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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION RULES

Comment period ends: June 3, 2002.

Background: These amendments are required to keep the West Virginia Secondary School
Activities Commission current with regard to changes, trends and issues in the band
and athletic programs.

Recommendations: It is the Department’s recommendation that all proposals be approved with the
exception of the following:

W Proposal One - This proposed amendment would change the boundaries of districts from five to
eight.

M Proposal Sixteen - This proposed amendment would allow a coach to receive a lifetime pass with
twenty years of coaching,

W Proposal Twenty-three - This proposed amendment would require three classifications in all
sports.

Minor editorial revisions such as formatting - to be compliant with the Secretary of State’s office,
and gender preference - SSAC preference, were made.




2001-02

PROPOSAL 1

Amend §127-1-5 Administration (pg. 2} as follows:
5.4 The Board of Control of the West Virginia Secondary Schoo Activities Commission shall delegate and assign to the Board of Appaals

Direciors, hereinafter constituted, the pewerand authority to define, devise andlor-create five-(5) gight (8) administrative districts In the
State of West Virginia:

{a} Effective July 1, 4874 2002, and untit such time as it is necessary to change the boundaries of such districts, the five-(5) gight (8)
administrative districts shall be as follows: '

(1) First District: -Broake
(2) Seconanistn'ct
{3) Third District: Boene-Br
{4) Fgurth pislrld:

(5) Fifth gil;h'ict

PROPOSAL 2

Amend 127-1-5 Administration {pg. 2} as follows:

5.4{b)  Any change in the boundaries of said administrative districts adophed by the Board nf Appaals Q,:g_g__g,r;; shall be submiued for
appruval to the Board Of Control atthe annual rneehng ge-F & ard-oi-Apped !

PROPOSAL 3

Amend $27-1-6 Officers and Duties (pg. 3) as follows:

6(d) An elected officer-member shall be eligible to serve two (2) regular five {5) year terms in succession. Upen comptetion of the two
successive terms, a former officer-member shall not be appointed to nar eiected tofilla vacancy of an unexplred ten'n dunng the five
(5) year period immedlately fol!omng the explratlon of hns regurar term Ar-altermato-office B0 EOPBE

— §ging

PROPOSAL 4

Amend 127-1-8 Board of Appeals as follows:

§127-1-8 Board of Appeals, Directors,

PROPOSAL S
Amend 127-1-11 Executive Secretary (pg. 6) as follows:
§127-1411 Executive Sacrotary. Director,

PROPOSAL &

Amend 127-1-11 Executive Secretary (pg. 6} as follows:

11.3 The Execulive Seatetary Diractor shall serve durng at the will and pleasure of the Board of Appeals but shall not be removed duﬂng
hrshar- the term of office contract penod except forjust and reasonable cause. ineff & .




PROPOSAL 7
Amend 127-1-12 Duties of the Executive-Seeratary Director (pg. 6) as follows:

12.1(b)

PROPOSAL 8

Amend 127-2-3 Enrollment and Team Membership (pg. 9) as follows:

PROPOSAL 9

Amend 127-2-3 Enroliment an-d Team Membership {pg. 10) as fallows:

35 Students enrolled in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high school may participate on the high school team. Also, ninth graders
of a feeder school may participate on their high school team If granted permission by the county or governing body of a private/
parochial board of education and the schoal principals involved. However, once a student becomes a member of that tearn said
student will be ineligible for the Junior high team in that sport.

PROFOSAL 10

Amend 127-2-5 Semester and Season (pg. 10) as follows:

PROPOSAL 11

Amend 127-2-6 Scholarship (pg. 11) as foliows:

PROPOSAL 12

Amend 127-2-6 Scholarship (pg. 11) as follows:

8.1(b)

>-studonthas-complotad-all-slate, county-and-sohos tecuirormenis-forgraduatinghe-¢ s The student may select four full credits
from any area of the curriculum offered by the sc

hool.

PROPOSAL 13

Amend 127-2-7 Resldence-Transfer (pg. 11) as follows:

PROPOSAL 14

Amend 127-2-7 Residence-Transfer {pg. 11} as follows:




PROPOSAL 15

Amend 127-2-7 Residence-Transfer (pg. 11) as follows:

7.2217 (b} : Fr-o : : dosr After establlshmg inftial
resldency wlth ane parent atl subsequent Lransfers will require a penod of Il'le|lglblllly for the remamder of that school year yunless a
i th Jad

PROPOSAL 1€

Amend 127-3-6 Coaches (pg. 16) as follows:

6.86 All coaches and athletic directors of member schools whe-uponretirement-Fom-a-membersaheal with at least 20 years of service
either as a coach, athlelic director or combination of coaching and athietic director shall receive a lifetime WVYSSAC Courtesy and

Identification Card. This card shall allow admittance to any WYSSAC sponsored event. This admittance will be by presentation of the
WVSSAC Courtesy and Identification Card and photo idenfification.

PROPOSAL 17
Amend 127-3-7 campselOut-of-Season Coaching (pg. 18) as follows:

7.4

School organ:zad out—of—season prachca or echooh-organ
2 al du 0

PROPOSAL 18
Amend 127-3-7 SampeiOut-of-Season coaching (pg. 18} as follows:

7.2 A coach or suFFagate Qdmmjmmﬂmm may Aol be present asan observer Iecture parhc:pant staff member
of in any capadty at any summer camp here .

PROPOSAL 19

Amend 127-3-8 Forfeit and Resfitution (pg. 19) as follows:
8.3 If a team or irdividual student participating In an individual contest leaves the feld-e~cour playing area in protest and falls to complete

, the contest is forfeited and the school principal or his designee and the violator must-appeat may be required o appear
before the Execu’ave Secretary Director to indicate why additional action should not be taken.

PROPOSAL 20
Amend 127-3-9 Game Officlals (Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders) (pg. 19) as follows:

8.3

PROPOSAL 21
Amend §27-3-10 Classifications (pg. 20) as follows:

101




PROPOSAL 22
Amend 127-3-10 Classification (pg. 20} as follows:

10.2

PROPOSAL 23

Amend 127-3-10 Classlfication {pg. 20} as follows:
10.4 The Board of Appeals may shall structure the WVSSAC toumament series in each sport by classification (AAA-AA-A), Each sport will

be structured according to the ievel of interest and accommodation for tournament alignment. Prior to any change of structure of any
given sport, a survey of the membership must be conducted by WVSSAC,

PROPOSAL 24
Amend 127-3-12 Legat Opponents (pg. 21} as follows:

121

PROPOSAL 25

Amend 127-3-12 Legal Oppanents {pg. 21) as follows:

12.43 Member schools of the West Virginla Secondary School Activities Commission shall not participate In any foterscholastic contest or
lea.GﬁQQ agamsl non-schooi teams Mmmmmmmmmmwmm

PROPOSAL 26

Amend 127-3-16 Sports Rules - Game Protests (pg. 22) as follows:

4815.3 The protest of a game mmwg_mggm wﬂI not be allowed b

PROPOSAL 27

. Amend 127-3-16 Sports Rules - Game Protests (pg. 22) as follows:

PROPOSAL 28

Amend 127-3-18 State Champlonships (pg. 22) as follows:

4817.2 The Board of Appeals may shall divide the state into sections and regions for the purpose of determining champlionships In the sports

sponsored by this Commission. The Board of Appeals shall have charge of directing and maklng necessary arrangemen’rs for
toumarnents meets and conlests lead:ng to and :nc!uding slate champlonshtps a-prRcipals *

PROPOSAL 29

Amend 127-3-23 Cross Country (Boys and Girls) {pg. 25) as follows:




PROPOSAL 30

Amend 127-3-23 Cross Country {Boys and Girls) {pg. 25) as follows:

2322.4 Maximum Team Contests: Ne-imit: A cross country team will be Dermilted 16 meets exclusive of regional and state contests,
PROPQSAL 31

Amend 127-3-24 Football {py. 26) as follows:

2423.9(g) Junior HigthIddle School football teams rnay be permined to play avertime periods in-Gaunby—er—Laaguaﬂaysﬁs-er-wha»advam

o ase at th "
the score remains tied, A maxlmurn cf 2 overtime perlods w1|l bs pen'nitted in accordance w:th the National Federatlon Fnctball Rules
20 yard line avertime procedure.

PROPOSAL 32

Amend 127-3-25 Galf (Boys and Girls) {pg. 27) as follows:

2524.2 Organized Team Practice: Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 7 5 and the first contest may be played on any day
after tho-opanng-efpracice the first day of the seasan.

PROPQSAL 22
Amend 127-3-28 Soccer (Boys and Glris) (pg. 27} as follows:

2625.4 Maxu‘num Tearn Contests A soccer team will be permmed to play no more than 48 20 matches ifpadicipaiing-ln-a-conforonce
: Fe aches exclusive of sectional, regional, and state toumaments. Tho-conforence

: :

PROPOSAL 34

Amend 127-3-27 Softball {pg. 28) as follows:

2726.4  Maximum Team Contests: A softball team wlll be penmtted to play no more than 31 games if participating in a conference toumnament

t inj : otherwise, the regular season will be 30 games exclusive of sectonal,
regional and state contests. The cerferense tournament is to count as one (1) game.

PROPOSAL 35

Amend 127-3-31 Volleyball (Girls) {pg. 30) as follows:

34304 Maximum Team Contest: A volieyball team will be permitted fo play in no more than 23 matches if pariclpating in a_conference
toumament; otherwise the regular season will be 22 matches exclusive of sectional, regionai, and state contests, The conference
fournament is to count.as one {1) match.

PROPOSAL 36

Amend 127-3-32 Wreslling (pg. 31) as follows:

32314 Maximum Team Contest: A wrestling team will be permitted to have 36 18 matches exclusive of ene{1-conference-—orcounty
tournament:; regional and state toumaments,

PROPOSAL 37

Amend 127-4-3 Code for Interscholastic Athleties (pg. 35) as follows:

3.87(d) in case of spectators physically molesting an offictal, administrator, coach, or player student, the school may be given one of two
uptlons 1) :akeaenan ﬂ_e_cl:anggs agamst the nﬁender (s) or 2) accept disdpline from the WVSSAC _Any_ng[ﬁgn_{gy_ng_qmmm
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TITLE 127 ic : HKL;'_I Li'\
LEGISLATIVE RULE voenninnd b STATE

WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
SERIES 7
OFFICIALS’ HANDBOOK
§127-7-1. General.

1.1. Scope - These rules establish the general requirements, reports to be filed, code of
ethics, officiating fees, game contracts and classification of officials at athletic events.

1.2. Authority - W.Va. Constitution, Article XII, §2 and W.Va. Code §18-2-25.
1.3. Filing Date - June 7, 2002.
1.4. Effective Date - August 6, 2002.

§127-7-2. Editorial Note.

2.1. As permitted by West Virginia Code subsection (f), section seven, article two, chapter
twenty-nine A, this rule is omitted from publication. Itis available from the West Virginia Secretary
of State’s office. A copy of the Handbook has been provided to all member schools and officials
(2002-2003). This handbook relates to West Virginia Code section twenty-five, article two, chapter
eighteen and is the issue dated 2002-2003.




FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET

(submit 4 copies)

HD NO. DRAFT NO. BILL NO. RESOLUTION NO.

SUBJECT WV Secondary School Activities Commission FUND

SOURCE OF REVENUE: J GENERALFUND (J SPECIAL O OTHER (SPECIFY)
COST ESTIMATE BASED ON: (4 AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGETBILL (3 OTHER (SPECIFY}

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: i AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE (3 BUDGET BILL (J OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2, AND GIVE EXPLANATION CF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG RANGE EFFECT INITEM 3.

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL
INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
1. ESTIMATED TOTAL
COST $ 32,679 $ $ 59,847 $ 92,526 $
PERSONAL SERVICES $ (la) 6,000 3 $ (la) 10,000 $ (la) 16,000$
CURRENT EXPENSES (1b) 2,520 (1b) 7,560 (1b) 10,080
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS (1c} 1,500 (1¢) 2,500 (1c) 4,000
EQUIPMENT (1d) 19,500 (1d))32,500 (1d)) 52,000
OTHER (23) $147 Cross Country (23) (447) (594)
1480 Swim (2,246) (3,726)
1532 Tennis (4,594) (6,126)
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL (16) (-2000.00)
REVENUES 5 (23) $1,586.00 §16)2,000.00 || $(16)2,00000 $ (23)1,586.00 § O

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

Continued on Attached Page

2! Zﬁ;,., P

4/22/02 WV Secondary School Activities Commission

DATE AGENCY LTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE




FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET - CONTINUED

Ergpgsal |

a.

b.

Tf the number of administrative districts is raised from five to eight, the amount of annual student scholar-
ships of $1,000 each would increase from $10,000 to $16,000.

If the number of administrative districts is raised from five to eight, three additional representatives would
need to be added to each of the fourteen Sport Coaches’ Committees. Currently, each representative’s
expenses are approximately $60.00 annually. The increase of 42 more representatives would be an addi-
tional expense of $2,520.00.

If the number of administrative districts is increased, the number of Board of Appeals members would
increase from five to eight. There would be an increase of $1500 in personal services due to a $500
honorarium received by each member.

The current expense for each Board member is $6,500 annually. The additional three members would
result in an increase expense of $19,500.

Proposal 23

Additional classes would require more days of tournament play which would increase expenses and possi-
bly decrease instructional time. Possible increased revenue could result in wrestling ($936) and soccer
($650). However, the sports which have shown losses may have increased losses due to additional days of
tournament play (cross country - $147; swim - $1480; tennis - $1582).

SPECIFIC AMOUNTS OF INCREASE OR DECREASE FOR ALL PROPOSALS ARE EX-
PLAINED ON THE FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET.




‘e AMERICAN LEGION

»arkersburg Post 15, 2505 Ohio Avenue, P.O. Box 724, Parkersburg, WV 26102
23 May 2002

Mr. G. A. McClung, Asst. Superintendent
WV Department of Education "
Charleston, WV. 25305 AY 2.8 2000

Re: Proposed 21 Day Rule.

Dear Superintendent McClung,

On behalf of the American Legion Parkersburg Post 15 permit me to register a negative
viewpoint regarding the proposed 21 day rule now being considered by the State Board of
Education. I respectfully request the board vote against this proposal.

This proposal, if passed, will be very detrimental to the summer basebal] program known as
American Legion baseball. Here's why, legion baseball can not start each year until the high
school teams have completed their seasons. This means in early June. If the high school coaches

are allowed, as now proposed, to practice 21 day's in June, this means most legion teams can not
start until that 21 day period has been completed.

_ In WV most of our athletes play multiple sports, basically football and basketball. I know in the
case of Parkersburg Post 15, if this rule was effective at this time we could not have a team until
July because our team is made up of the football, basketball and baseball players.

I also see this proposal as being most unfair to the multi-talented athlete, if the boy excels in
both football and basketball, as most do, he will be under extreme pressure from both the
football and basketball coaches to participate in their particular sport. One might argue that is
not a problem as the coaches will have to share the boy equally. We all know that this will not
fly as each coach will look the boy in the eye and simply tell him if he wishes to play his sport he
should choose to show up for his 21 day sessions. The proposal also says this a voluntary
program. Oh yes, we can say that, but we know what the coaches say, be there or else. It's not

fair to put the boy in this position. I view this proposal as real trouble for the schools athiete
directors to settie coaches complaints against each other.

Please weigh this proposal carefully and do what is best for the athlete keeping in mind the
negative aspects as it effects American Legion baseball.

Most sincerely,

R.T. Cunningham
Athletic Officer, Post 15




MAY 3 2002

" Regional Education Service Agency v

404 Old Main Drive ULJ{
Summersville, WV 26651 "{\
Braxton (304) 872-6440 /L ‘
Fayette (FAX) 872-6442 (0
Greenbrier
Nicholas
Pocahontas ELMER L. PRITT
Webster Executive Director
April 26, 2002

Dr. David Stewart

West Virginia Superintendent of Schools
West Virginia Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Dear Dr. Stewart:

Re: Proposed SSAC Rule Dealing with Summer Athletic Activities

At our Wednesday, April 24, 2002, Board of Directors meeting, discussion
took place concerning proposed policy revision permitting student participation in
summer activities related to athletics. The Board of Directors unanimously directed
me to convey to you their desire to expressly prohibit allowing more involvement
between coaches and student athletes during the summer session. They feel very
strongly that present guidelines are adequate and that further expansion of summer
activities would be detrimental to the students. The RESA IV Board of Directors
unanimously supports last year’s limiting out-of-season practice.

Sincerely yours,
- 7

 Elmer L. Pritt
Executive Director

ELP/cmp




G. A. McClung

From: Marcia Ritchie [mritchie@citynef.net]
Sent: Monday, May 27, 2002 11:00 AM
To: ‘gmcclung@access.k12.wv.us' -~
Suhject: Comment Response

Individual/Organization: Marcia Ritchie -Middle School Soccer Coach
101 2nd Avenue, Murraysville, WV 26164

Comments/ Suggestions:

In regard to WVSSAC Rules 127-2.4.2 and 127-2-4.3. Students at the junior
high and middle school level who exceed the age limit should not be given
special treatment. Having taught in the middle school, | have seen the
immaturity tevel exhibited by these students. Age does not determine
maturity. There are plenty of students in high school . Schoolcoaches
should not rush kids.

In regard to WVSSAC Rules that govem organized out -of-season practice and
related activities during Weeks 50,51, and 52 of the calendar.

Being a parent of 3 students (middle fhigh schoof} and a middle school
coach, | do not agree in allowing the coaches to start practices earlier
than required.

It is hard on the student to make every practice , let alone out-of-season
practices that coaches WILL require of them. There are coaches that will
"weed out" students if they are unable or choose family vacations or other
activities rather than practices . | do not see this as being beneficial to
the students/family. That's what school sports are meant for-the children.

Schools and sports coaches are forcing childrer to pick one or 2 sports
or activities earlier and earlier..then get bumnt out in high school. Ages

11-14 are optimum learning ages for sports in the development of a child.

Coaches are becoming too demanding and unaccommodating.

We need to develop better coaches .Not allow them to monopolize or
waste time with longer and more unscheduled practices.

Speaking as a parent, coaches are tuming kids off with their lack of
consistency/direction and vision for their teams.

Thank you ,
Marcid Ritchie




MAY 3 0 2002 -

TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may attagh additional sheets jf necessary.

i nization:___/
Title: Z; %/é 71 & @/’/’éj (7

Street Address: City/State/Zip /

Comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Principal.
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parental Permission.
§127-3-4. All Star Participation,
§127-3-5. Awards,
§127-3:6, Coaches. é ;P C}% Nl — /4 ﬂ/Aé Z ZL //?ffff
}pm/mm/ #ily =1 400 7 :

n,Coaching.

§127-3-7. Out-of-Seaso )
L Juve grot Coveams i /1474/)9
§127-3-8. Forfeit and Restitution. ‘ﬁ? /0/'0 D54 /74 //c/ Y /X-

4 /0/%8 gee A’/f?&é/f%@z//)

§127-3-9. Game Officials (Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders).




§127-3 - Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form
Page Two

§127-3-10. Classification.

) ,u),/}ﬂ/ﬂM/ # 02/ —7 é%j %

§127-3-11. ange of Ehglbm Cert:ﬁcates

é/ [%’

//i’ffff

§127-3-12. Legal 6pponentsl

§127-3-13. Contracts.
'§127-3-14. Sunday Contests.

§127-3-15. Sports Rules - Game Protests,
§127-3-16. Sanctioning and Travel.
§127-3-17. WVSSAC Tournaments.

§127-3-18. Season Regulations.

§127-3-18. Baseball.




Tyzarts Yalley High School
Home of the Fightin', Bitin, Bulldogs

Phone; 304-335-4824 /457574345 (Main Office) P.O. Box 68

304-335-4427 (Athletic Director) Mill Creek. WV 26280

—

Fax: 304-335-6963 Y

May 22, 2002

G.A. McClung, Assistant Superintendent
WV Dept. of Education

Building 6, Room 318 State Capitol Complex
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, WV 25305-9969

Dear Mr. McClung: _ e \ v

I am writing in reference to Proposals #17 & #18 in re‘gﬁ to the proposed changes in the
WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook. 1 have 25 years of coaching experience, 20 of

which I have been and am currently a head varsity boys bﬁaketball coach. Ihave just completed
my 3* year of being the Athletic Director at TVHS.

The people who support these proposals will say that it will allow our athletes a chance to
improve themselves during this 3 week period. In reality, the coaches are more concerned with
building team concepts and running teamn plays than they are with individual progress. These 2
proposals will cause a great amount of stress and discord between coaches of multi-sport athletes
as someone will have to decide with which team the athlete will spend either all or the majority
of the limited available time.

If the proponents of these proposals are éy concerned about the individual athlete, then let’s
have a rule that allows the coach to work enly with small groups (3 or less) or just single
individuals during the off season whenever the opportunity presents itself. Rather than
scheduling the entire team for practices over a concentrated 3 week period, the small group
settings would allow more flexibility for the individual athlete and the families involved. Our
goals should be for more improvement for the individual athlete rather than improving the teams.

Please see fit to defeat Proposals #17 & #18.

Sipcerely,
Y
Codch T amsl

Athletic Director
Head Boys Varsity Basketball Coach
TVHS




1 AMERICAN LEGION

.rkersburg Post 15, 2505 Ohio Avenue, P.O. Box 724, Parkersburg, WV 26102
23 May 2002

Mr. G. A. McClung, Asst. Superintendent
WV Department of Education M
Charleston, WV. 25305 AY g g 2007

Re: Proposed 21 Day Rule.

Dear Superintendent McClung,

On behalf of the American Legion Parkersburg Post 15 permit me to register a negative

viewpoint regarding the propased 21 day rule now being considered by the State Board of
Education. I respectfully request the board vote against this proposal.

This proposal, if passed, will be very detrimental to the summer baseball program known as
American Legion baseball, Here's why, legion baseball can not start each year until the high
school teams have completed their seasons. This means in early June. If the high school coaches

are allowed, 2s now proposed, to practice 21 day's in June, this means most legion teams can not
start until that 21 day period has been completed.

. In WV most of our athletes play multiple sports, basically football and basketball, I know in the
case of Parkersburg Post 15, if this rule was effective at this time we could not have a team unti]
July because our team is made up of the football, basketball and baseball players.

1 also see this proposal as being most unfair to the multi-talented athlete, if the boy excels in
both football and basketball, as most do, he will be under extreme pressure from both the
football and basketball coaches to participate in their particular sport. One might argue that is
not a problem as the coaches will have to share the boy equally. We all know that this will not
fly as each coach will look the boy in the eye and simply tell him if he wishes to play his sport he
should choose to show up for his 21 day sessions. The proposal also says this a voluntary
progran. Oh yes, we can say that, but we kmow what the coaches say, be there or else. It's not

fair to put the boy in this position. I view this proposal as real trouble for the schools athlete
directors to settle coaches complaints against each other.

Please weigh this proposal carefully and do what is best for the athlete keeping in mind the
negative aspects as it effects American Legion baseball.

Most sincerely,

R.T. Cunningham
Athletic Officer, Post 13




MAY 3 2002

- Regional Education Service Agency IV :
404 O1d Main Drive - . Lu'{
Summersville, WY 26651 (\{\(U :

Braxton (304) 872-6440 .‘

Fayette (FAX) 872-6442 (0 .
Greenbrier - :

Nickolas

Pocahontas

ELMER L. PRITT

‘Wehster Executive Director

April 26,2002

Dr. David Stewart

West Virginia Superintendent of Schools
West Virginia Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25303

~ Dear Dr. Stewart:

Re: Proposed SSAC Rule Dealing with Summer Athletic Activities

At our Wednesday, April 24, 2002, Board of Directors meeting, discussion
took place concerning proposed policy revision permitting student participation in
summer activities related to athletics. The Board of Directors unanimously directed

me to convey to you their desire to expressly prohibit allowing more involvement
between coaches and student athletes during the summer session. They feel very
strongly that present guidelines are adequate and that further expansion of summer
activities would be detrimental to the students. The RESA IV Board of Directors
unanimously supports last year’s limiting out-of-season practice.

Sincerely yours,

~ Elmer L. Pritt
Executive Director

ELP/cmp




G. A. McClung

Erom: Marcia Ritchie [mritchie@eitynet.nat]
Sent: !\donday, May 27, 2002 11:00 AM
To: gmcclung@access.k12Zwv.us' -
Subject: Commemnt Response

Individual/Organization: Marcla Ritchie -Middle Schoal Soccer Coach
101 2nd Avenue, Murraysvilie, WV 26164

Comments/ Suggestions:

In regard to WVSSAGC Rules 127-2.4.2 and 127-2-4.3. Students at the junior
high and middle school level who exceed the age fimit should not be given
special treatment. Having taught in the middle school, | have seen the
immaturity level exhibited by these students. Age does not determine
maturity. There are plenty of students in high school. Schoal/coaches
should rot rush kids.

ln regard to WVSSAC Rules that govem. organized out -of-season practice and
related activities during Weeks 50,51, and 52 of the calendar.

Being a parent of 3 students (middle /high schoof) and a middle school
coach, | do not agree in allowing the coaches to start practices eariier
than required.

It iz hard on the student to make every practice , let alone out-of-season
practices that coaches WILL require of them. There are coaches that will
nweed out* students if they are unable or choose family vacations or other
activities rather than practices . {do not see this as being beneficial to
the students/family. That's what school sports are meant forthe children.

Schools and sports coaches are forcing children to pick one or 2 sports
or activities earlier and eariier..then get bumt out in high school. Ages

11-14 are optimum leaming ages for sports in the development of a child.
- Coaches are becoming too demanding and unaccommodating.

\We need to develop better coaches Not aliow them to monopefize or
waste time with longer and more unscheduled practices.

Speaking as a parent, coaches are tuming kids off with their lack of
consistency/direction and vision for their teams.

Thank you ,

Marcid Ritchie
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TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form

: | Please use this form when commenting. You may attagh additional sheets jf necessary.
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Street Address: City/State/Zip
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XRS5
Comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Principal,
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parental Permission.
§127-3-4. All Star Participation,
§127-3-5. Awards,
§127-3-6. ..Q?.@Phe& é 0@ %ﬂ/ O /A ﬂ/d 7 [ /’ / ﬂﬁfff
lp/‘aﬁﬂdﬁf/ #7408 [7 . |

§127-3-7. Qut-of-Season,Coaching

L Juve grod Coveams i /147,%?;
§127-3-8. Forfeit and Restitution. %47 /ﬁﬁ O A /7 /%A/(/ F/x

 plosé gee Mtehmort)

§127-3.9. Game Officials (Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders).
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§127-3 - Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form
Page Two

§127-3-10. Ciassification.

N opn] # 2 —boor] e e it

§127 -3- 11 Engange of Ehglblh Certlt'cates ¥ /ﬁfg;

§127-3-12. Legal Opponents.
§127-3-13. Contracts.

'§127-3.14. Sunday Contests.
§127-3-15, Sports Rules - Game Protests.

§127-3-16. Sanctioning and Travel,
§127-3-17. VWSSAC Tournaments.
§127-3-18. Season Regulations.

§127-3-18. Baseball.




Tygarts Yalley High School
Home of the Fightin', Bi in', Bulldogs

Phone: 304-335-4824 /45754345 (Main Office) P.O. Box 68

304-335-4427 (Athletic Director) Mill Creek. WV 26280

T
Fax:  304-335-6563
e /

May 22, 2002

G.A. McClung, Assistant Superintendent
WV Dept. of Education

Building 6, Room 318 State Capitol Complex
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, WV 25305-5969

Dear Mr. McClung: . Vel \ v

{ am writing in reference to Proposals #17 & #18 in re(gﬂ to the proposed changes in the
WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook. I have 25 years of coaching experience, 20 of

which I have beefl and am currently a head varsity boys bﬁ;ketball coach. [have just completed
my 3" year of being the Athletic Director at TVHS.

The people who support these proposals will say that it will allow our athletes a chance to
improve themselves during this 3 week period. In reality, the coaches are more concerned with
building team concepts and running team plays than they are with individual progress. These 2
proposals wﬂllcause a great amount of stress and discord between coaches of multi-sport athletes
as someone will have to decide with which team the athlete will spend either all or the majority
of the limited available time,

If the proponents of these proposals are éy concerned about the individual athlete, then let’s
nave a rule that atlows the coach to work enly with small groups (3 or Jess) or just single
‘ndividuals during the off season whenever the opportunity presents itself. Rather than
scheduling the entire team for practices over a concentrated 3 week period, the small group
settings would allow more flexibility for the individual athlete and the families involved. Our
goals should be for more improvement for the individual athlete rather than improving the teams.

Please see fit to defeat Proposals #17 & #18.

Sipcerely,
W
Cobch T

Athletic Director
Head Boys Varsity Basketball Coach
TVHS




May 32002

Regional Education Service Agency IV

404 Old Main Drive CU;J’A/
Summersville, WV 26651 {\k\
Braxton (304) 872-6440 : /%L\
Fayette (FAX) 872-6442 LO i s
Greenbrier
Nicholas
P:::aohontas ' ELMER L. PRITT
Webster Executive Director

April 26, 2002

Dr. David Stewart

West Virginia Superintendent of Schools
West Virginia Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Dear Dr. Stewart:

Re: Proposed SSAC Rule Dealing with Summer Athletic Activities

At our Wednesday, April 24, 2002, Board of Directors meeting, discussion
took place concerning proposed policy revision permitting student participation in
summer activities related to athletics. The Board of Directors unanimously directed
me to convey to you their desire to expressly prohibit allowing more involvement
between coaches and student athletes during the summer session. They feel very
strongly that present guidelines are adequate and that further expansion of summer
activities would be detrimental to the students. The RESA IV Board of Directors
unanimously supports last year’s limiting out-of-season practice.

Sincerely yours,

&) /] '
W/\z e
" Elmer L. Pritt

Executive Director




e AMERICAN LEGION

Parkersburg Post 15, 2505 Ohio Avenue, P.O. Box 724, Parkersburg, WV 26102
23 May 2002

Mr. G. A. McClung, Asst. Superintendent
WV Department of Education
Charleston, WV. 25305 MAy 28 2007

Re: Proposed 21 Day Rule.

Dear Superintendent McClung,

On behzltlf of the fﬁmerican Legion Parkersburg Post 15 permit me to register & negative
viewpoint regarding the proposed 21 day rule now being considered by the State Board of
Education. I respectfully request the board vote against this proposal.

This p‘»roposal,'if passed, will be very detrimental to the summer baseball p;:ogram known as
American Legion baseball. Here's why, legion baseball can not start each year until the high
school teamns have completed their seasons. This means in early June. If the high school coaches

are allowed, as now proposed, to practice 21 day's in June this means most legion teams
\ 0sed, s can
start until that 21 day period has been completed. ¥ et

In WV most of our athletes p.lay multiple sports, basically football and basketball. I know in the-
case of Parkersburg Po§t 15, if this rule was effective at this time we could not have a team until
July because our team is made up of the football, basketball and baseball players.

I also see this proposal as being most unfair to the multi-talented athlete, if the boy excels in
both football and basketball, as most do, he will be under extreme pressure from both the
Football and basketball coaches to participate in their particular sport. One might argue that is
not a problem as the coaches will have to share the boy equally. We all know that this will not
fly as each coach will look the boy in the eye and simply tell him if he wishes to play his sport he
should choose to show up for his 21 day sessions. The proposal also says this a voluntary
program. Oh yes, we can say that, but we know what the coaches say, be there or else. I's not

fair to put the boy in this position. I view this proposal as real trouble for the schools athlete
directors to seitle coaches complaints against each other.

Please weigh this proposal carefully and do what is best for the athlete keeping in mind the
negative aspects as it effects American Legion baseball.

Most sincerely,

R.T. Cunningham
Athletic Officer, Post 15
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CUOYIfLETET e T
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility ‘
Comment Response Form

please use this form when commenting. You may attach additional sheets if necessary.

' lndividuai/Organization: Wheeling Park High Schaal = Dick Dei

Title: Asst. Principal/Athletic Divectosr

Street Address: 1976 Park View Rd. City/State/Zip__Wheeline, WY 26003
CommentslSuggestions

§127-2-2. Walvers.

§127-2-3. Enroliment and Team Membership.

§127—2-5. Semester and Season.

§127-2-6. Scholarship.

§127-2.7. Residerce - Transfer,




§127-3 - Provisions Governing Contests.
comment Response Form
Page Three

§127-3-20. Baskstball (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-21. Chgerieading.

§127-3-22. lCross Country (Boys and Qirls).
§127-3-23. Faatball

§127-3-24. Golf (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-25. Soccer (Bays and Girls).

Schools who play in large conferences will be effected most by this change. Im our
conference, we could play four games. This would reduce our scheduled games to
sixteen., It alsc presents a problem for scheduling.

§127-3-26. Softball,
§127-3-27. Swimming (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-28. Tennis (Bays and Girls).

§127-3-29. Track and Field (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-3C. Volleyball (Girls).




JUN - § 2002

§127-3 - Provisions Governmg Contests.
comment Response Form 1/9// [f gﬁ)
Page Three j
§127-3-20. Basketball (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-21, Cheerleading.
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27-3- 22 Cross Count (Eoys afd Girls). - wﬂ& .nf?
§127-3-23. Foothal,
§127-3-24. Golf (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-25. Soccer (Bays and Giris),
‘\’§127-3-za. Softball,
§127-3-27. Swimming (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-28. Tennis (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-28. Track and Field (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-30. Volleyball (Giris).
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WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISS!ON
Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commentmg You may attach addmonal ‘sheets if necessary.
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Clty/Sfate/lew h//

%/75

Street Address:

comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibiliies of the Principal.
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parental Permission.
§127-3-4. Ali Star Participation.

§127-3-5. Awards.

§127-3-6. Coaches. 7 7, Wm/ o
o Pt T

§127-3-7. Out cf-Season C hing. ﬁ: ﬂ'gq—'
ﬁQ‘éW BP
il /Mf 5&7" 5>

Conitd G @-ﬁ" W/
§127 .3-8. Forfeit and Restitution.

§127-3-8. Game Officials (Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders).




§127- .3 - Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Fcrm
Page Two

._~§127 -3- 10 Classlf‘catmn - . IR
W M%‘ 2 Wwﬁ’_ c/W

. §127 -3-11. Exchange of Eligtbillty Cemfcates,
§127-312 tegaw'l.olplporgénts.
§127-3-13. Contracts.
§127-3-14. Sunday Contests.
§127-3-15, Sparts Rules - Game Protests.
§127-3-16. Sanctioning and Travel.

§12?-3-1'}’. WVS.$AC-T'éurnaments: .l s

"
1 1

§127-3-18. Season Regylations. .

. .
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§127-3-19. Basebal.
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WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Constitution
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may aftach additional shests if necessary.

indt widual/Organization: /M/ W %ﬂ@/%
Title: %W LW Q
Street Address: /983 Swgf’«efl/‘ﬂyﬂﬂﬁﬂf Clty!State/Zm WM é/ /

%:’Zf

Comments!Suggestlons

§127-1-2. Name.

§t27-1-3. Goals.

197-1-4. Membershlp. | J %
ey B =

§127-1-7. Meetings.

§127-1-8. Board of Directors,

§127-1-9. Funds,
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TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMM(SSION
Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may attach additional sheets if necessary,

(ndividual/Organization:_A/fen d_(‘!;av-u. /ﬂdcq /‘fMA
Title: ,4—}/;/;{7(_ afﬁﬁ"‘[’" /féﬂdcvléd// (’daaf;

Street Address; A2 8e¥ 51 _ Cﬁy/State/Z;p polA, WY ,2:.7.5’7

Comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Principal.
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parental Permissian.
§127-3-4. All 8tar Participation.

§127-3-5. Awards,

§127-3-8. Coaches,

§127-3-7. Qut-of-Season Coaching. — Az gﬁ%;émm}‘

§127-3-8. Forfeit and Restitution

§127-3-9. Game Offictals {Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders).




Proposal 17 127-3-7 Out of season coaching

While this proposal is a step in the right direction, it possibly could cause
more problems within each school. The possible problems will be caused due to the
restrictive nature of the proposal. Allowing such a short window of time, 3 weeks,
will cause problems for administrators, coaches, and athletes. If an athlete is a
multi-sport athlete and coaches from a variety of sports are vying for his /her time
during this time which sport will ke or she choose? This situation will cause
principals to place rigid time lines for sports and actually coaches and athletes will
not have the 3 week time period, they will be able to work with the athlete maybe
one week This could cause friction between coaches, coaches and principals, and
athlete and coach.

A more sensible 2pproach would be to let a coach work with his athlete(s)
anytime in the off season. There will be a need for regulations, so those multi-sport
athletes will have the opportunity to participate in other sports and not be pressured
to specialize in one sport. The following rules could allow this to happen:

1. A coach can work with up to 4 athletes at a time. Most coaches do not want to
practice their TEAMS, but they do want to work individually with their athletes,
For example, a foothall coach could work with his quarterback and receivers on
passing and catching techniques. A basketball coach could work with his players
on shooting techriques. This would give each coach an opportunity to work with
players to help them develop better skills individually. After all, this is what we
are trying to achieve. We want to allow our athletes the opportunity to improve
individually.

2. To protect the multi sport athlete the months of Angust, mid-November to mid-
December, and March will be dead months. This is the time that spors are’
peginning and coaches who are not coaching athletes will not be allowed contact
with them, ¥or example, in August, football, volleyball, cheerleading, soccer,
golf, and cross-country begin. So, only those coaches will be allowed contact with
athletes. Basketball, wrestling, track, baseball, softball, and tennis coaches would
be dead or would not be allowed to work with their athletes. Once September 1
comes, any athlete not participating in an August sport could receive instruction
and individual attention by their coaches.

3. During the summer a coach can coach his/her team in summer leagues. This
would allow coaches to work with their teams and take away the AAU element,
especially in basketball. Football coaches could work with teams in 7 on 7
passing leagues.

4. A coach can attend one team camp with his/her team.

Woest Virginia is far behind other states in allowing good, qualified coaches to work
with the student-athletes. We need to give our athletes the same opportunity that
other states give to their athletes to be the best they can be, Thank youw

Sincerely yours,

Allen Osborne




G. A. McClung

Erom: Marcia Ritchie {mritchie@citynet.net]
Sent: E\donday, May 27, 2002 11:00 AM
To: ghcclung@access. KiZ.wv.us'
Subject: Camment Respanse

Individual/Organization: Marcia Ritchie -Middle School Soccer Coach
101 2nd Avenue, Murraysville, WV 26164

Comments/ Suggestions:

In regard to WVSSAC Rules 127-2.4.2 and 127-2-4.3. Students at the junior
high and middle schack level who exceed the age limit should not be giden.
special treatment. Having taught in the middie school, | have seen the
immaturity level exhibited by these students. Age does not determine
maturty. There are plenty of students in high school. School/coaches
should riot rush kids.

In. regard to WVSSAC Rules that govem organized out -of-season practi
g 0 N Wocks 60,51, and 57 of he calendar, foe and
Being a parent of 3 students (middie /high school} and a middie school
coach, | do not agree i sliowlng the coaches to start practices earlier
than required. .
Itis hard on the student fo make every practice , let alone out-of-seasen
practices that coaches. WILL require of them. There are coaches that will
hweed out" students if they are unable or choase family vacations or other
activities rather than pracpces . | do not see this as being beneficial to
the students/family. That's what school sports are meant for-the children.
Schools and sports coaches are forcing childrer to pick one or 2 sports
or activities earfier and earlier. then get burnt out in high school. Ages
11-14 are optimum learming ages. for sports in the development of a child.
Coaches are becoming too demanding and unaccommodating.
\We need to develop better coaches .Not allow them to monopolize or
waste time with longer and mara unscheduled practices.
Speaking as a parent, coachies ars tuming kids off with their lack of
consistency/direction and vision for their teams.

Thank you ,

Marcid Ritchiis
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TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Provisions Governing Contests
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Please use this form whe;o)ventmg You may attagh additional sheets jf necessa
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Street Address! /{91[33215/.0 N{pyﬂ% Clty/S’tatef'le%zZé {zfﬂ ,& |
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Comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Principal.
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parental Permission.
§127-3-4. All Star Participation,

§127-3-5. Awards,

§—[27 -3-7. Qut-of-Season,Coaching.

L Jure g eﬂl @&Mé/‘gw o /‘%W)&

§127-3-8. Forfelt and Restitution. 7[’ o e 475/? 1.7 ,5},0;} 7
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§127-3-8. Game Officials (Does Not App{y to Cheerleaders).
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Phone: 304-335-4824/ 4575 { 4345 (Main Office)

P.0.Box 68
304-335-4427 (Athletic Director)

Mill Creek, WV 26280

e

. 4-335-6963
Fax 30 ' /'

May 22, 2002

G.A. McClung, Assistant Superintendent
WV Dept. of Education

Building 6, Room 318 State Capitol Complex
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, WV 25305-9969

Dear Mr. McClung: Ve \ As

1 arn wiiting in reference to Proposals #17 & #18 in re%ﬁ to the proposed changes in the
WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook. Thave 25 years of coaching experience, 20 of

which I have been and am currently a head varsity boys bﬁsketball coach, Ihave just completed
my 3 year of being the Athletic Director at TVHS,

The people who support these proposals will say that it will allow our athletes a chance o
improve themselves during this 3 week period. In reality, the coaches are more concerned with
building team concepts and running team plays than they are with indtvidual progress. These 2
proposals will cause a great amount of stress and discord between coaches of multi-sport athletes

as someone Will have to decide with which team the athlete will spend either all or the majority
of the limited available time.

If the proponents of these proposals are é‘y concerned about the individual athlete, then let’s
nave a rule that allows the coach to work enly with small groups (3 or less) or just single
individuals during the off season whenever the opportunity presents itself. Rather than
scheduling the entire team for practices over a concentrated 3 week period, the small group
settings would allow more flexibility for the individual athlete and the families involved. Our
goals should be for more improvement for the individual afhlete rather than improvicg the teams.

Please see fit to defeat Proposals #17 & #18.

W% )
Codch T amsle
Athtetic Director

Head Boys Versity Basketball Coack
TVHS




