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Subject: Rules and Regulations Governing the Instruction of Employees and
Supervision of Apprentices; Annual Examination of Persons Using
Flame Safety Lamps; Records of Examinations; Maintenance of Methane

Detectors :
Section 1. General {. / {(,0/,(, /fét" C f

1.01 Authority — These rules and regulations are issued under authority
of Section Article 24, Chapt of the Code. /?7’/4;—15%:f€;

. 1.02 .Effective Date - These rules and re

the (i; da? of March R and become effective on the( 2? )] )
@; Aprii__, 1982 ’ o

Section 2. Effect of Regulations

ations were promulgated on

2.01 These rules and regulations shall have the effect of law and viola-
tions shall be deemed a violaticn of law and so cited with the same effect as
224

law. A1l provisions of Article 1, Chapter 227of the Code relative to enforce-

ment are applicable to the enforcement of these rules and regulations.

Section 3. Defipiticns
A1l terms used in these rules and regulations, not defined herein, shall

have the meanings set forth in Section 1, Article‘Tf‘Chapter,22~of the Code.
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S Section 4.01

Section 4. Instruction of Emplovees dnd Supervision of Apprentices; Annual Bx-
amination of Persons Using Flame Safety Lamps; Records of Examina-
tion; Maintenance of Metﬁane Detectors, Etc.

4.01 It shall be the duty of the mine foreman or the assistant mine fore-
man of every coal mine in this state to see that every perscen employved toc work
in such mine shall, before beginning work therein, be instructed Im the particu-
lar danger incident to his work in such mine and be furnished a copy of the mining
laws and rules of such mine. It shall be the duty of every mine operator who em-

7

ploys apprentices, as that term is used in sections e and fevr, article _sisy
chapterdﬁg:of the West Virginia Code, to ensure that the apprentices are effect-
ively supervised with regard to safety practices and to instruct apprentices in
safe mining practices. Every apprentice shall work under the direction of the
mine foreman or his assistant mine foreman and they shall be responsiﬁle fer his
safety. The mine foreman or assistant mine foreman may delegate the supervision
of an apprentice to an experienced miner, but the foremsn and his assistant mine
foreman shall remain responsible for the apprentice. During the first ninety
davs of employment in a mine, the apprentice. shall work within sight and scund
of the mine foreman, assistant mine foreman or an experienced miner, and in such
a location that the mine foreman, assistant mine foreman or experienced miner can
effectively respond to cries for help of the apprentice. BSuch location shall be
on the same side of any belt, conveyor or mining equipment.

No person shall be qualified for testing for methane and for oxygen defic—
iency unless each such person has been trained and demonstrates to. the satisfac-
tion of an authorized representative of the director of the department of mines
that he is qualified to test for methane with a flame safety lamp or other ap-.

proved methane detectors. Records of such examinations shall be kept by the

operator and the director of the department of mines.
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Persons whose duties require them to use a flame safety lamp and othsar
approved detectors, that have been quelified by the department of mines to
test for methane and oxvgen deficiency, shall be examined at least annually
to their competence by a certified mine foreman - fire boss and a record that
such examination was given, together with pertinent data welating thereto,
shall be kept on file by the operator and a copy shall be furnished to the
department of mines.

Persons whose duties require them to administer the annual examinations
for methane and oxygen deficiency shall be examined annually by a qualified
official from the department of mines. Each operator shall provide for the
proper maintenance and care of the permissible flame safety lamp or any other
approved device for detecting methane and oxygen deficiency by a person train-
ed in such maintemance, and before each shift, care shall be taken te insure
that such lamp or other device is in z permissible condition. Flame safety
lamps shall be given proper maintenance and inspection before each working shift
in a manner recommended by the manufacturing company and approved by the Direc-
tor of the Department of Mines. (ther approved gas detectors shall be given
proper maintenance and shall be tested in accordance with the manufacturer's
recommendations before each working shift and calibrated each thirty calendar

davys.
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