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‘tne Honorable Natalie Tennant =
Secretary of State =
Hc‘z i, Suite 157-K. = ~
1900 Kanawha Blvd. East w2

Charleston, WV 25345-0770
Dear Secretary Tennant,

We have serious concerns over the attempt by the Athletic Commission to receive emergency
approvel of 117 CSR 2 - Administrative Rules of the West Virginia State Athletic Commission
Regalating Mixed Martial Arts. While we were sponsors and proponents of the legislation, we do
rct agree with the Athletic Commission’s assertion that the Legislature wanted mixed martial arts
implemented as soon as possible. If that was the case, we would have provided the Athletic
Commission with emergency rule-making authority in the statute.

Additionally, the Athletic Commission asserts that it would have no authority to prevent a
premoler from conducting an event without this emergency rule. This statement is inaccurate. §29-
5a-3a(x) states, “The commission has sole power, direction, management and control over all
professional mixed martial arts contests, matches and exhibitions, or any form thereof, to be
promoted, conducted, held or given within the state.” This provision clearly establishes the Athletic
Comrnission’s authority over mixed martial arts. Therefore, if the Athletic Commission does not
approve of an event or have the rules in place to approve an event, then it would be illegal for a
promoter to conduct an event.

Please give our position strong consideration when you make your decision concerning the
approval of this “emergency rule”.

Yours truly

Morgan, Chai
use Committee O
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Randy Swartzmiller
Delegate, District 1
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Doug Skaff
Delegate, District 30
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Josh Stowers

Delegate, District 19
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Daniel Hall
Delegate, District 22



