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27=1-1, Genersl

1.1. Scope.—These legialative rules establish standards for professicnal
counselors to follow in applying, qualifying, msintaining, and renewing required
licensure. They should be read in pardi materia (together) with the West Virginia
Code. The West Virginia Codes (Chaptar 30, Article 31 specifically ard all ralevant
sactions geperally) applies to all rules, regulations, guidelines, investigations,
orders, appeals praoulgated by the Board or pursuant to Board action and to all
substantive and procedural matters related thereunto. )

1.2. Authority.—West Virginia Code 30-31-5(a)(2)
1.3, Filing Date.—
.4, Effective Date.——
27-1-2. Definitions
2.1, The following meanings apply to all rules promilgated by the Board of

Examiners in Comseling, unless in a specific paragraph under e of these rules the
word or term is explicitly defined or used in a different manmer. .

2.2. The terms "Applicant,” "Board,” "Counseling,” “"Comselor," and "Mental
health counseling procadures™ shall for the purposes of these rules have the same
meanings as are set forth for each under Section 2, Article 31, Chapter 30 of the Code

cf West Virginia, ocne thousand nine hurndred thirty one, as amended.

2.3, TApplication” means a written application previding all required information
on forms prescribed by the Board and filed with the Board secretary.

2.4, "Counseling experience” means the applicant's primary professionmal
respensibility that was in direct provision of coumseling services or supervision of a

cotmseling program.

2.5, A Tyear of comseling experience” means at least 1200 clock hours providing
counseling services for a fee or a =zalary, practising counseling in a supervised
practicum or internship, or doing veolimteer work under Board approved supervision in a

structured organizational counseling setting.

2.5.1. If, during a twelve-month pericd, the applicant is engaged in practice
for fewer than 1200 clock hours, credit will be granted for a fractiom of a year's
experience represented by the mmber of hours actually practiced,

2.3.2. Nc applicant shall be credited with more than ane year of experience
in amy twelve-month period.

2.5.3. The applicant is respansible for documentation of clock hours.
27-1-3. Application Materials

3.1, Application materials to be coampleted before considsration for licensing
inclide:

3.1.1, Completed application forms.

3.1.2. Notarized affidavit.

3.1.3. YNoo-refurdable application fee of $50.00 by check or momey order.
3.1.4, Official transcripts sent dirsctly from college(s) or university(ies).

3.1.5, Three (3) completed profesgiomal recomendation forma from individuals
licensed as professional comselor, clinical psychologist, clinical socisal worker, or
psychiatrist.

3.1.6. Three (3) personal reference lettars to astisfy the Board applicant is
of good moral character and merits the public trust. The letter authors mist mot be
persons campleting the recoomenxdation forms.

27-1-4., Classification of Applicants

4.1. An applicant for licensure in comseling in West Virginia shall file proper
application for such licensure and meet ths requirements set forth in Paragraph 30-31-

7 of said Code.




4.2, 4n applicant for licensure, who is certified or licemsed in another
jurisdictrion where it is adjudged by the Board the application was so certified ar
licensed by equivalent procedures, the national certification examination may be
waived. It is the applicant's responsibility to provide the documentation necessary
for the Beard to make an appropriate decision on reciprocity.

27-1-5. Qualifications of Applicants

Applicants are eligible for a license to engage in the practice coumseling without
having passed a standardized natiomal certification examination in coumseling provided
they apply by November 18, 1987, and meet the following gqualifications:

5.1. Professional Integrity and Character: The applicant must submit
erdorsements from six (6) responsible persons, three (3) attesting to the professicmal
integrity and three (3) attesting to the character of the applicant.

5.2. Educaticn: The education requirements for licensure of applicants are set
forth in Paragraph 30-31-7 of said Code. The Board further clarifies and prascribes:

5.2.1. A bachelor's or master's or doctoral degree in comseling from an
institution accredited by Comsael on Accreditation of Comseling and Related
Educational Programs (CACREP), Matiomal Council on Accraditation for Teacher Education
(NCATE)., North Central Asscciation of Colleges and Schools (NCACS), Southemn
Association of Colleges and Schools {SACS), or comparable accrediting body, which is a
graduata degree with & major in commmnity agency counseling, mental health counseling,
pastoral coumseling, rehabilitation cmsehng, achool coumseling, or similar title
which includes the word "counseling,” and which includes the oore of cowrsework
representative of profassicmal coumseling programs at the time of its completion.

5.2.2. A bachalor's or master's or doctoral degrse in a field closely ralated
to comseling from an institution accredited by Comcil on Accreditation of
and Related Bducationsl DPrograms (CACREP), Natiormal Council on Accreditation for
Teacher Education (NCATE), North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (MCACS),
Southerm Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), or comparable accrediting body,
which is a graduate degree that includes graduate core coursework, either as part of
the degree or after the award of the degree, in sach of the following three areas or
their equivalent, as determined by tha Board:

Comseling theories: includes a study of basic theordes ax
principles of comsaling and philosophic bases of the helping relaticnship; and,

b, Coumseling techniques: includes individual cctmse].‘!.ng practices,
methods, facilitative gkills, snd application of these skills;

¢. Either a supervised practicum or a supervised intermship.

A. A supervised practicum is the provision of comseling to bonafide
clients and groups geeking services from counselers. A practicum in il cases mist be
under the direction of 2 graduate faculty member who iz a licensed professicpal
coumselor or related memtal health professional, and must include eritiquing of
counseling either ohserved or recorded on audic or video tape.

B. A supervised internship is an actual oo-the-job experience in
professional counseling under the tutelage of an on-site supervisor who is a licensed
professional conselor or related mental health professional.

d. In addition, an sapplicant with a bachelor's or mester's or doctoral

degres in a field closely related to coumseling must present at least one graduate
course or equivalent, aa determined by the Bcard, in four of the following seven

areas;

A, Hman growth and development: includes nature and needs of
individuals at all develormental levels, following psychological, sociological, and
pliysiological approaches. Also includes humen behavior (normal and abnormel),
personality theory, learning theory, dynamics of stress, and medical/functional
implications of digability;

B. Sccial and cultural fourdations: includes studies of social
changa, ethmic groups, subcultures, mores, urban and rural sccieties, population
pattemns, use of leisure time, work, and differing life patterns;

C. Group dynamics: includes theories, practices, methods, dynamics,
facilitative skills, and supervised practice;




D. Life-style and career davelopment: includes vocational-choice
theory, relationship between caresr choice and life-style, occupational and
educational information, carear decisionmaking processes, career development
exploration, and placement technigues;

E. Individial appraisal: includes individual differences, methods of
datg-gathering and interpretation, individual and group testing, and case study;

F. BResearch and evaluatio: includes statistics, research design,
research proposals, and evaluaticn;

G. Profegsicnal respemsibilities: includes goals ard objectives of
professional counseling organizaticons, codes of ethics, legal comsiderations,
standards of preparation, certification and licensing, advecacy, confidemtiality, and
the rcle identity of counselors;

5.2.3. The applicant must demonstrate that his/her coursework meets the
educational requirements contained in this rule. If a course title does not clearly
indicate the content area of courses named in this rule, the applicant must also
provida the college catalog description of the course and the name of the instructor
of the course.

5.2.4. The applicant will verify his graduate record by authorizing the
eollege(s) or wmiversity(ies) to forwvard an official transcript directly to the Board
office. .

5.2,5, The educational requirements contained in this rule must be completed
prior to the date of application for licensure.

5.2.6. The educaticnal requirements containad in this Rule may be corpleted
after the required coumseling experiencs.

5.3. BSupervised professional experience:

5.3.1. The applicant with a doctoral degree in counseling, or in a field
closaly related, and who is & legal resident of West Virginia, is required to have at
least one vear of supervised professional experience after earning the aforementicned

doctoral degree.

5.3.2, The apolicant with a master's degree in counseling, or in a field
closely related, and who is a legal resident of West Virginia, is required to have at
least two years of supervised profegsicnal experience in counseling, At least ome
year of said experience shall be after earning aforementicned master's degree.

5.2.3, The applicant with a bacheler's degree in counseling, or in a field
closely related, and who 1s a resident cof West Virginia, is required to have at least
two years of supervised professional experience in counseling.

5.3.4. The applicant is requived to provide documentation of supervised
orofessional experiemce by 2 professional who is licensed, licensed eligible, or
nationally certified as a counselor or related mental health professional,

5.3.5. The applicant is reguired tc provide the Board verification of
supervised professiomal experience through the applicaticn process,

5.4, Residency
5.4.1. An gpplicant is required tc be a legal resident of West Viréinia.

5.4.2. An applicant w0 is a ron-resident of West Virginia, but who was
employed as a professional counselor in West Virginia on June 6, 1986, and had
8y professional experience in cowumseling in West Virginia two of the five
calendar years preceding June 6, 1986, will be considered for licensing.

27-1-6., Issuance of License

6.1. The Board shall issue a license which contains the licensea's name, licemse
rsmber, and date of issuance.

6.2. Official licenses shall be gigned by the Chairperson and Secretary of the
Board, and be affixed with the official seal of the Foard,

6.3, All licenses issued by the Board shall remain the property of the Board and
mist be gurrendered on demand.




6.4. Ones all requirements for licensure have been determined, the Board shall
mail notification of the license to the last knowm address.

6.5. The Board will replace a license that is lost, damsged, or is in need of
revision upon written request from the licensee and payment of the license replacement
fea, )

27=-1-7. Licenmme

8.1. A license au-tl’nrizing the holder teo engage 1in the practice of counseling
shall be issued by the Board to each successful applicant for licenmsure as a licensed
professional counselor.

27-1-8. Notice of Board Meetings

8.1, All regularly scheduled peetings of the Beard will be published in the
STATE REGISTER at least five (3) dayw prior to the date of the meeting.

8.2. In the event of an emergency requiring immediate official action, the Board
will file notice with the Secretary of Stats's Office prior to the meeting, stating
the time, place, and purpese of the meeting and the facts and circumstances of the

emergency.
27-1-5. Minutes of Board Meetings
9.1, The mimites of all Board meetings shall be recorded and open to public

inspection in a binder located in the Board cffice during normal business hours by
appeintment.,

27-1-10. Severability Clause

Each Rule under these Rules, and every part of esach Bule, is hereby declared to be
seversble ad the holding of any Rule or part thereof, to be uncomstitutional, void,
or inaffective, for any cause, shall not affect the validity or constituticnality of
any other Rule or part thereof.
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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION

OF EMERGENCY RULE DECISION BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Board of Examinérs in Counseling

Series 1, Licensing Rules

AS EN EMERGENCY .RULE: September 12, 1989

DECISION NO. 24-88

Fellowing review under WV Code 292-3-15a, it is the decisicon of
the Secretary of State that the above emergency rule be approved.
A copy of the complete decisicon with reguired findings is avail-

able from this office. ~q_‘??/"\
SR ;L.A/a@.{/a _

KEN HECHLER
Secretary of State
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DECISION EMERGENCY RULE DECISIO

(ERD 24-8%) :

Board of Examiners in Counseling
Amendments, Series 1, Licensing Rules

FILED AS AN EMERGENCY RULE: September 12, 1989

par. 1 The Board of Examiners in Counseling (Board) has filed emer-
gency amendments to the above rule,

par.

par.

par.

par.

par.

‘West Virginia Code 292-3-152 reguires the Secretary of State to

review all emergency rules filed after March 8, 1986, This
review requires the Secretary of State to determine if the
agency filing such emergency rule 1) has complled with the
procedures for adopiting an emergency rule; 2) exceeded the
scope of its statutory authority in promulgating the emergency
rule; or 3) can show that an emergency exists justifying the
promulgation of an emergency rule.

Following review, the Secretary of State shall issue a decision
as to whether or not such an emergency rule should be disap-
proved [29A-3-15a{a)l.

{A) Procedural Compliance: WV Code 29A-3-15 permits an agency

B to adopt, amend or repeal, without hearing, any legisla-
tive rule by filing such rule, along with a statement of’
the circumstances constituting the emergency, with the
Secretary of State and forthwith with the Legislative
Rule~Making Review Fire Commission (LRMRC).

If an agency has accomplished the above two required f£ilings
with the appropriate supporting deocuments by the time the ERD
is issued or the expiration of the forty-two day review period,
whichever is sooner, the Secretary of State shall rule in favor
of procédural compliance.

The Bcard has filed this emergency rule with supporting docu-
ments .with the Secretary of State on September 12, 1989 and
with the LEMRC on September 12, 1989,




par.

par.

par.

par.

par.

paxr.

par.

par.

7‘

g

9

13

It is the determination of the BSecretary of State that the
Bocard has complied with the procedural requirements of WV Code
§29A-3-15 for adoption of an emergency rule.

(B} Statutory Authority -- WV Code §30-31-5(a) (2} reads in
part:

§30G-37-5(a)(2). Powers and duties of board; disposition of board funds.

(2] Promulgate reasonable rufes pursuant to article three (§20A-3-1 et
seg.), chapter twenty-nine-g of this code, implementing the provisions of
this article and the powers and duties conferred upon the board . .

It is the determination o¢f the Secretary of State that the
Board has not exceeded its statutory authority in promulgating
this emergency rule,

(C) Emergency: WV Code 292-3-15(g) defines "emergency" as
follows:

{g} For the purposes of this section, an emergency exisis when the
promulgation of a rule is necessary for the immediate preservation of the
public peace, health, safety or welfare or is necessary to comply with a
time limitation established by this code or by a federal statute or regulation
or to prevent substantiagl harm to the public interest.

There are essentlially three classes of emergency broadly
presented with the above provision: 1) immediate preservation;
2) time limitation; and 3} substantial harm. An agency need
cnly document to the satisfaction cof the Secretary of State.
that there exists a nexus between the proposal and the circum-
stances c¢reating at least one of the above three emergency
categories. :

The facts and circumstances as presented by the Beoard are as

follows:

We have 35 cases pending in the "grandparenting" part of the
law, and we cannot make decisicns without implementing these
rules as emergencies because the letter cof the law isn't clear.

It is the determination of the Secretary of State that this
proposal qualifies under the definition of an emergency.

This decision shall be cited as Emergency Rule Decision 24-8%
or ERD 24-89 and may be cited as precedent. This declision is
availakle from the Secretary of State's office and has been
filed with the Board, the Attorney General and the Legislative

Rule Making Review Commissicn.

XEN HECHLER
SECRETARY OF STATE

Entered

2




