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'NOTICE OF AN EMERGENCY RULE

AGENCY:___ STATE FIRE COMMISSION TITLE NUMBER: 8.

CITE AUTHORITY: _29-3-5b
EMERGENCY AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: ~ YES_XX_ NO___

IF YES. SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING 4
TTTLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING FILED AS AN EMERGENCY:
TITLE OF RULE BEING FILED AS AN EMERGENCY:.

THE ABOVE RULE IS BEING FILED AS AN EMERGENCY RULE TO BECOME EFFECTIVE.
APPROVAL BY SECRETARY OF STATE OR 3STH DAY AFTER FILING. WHICHEVER OCCURS

THE FACTS AND ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Chapter 29, Article 3, Section 5b of the WV Code suthorizes the State Fire Comiseion
to promulgate the State Building Code. The State Building Code incorporates the latest
changes in building code requirenents approved by the Bullding OFficials and Coder. .
Administrators to achieve a safe enviromment in buildings and structures. Bullding
designers use the latest edition of the Building Codes to achieve a ressonsble environ-
ment from hazards affecting human occupancy.

In the interest of public safety and utilization of the latest changes ia code
cequirements to enhance building design and uses the approval of this Rule is imperative
to enhance building safety.
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APPENDIX B

FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title: STATE BULLDING CODE
Type of Rule: xx Legislative __ Interpretive ___ Procedural
Agency State Pire
Address 2100 Street, East
WV_25305

1. Effect of Proposed Rule

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
mana | ncon | cwoe | o e
ESTIMATED TOTAL $ $ $ $ $
cosT 0 o o o 0
PERSONAL SERVICES o o 0 [ [
‘ CURRENT EXPENSE 0 0 o o 0
‘ REPAIRS &
: ALTERNATIONS 0 0 o 0 o
EQUIPMENT 0 0] 0 0 o
OTHER 0 0 0 o 0

2. Explanation of above estimates:
Nom Applicable

3. Objectives of these rules
The objective of this Rule is to provide for technological changes in
building construction and renovations, This Rule provides minimum standards
to ensure the public safety, health and welfare insofar as building construction,
and to life and property from hazards incidert .to the occupancy of buildings,
structures and premises.




Date:

signature of

Explanation of Overall Economic Impact of Proposed Rul

A.

STATE BUTLDING CODE

Economic Impact on State Government.

This proposed Rule provides updated technology in building
construction. There is no cost to the State of West Virginia
for filing this Rule.

c Impact on rouueu Subdivisions; Specific
Imlulni Specific groups of Citizens.
Use of the latest edition of the building code and supplements
provide the latest technology in building design and comstruction
to all citizens throughout the State.

Economic-Impact on Citizens/Public at Large.
The adoption of this Rule provides minimum standards to ensure
public safety, health and welfare through building design and
construction for all citizens.

¢d

Head or Authorized Reprensentative




The West Virginia State Fire Commission promulgates the State
Building Code in accordance with West Virginia Code, Chapter 29,
Article 3, Sestion sb. The purpose of this code is to establish
the rules necessary ng of property through the
quality of construction il etracturds aroctoa o renvated
throughout this state.

The State Building Code adopte the Thirteenth Edition of the
BOCA National Building Code, 1996; BOCA International Plumbing
Code, First Edition, 1996; BOCA International Mechanical Code,
First Edition, 1996; BOCA national Property Maintenance Code,

ifth Edition, 1996; BOCA National Energy Conservation Code,
Seventh Bdition, 1993; and the CABO One and Two Pamily Dwelling
code, 1995 Bdition.




WEST VIRGINIA
STATE BUILDING CODE

of the West Virginia
State Fire Commission

Approved by Secretary, Department of Military Affairs and Public
Safety.

STATE FIRE COMMISSION
State Capitol
Charleston, West Virginia
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TITLE 87

LEGISLATIVE RULE
STATE FIRE COMMISSION OFFIGE OF wesr
SECRETARY oF (G
SERIES 4

STATE BUILDING CODE

87-4-1 GENERAL
1.1 Scope: This rule eutuhluhes the standards considered
on

necessary by the State Fire Comm: for the safeguarding of
ufe and property end to ensure ‘the quality of construction of
this state.

1.2 Authority: West Virginia Code 29-3-5b.
1.3 Piling Date:

1.4 Effective Date:

of other This rule does not
uu:l.ud a reprinting of all the requirements imposed by statute

:g.tha incorporation of various nationally recognized
Standards and od in section 4.1 of this rale. Por
, it is

tu the other

87-4-2 DEFINITIONS

2.1 -Building coder -  Lncludes al1 sspects of safe building
all safety aspects

Colated thereto.
2.2 “Fire marshal® - means the West Virginia State Fire
Marshal and/or his or her designated representatives.
2.3 “Fir ion” - means the thirteen (13) appointed
mombers of the West vugini. State Pire Comission.

2.4 "Local jurisdiction" - means mnicipal or county level
government .
2.5 "State Building Code" - means the entir. contents of
thie rule and the referenced national codes
- refers to the "Building Officials & Code
Adxunlltntot- International”.
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0" - refers to the "Council of American Building
Officinl-". 5203 Leesburg Pike, Suite 708, nu- Church, Virqxnxl
22041

87-4-3 CONFLICTS

3.1 Whenever there is a conflict between the "state fire
code” and the "state building code®, the state fire code takes
precedence.

3.2 Whenever there is a conflict between the BOCA National
Plumbing Code section of the "state building code" and the rules
of the West Virginia State Board of Health, the rules of the
Board of Health takes precedence.

3.3 Whenever there is a conflict between the "state
building code® and statutory laws of the State of West Virginia,
the West Virginia Code takes precedence.

87-4-4 NATIONAL STANDARDS AND CODES

4.1 The standards and requirements as set out and as
published by the Building Officials & Code Administrators
International and the Council of American Building Officials, as
listed below, shall have the same force and effect as if set out
verbatim in this rule:

The BOCA National Building Code,
Thirteenth Pwelféh Edition, 1893- 1996

The BOCA National International Plumbing Code,
Firet Ninsh Edition, 1893 1996

The BOCA Natienal International ical Code,
First Bighth Edition, 1993 1996

The BOCA Kational Property Maintenance Cod.,
ition,
This Maintenance Cods
zejected at the option of the Local
jurisdiction

The BOCA National Energy Conservation Code
Seventh Edition, 1993

The CABO One - and Two-Family Dwelling Code
1555 1993 Eaieion
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4.1.1 The following structures are not subject to
inspection by local jurisdictions:

4.1.1.a Group U utility structures and storage sheds
comprising an area not more than 150 sq. ft.
which have no plumbing or slectrical con-
nections and are utilized only for residential
oty

connections or are used for the storage of
i her or explosi

or otl
materials.

4.2 A copy of the codes listed in Section 4.1 of this rule
have been filed with the Secretary of State. These code books,
collectively or separately, may be obtained by contacting the
Building Officials & Code ini ional, 4051 West
Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, Illinois 60477-5795,
telephone 708/799-2300; or BOCA International Regional Offices,
3592 Corporate Drive, Suite 107, Col , Ohio 43231, telephone
614/890-1061.

87-4-5 ADOPTION BY LOCAL JURISDICTION
5.1 Each local juriediction adopting the State Building Code

shall notify the State Fire Commission in writing. The local
Jurisdiction shall send a copy of the ordinance or order to the
State Fire Marshal, West Virginia State Fire Commission, State

Capitol Complex, lelrlelton, West Virginia 25305, within thirty

(30) days of adoption.

5.2 Each local jurisdiction which adopts the State Building
Code has ibility for the of the building code
as provided in West Vvirginia Code 7-1-3n and 8-12-13.

5.3 Throughout the national codes, as adopted in Section 4.1
of thie rule, there are discretionary provisions which require
further action by the adopting local jurisdiction in order to
adapt these codes to various local conditioms. It is therefore
the intent of this rule to further authorize each local
jurisdicti further 1 rder or ord: those
Fespective areas which are indicated to be completed by the
adopting "jurisdiction”.
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5.4 Within the penalty ssctions of each of the national
oodes; s adopted in Sestion 14.1 of this rule, thers is

for any
vlolltioll of this rule is to b‘ uon!uiﬂxed optional with each
adopting local jurisdiction.

5.5 Each of the national codes, as adopted in Section 4.1 of
this rule, provides for a separate appeals board, however; th
intent and requirements for an appeal board may be met with the
creation by the local jurisdiction of a single appeals board for
the entire "State Building Code.*

87-4-6 EXISTING BUILDING CODES

6.1 All building codes which have been adopted by local
Jurisdictions prior to the passage of West Virginia Chae 29-3-5b,
shall be nul} and void one year fellowing the effective
the State annanq Code of April 28, 1989.

87-4-7 SEVERABILITY

7.1 The sections and subsections of this rule are severable.
Should any section or sub section be ruled unconstitutional by
judicial opinion or in any manner contrary to the laws of th
State of West Virginia, then the opinion or enactment invalidates
only that particular section or subsection of this rule and all
other sections remain in full force and effect: Provided, the
remaining portions are not determined to be inseparable, and to
this end this rule is declared severable.




