#10 TITLE 127
LEGISLATIVE RULES
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHCOL
ACTIVIES
COMMISSICN

SERIES 6
PROVISICONS GOVERNING CONDUCT
#0109 §127-6-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- These rules govern conduct for active and
spectator participants, coaches and zll other school
personnel at athletic events,

1,2, Authority -- WV Code §18-2-25

1.3, Filing Date -~ August 371, 1984

ate. -- September 30, 1984

s

1.4, Effective
*¥0g §127-6-2. Sportsmanship.

2.1. Membar schools are reguired to conduct all relations
with otHer schools in a spirit of good sportsmanship, Acts
which are prima facie evidence of failure fo abide by this
rule are those which are noted below and others of similar
nature whieh  viclate the  accepted code cof  good
sportsmanship.

2.2, It shall be the responsibility of the home school to
take proper steps and precauticns £o insure that crowd and
spectator contrel is kandled reasonably  at all
interscholastic athletic contests. In addition to the
spectators, abtention must be directed to the safety,
ccomfort and security of the coaches, cfficials and players.
Thelir seating accommodations should protect them from
spectator interferance.

2.3. t shzll be the responsibility of any team, player,
coazch or attendant to remain in or a part of a centest until
its normal end as provided by the National Federation Rules
of that particular sport. The excepticn to the zbove would
be provided by the same National Federation Rules of that
particular sport. The penalty for a violation by a coach,
player, or team attendant will not only involve ejecticn
during that particular ceontest, but shall also invclve that
player, coach or team attendant not being a part of that
school's team for the next regular scheduled contest at that
level of cempetition. The coach, athiete or team attendant




may practice in the days prior to the ccontest but may not
dress or participate on the day cf the contest.

Acts such 2s going cnto the fleor or fleld to interrupt a
contest or not otherwise follewing the procedure as
specified by the rules of that particular sport to sesk -a
ccach-official conference shall be considered harassmeént of
a game official by =a coach. Alse, conduct or public
demostrations invoking a penalty or extreme dissatisfacticon
with officiating bty a c¢ecsch, team member or any individual
in the official party of the team shall be considered as
evidence of poor spertismansiip.

2.5. 1t shall be the respensibility of a member school to
use evary means at its dispesal to impress ugen 1lts facultby,
student bedy, team members, coaching staff and officials
the values of sportsmanship in preparation for the conduet
and management of interscholastic contests.

2.6. It shall ke the responsibility of an administrator,
spectator,. athlete or cocach te follow those directicns for
in section 3 of these regulations.

¥09 §127-6-3. Code for interscholastic athletics.
3.1. ‘The school administrator shall:

(a) Encourage and promote friendly relaticonships and
good  sportsmanship throughout the schoecl by requiring
courtesy and proper decorum at all f€imes, by acguainting
students and others in the community with ideals of good
sportsmanship and by so publiecizing these concepts and
attitudes that all members of the schocl and community will
understand their meaning.

{b) Insist upon implicit compliance with all rules and
.regulations of the West Virginia Secondary Schoel Activities
Commission, hereinafter referred to in this rule as the
WVSSAC,

{c} Secure gualifisd officials for all contests,

(d) Insist upon =adequate safety provisions for all
activities, for both participants and spectators.

(e} Approve only those activities and schedules which
are educationzlly and physically sound for the schoecl pupil.

(f) Encourage all to judge the success of the athletic
program on the basls of the education geoals and the attitude
of the participants and spectaters, rather than on the basis
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of the number of games won or lest.

{g) Insist that the school cheerleaders exemplify the
highest standzards of good sportsmanship as a means of
inculeating desirable spectator attitudes.

(h) Provide adequate hygienie, sanitary and attractive
facilities fer the dressing and housing of visiting teams
and officials.

(1) Review with staff the sportsmanship rule.
3.2. The spectator shall:

{(a) Regalize that he represents the school just as
definitely as does the member of a team, and, therefore, has
an obligation %o ©be a true sportsman, encouraging through
this behavior the practice of good sportsmanship by cothers.

{b} PRececgnize that good  sportsmanship is  more
important. than vietory by approving and applauding good
team play, iIndividual skill and outstanding examples of
sportsmanship and falir play exhibited by either Ceam.

{(c) Recognize that, since the primary purpose of
interscholastic athletics is to promote the physical,
mental,moral, social and emotional well-being of the
players through the medium of contests, vietory or defeat is
in reality of secondary importance.

(d) Treat visiting %eams and officials as guests,
extending to them every ccourtesy.

(e) Be modest in vietory and gracious in defeat.

(f) Respect the judgment and integrity of officials,

crealizing that their decisions are bzsed upon game

conditions as they observe them.
3.3. The athlete shall:

(2) Be courteous to visiting teams and officials.

(b) Play hard and to the limit of hissher ability. The
true athlete does not give Lup, nor doces he/she quarrel,
chieat, bet or grandstand.

(¢) Be modest when successful and be gracicus in

defeat. & true sportsman does not offer excuses for
failures.
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(d) Maintain a hnigh degree of physical fitness by
observing team and training rules censcienticusly.

(2) Demostrate loyalty to the schocl by maintaining a
satisfactory scholastic standing and by participating in and
supperting other schosl activities. S

(£} Play for the love of the game.

(g) Undarstand and observe the rules of the gzme and
the standards of eligibility.

{h) Set a high standard of personal cleanliness.

(i) Fespeet fhe Integrity and judgmeni of offlicials and
accent their decisions withouf cuestion.

{J) Respect the fazcilities of host schools and the
trust entailed in being a guest.

3.4, The ccach shall:

(a} Exemplify behavior that is representative of the
educational staff ¢f the schoeol and a credit to the teaching
profession.

(b) Demonstrate high ildeals, good habits and desirable
attitudes in personal behavior and demand the same
standards of the players.

{c) Recognize that the purpose of competition is teo
promote the physiecal, mental, social and emoticnal
well-being of the individual players and that GChe most
important wvalues of competition are derived from playing
the game fairly.

(d) Be =z modest winner and a graciocus loser.

(e) Maintain self-contrel at all times, accepting
adverse decisions without. public display of 2motion or of
dissatisfaction with the officials.

() Cooperate with the school prineipal in the
planning, scheduling and conduct of sports activitles.

{g) Employ accepred =ducational metheds iIn c¢oaching,
giving all players an opportunity %o use and develop
initiative, leadership and judgment.

{h} Play close attention t¢ the physical cenditien and
well-being of the players, refusing to jeopardize the health
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aof an individual for the sake of Improving his team's
chances to wWin.

{i} Teach athletes that it is better to lose fairly
than win unfairly.

(j) Prokhibif gambling rofanity, abusive language and
J = (=2 1 f=) g
similar viclations of the true sportsman's c¢ode,

(k) Refuse to disparage an cpponent, an official or
others associated with sports activities and discourage
gossip and gquestionable rumers concerning them.

(1) Properly supervise student athletes under his
immediat cars and specifically observe a coacn's
responsibilities in conjunction with  state  sponsorsd
contests. )

3.5. The official shall:

{a} Attend 2 state sponsored clinic in the sport for
which he/she is registered.

{b} Attend four (&) rules meetings.

{e¢} Take Part I angd Part II National Federation Rules
Examinations in the sports where specified.

{d} Abstazin from intoxicating beverages on the day of
the contest he is te officiate pricor to, during and after In
the vicinity of the playing area ¢of the contest.

(e} Abstain from the use of illegal drugs.

{fY Be fair, impartial, unbiased, professicnal and
cempetent in his officiating.

{g} Be in and maintain proper physical, mental, dress
and appearance conditien,

{h}) Be at the site of the contest in adequate time to
care for necessary precontest duties or as specified in the
National Federabtion Rules.

(i) Maintain selif-control under all conditions.

(j) Refrain from commenting upon or discussing a
team, play, game situation or fellow official.

(k) So conduct the game as to enlist the cooperation of
players, coaches and spectators in the interest of good




sporcsmanshin.

3.6. Protection, facilities and assistance. -- The home
team LIs expected &c furnish adeguate police protection,
Qutdoor facilities or playing facilitles should be separated
from the specitators by a resctraining barrier (fence, wire,
rope, etc.). Cfficials should be provided with a parking
space, private dressing facllitles not  accessible to
unauthorized persennel and sheculd be paid no later than
nalf-time of z game. The use of trained, competent, adult
"agsistant officials", i.e. scorers, timers, chail and down
marker crews, 2tc. is strongly recommended.

3.7. Statement of policy. -- In-so-far as unsportsmanlike
actions by Dplayers, students, schocl  administraters,
cfficizls, cocaches, faculty members and spectators are
concerned, the identical items under the sportmanship rule
along with the following guides will be referred to by the
WVSESAC: : '

{a) The school whose goach behaves in a2 manner likely
to have adverse influence on the attitudes of players or
spectators may obe provided with <the choice of taking
diseiplinary acticn against that coach or have the entire
school disciplined by the WVS3aC.

{(b) Any athlete wno in protest lays hands or attempts
to lav hands upen zn official may be declared ineligible by
his/her oprincipal or by the WV3SAC for up to one (1) year.
Any athlete who strikes an cpponent, ccach or a spectator
during or £follewing an athletic event may be declared
ineligible by the principzl or the WVSSAC for a specified
pericd of time up to one (1) year depending on the
seriousness of the zct. A coach, player or team attendant
ejected from &  game, mateh, meet or contest for
unpsortsmanlike action(s) shall he ineligible to participate
.in the next regularly scheduled contest at that level of
competition, The basis of this policy statement is that a
member school shall not be represented by any student or
cozch whose conduet reflects discredit upen hissher school,

{e} In case of spectators physically molesting an
official, ecoach or player, the school may be given one {1)
or twe (2} options: (1) take action against the offencer(s)
and {(2) accept discipline frem the WVSSAC.

{d} The school that does not lend complete cocperation
in the host school's effort to promote the spirit of good
sportsmanship may be disciplined by the WVSSAC.

(e} A ecach may be considered as committing
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unsportsmanlike actions 1f he makes degrading remarks
about officlals during or after a game either on the fielid
of play, £from the bench, or through any publiec news media,
argues with officials or goes through motions indicating his
dislike for a decisicon, protests the decision and actions of
oificials pertaining to the game during and after the

contest; or detains the cofficial on the field cf play
following a game to regquest 2 ruling or explanation of some
phase of the game. If a2 coach feels he has = legitimate

criticism of a penaity eall or a request for a rule
interpretation, such criticism or requast should be made in
the privazecy of the coach's office or the official's guarters
and should be meds in a2 courteous manner,

3.8. Procedure. --  Unsporcsmanship action  must be
reported 1n detaill to the WVS3SAC, 4 copy of the complaint
must alsc be filed with the principal of the school

invelved, "Hach  prinecipal involved shall report such
informaticn or answers to the report as they  deem
appropriats, Upon receipt of all reporis the exscutive

secretary, and/or the Board of fAppeals of the WVSSAC shall
investigate and adjudicate such reports in accordance with
the powers afforded in series 1, subsecticns 8.8, 8.3, 12.2
and 12.3 of these Leou'anlo“s Penalties up to and incliuding
suspension of member schools may be made in accerdzance
with series 4, section 2 of these regulations.

3.9. The following defines the different GLypes of
disciplinary acticon which may be assessed for violation of
the sportsmanship rule.

{(a) Warning. -- & warning may be given by  the
executive s2eretary of assistant ezecutive segretary. It is
cfficial notice that an  unexcusable, unethical or
unsportsmansinip action has occurred, is a matter of record
and that such an occurrence must not be repeated.

(b) Probation. -- Probation 1s a much more severe type
of .warning and may be expressed two (2) ways. & scbool
eozeh, player or team attendant on probatisn is  being ld

that further viclations will lead to a fine or suspension. A
schoel on probation is on conditional WVSSAC membership
but may engage in its regular schedule, sanctioned events
and all WV33AC sponscred tournament play, providing a
program iz filed with the executive seqretary of the
WVSSAC indicating mezsures £o be taken to zllsvizte :his
problem which caused the school te be placed on probation. &
stronger form of probation could provide that a school may
nct “enter any competition teward sectionzal, regional or
state championship nor may the school snter any sanctioned
events.
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{¢) Fine. -- A fine may be levied by the executive
sacretary, It may be levied In addition to a warning,
probation or suspension.

{d) Suspension, -- A& school suspencded from the
WVSSAC may not meet in interschelastic competiticn of
any kind with a WVSSAC member school or a school that is
a2 member of another state asscclated with the National
Federation of State High School Asscciatlons.

3.10. dppeals. ~~- A1l cases involving disciplinary
action against member schocls, coaches, players, team
attendants or officizlis may e protested in accordancs with
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series 4, sections 3 and 4 of these regulations,




