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Section 1. General [ 320 ¢ - $o4f
1.01 Authority - These r ESS and regulations are issued undgr authority of
ey )//9r
Chapter 22, Article 2&; Section 4 of the Code. /;;}¢Q; %jk

1 02 Effect1ve Date - These ruies reguTations were promulgated on the

January - ,'"and become efTectwe on th N

6th day of

@ o

Section 2. Effect of Regulations

2.01 These rules and regulations shall have the effect of Taw and violations
shall be deemed a violation of law and so c¢ited with the same effect a&s Taw., AlI
provisions of Artic?elliféiapterczg'of the Code relative to the enforcement of

224

these rules and regulations.

Section 3. Definitions
A1l terms used in these rules and regulations, not defined herein, shall have

the meanings set forth in Section 1, Article ¥, Chapter 22 of the Code.
/{7 224

Section 4. Electric Equipment in Mines

(a) A1l examinations, as required in the paragraphs below, shall be made at
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a point not less than eight (8) inches from the roof, face and ribs.

(b) 1In all mines, electric haulage locomotives operated from troliey wire
and all other non-permissible electrical equipment or devices which may ignite
gas shall not be used in return air, unless permission is granted by the Director
of the Department of Mines for a specified area. Permissible electrical equip-
ment may be used in return airways provided: {a} The mine operator gives notice
to the Inspector-at-lLarge or the District Mine Inspector in the division in which
the mine is located, when such work is performed in return airways at any pcint
exceeding 400 feet outby the last open crosscut; (b) the w%rk area is preshift
examined in accordance with Chapter/g§:4Articie éq‘Section E%Tof the West Virginia
Code; (c) the mine foreman or assistant mine foreman examines the working area
in the return airway in which miners will be working at the beginning of each
shift before any equipment is energized; (d) the working area is examined at
Teast every two (2) hours during a working shift for hazards, by a certified mine
foreman or assistant mine foreman; (e) methane gas examinations are made at fre-
quent intervals as work progresses, but not to exceed 20 minutes; (f) the elec-
trical equipment is examined at least once each shift for permissible deficienc-
ies; (g) no temporary splices are in the trailing cables of the equipment being
used; and (h) the work area is provided with two portable fire extinguishers.
For the purpose of this provision, return air shall mean a volume of air that has
passed through and ventilated all the working places in a mine section.

(c) No person shall be placed in charge of a coal-cutting machine in any
mine who is not a qualified person, capable of determining the safety of the roof
and sides of the working places and of detecting the presence of explosive gas,
unless they are accompanied by a certified or qualified person who has passed

such examination.
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(d) In any mine no machine shall be brought inby the last breakthrough
next to the working face until the machine man shall have made an inspection
for gas in the place where the machine is to work. If explosive gas in excess
of one percent-is found in the piace, the machine shall not be taken in until
the danger is removed.

e} In working places a safety lamp, or other suitable approved apparatus
for the detection of explosive gas, shall be provided for use with each mining
machine when working, and, should any indication of explosive gas in excess of
one percent appear on the flame of the safety lamp, or on other apparatus used
for the detection of explosive gas, the person in charge shall immediately stop
the machine, cut off the current at the nearest switch and report the condition
to the mine foreman or supervisor. The machine shall not again be started in
such piace until the condition found has been corrected and been pronocunced safe
by a certified person.

(f) No electric equipment shall be operated in a mine for a longer period
than twenty minutes withecut an examination as above described being made for gas;
and ﬁf gas is found in excess of one percent, the current shall at once be switch-
ed off the machine, and the trailing cable shall forthwith be disconnected from
the power supply until the place is pronounced safe by a certified person.

(g) Machine runners and helpers shall use care while operating mining ma-
chines. No person except those persons necessary shall remain near the machine
while it is in operation. They shall examine the roof of the working place to
see that it is safe before starting to operate the machine. They shall not move

the machine while the cutter chain is in motion.
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