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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1TITLE 153

LEGISLATIVE RULE

SECRETARY OF STATE

SERIES 32

REGISTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR CELEBRANTS OF MARRIAGES

§153-32-1.  General.

1.1.  Scope.  --  This rule requires the secretary of state to authorize certain persons to celebrate marriages, establish  a central registry and establish a fee for registering. 


1.2.  Authority.  --  W. Va. Code §48-2-402.


1.3.  Filing Date.  --  June 21, 2002.


1.4.  Effective Date.  -- June 21, 2002.

§153-32-2.   Secretary of state’s registry of persons authorized to celebrate marriages.

2.1.  The secretary of state shall list qualified applicants in a central registry who meet the requirements of W. Va. Code §48-2-402 and rules promulgated by the secretary of state.


2.2.  The authorized person who is listed on the state registry of religious representatives authorized to celebrate the rites of marriage may  perform those rites in all the counties of the state.


2.3.  Each county clerk shall submit to the secretary of state a list of persons authorized in his or her county to celebrate marriages.



2.3.a.  The list shall be submitted prior to the first day of October, two thousand one.



2.3.b.  The list shall include the name of each person authorized by the submitting county to perform marriages.



2.3.c.  If available, the list shall include the phone number, address, religious or spiritual assembly or affiliation and the original authorization date of each person authorized to perform marriages.    



2.3.d. The list shall be submitted in hard copy and in an electronic format as approved by the secretary of state.

§153-32-3.  Registry Requirements.

3.1.  An applicant for listing on the state central registry of persons authorized to celebrate marriages by the secretary of state shall:



3.1.a.  Meet the qualifications set by West Virginia Code §48-2-402;



3.1.b.  Make application to the secretary of state for registry listing on the form designed by the secretary of state;



3.1.c.  Provide documentation of qualifications as required by the secretary of state;



3.1.d.  Pay to the secretary of state the appropriate application fee;

§153-32-4.  Proof of qualifications of religious representative to celebrate marriages.

4.1.   An applicant shall present certification  that he or she is authorized to perform marriages by his or her church, synagogue, spiritual assembly or religious organization; and


4.2.  The applicant shall present documentation that he or she is in regular communion with the church, synagogue, spiritual assembly or religious organization of which he or she is a member.


 4.3.  The applicant shall provide at least one of the following as a statement of his or her representation of a religious group:



4.3.a.  An official ordination paper from a church, synagogue, spiritual assembly organization, group or school showing that the person is an ordained minister for that group; or



4.3.b.  A letter or document signed by at least two members of a group stating that the person requesting to be registered to perform marriages ministers to that group and is in regular communion with that group.

§153-32-5.  Application fees received by the secretary of state.


5.1.  The application fee is twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

§153-32-6.   Order authorizing a person to celebrate marriages in all counties.


6.1.  Upon receipt of the application and documentation, the Secretary of State shall add the person’s name to the state registry of persons authorized to celebrate marriages; and


6.2.  An order authorizing the person to celebrate marriages is mailed to each person who fulfills  the qualifications as determined by the Secretary of State.






