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DATE: August 16, 1891 . ) o o
TO: LEGISLATIVE RULE-MAKING REVIEW COMMITTEE

FROM: West Virginia Beard of Veterinarian Medicine

LEGISLATIVE RULE TITLE.Standard of Practice

1. Authorizing statute(s) citation W. Va. Code 30-10-1 et seg

2. a. Date filed in State Register with Notice of Hearing:

July 15, 1991

b. What other netice, including advertising, did you glve
of the hearing? Written notice and rules sent to:

Dr. Lewis Thomas. W. Va. State Veterinarian

Dr. Mike Andrizzi Fres. Vet. Med. Assoc.

Gayle Swank Exec. Sec. Vet Med. Assoc.

c. Date of hearing(s): August 16, 199l : R L

d. Attach list of perscns who appeared at hearing, comments
received, amendments, reasons for ameqaments '
Dr. L. Joe Starcher

Attachad ~_ _ No comments received X

e. Date you filed in State Register the agency approved
proposed Legislative Rule following public hearing:
(be exact)

August 19, 1991 o C e .

f. Name and phone number(s) of agency person(s) to contact
for additional information:

Albert C. Dunn, Jr. 348-2522




If the statute under which you promulgated the submitied
rules requires certain findings and determinations Lo be
made as a condibtion precedent to their promulgation:

a. Give the date upon which you filed in the State
Register a notice of the time and place of a
hearing for the taking of evidence and a general
deseription of the issues to be decided.

N/

b. Date of hearing: x/a

c. ©On what date did you file in the State Register the
findings and determinations required together with
the reasons therefor? . _

N/A

d. Attach findings and determinations and reasons:

Abtached N/A




TITLE 26
LEGISLATIVE RULES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF
VETERINARY MEDICINE

SERIES 4
STANDARDS OF PRACTICE

26-4~-1 General

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Scope - These rules establish the standards of practice
required of veterinarians licensed and regulated by the
West Virginia Board of Veterinary Medicine.

Authority - West Virginia Code 30-10-1 et segq.

Filing Date

Effective Date

26—4-2 General Profagsional Ethics

2.1

EXPOSURE OF CORRUPT OR DISHONEST -CONDUCT

" AVOIDANCE OF CONFLICTSE OF INTEREST

t is unprefessicnal and a violation of these rules to
represant conflicting interests, except by express.
consant of all conceérned given after a2 full disclosure:.
of the facts. Within the meaningof this-rule,. a - member——
rapraesents conflicting interestsif, when-emploved:by a :

buyer ~to inspsact an.animalhfcrfsbundness,Ahewor:shea.;T"

accepts a fee from the seller. Accaptance_of. a_feedﬁzmr
botr the.buyer and seller is prlma fac;e evidence of :
fraud.

AVOIDANCE COF ENCROACHMENT ON ANOTHER'S PROFESSIONAL ..~

JUDGMENT

A veteripmarian may not .make .any effort, -direct--ors
indirect, which . in any mammer-is. calculated:tc::nflnenc '

the_sound_pruf3551cnal.3udgmzntrcf:annthe::veterinarzanh_;ﬁ.»

It is the- zxght of - any“veterrnar:an,_WIthcwt:fean:czrh—
faveor, to give proper advice —to those:seekingurelief——.:
against unfaithful or neglectful veterinary services,::. .

generally after communication with the vetermnaxlan,aﬁt:,

whom the complaint is made.

Veterinarians should expose without fear or favor before .
the preoper tribunal or the State Board of Veterinary
Medicine any and all corrupt or dishonest conduct in the
profession.

ADEERENCE TO TEE LAW
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No wveterinarian shall render any service or advice
invelving disloyalty to the law. A veterinarian must
also cohserve and advise clients to chserve the law.

AVOIDANCE OF CORRUPTION OF QTHERS

A veterinarian shall not render any service or advice
directed toward the corruption of any person or persons
exercising a public ecffice or private trust, or
deception, or betrayal of the public.

NO ABUESE QF POSITION OR TRUST

Any veterinarian who uses a present or past position, or
an office of trust, deliberately to create an individual
prefessional advantage, or to coerce, or to deceive the
public shall be,ln v1clat1on of the rules of professional

conduct.
MHATINTENANCE OF ACCREDITATION

A licensed veterinarian whose accreditation has been
revoked by State or Federal authority is subject to
disciplinary action by the West Virginia Beoard of
Veterinary Medicine upon  procof of removal of
accreditation by said authority.

RESPONSIEILITY FOR. ACCEERPTANCE OF MEDICALICARE

Veterinarians must decide what medical cases "will bhe .
accepted in his/her professional _capacity, and what ..
course cof treatment will be followed cnce a patient-has
been accepted. The responsikility for .advising the
client as to the treatment to be provided rests upon-the
veterinarian.

DIRECT "REEPONSIBILITY .TQ CLIENT

The. professicnal .services of a veter:nar:an:shall_nﬂt:b TR

cantrolied or- explnlted_by any layhagencyrapersnnalmnr::r__
corperate, which.intervenes between:the-client—and-the:.:_ ..
veterlnarlan. A veterinarian shall not-allow awnon—--—-_-
licensed person or.entity to interfere-or intervene-with .
the veterinarian’s practice of veterinaryémedicine::ncrét:?:_
shall the veterinarian submit to such lnterference (= } et
intervention by a non-licensed person or—entity. . A 2.
veterinarian shall aveoid all relatlcnshlps whlchhcoulduii:;
result in interference or intervention in the . '
veterinarian's practice by a non-licensed person or
entity. A veterinarian shall be responsible for his/her
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own actions and is directly responsible to the client and
for the proper care and treatment of the patient.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARD OF HUMANE TREATMENT

Veterinarians shall exercise the same degree of humane
care, skill, and diligence in treating patients as is
ordinarily used in the same or similar._circumstances by
reasonable members of the veterinary medical profession -
in good standing in the locality or community in which -
they practice, or in similar communities.

ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF HEALTH THROUGH DIRECT
ENOWLEDGE ONLY

Licensed veterinarians in this State shall not issue a
certificate of health unless they know of their own
knowledge, by actual inspection and appropriate tests of
the animals, that said animals meet the requirements for
the issuance of such certificates.

2.12 AVOIDANCE CF GUARANTEEING CURES

It is professicnally dishonest for a licensed
veterinarian teoc guarantee a cure. A veterinarian must
avoid beld and confident assurances to clients,
especially where employment may depend upeon such.
assurance. ) ’ )

2.1 HONESTY, INTEGHRITY, AND _FAIR"DEALING

Co.2.14

Licensed vetarinarians shall conduct-their-practice with..
honesty; integrity, and fair-dealing to cliemts. .in- time

and services rendered, and in the amount charged for:

services, facilities, appliances, and_drugs.

OBSERVANCE.OF CONFIDENTIALITY - , o

A licensed veterinarian shall. nct:::zlabate;ijuuar -
ccnfldentlal_:elatlcnshlp,between:selfuand:cllent: d

=3=Minimam Standards-of Practice

.The delivery of veterinary care ,shall;i.be:prcvided.:in..;a,_,__f;._,,_.,__.sf___.,:

competent and humane manner. All. aspectS"oftveterInary
medicine shall be performed in a manner:compatible.with.

current veterinary: medlcal,practlce. iy

A veterinarian/client/patient relationship exists if:

A. A _veterinarian assumes responsibility for medical
Jjudgments regarding the health of an animal, and a
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client who is the owner or other caretaker of the _
animal agrees to fellow the veterinarian's
instructions; or

B. A veterinarian, through personal examination of an
animal or a representative sample of a herd or
flock, obtains sufficient information to make at
least a general or preliminary diagnosis of the
medical condition ¢6f the animal, herd, or flcck,
which is expanded through medically appropriate
visits to the premises where the animal, herd, or
flock is kept. )

3.3 Upcon the formation of the veterinarian/client/patient
relationship, for a veterinarian to exercise properly the
rights granted by a veterinary license, the veterinarian
shall perform:

A. A physical examination of an animal. When a group
of farm animals of one species is under a single
ownership, it may be considered as a single entity.
A veterinarian/client/patient relationship will be
considered toc have keen established for the whole
group if a representative number of animals have
been examined. - : :

B. A diagnostic assessment and treatment plan, to
include resccmmendatifns and nedications, shall _be.
discussed with the client and shall be entered into
the patient's medical record. When a group of . . .
animals of one species is under a single ownership,
it may be considered as a single entity, and when _ ____.
a. representative number of said animals have been
examined sufficient to enable +the examining
veterinarian to obtain a reascnable medical judgment
with regard to a diagnostic assessment and treatment— -
plan, then one reccrd.shall,be.sufflc1ent as to the“"_:__
entire group of anlmals.

“_?,‘ﬁ:c,, Follow up-recommendations sheould be discussed. w;th_ﬁ__"ﬁ,
- the client. -

'i13i4:iRadiclcgical.Services

A. A radiograph is the property of the vetsrinarian or
the veterinary facility which originally ordered it - -
to be prepared. ol

B. Radicgraphs should be stored and maintained for a
minimum of three years. All exposed radiographic
films shall have a permanent identification.




3.5 Pharmacolcgical Services

A, No drug or bioclogical agent that bears the legend
"Caution: Federal Law restricts this drug to the
use by or on the order cf a licensed veterinarian®
(hereinafter "“legend drugs") shall be prescribed,
dispensed or administered without the establishment -
of a veterinarian/client/patient relationship.

B. The veterinarian in charge is responsible for ..
assuring that any legend drugs and biclogical agents
prescribed for use in the veterinary hospital are
properly administered, for maintaining accurate
records. to include strength, dosage and quantity of
all medications used or prescribed, and for
instruction to clients on the administration of
drugs when the veterinarian will not be providing
direct supervisien.

c. All drugs and biclogical agents shall be maintained,
administered, dispensed and prescribed in compliance
with state and federal laws.

D. A1l repackaged legend drugs dispensed for companion’
animals shall ke stored in approved safety closure .
containers, except that this provisioen shall net
apply to drugs dispensed to any person who regquests .
that the medication net . be plaged in - such:._ .

, contatiners, or in such_ form-or-size that dit-canmot-s -
.. . be dispensed reasconably in such containers.

"Bl 211l repackaged legend drugs dispensed .shall. be =
labeled with the following:

1) Name, address and telephone number cf the ..

facility:
2) Client's name;
3) Patient'!s namea;

4) Date dispensed;
'5) Directions _for .use;

6) Name of drug, strength (if mcre-;thani
dosage form exists):;

7) Name of prescribing veterinarian.

F. Records shall be maintained of all medications
prescribed and dispensed for any animal in that
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animal's individual file. Such pharmacy recerds may
be transferred, in whele or in part, from one
veterinarian to another, in writing or by telephone,
when necessary to continue treatment or disease
prevention by mnedication started by the original
attending veterinarian.

G. A veterinarian that has a Federal D.E.A. number and
uses or dispenses controlled substances must comply '
with the federal regulations pertaining to the :
dispensing, storage and usage of controlled
substances.

3.6 Anesthesia Services

A. 1) Anesthetic equipment in accordance with the
level of surgery performed will be available
at all times. The minimum amount of support
equipment required for the delivery of assisted
ventilation will be: (a) resuscitation bags
of appropriate volumes, and (b) an assortment -
of endctracheal tubes in working condition.

2) Cxygen egquipment will _be available at all
times.

3) Some method o©of respiratory monitering is
mandatery, such.as.cbserving chest-movemants,
watching the . rebresathing bag, or use..cf _a .
raspircmoeter. Some  method of.  .cardiac:.
monitoring. is . recommended, and-may inciude use-. .
of a . stethoscope or electrocardiographic.. .
menitor.

B. Every animal shall be given a physical examination
'WIth;n’twelve (12) hcurs,prlor%to the administration. .
~eofran anesthetic. . ,_f:

. _ _Anesthetic equipment will be maintained .in. premer— .. ...
AR&WUrking-condition. ] o

-.MEJ;gﬁﬂo patlent shall .be released from veterinary - .

: rsupervision to the owner/client until it-—is:

~rambulatory unless it is not-ambulatory for-reasons—
‘unrelated to anesthesia. The only exception to this
rule would be the case where the client demands to
take the animal home against the advice and judgment
of the attending veterinarian. In this case the

5




veterinarian should have the client sign a release
form stating that they have been advised to leave
the animal; they realize the risks involved: and
that they are taking the animal against the advice
and judgment of the attending veterinarian.

3.7 Surgical Services - Sterile surgery shall be practiced _0°
in all cases in which sterile surgery is demanded by the -

- profession. Sterile surgery shall be defined as -
-procedures in which aseptic . technique is practiced in ...
patient preparation, instrumentation, and surgical . .
attire.

A. Surgical attire and technique for aseptic surgery:

1) Disinfection of surgeon's hands by scrubbing
with a dlslnfectlng surgical scrub soluticn.

2) Sterilized surgical gown with long sleeves is
recommended but not regquired. Clean clething
and sterilized gloves must be wormn.

3) Sterile surgery requires sterilization of all ..
appropriate eguipment. An acceptable method R
of sterilization sufficient to kill spores must

be used on all instruments, packs, and
equipment intended foruse in sterile surgical _
procedures.

-4} External use of heat sensitive tape types

indicators con surgical gowns, packs, and re—--
sterilized gloves or—the use of "stean clock®
type indicators deep in surgical packs shall
be required to menitor sterilization-
efficiency. The date the items were sterilized .. __
must be indicated.

Ancillary personnel. in the. surgery'rccm_shall
wear: clean . clething-and_ footwear. -

= “and e¢zld running “water shall be ﬁreadlly— :
!4__ﬂeac22551ble to the situs oﬁmthe_surgxcal procadure.s.

;;m;3~3_;nental“0peratlcns

The term Y“dental operation" as used_in these: rulesﬁ
smeans : .

1) The application or use of any instrument or - '
device to any portien of an animal's tooth, gum or
any related tissue for the prevention, cure or
relief of any wound, fracture, injury, disease or

-




other condition of an animal's tooth, gum or related
tissue; and

2) Preventive dental procedures including, but not
limited to, the removal of calculus, scft depcsits,
plaque, stains or the smoothing, filing or polishing
of tooth surfaces.

3) Nothing in these rules shall prochibit, however,
any person frem utilizing cotton swabs, gauze,
dental floss, dentifrice, toothbrushes or similar ..
items to clean an animalls teeth.

3.9 Embrvo Transfer

A.

The procedure commonly known as an embryo transfer
shall only be performed as a duty of a licensed
veterinarian.

3.10.Patient Record Keeping

A.

Individual records shall be maintained at the place
of business and shall include, but shall not be
limited to, identification of patient, patient
history, immunization records, and diagnostic
pracedurss performed.

Patient records shall he currsnt and maintainedion-
the .business premises for a period of “threse (3)
yvedars. and. are the resncn515111tv*andgg:npe:ty“cfzthe,h
employing vetarinarian.

When apprecpriate, the words Yherd®, "flock", or.
other cellective group terms may be used in place

of the ward "patient" in Subsections A and B of this .
section. Records maintained on these animals “may -

be kept in a daily log, or: thefbllllnq*recordSE“L*
provided that the ‘treatment informaticon-—that is-
entered is . .adeguate to substantiate .. . the:
identification cfthese.animals-and-the-medical ‘care=: .
provided. In no -case. does ~this - elimimate—the -
requirement to maintain:.drugsracords . as:specified .
by state and federal law and. Board rules. o

'%zazll-advertlslng ~'"-fé

Advert:l.s:.ng shall. be defined as the use of any- Forms s
of communication designed to inform-the public about—. -
the availability, nature, and prices of products or_ 7.
services, or to attract clients. _




B. A veterinarian may not 1initiate or Xnowingly
participate in any form of advertising or
sclicitation that contains a false, deceptive or
nisleading statement or claim.

3.12 Specialist Practitioners

A. A veterinarian may be allowed to designate himself .
as a specialist in any field of veterinary medicine -.-...
if he meets the requirements for his ‘or her  _ =
designated field. : :

B. A specialist may represent himself as such only if
he or she is a board-certified specialist. Claims
for specialization shall be restricted to those
disciplines for which there is a specialty board
approved by the American Veterinary Medical = .
Association (AVMA), or any other certifying agency
recognized by the Board. A veterinarian may not use
the term specialist for an area of practice for
which there is not AVMA recognized certification.
A diplomate of the American Board of Veterinary
Practitioners can claim only a specialty for <the
class of animals in which he specializes, not for
medical specialties unless he is board-certified in
those medical specialties.

cC. The term "specialty" or ¥specialists" is  not-
permitted to be usaed.in. the :name of a veterinary—
" hospital. uniess. .all veterimary staff are. board:.-
certi F_"r_ed_‘:sppr'ﬁ altists.

3213 Euthanasia — Euthanasia shall be performed in a compestent.
and humane manner. :

__jahlémnlspcsal of Deceased Animals - Sanitary methods:fcrothe -
o ““disposal of deceased animalsi:shall be provided . and: -
—maintained in compliance-with:the. local and-statezhealth .. .. _

ﬁzregniatlcns. , ST

i sal_of Vetez:mary -Waste -— - Contaminated —hospital ..
L Luswaste ~such as syringes, nesdles, su:g:calLblades,_and=_w;“f
contaminated materials shall be . dispeosed of. in-accordance - .
wlthAlocal state and federal laws. o

=d Eigiggg Yeterinary facility-—standards
e

;I?,mﬂcspz.tal Facilities - In order to be classified. as,
advertised as, or the word "hospital®™ to be used in the
name of a veterinary facility, the following minimum
standards and recquirements shall be met:




A. A reception room and cffice, or a combination of the
two.

B. An examination room separate from other areas of the
facility of sufficient size to accommodate the
doctor, assistant, patient, and client. The room
shall also have the feollowing minimum regquirements:

1) Lighting adegquate .to perform a basic andf_
thorough physical examinatien.

2) Immediate access to a sink with hot and cold
running water. . ]

3) Examination table with impervious surface which
can be easily cleaned and disinfected.

c. A surgery room shall be separate and distinct from
all other rcoms. The room shall have the following
minimum regquirements:

1) Lighting adequate to perform surgery. A
surgery room must be eguipped with either a
ceiling meounted or free standing surgery light
with a light source capable of being adjusted
or redirected.

2) A surgery tahle with an .impervicus zsurface.
which can be .cleaned.and easily disinfected..

3) An innalation anesthetic machine kept ' and
maintained in working-ocrder.

4) Oxygen readily available.

"5) An illuminated X-ray viewer-available.for. useufmaz
in the surgery-room. . , -

+i6) ~ Emergency -drugs —for -cardiac and.. pul
' : :resuscltatlcnﬂmﬁniEQraccesszhhainﬁﬂuasnxge:?;M
O .

“7) Walls, flocrs, and _counter-tops canstzucted_;_
with an impervious material —capable of: belng
cleaned and routinely disinfected,

8) Immediate access ta hot and cold runming-water..:’

"D, A diagnostic ¥~ray machine and development equipment— -
area kept in compliance with state and federal
regulations. .

1o




E. A clinical laboratory area containing the following
basic equipment:

1) Microscope with attached light source capable
of performing |Dbasic routine veterinary
diagnostic procedures.

2) Centrlfuge.

"3) Equipment to obtain a rap:.d hemocgliocbin and
hematocrit wvalue.

4) Diagnestic laboratory equipment test kits and
materials needed to render necessary tests or
an outside diagnostic laboratory facility
capable of returning critical diagnestic
results in 24 hours.

F. A Xkennel or housing area where animals can be

- retained for treatment and post surgical
observation. This area shall comply with the
following minimum standards:

1) Separate compartments for each animal,
maintained 1in a comfortable and sanitary
manner.

2) Exercise runs which provide and alloweffsctive
separatiomof . animals and-their wasteproducts.
The surfaces (walls and flooring) must-he .
impervicus so that they can be samitized-and.
diminfected

G. ' Indoor lighting for halls, wards, reception areas,
examining rooms and surgical rooms shall be adegquate
_;for:their intended purpose.

.smanmer. It should. have a neat, orderly appearance . ..
and: a sanitary environment. '

EQ;A:ilibrary of —~current veterinary journals and:
irtextbooks shall be available on the  premises_for:
ready refarencse.

L. If the hospital advertises that it is a 24-hour
emergency facility, it must have a staff perscn or

11




veterinarian available, or a telephone recording or . .
answering service shall be employed to inform a
client as to when they could expect to receive
professional care and a telephone number of the
nearest veterinary facility where they can receive
emergency service.

M. If the hospital advertises that the hospitalized
animal has 24 hour superVLSlon, a staff perseon or . . .
veterinarian must be in the facility at all times.

4.2 Clinic Pacilities - In order to be classified as,
advertised as, or the words "veterinary clinic" to be
used in the name of a veterinary facility, the following
minimum standards and reguirements must be met:

"A. A reception room and office, or a combination of the
two.

B. An exanination room separate from other areas of the
facility of sufficient size to accommodate the
doctor, assistant, patient, and client. The rocm
shall alsc have the following minimum regquirements:

1) Lighting adeguate to perform a basic and
thorough physical examination.

2) Immadiate access . to a_sink with hotrandecold
runming water.

3) Examinaticon table with impervicus surface which ..
can be easily cleaned and disinfected.

C. Indoor lighting for halls, wards, reception areas,
.examining rooms .and surgical.rcoms:shall be. adequate = .

L Zfor—their-intended - purpose.

CAIY floors .and wall_suzfaces_;n_rheuxxszlc”crmj{L,
EWeTkIngTareas. cﬁ‘the,hosp:tal,shall_beicnnstznctad* :
~with-a material that-can-be washed-and-disinfected.—

*E;f:fThe;faClllty should be maintained in.a professiomal .. .
~ .manner. It should.have a neat, orderly appearance .-
- .and_a sanitary envircnment.

““ATlibrary of current - veterinary - Journals .. sand: .
~textbooks shall. be available on the premlses o — -
‘ready reference. :

b
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If surgery is performed, all of the following standards
shall apply:

G. A surgery room separate and distinct from all cther
rooms. The roocm shall have the feollowing minimum
reguirements:

1) Lighting adeguate to perform surgery. A
surgery rcom must be equipped with either .a ..
ceiling mounted or free standing surgery light
with a light socurce capable of being adjusted
or redirected.

2) A surgery table with an imperviocus surface
which can be cleaned and easily disinfected.

3) An inhalation anesthetic machine kept and
maintained in working order.

4) Oxygen readily available. L o

5) An illuminated X-ray viewer available for use
in the surgery room.

6) Emergency drugs for .cardiac and pulmonary
resuscitation readily accessible to the surgery
room.

7) Walls, floeors, and scounter—tops  construocted.
with an .imoperviocus—material. capable of ckbeing -
cleaned and routinely disinfectsd.

8) Immediate access to hot and cold running water.

"H. “'Diagnostic X-ray machine and development eguipment -
area kept in compliance with. -state .and . federal . .

rregqulations.

:?tﬁkg:linzcalwlahcratnry a:eaxccntalnlngfthemfallcwzng =
#haszc;equlpment.

: 1) Microscope wlth,attachedullghtﬂscurcemcapable
- of ~performing basic Troutine . veterinary—
' diagnostic procedures.

2) Centrifuge.

“3) Equipment to obtain a rapid hemoglobin and
hematocrit value.

4} Diagnostic laboratory equipment test kits and
materials needed toc render necessary tests or
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an outside diagnostic laboratory facility
capable of returning critical diagnostic
results in 24 hours.

*

If animals are kept, all of the following standards shall . .

apply:

K. A kennel or housing area where animals can be

retained for treatment and pest surgical .

observation. This area shall comply with the.

following minimum standards:

1) Separate compartuents for each animal,
maintained in a comfortable and sanitary
manner.

2) Exercise runs which provide and allow effective

separation of animals and their waste products.
The surfaces (walls and flooring) mnmust be
impervious so that they can be sanitized and
disinfected. .

Emergency Care Facilities - In order to be classified as,
advertised as, or the titles "24 hour emergency care",

Nemergency hosplta" " or, “emergency clinic®, to be used
or implied. in the name of a veterlnary fac:.l.‘r.ty the
fallowing minimum standards and reguirements must be met.

A. A recepticn room and cffice, or a combination ofithe

two.

B. An examination room separate from octher areas of the

facility and of sufficient size to accommedate the
doctor, assistant, patient, and client. The room
shall also have the following minimum requirements:

1) Lighting adegquate to perform a basic.and.

thorouch physical. exam:.na:t:t,cn .

" 2) Immediate access :to.a sink.with hot.and_ col;L —

ronning-water.

3) An examinaticn table with impervious surface
which can bhe easily cleaned and disinfected..

C. A surgery room separate and distinct from all octher= - -
rooms. The room shall have the following mimimum.. -

requirements:

1) Lighting adeguate toc perform surgery. A
surgery room must be egquipped with either a
ceiling mounted or free standing surgery light
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with a light source capable of being adjusted
or redirected.

2) A surgery table with an impervious surface
which can be cleaned and easily disinfected.

3) An inhalation anesthetic _.machine kept and
maintained in working order.

4) Oxygen readily available.

5) An illuminated X~ray viewer available for use
in the surgery rcom.

&) Emergency drugs for cardiac and pulmonary
resuscitation readily accessible to the surgery
room.

73 Walls, floors, and counter tops constructed

with an impervious material capable of being
cleaned and routinely disinfected.

8} Immediate access to a hot and .celd running
water.

A diagnostic X-ray machine and development equipment
area kept in compliance with state .and .. federal
ragulations.

A clinical laboratory |arsa.containingsthefollowing
‘hasic egrnipment:

1) Microscope with ‘attzched light scurce capable
cf performing  basic routine veterinary
diagnostic procedures.

2) Cantrifuge... _
.3) Equipmentgix::chtain4jL;zapid:immxmﬂxtﬁJL;and;%i:*

hematacrit-value...

4) Diagnostic labhoratory equipment—testrkits-and
materials. needed to - render-necessary-tests-or--
an outside diagnostic laboratory—facility-
capable of returning critiecal  diagnostic. _
results .in 24 . hours. y

A kennel or housing area where -animals :zcan be. —
retained for treatment and post surgical '
obsexrvation. This area shall comply with the
following minimum standards:
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1) Separate compartments for each animal,
maintained in a comfortable and sanitary
manner.

2) Exercise runs which provide and allow effective.

separation of animals and their waste products.
The surfaces (walls .and flooring) must be
impervicus so that they can be sanitized and
disinfected.

G. Indoor lighting for halls, wards, reception areas,
examining rooms and surgical rooms shall be adequate
for their intended purpose.

H. ‘A1l floors and wall surfaces in the traffic or
working areas of the hospital shall ke constructed
with a material that can be washed and disinfected. -

J. The facility should be maintained in a professicnal
manner. It should have a neat, orderly appearance
and a sanitary envirconment.

K. A library of current veterinary Jjournals and
texthoocks shall be available on the premises for
ready réeference.

L. . The emergency facility must have an electrical .
cardiocgraphic monitoring device.

The minimum staffing resquirements  for an emergeacy
facility shall include a licensed veterinarian on "the
premises at all. times during the posted _hours -of.
operation. The board may grant special. authority to have
a veterinarian on immediate call with written permission
of the Beoard. It is of the discretion of the board . as
+o the amount of .time and distance away an on-call .
vetarinarian may ke for the staffing-of . an emergency
facility.

4.4 Mobile Veterinary Practice -:Mcbile veterinmary-practice._ .
is-that-form of clinical veterinary practice that-may-be
~transported or moved.  from_ -one _locaticn.to ancther—for:-— .
delivery of service. Mobile veterinary -practice may be
general service, limited service, and/or outcall service..

I+ is within the discretion of the Board as to the time.
‘and distance with which_a meobile veterinary practice may
be operated within the requirements of_this section. '

A, General mobile veterinary practice may be defined .
as providing a wide range of medical or surgical
services in a movable trailer or mobile home type
of vehicle modified to function as a veterinary
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practice facility. A general mobile veterinary
practice must comply with all regulations listed for
veterinary clinics with the exception of Subsection
F. The practice must also have some method or
provision for the client to obtain advice pertaining
to surgical and post treatment problems on a 24 hour
basis. If a mobile veterinary practice doesn't
completely met the regquirements of a veterinary
clinic, the board may have the authority to waive
one or more of those requirements.

B. Limited service mocbile veterinary practice may be
defined as the public or private delivery of
preventive health care, such as mass or group
vaccinations, and is represented as limited to such

practice.

1). Public immunization clinics are practices for
public health protection, and shall be operated
by a veterinarian licensed by the West Virginia
Board of Veterinary Medicine who has a
permanent office and facilities in the county
in which such limited service mobile veterinary
sexrvices are cffered or in any of the adjecining
counties of the county in which such permanent
facilities are situate.

2). Private 1limited service mobile veterinary
practices are practices. restricted to the .
delivery of .animal heaith protection.through
vacecinaticon and/or minor diagnostic testing.
The limited service mokile veterinary practices .
must have scome method or provision for the
client to obtain advice pertaining tc post
vaccinal reactions on a 24 hour basis.

Ties .. Ancoutcall service is an ambulatory extension of a .
. =general service vetarinary practice.

A). It is located within the same region.as.the . 7.
related general service practice, but .is
physically removed from the practice-premises.
It provides vaccinations, physical .
examinations, minimal treatments, and minimal
diagnostic screening.

.2). All house call veterinary practices that are
not extensions of a fixed veterimary facility
must have an affiliation with a general service
facility in the same region.
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D. Large animal or farm practice mobile units are not
considered mobkile _clinics for purposes of these
rules.

The Board shall establish deadlines for compliance with
Section 26-4-4, which shall not exceed 5 years in_any

case. - .. - . — - P

All veterinary facilities, including those specifically
mentioned above such as, hospitals, clinics, emergency
care, and mobile practice, shall ke affirmed in operation
by the board only after a determination that said

facility meets the respectlve provisions for operation
under these rules.

The Board shall have the power to revoke, suspend a
llcense, reprimand a licensee or other individuals, or
impose civil penalties for anyone ncot in compliance with
Section 26=-4-4 0f these rules.

26=4=5 Unretrieved animalsg

5.1

5.3

"Unretrieved animal" means any animal placed for confined
tresatment or boarding by its owner or an agent thereof
in the care and custody of a veterinarian, which animal
is not retrieved by the owner or agent thersof f£rém the
veterinarian within 72 hours of the resceipt by said cwner
or agant of a certified lettar, return receipt reguessted,
sant by the vetszrinarian, or within 72 hours of the
return of the unsigned certified mail. receint. Said
certified letter shall state that the unretrieved animal
is available for pick up by the owner or his agent, and
shall state the amount owed, if any, to the veterinarian.

"Humane disposal! means euthanasia by or under the direct

supervision ¢f a veterinarian or placement in a suitable

home or animal.shelter which shall not inciude any home.
or shelter which engages in animal experimentation or,

by sale or cotherwise, makes animals._available for the

purpese cof_animal experimentation.

A veterinarian may elect the humane disposal of an
unretrieved animal no sconer than 10 days after the
owner or agent therecf has signed or refused to sign for
the receipt of a certified letter from the veterinarian
indicating his intent to humanely dispose cof the animal,
which letter shall be sent to the cowner's or agent's last
known address. In the event the cowner cannot be notified
by certified mail, return receipt regquested, the
veterinarian may elect humane dispeosal any time after 10
days following return of the certified mail receipt. The
veterinarian shall keep an accurate record of the date
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and method of disposal, and the name, address and

telephone numker of the person or shelter receiving the
animal.

The humane disposal of an unretrieved animal _shall not
relieve the owner or agent thereof of -any financial
cbligation incurred for :treatment, boarding orcare by
the wveterinarian.

T“Notification and humane disposal .as provided in thislact5

shall relieve the veterinarian of any further liability
ragarding the unretrieved animal. . .

"The veterinarian shall post in a conspicuocus location in

the hospital or kennel a copy or a resume of the
provisions of this rule 26-4-~5 through 26-4-5.6.

19




