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NOTICE OF AGENCY ADOPTION

Interpretaticns of WV Code §30-18 Relating to

Licensing of Private Detectives and Security Guards

Interpretive

The attached zrule constitutes the official rule adopted by the
Secretary of State's office on August 27, 1986 and filed with the
Segretary of State. B o :
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PROPOSED {|
WEST VIRGINTA INTERPRETIVE RULEECRETA 67 §
SECRETARY OF STATE
SERIES 11

TITLE: Interpretaticns of WV Code §30-18 relating to Licensing of
Private Detectives and Security Guards

Section 1. General }
1.1 Scope =~ These interpretive rules zrsglate +to the

provisions of WV Code §30-18 governing the licensing of private
detectives and security guards both individual and firm.

i.2 Ayutherity and related code citations -- WV Code
§30~-18 et seg.:; §2%A-1-2(c).

1.3 Filing Date --
1.4 Effective Date --
Secticn 2. Qualifications for Licensure
2.1° WV Code §30-18-1 requires a license to engage in

the business of prlvate lnvestlgatlon or watch guard or patrol
service. ]

2,2 The educatiocn and experience reguirements as
stated  in WV Cocde $30-18-2 are: "Every such applicant shall
establish to the satisfaction of the secretary of state that such
applicant, 1f he be a person, or, in the c¢case of a firm,
partnership or corporation, at least one member of such firm,
partnership or corporation, has been regularly employed as a
detective or shall have been a member of any United States
government investigative service, a sheriff or member of a city
or state police. department, for a . period of nét less than three
yvear's, or shall have had _at..least one vyear's training in
investigative work at an accredited college or university or
licensed private detective agency.

2.3 It is the interpretaticn of the secretary of state
that three vears' _experience as a security guard, watchman or
patrolman regularly enployed by any c¢f the agencies or
organizations listed in WV Code §30-18-2 -meets the statutory
requirements for licensure, provided the applicant seeks
licensure to engage in security, watch or patrel service oanly and
not investigative service.
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2.4 It is the interpretation of the secretary of state
that cne year's training at an accredited college or university
shall be at least 30 semester hours credit in investigative

studies. . . 7440 (22)

2.5 It is the interp;etati 1 of the secretary cf state
that one vyear's training at %/lii;?gid private detective agency
shall mean at least thirty $£¥e—(35) hours cf work per week Zor
fifty (50) weeks and that the training is documented by the
licensed detective agency administering the training. The
licensed agency shall swear or affirm, under the penalties of
false swearing, to the time the applicant has been employed, the
skills acguired by the applicant and tco the competency of the
applicant. - : -

2.6 " West Virginia Code §30-18-2 provides Zfor one
year's training be done with a licensed agency. It 1is the
interpretation of the Secretary of state that agency shall mean a
firm, partnership, associatiocon, corporation or other combination
or group of two or more persons having obtained from the Office
of the Secretary of State a firm license.  One year’'s training
under an individual who does not have a firm license does not
gqualify as one year's training pursuant to §30-18-2.

Section 3. Renewal

3.1 WV Code §30-18-3 and §30-18-4 reguires that all
licenses be valid for a period of one (1) year.

3.2 It is the interpretaticn of the secretary of state
that when a license expires prior to the receipt by the secretary
of state of .a completed renewal application, the applicant shall
be considered as a new applicant and shall follow the procedures
for initial application for a private investigator's license.
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- August 12, 198% _

The Honorable Ken Hechler .
Secretary ecf State .. oo s
State of West Vlrglnla o

State Capitol =~ T

Charleston, WV 25303

Re: . .Private Detective
Proposed Rules

Dear Sir: L LTIt il D

I recently spoke to Bill Harrington cf your stafi con-
cerning the proposed rule amendments. As you state in vyour
letter, "this is net the real answer" but may be of some
intermittent value. The following are my comments:

e 2.3 - Experience with a corporate/cempany security
department should alsc gualify an individual. A
perscn empTOyed in such a capacity receives much
more experience in security and crime preventLon
than a police cfficer.

e 2.4 - "investigative studies" sheculd be defined _ :
as course work in criminal justice or pelice science.

@ 2.5 - I believe Y32" hours is considered full-time.

e 3.2 - T applaud this regulaticn. Perhaps those who
have continued to cperate withcocut a license can be
dealt with effectively.

We must stari recognizing the fact that "security and
private. investigation” is a field, a specialization, unto
itself. A person with simply policeman or patrol experience
has not had the background to start a security or private

investigative agency. I - feel thls is a serious misinterpre- - = _.

tation by laymemn.

I look forward to discussing this matter further.

Sincerely,

T. William- Slgnorelll, CFP
President

5407 MacCorkle Ave. S.E.  Charleston, WV 25304
(304) 343-1234
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The Heoncrable Ken Hechler

Secretary of State T
State of West Virginia

State Capitol .
Charleston, WV 25305 : S

Re: Private Destective
Propesed Rules

Dear Sir: S e

I recently spoke to Bill Harringten of your staff con-
cerning the proposed rule amendments. As you state in your
letter, "this is not the real answer" but may be of some
intermittent value. The following are my comments:

e 2.3 - Experience with a corporate/company security
department should also gualify an individual. A
person employed in such a capacity receives much
more experience in security and crime preventlon
than a police officer. - :

e 2.4 - "investigative studies" should be defined
as course work in criminal justice or police science.

e 2.5 - I believe "32" hours is ccnsidered. full-time.

e 3.2 - I applaud this regulation. Perhaps those who
have continued to operate w1thout a llcense can be
dealt with effectively.

We must start recognizing the fact that "security and
private investigation" is a field, a specialization, unto
itself. A person with simply policeman or patrol experience
has not had the background to start a security or private

investigative agency. I feel this is a serious misinterpre-
tation by laymen.

I look forward to discussing this matter further.

Sincerely,

-

T. William Signegcrelli, CPP
Prasident

5407 MacCorkle Ave. S.E.  Charieston, WV 25304
- (304) 343-1234
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