State of et Birginix

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, IV. ‘BBBP nt of éﬁﬂmez
Governor Gll;arlzstnn 25305

May 18, 1982

The Honorable A. James Manchin
Secretary of the State of West

Virginia N
WED
State Capitol Building ¥ S
Charleston, WV 25305 F\,
Dear Secretary Manchin: '\“,\\5 DP‘T

Pursuant to Chapter 22, Article 2, Section 4, of the West Virginia
Code, please file the enclosed Rules and Regulations promulgated by the
Board of Coal Mine Health and Safety in the appropriate State Register.

Please be advised that these Amended Rules and Regulations Governing
Telephone Service of Communication Facilities will replace the existing

Series 16 now in the State Reglster, and will become effective on the 18th
of June, 1982.

Please be advised that these Rules and Regulations promulgated by the
Board of Coal Mine Health and Safety are excluded from the Legislative Rule
Making Committee (22-2A-4(a)).

If I can be of further service on this matter, please advise.

Yqurs for Mine Safety,

\

Lol

Walter N. Miller)Z\Director
West Virginia DepaNtment of Mines

WNM: te

Enclosure

WALTER N. MILLER
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WEST VIRGINIA ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF MINES
CHAPTER 22-4
SERIES 16

SUBJECT: RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING TELEPHONE SERVICE OUF COMMUNICATION
FACILITIES

Section 1. General

1.01 Authority - These rules and regulations are issued under authority
of the West Virginia Code, Chapter 22, Article 2A, Section 4.

1.02 Effective Date - These rules and regulations were promulgated on the
_14  day of May » 1982, and become effective on the 18th day of

June s, 1982,

1.03 Filing Date - These rules and regulations were filed in the office
of the Secretary of State on the 18 day of May > 1982.
1.04 Scope - These rules and regulations are applicable to govern tele-

phone service of communication facilities.

Section 2. Telephone Service of Communication Facilities

2.01 Telephone service or equivalent two-way communication facilities
shall be provided in all mines at least one of which shall be in service at
all times as follows:

2.02 A telephone or equivalent two-way communication facility shall be
located on the surface within fiv e hundred feet of all main portals, and shall

be installed either in a building or in a box-like structure designed to pro-
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Adm. Reg. 22-4
Series 16 Section 2.02
22-2A-4
tect the facilities from damage by inclement weather. At least one of these
communication facilities shall be located within five hundred feet of at least
one main portal where a responsible person is always on duty when men are under-
ground so such person can hear the facility and respond immediately in event of
an emergency. 'Two-way communication facility" shall mean a system maintained
to allow voice contact to come in and out of the working section at all times.
2.03 Telephone or equivalent two-way communication facilities provided
on each working section shall be equipped with an audible or visual device and
shall be located not more than five hundred feet outby the last open crosscut
and not more than eight hundred feet from the farthest point of penetration of
the working places on such section.

(1) The incoming communication signal shall activate an audible
alarm, distinguishable from the surrounding noise level, or a visual alarm
that can be seen by a miner employed on the working section. Such alarm signal,
whether audible or visual, indicating an incoming telephone call shall be con-
tinuously activated until a response is received. However, such signal may be
deactivated if communication is no longer desired.

(2) If a communication system other than telephomes is used and its
operation depends entirely upon power from the mine electric system, means shall
be provided to permit continued communication in the event_the mine electric
power fails or is cut off; Provided, that where trolley phones and telephones
. are both used, an alternate source of power for the trolley phone system is not
required.

(3) Telephones or equivalent two-way communication facilities shall

be maintained in good operating condition at all times. In the event of any

failure in the system that results in loss of communication, repairs shall be
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Adm. Reg. 22-4

Series 16 Section 2.03(3)
22-2A~4

started immediately, and the system restored to operating condition as soon as
possible.

If after a reasonable time the failed system is not restored to an opera-
ting condition, all persons shall be removed from the working section, unless a
trolley radio phone or its equivalent as specified in the next paragraph, is
used. As used herein, a reasonable time shall be defined as such time as is
required to promptly examine, after discovery of the loss of communication, the
section communications line to the section branch line, and if the cause of the
failure is determined during this examination, to immediately correct thé same.

If trolley radio phone or its equivalent is available, it may be utilized
for communications in the event of a failure in the system that results in the
loss of communications provided that such trolley radio phone or its equivalent
shall be located not more than 800 feet from the farthest penetration of working
places on a working section with a person continually stationed with the trolley
radio phone and provided further that efforts are being made to restore the com-
munication system to an operating condition.

(4) Where required by the director, trucks used for haulage of coal,
men or supplies by an operator shall be equipped with two-way communication in-
struments.

2.04 On or after the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred
seventy-eight, unless the director for good cause grants a waiver, all such
telephones or equivalent two-way communications shall be connected to regular
telephonic and other means of communication available in the community so that
in the event of an emergency, emergency medical attendants or other personnel

can communicate from within the mine directly to health care facilities.
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Adm. Reg. 52-4
“Series 16 Section 2.04
22-2A-4

Such telephonic and other means of communication available in the commu-
nity shall be the primary source of communication from the mine to health care
facilities. The Director, at any time, upon application from the operator, may
grant a waiver providing for a back-up system of communication that may be used
in the event of a malfunction in the primary communication system, in order to
maintain communication from the mine to health care facilities.

In the event the primary system of outside communications, and if appli-
cable, the back-up system of communication malfunction, so that there is no
communication from the mine to the health care facilities, all employees shall
be reﬁoved from the underground, unless the Director of the Department of Mines,
for cause, grants a waiver.

2.05 Telephone lines and cables shall be carried on insulators installed
on the opposite side of trolley wires and at least 12 inches from all other in-
sulated power wires and at least 12 inches from all other insulated poﬁer wires
and where such telephone lines or cables cross power or trolley wires, they
shall be insulated adequately.

Lightning arrestors shall be provided at the points where telephone cir-

cuits enter the mine.
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