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NUMBERED DIVISIONS FOR THE ELECTION OF CIRCUITUDGES -+ v R0 (A
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§153-24-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- To make uniform the implementation of W. Va. Code §3-1~17
requiring thaet judges in multi-judge circuits be elected within numbered divisions
each including only one judge.

1.2, Authority. -- W. Va. Code §§3~1A~6, 3-1-17
1.3. Filing Date. -- =
1.4. Effective Date. --

§153-24-2. Designation of numbered divisions.

2.1. Each judicial circuif shall contain as many divisions as there are judges
within the circuit as established by W. Va. Code §51-2-1.

2.2. Within each cirecuit having more than one judge, the divisions shall be
designated as in the following examples:

2.2.1. Full designation: lst Judicial Circuit, 2nd Division
2.2.2. Short form: 1st Cire., 2nd Div.

2.2.3. Abbreviation: Circ. 1/2

2.3. When the number of judges in a circuit is increased or decreased by the
Legislature, the number of divisicns shall automatically be adjusted and any added
position shall be assigned the next number in the sequence.

2.4. The secretary of state shall post e lst of numbered divisions up for
election and shall distribute that list to each circuit court clerk by the first Monday
in January of each election year.

§153-24-3. Nomination of circuit judges in numbered divisions.

3.1. Cenrtificate of candidacy.

3.1.1. Each person seeking nomination io the office of judge of the
circuit court shall file a certificate of candidacy in the fime, manner and place
required by W. Va. Code §3-5-7, and shall pay the filing fee or file the petition in
lieu of filing fee as required by W Va. Code §3-5-8 and §3-5-8 -

3.1.2. On the certificate of eandidaey announcement, the candidate
shall state the numbered division of the judicial circuit which he or she is seeking,
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except in circuits having only one judge.

3.1.3. Any certificate of announcement for judge in a multi~judge
circuit shall not be deemed to have been properly filed unless a circuit and a single
numbered division within the circuit is clearly designated as the division sought.
The secretary of state or the board of ballot commissioners, as the case may be, shall
not certify the candidacy of any person who fails to designate a circuit and a single
division.

3.1.4. No candidate for circuit judge shall be permitted to be a
candidate for office in more than one division, as required by §3-5-7(f).

a. A candidate who files two (2) or more certificates of
announcement designating different divisions and pays the required filing fee for
each different division shall not be eligible to be certified as a candidate for any
division unless & signed notarized statement of withdrawal from all but one
designated division is filed no later than the close of candidate filing. Al filing fees
are non-refundable. - _ o

b. The secretary of state, or circuit clerk, as the case may be,
shall immediately reject and return the filings of a candidate who simultaneously files
two (2) or more certificates of anncuncement designating different divisions
accompanied by a single filing fee.

3.2. Ballot arrangement of candidates for circuit judge.

3.2.1. Divisions shall be placed on primary and general election ballots
in numerical order.

3.2.2. The heading for each division on the primary election ballot shall
be as nearly as possible as follows:

For Circuit Court Judge
{No) Judicial Circuit, (No.) Division
{Vote for One)

3.2.3. Only those candidates certified for placement on the ballot within
a specific numbered division shall appear uhder that division heading.

3.3. Nomination of candidates in numbered divisions.

3.3.1. Each political party may nominate only one candidate for circuit
judge for each numbered division of a judicial circuit for multi-judge circuits.

3.3.2. The board of canvassers, in issuing the certification of results
for candidates for circuit judge, shall designate the circuit, the numbered division,
the candidates for judge within that division and the votes received in words and
numbers.

3.3.3. The secretary of state for multi-county circuits, and the board
of ballot commissioners for single county circuits, shall certify the nomination of the
candidate of each party receiving the highest number of votes within each division.
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§153~24~4. Election of circult judges in numbered divisions.

4.1. Only candidates who have filed a proper certificate of announcement
within the time required and who have been nominated in the primary election or by
petition shall be certified for placement on the general election ballot.

4.2. The board of canvassers shall, in issuing the certificate of results of the
general election, designate the judicial circuit, the numbered division, the
candidates for judge within that division and the votes received in words and

numbers.

4.3. The governor shall, upon ascertaining the results within each numbered
division, proclaim the results of the election and thereafter prociaim those judges
duly elected.

§153-24-5. Continuity of numbered divisions.

5.1. The numbered divisions as designated shall continue to be so designated
for election purposes.

5.2. Provisions relating to the designation of chief judge or the assignment
of terms of court within various counties within a circuit are not affected by the
designation of divisions.




West Virginia Legislature osrice of ¥ESTURZHA
Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

Room NB47-3tate Capitol
Charlagton, Wegt Virginia 25305
(30£) 3474340

Sepator Mike Ross, Co—Chair - ngra A. Gra@am, Counsel
Delegate Vicki Douglas, Co—Chair Joe Altizer, Asgociate Counsgel

December 12, 1835 - Marie Nickerson, Admr. Aagsistant

NQTICE OF RCTION TAXEN BY LEGISLATIVE RULI-MAKTING REVIEW COMMITTIE

TO: Ken Hechler, Segretary of State, State Reglster
TO: Mr. Ken Hechler
Secretary ¢f State
Capitol Complex
Charleston, WV 25303
FROM: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee . -
PROPOSED RULZ: Numbered Divisions for the Election of Circul: Judges

The Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee recommends that the West Virginia
Legislature:’ - - . ) - S .

1. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative Rule
{a) as originally filed
(b} as modified by the agency _ %
2. Authorize the agency to promulgate pari of the Legislative
rule; a statement of reasons for such recommendation is
attached.
3. Autheorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule

with certain amendments; amendments and a statement of
reasons for such recommendation i1s attached.

a4, Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule
as modified with certain amendments; amendments and a
statement of reascons for such recommendaticn is attached.

2. Recommends that the rule be withdrawn; a statement of
reasong for such recommendation ig attached.

Pursuant to Code 2%A-3-1l1{(c), this notice has been filed in the State
Register and with the agency proposing the rule.

co: Mary Ratliff .
Deputy Sec. of State




