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NOTICE OF AGENCY ADOPTION OF A PROCEDURAL OR INTERPRETIVE RULE
OR A LEGISLATIVE RULE EXEMPT FROM LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

AGENCY: West Virginia BerrdstEdgestion SSHC __ TITLE NUMBER: 26 1371

CITE AUTHORITY: W.Va, Constitution, Article XI1, §2. W.Va. Code §18-2-25

RULE TYPE: PROCEDURAL INTERPRETIVE

EXEMPT LEGISLATIVE RULE X
CITE STATUTE(s) GRANTING EXEMPTION FROM LEGISLATIVE REVIEW
W.Va. Code §§29A-3B-1, et seq.; W.Va. Board of Education
v. Hechier. 180 W.Va. 451; 376 S.E.2d 839 (1988). WV Code 29-1-1-3(B)
AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES _XX NO __

IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: 5

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: WV Secondary School Activities Commission §127-5-1

Series 5:  Band Activities

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF NEW RULE BEING PROPOSED:

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:

THE ABOVE RULE IS HEREBY ADOPTED AND FILED WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE. THE
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS RULE IS September 15, 2000 /

“William J. Luff, Jr.

Associate State Superintendent
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SERIES 5
BAND ACTIVITIES

§127-5-1 General.

1.1 Scope - Thegse rules and regulations govern band
activities.

1.2 Authority - WV Code §18-2-5

1.3 Filing Date -

1.4 Effective Date - July 1, 1887

§127-5-2 Enrollment and Membership - Band.

2.1 All members of a member school band must be enrolled in
that school. Rule 127-5-2.3 and 127-5-2.4 will be the only
exceptions.

2.2 Majorettes, Flag Corps, Drill Teams, etc. are considered
an integral part of the band and shall be adjudicated and governed
accordingly. Any performance by a majorette, member of a flag
corps or drill team, without the band, shall not be considered a
band activity.

2.3 Instrumental music students in seventh and eighth grades
of feeder elementary schools or any grade of a feeder junior high
school who receive their instruction from the band director of the
senior high band in which said students will eventually enroll and
which feeder school does not have a band of its own shall be
eligible to participate in the band directed by their instructor.

2.4 Ninth grade instrumental music students, in feeder school
grades 7 through 9, are eligible to participate in the marching
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band program of the high schocl in which they will eventually
enroll 1f the feeder school does not afford students the
opportunity to participate in a marching band and they are
otherwise eligible.

2.5 Participants in secondary school interscholastic band
activities shall be eligible only for the number of years in which
they are enrolled and attending a secondary school as an
undergraduate.

2.6 In middle schools, students who are enroclled in grades
five through eight will be eligible to participate in all band
activities.

§127-5-3 Scholarship - Band.

3.1 A student is required to do passing work in the
equivalent of at least 20 periods (four subjects with full credit
toward graduation) per week. Failure to earn passing marks in four
full credit subjects during a semester shall render a student
ineligible for the following semester.

(a) Two of those four full credit subjects must be in
English-Language Arts, Social Studies, Mathematics or Science, and
may or may not be in the same area.

(b) If a student has completed all state, county and
school requirements, he may select four full credits from any area
of the curriculum offered by the school.

(c) If a student is taking a multiple period subject,
such as vocational courses for a full morning or afternocon, it may
be counted as more than one subject. The number of subjects
counted will be equal to the units of full credits given; however,
part (a) above must also be met.

Note: Full credit is defined as one-half credit for a
semester or 4050 minutes as taken from the West Virginia Department
of Education, “Graduation Requirements for West Virginia Public
Schools: Adolescent Education (Grades 9-12) (March 1982) .”
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3.2 Schools providing for planned programs of independent
learning during the regular school term may not wish to require all
students to attend classes for 4050 minutes during a semester. In
such instances, full credit may be awarded for satisfactory
performance provided that it meets standards established by the
county and West Virginia Department of Education.

3.3 Full credit may be awarded for subjects in additicn to
those offered by the school as well as experimental programs
developed by the school itself provided that it meets standards
established by the county and West Virginia Department of
Education. Such credit must be earned during the regular school
term.

3.4 1In order for a withdrawn student or expelled student to
regain eligibility, he must complete one semester of school work.

3.5 Scholastic deficiencies cannot be made up after the last
day of the semester, except in a case where a student whose final
examinations and course credit is delayed due to illness which can
be verified by a physician.

3.6 In all cases, the official school transcript will be used
to determine a student’'s eligibility and will be regarded as final.

3.7 A student promoted to the seventh grade for the first
time is considered to have satisfied scholastic requirements and is
permitted to participate during the first semester of his initial
enrollment in that grade, provided he is otherwise eligible.

§127-5-4 Festivals - Band.

4.1 The Board of Appeals shall divide the state into regions
for the purpose of band festivals and shall have the authority to
place bands in those regions. They shall also determine the time,
place and management of these events.

4.2 All bands participating in those festivals shall be
composed of students that meet the qualification standards set
forth in these rules.
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4.3 The Board of Appeals shall appoint coordinators for the
festivals. One of their responsibilities will be to contract
adjudicators for the festivals. The Commission office may be asked
to assist, if necessary.

4.4 First year programs will not be required to participate
in the regional festival.

§127-5-5 Sanctioning - Band.

5.1 On or before September 1 of each school year, the Board
of Appeals shall submit to each member school of this Commission a
list of approved school sponsored and nonschool sponsored contests
and activities in which bands of member schools may participate
during the ensuing year.

5.2 Additions to this list may be made after September 1 of
each school year provided that the request for approval is filed
with the Commigsion office at least thirty (30) days prior to the
activity.

5.3 In order to gqualify for approved participation in
activities outside the home county and counties contiguous to the
home county (including out-of-state), bands of member schools must
have participated in the most recently conducted regional band
festival.

5.4 A school band shall not be absent from school more than
five (5) days each year for the purpose of participating in band
activities.

5.5 The regulations above apply only during the regular
school term.

§127-5-6 Awardes - Band.

6.1 Only a member school or a nonschool organization
sponsoring an activity approved by this Commission may give the
following awards to a student or band: medal, trophy, cup,
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certificate, ribbon, plague, unattached letter, unattached chevron
or similar award.

6.2 A student may accept as an individual or member of a
school band the above specified awards in the following situations:

(a) from a member school for participation
(b) in a sanctioned event
(c) 1in a non-sanctioned event during the summer.

6.3 A student may not receive the following awards from any
gource:

(a) Wearing apparel - sweaters, Jjackets, etc.

(b) Equipment - radio, television, etc.

(¢) Music instruments, batons, etc.

(d) Money - (Scholarship to institutions of higher
learning are exempted).

6.4 Bands of member schools may accept prizes and/or
gratuities for participation in sanctioned events during the school
term and in non-sanctioned events during the summer.

6.5 Purchase of an item mentioned in Section 127-5-6.3 (a-d)
whereby a portion is donated by a school, booster club, auxiliary
agency, or any other group or organization is prohibited.

6.6 Nothing in this Awards Rule shall be interpreted to
affect the recognition of scholarship or scholastic achievement.

6.7 Any student who accepts an award in any band activity,
other than those approved in these rules, shall be ineligible to
participate in any band activity for 365 days.

§127-5-7 (Classgification of Schools - Band.

7.1 There shall be three classes of schools for bands: Class
AAA, Class AA, Class A. The Board of Appeals is authorized to
determine the size of enrollment in each class.




127CSRS5

7.2 Classification shall be determined every two years in the
even numbered year and, when established, shall remain in effect
for two school terms. Classification shall be based on the second
month’s enrollment of the previous odd numbered vyear.

7.3 Enrollment standard for schoocls will be the active
enrollment of the total number of students in grades 10, 11 and 12.

7.4 Member junior high schools and middle schools will not be
given a classification.



FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET
{submit 4 copies)

HD NOG. PRAFT NO. BILL NO. RESOLUTICN NO.

SUBJECT WV _Secondarv School Activities
Commission FUND

SOURCE OF REVENUE: X GENERAL FUND SPECIAL OTHER

{SPECIFY)

COST ESTIMATE BASED ON: X AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE BUDGET BILL OTHER
(SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: X AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE BUDGET BILL OTHER
(SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL, EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2, AND GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG RANGE
EFFECT IN ITEM 3.

ANNUATL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT COF PROPCSAL
INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER

1. ESTIMATED TCTAL

COST 516,000 $ $60,000 £76,000 3

PERSONAL SERVICES $(1) 140,000 5 $(1) 60,000 ${1) 70,000

§

CURRENT EXPENSES

REPATIRS/ALTFRATICNS

EQUIPMENT {3) 2,000 {3) 0 (3 2,000

OTHER
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL

REVENUES 30 5 20 S0 5

3. EXPLANATION OF ABCVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

Proposal 1

If sixth graders are allowed to participate in middle school
interscholastic sport teams, there would be an increase of 510,000 in the
cost of catastrophic injury insurance. Currently, the cost of insurance
is approximately $60,000 for six grades; an additional grade would be an
increase of $10,000.

Proposal 2

The issuance of additional Courtesy and Identification Cards would impact the
number of paid admissions at WVSSAC tournament contests. That would result
in an estimated $2,000.0C0 annual decrease in revenue.

4/6/00 WV Secondary School Activities Commission
DATE AGENCY ‘/#UTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE




Weost Vinginia Secondary Sctool
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Route 9, Box 76, Parkersburg, WV 26101-9158

Mixe Harpen, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
GERALD A. TREMBUSH, ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
TELEPHONE: 304-485-5484 EvizaseTi W. BesT, AssisTaNT ExEcuTive SECRETARY E-Ma: wvssac@wvssac.org
Fax NumBen: 304-428-5431 C.W. PoweLL, AssiSTANT EXEcumvE SECRETARY WeBR SITE: Www.WvSBac.org

July 13, 2000

Judy Cooper, Director Administrative Law Division
Secretary of State

Building 1, Suite 157-K

1900 Xanawha Blvd. East

Charleston, WV 25305

Dear Ms. Cooper:

On July 13, 2000, the State Board of Education approved the enclosed changes in
the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (WVSSAC) Rules and
Regulations Handbook. These have been distributed for comment and are now being
submitted to your office to be filed. Ihope everything is in order.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Gy
Mike Hayden
Executive Secretary
MH/tk
Enclosure

Wc: John Ray




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

POLICY NUMBER AND TITLE: Policy
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Proposed Changes in Rules and Regulations

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: May 26,2000 ADOPTED: _ July 13, 2000

BACKGROUND

The majority of public and most private schools in West Virginia belong to the West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission. Each year, the principals of member schools submit
revisions to the rules and regulations. The submitted proposals are presented and voted upon at the
annual Board of Control meeting. Any approved changes are then submitted to the West Virginia
State Board of Education for their review and approval.

PURPOSE

These amendments are brought forth to keep the West Virginia Secondary School Activities
Commission current and updated on changes, trends and problems in the band and athletic programs.

These proposals were distributed for public comment in April and May. The West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission will present to the Board the comments received for your
review at the June meeting.

The West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission staff, Constitution and Bylaws
Committee, and Board of Control respectfully request that the proposed rule changes to the West

Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission Rules and Regulations Handbook be approved.

CONTENT

Eleven proposals are being submitted to the State Board by the Secondary School Activities
Commission. Each rule change is presented with the whole rule being included. This will help the
State Board members understand the significance of the rule change.

The following is a brief summary of the effect of each proposal:

1.  Allows sixth grade students to participate in all middle school interscholastic sport teams
except football. (Vote: Yes-70 No-25)

2. Allows the WVSSAC to issue Complimentary Courtesy and Identification Cards to the
principal and vice-principal of vocational schools which instruct member school students.
(Vote: Yes-79 No-22)

3.  Allows the WVSSAC to issue Complimentary Courtesy and Identification Cards to retired
athletic directors with at least 20 years as a coach, athletic director, or combination of coaching
and athletic director experience. (Vote: Yes-93 No-1)

4. Allows 31 baseball games if participating in a tournament with a minimum of four




participating teams. (Vote: Yes-76 No-23)

5. Changes the beginning of the junior high/middle school cheer season to be consistent with
other junior high/middle school fall sports. (Vote: Yes-94 No-2) '
6.  Allows 19 soccer matches if participating in a conference tournament. (Vote: Yes-54 No-38)
7.  Establishes rules for junior high/middle school swim teams. (Vote: Yes-64 No-13)
8.  Changes the end of the high school volleyball season. (Vote: Yes-102 No-0)
9. Changes the end of the junior high/middle school volleyball season. (Vote: Yes-94 No 0)
10. Allows ninth grade instrumental music students from feeder schools to participate in the
marching band program if the feeder school does not offer a marching band program. (Vote:
Yes-53 No-35)
11. Changes WVSSAC office notification procedures for appeal cases. (Vote: Yes-104 No-0)
IMPACT
Instruction
None
Leadership
None
Financial

One proposal would result in an increased expense of $10,000.00. Two other proposals
would collectively result in decrease of revenue of $6,000.00. Specific amount of
increase for these proposals are explained on the Fiscal Note Worksheet.

Administrative
Athletic directors/principals will need to be aware of the changes in order to administer
their school programs in accordance with the current rules. There is no major change
that would impact administration negatively or cause extra administrative work at the
school level.




FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET

(submit 4 copies)

HD NO. DRAFT NO. BILL NO. RESOLUTION NO.

SUBJECT WV Secondary School Activities Commission FUND
SOURCE OF REVENUE: X GENERAL FUND__ SPECIAL _ OTHER (SPECIFY)

COST ESTIMATE BASED ON: X AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE _ BUDGET BILL__OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: X AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE__ BUDGET BILL_ OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS | AND 2, AND GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG RANGE EFFECT
IN ITEM 3.

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL
INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
1. ESTIMATED TOTAL
COST $16,000 $ $60,000 $76,000 $
PERSONAL SERVICES (1) 10,000 $ $(1) 60,000 $(1) 70,000 $
CURRENT EXPENSES
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS  (2) 4,000 (2)0 (2) 4,000
EQUIPMENT (3) 2,000 (3)0 (3) 2,000
OTHER
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL
REVENUES $0 $ $0 $0 $

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

Proposal 1
If sixth graders are allowed to participate in middle school interscholastic sport teams, there would be an

increase of $10,000 in the cost of catastrophic injury insurance. Currently, the cost of insurance is
approximately $60,000 for six grades; an additional grade would be an increase of $10,000.

Proposal 2
The issuance of additional Courtesy and Identification Cards would impact the number of paid admissions at

WVSSAC tournament contests. That would result in an estimated $4,000.00 annual decrease in revenue.

Proposal 3 .
The issuance of additional Courtesy and Identification Cards would impact the nymber of paid admissions at

WVSSAC tournament contests. That would result in an estimated $2,000.00 al decrease in revenue.

4/6/00 WYV Secondary School Activities Commission )
DATE AGENCY WR!ZED REPRESENTATIVE




PUBLIC RESPONSE COMMENTS RECEIVED
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission
Comment Period Ended May 18, 2000

Proposal INDIVIDUAL COMMENT
ADDRESS
TELEPHONE
Proposal 1 Paul Armstrong, Supt. I am opposed to placing 6™ graders on
Braxton county Schools interscholastic teamg with 7" and 8™ graders.
411 N. Hill Road Previocus to becoming superintendent of schools,
Sutton, WV 26601 I served as a principal and I also coached 5
{304-765-7911) and 6™ grade boys and girls basketball.

Occasionally, I would have the 7" grade students
come back to scrimmage some of my 6%F graders.

My experience ig that the majority of 6 graders
are truly not ready to compete on a day-to-day
basis with the physical maturity of 7" graders.
Yes, there iz always an exception to the rule
but I cannot believe there are sufficient
numbers to warrant the movement of these
students into that level of competition.

Another concern I have is "why is this
necessary"? Do we have middle schools that have
insufficient enrollment to field teams? Our
middle school is grades 5-8 with almost 200+ per
grade level. With that many students, we field
two boys’ teams and two girls’ teams in
basketball. I cannot see the harm in making the
6" graders wait one more year before entering
schocl competiticn. This allows for more
participation and research studies show we need
to de all we can to keep students involved in
gchool activities.

In addition, I read this policy to ‘allow’
participation of 6 graders but I foresee an
effort forthcoming to form "sixth grade" teams
at a later date. We do not have sufficient
facilities to add additional teams, we have a
shortage of certified coaches, and our finances
are stretched ag far as we can stretch them and
our communities are "Fund-raised" to
death.

I am in favor of sixth grades partiecipating in

Greta Leighty sports. The middle level child has a need at
812 Park Ave. this age to beleng. If seventh and eighth
Charleston, WV 25302 graders are allowed to play sports, then so
(304-348-6123) should the sixth level. Most students are

already involved in community sports anyway, if
so inclined. Please allow all sixth graders to
have the same privilege.




Proposal 1
Continued

Particia S. White
812 Park Ave.
Charleston, WV 25202
(304-6123)

Lisa Perkins

640 Cross Lanes Dr. #8
Nitro, WV 25143
304-776-9303

Toni Withrow

812 Park Ave.
Charleston, WV 25302
(304-348-6123)

Kenny Wright, A.D.
Ritchie County High
107 School Road
Ellenboro, WV 26346
304-869-3527

Terri Martin, Athletic
Coordinator

S5t. Francis School

375 Birch St.
Morgantown, WV 26505
304-598-3777

Suncrest Middle School
Jim Napolillo, Asst.
Prin.

360 Baldwin S5t.
Morgantown, WV 26505

I support this proposal for several reasons.
First, the students are already competing in
recreational or instructional leagues.

Secondly, a primary goal of middie school
philosophy is inclusion of all students. Third,
to deny these students the right to participate

"is somewhat discriminatory.

Yes

All &% Grader’s should be allowed to participate
in "ALL" Sports.

Right now, for instance, we have a 7'" grade and
8™ grade basketball Does this mean that now
we will have three teams in both boys and girls
basketball. A &%, 7thm and 8% grade, three
different teams?

I think the 6™ graders should be allowed to
participate in all middle school sports except
football.

I am writing in support of sixth grade
participating in sports especially if they are a
part of the Middle School. Being an Assistant
Principal in two Middle Schools in Monongalia
County, I feel this issue is very important and
should be considered especially since it has
already passed the SSAC. Trying to mold the
sixth through eithth graders together to make an
all around middle school is hard especially when
you tell the sixth graders and their parents yocu
can't play sports due to State regulations.
Again, I'm expressing my total support and would
like to see this bill passed so that our sixth
graderg in the school year 2000-2001 can play.




Propeosal 1
Continued

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

Ohio County Scheols
2203 National Road

Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0300

Sixth grade students should be allowed to
participate in all middle schocl interscholastic
sports for the following reasons:

1. With the creation of the large number of
middle schools in our state, we need to allow &
graders to participate in order to develop a
sense of belonging and instill school pride. As
of now 6" graders feel alienated from the school
gince they can’t participate in athletic
activities. & basic human need is the need to
belong, and as of now, 6% graders are not having
this need fulfilled.

2. Sixth grade students want to participate in
athletics, or at least be given the opportunity
to try out. I recently informed our &% graders
of this possibility, and I was overwhelmed with
the positive response. You could just see the
excitement in their eyes. It really is a shame
to deny them this opportunity. This is
especially true for schools in rural areas where
there are few activities for students to enjoy.
3. Allowing sixth grade students to participate
is a great investment in their lives. Student
greatly benefit physically, emotionally, and
socially from being involved in athletics.

Money should never be a factor in this decision.
The greatest drug prevention program we can do
is to get kids involved in activities they
enjoy. Athletics develops pride, discipline,
and character. Sixth graders need to develop
these early.

4. §8ixth grade students have the ability to
participate in sports. They can compete in
volleyball, basketball, wrestling, track, and
cheerleading. There is no difference in a &=
grader competing with an 8% grader than a 7
grader competing with a 9" grader, which is what
we allowed with a 7-9 configuration.

5. 8ixth graders are already competing in
outside leagues where available. Many of these
are disorganized and disregard the physical and
emotional needs of kida. It would be much
better to get them in a organized school program
where they can be governed by SSAC rules and
regulations.

The primary responsibility for all sixth grade
children should be academics and the appropriate
study habits to achieve maximum skills and

knowledge. Appropriate

education activities to
should be sufficient to
appetites.

health and physical
inglude intramural
wet their participatory




Proposal 1
Continued

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11t Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Wellsburg Middle
1447 Main St.
Wellsburg, WV 26070
304-737-2922

Braxton County Middle
School

100 Carter Braxton Dr.
Sutton, WV 26601
304-765-2644

Gore Middle School
Ed Propst, Prin.
Rt. 3 Box 43-B
304-624-3260

Byron Kinnard, A.D.
South Harrison Middle
R.R. 1 Box 58-B

Lost Creek, WV 26385
304-745-5582

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburyg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

I oppose this proposal - sgixth grade students
need to mature before they start competition at
a school level.

DISAGREE !

Cannot handle additional students at 7™ grade
level. This proposal would cause less
participation in our school. Not needed.

Do not agree with this proposal. Due to the
fact that all 7" graders are grade ({(2.0)
eligible. I find it difficult to believe
schools cannot field teams due to a lack of
participants. Also, even though basketball is
considered a contact sport it is a contact
sport. Majority of normal physical growth and
development does not justify a 6! grader
competiting with an 8 grader. For instance a
70 1b &% grader being taught to face up and take
a charge from a 170 1lb 8" grader could be
disastrous.

I am in favor of the proposal to allow sixth
grade students to participate in interscholastic
sports except football

wWould like to see 6" graders play middle school
football. We are a small school. There are 6*F
grade students that are to blg to play pop
warner football. Head cocaches would make sure
those students would be protected.

We are very much in favor of this proposal
despite the added expense. We have felt ever
since the inception of the "middle school"
concept that these younger athletes have been
ignored and this certainly a step to correct
this.

Good Idea - Agree




Propesal 1
Continued

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Opposed - I hope that you remember me from the
Logan Co. on-site we worked together from South
Charleston. I also hope that you will remember
my dedication to the philosophy of Middle
Level/Junior High education.

I was in attendance at the Board of Centrol
meeting of the WVSSAC in Pipestem the first of
this month. I was present at the conversation
on the Proposal 2 that asked for a vote on &
graders being regulated by WVSSAC rules. I
spoke in opposition to the proposal then and
repeat it to you while this proposal is on
public comment.

From my research on Middle Level Education,
attendance to state and national Middle Level
conferences, and instruction from those I
consider experts, my position remains one that
advocates 5-6 graders should not participate in
activities regulated by formal supervision of
the WVSSAC, The 7% and 8% graders should not
also, but they were involved kefore the data on
middle schools was available. The vote at the
Board of Controls indicated support (70-25) but
consider that most of the voters were Senior
High administrators what are not affected.
Please check with Dr. Ron Chillerss and Dr. Mike
Cunningham at the WV Graduate Studies program
and Charles Cottrell, Principal at South Middle
School in Morgantown for supportive advice.
These gentlemen were strong advocates of the
middle school philosophy as I was earning my
certified endorsement in Middle Level Education.
They should advocate that socially, emcticnally,
physically, and educationally the 5-6 graders
would be better served with an intramural
program that allows unlimited participation
without sanctioms from the WVSSAC. Please
understand that I strongly suppeort the
principles of the WVSSAC and have for over 20
yvears! I also have been around long enough to
see school systems be confounded by the
involvement of the 7 -8th graders in the
structure of the organization that was the
result of public pressure to force their kids to
grow up too soon. Now the WVSSAC is the bad guy
on matters of eligibility and participation that
leads to scecial and emotional distress on this
age group. Let the community organizations
continue provide unlimited activities for this
age group.

After all, the State Board voted this proposal
down last time and I hope they do it again for
the sake of all the potential athleteg that
would be denied an opportunity to develop in a
restricted school program. If the denying
greater participation plus it would establish
the WVSSAC again as the bad guy denying
participatiocn.




Proposal 1
Continued

Clarence Woodworth
Winfield Middle School
3280 Winfield Rd4.
Winfield, WV 25213
304-586-3072

John G. Hudson, Prin.
Sherman Jr. High

PG Box AA

Seth, WV 25181
304-837-3654

Thomas D. Kidd, Prin.
John Adamsg Jr. High
2002 Presidential Drive
Charleston, WV 25314
304-348-56592

Gary L. Price, Prin.
Barrackville School
P.O. Box 150
Barrackville,
304-367-2128

WV 26558

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robkert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Against proposal for following Reasons: 1.
Coaches I talked to said kids would get more
playing time on Midget League. 2. Kids not
physically, emotiocnally ready 3. Would just play
on JV, so what is the point- 4. To make
meaningful would to establish a 6F grade team
where would require another coach- can‘t hardly
get coaches now-

Agree - Excellent - long overdue. Sixth graders
can compete with and against eighth graders as
can seventh graders compete with ninth graders.
Excluding football is in the best interest of
students, however.

This would be great for middle schools to allow
an additional 1/3 of the student population to
participate if they choose. This would not
increase teams and allow professional
supervision of students. This has become a
parent, staff and student expectation this is
acceptable in the learning process SUPPCORT !!

I strongly support allowing sixth grade students
to participate on the middle schoocl athletic
teams with the exception of football as note in
the proposal. At Barrackville School, this
would offer sixth grade students the option of
two new gports by participating in cross country
in the Fall and track in the Spring. These
sports are currently not available to these
student until seventh grade. Presently sixth
grade students who want to participate in
athletics must choose either soccer of Pop
Warner football in the Fall or Little League
baseball in the Spring.

School and staff aare totally against this
proposal.




Proposal 1
Continued

Williamson Middle Schoel
801 Alderson St.
Williamson, WV 25661
304-235-3430

Our Lady of Fatima
535 Norway Ave.
Huntingtecn, WV 25705
304-523-2861

Glade Elementary School
J.D. Holbrook
Webster County

Jim Van Gilder
Cheat Lake Middle School

Route 7, Box 153
Morgantown, WV 26505
Allen Messinger, Prin.

Hurricane Middle School
518 Midland Trail
Hurricane, WV 25526
304-562-5271

Sixth graders need to be allowed to participate
in middle school sports. This should include
football as well due to the fact of
participation as a school wide program.
This is a good proposal - we are for it. It’'s
about time sixth grade isn't left out.

I am in support of the WVSSAC proposal to allow
sixth graders participate in interscholastic
activities, except for football. I appreciate
your support in this issue. Thanks!

I am writing this letter in response to your
request for input on the adoption of the sixth
grade into the SSAC. I am very opposed for the
following reasons: 1.It could mean longer
practice schedules 2. Lack of facilities for
more teams 3. The agsumption that sixth graders
can compete with eight graders is absolutely
incorrect just as seventh graders can not
compete with ninth graders. 4. In one breadth
we talk of inclusion of sixth graders and in the
net breadth we talk of excluding them from
football. In my opinion we include all or we
exclude all. 5. More salaries for more coaches
a burden on county BOE's 6. Trying to find more
coaches which is a problem at present will be
even harder with an addition of another team.

I would like to let you and the state board know
that I am opposged to Proposal One concerning
sixth grade student participating in school
athletics. Sixth grade students are not
developmentally ready to participate against
students in the seventh and eighth grade. Sixth
grade students have a difficult time adjusting
to life in a middle school setting, let alone
having to balance academics with sports.

This will algo make a financial hardship on the
gschools. For a lot of us it would probably mean
creating new teams at the sixth grade level. We
do not have the money to begin buying new
uniforms and ecquipment. We do not have the
facilities for practice to take place. With the
addition of soccer our outside facilities are a
a maximum usage. We only have one gym and
trying to schedule the use for boys and girls at
the seventh and eighth grade levels and trying
to get in the games scheduled is very difficult
to do.

John, you have been at the middle school level
and know what is right for this age group. I
hope you will make your voice known concerning
this matter and that the State Board of
Education votes this propesal down.




Proposal 1
Continued

Continued

Allen Messinger, Prin.
Hurricane Middle School
518 Midland Trail
Hurricane, WV 25526
304-562-9271

Larry Gillispie, Prin.
Clay Co. Middle School
Box 489

Clay, WV 25043
304-587-2343

Leon Pilewigk, Prin.
Robert C. Byrd H.S.
One Eagle Way
Clarkshburg, WV 26301
304-623-2453 ext. 401

I have been a middle school administrator for
twenty years and feel that I do understand the
needs of this age group and sixth grade students
are not ready for inter-scholastic competition.

I adamantly voice my support for Proposal One
because I believe it is in the best interest of
children. Some of the benefits include: 1. In
the middle school setting sixth graders are left
out of interscholastic athletics and often feel
like they are not a part of the school culture
and they do not belong. 2. In rural communities
the schools and churches are the primary avenue
for socialization and /or athletic competition.
Yet currently we ostracize one third of our
student body by not allowing tem to participate
in athletics. 3. If sixth graders have access
toc recreational leagues, they do not have the
protection afforded to their upperclassmen by
the SSAC. More gpecifically, sixth graders do
nct have: A. Catastrophic insurance coverage; B.
Trained coaches and athletic trainers; C.
Practice requirements prior to their first game;
b. Required physicals; E. Limitations regarding
the number of games/quarters they may
participate in {(i.e. students might play five or
more basketball games in two days); F.
Limitations regarding the length of the season;
G. Certified officials at all games and ; H. The
other regulations designed for the safety of the
students participants. 4. Recent changes in
school demographics make adoption of Proposal
Cne even more imperative. In the 1590-1991
school year West Virginia had only 57 middle
schools and 83 junior highs. Whereas, we
currently have 57 middle schools and only 33
junior highs. I feel the WVSSAC must extend
its umbrella of protection to include these
middle schools with sixth graders. Further,
this change might encourage more middle schools
to become members of the WVSSacC.

Thank you in advance for any consideration you
give to Proposal One.

Let’s ¢uit switching to middle school
configuration if we are not going to follow the
principles upon which middle schools were
created. Let‘s just go back to the junior high
concept. Sixth graders are not physically,
emotionality developed as 8™ graders. Sixth
graders can participate in community sports -
some of those xommunity athletics are bertter
organized, structured, and supervised than some
middle school programs. Transition from
elementary to middle is hard enough for 6
graders and immersion in school athletic
programs may be detrimental. Also, more coaches




Proposal 1
Continued

Leon Pilewisk, Prin.
Rokert C. Byrd H.S.
One Eagle Way
Clarksburg, WV 26301
304-623-2453 ext. 401
CONTINUED

Leith Hartman

1530 Alpha Road
Charleston, WV 25304
304-925-4403

William R. Ryan

360 Baldwin St.
Morgantown, WV 26505
304-293-9335

C.C. Lester, Principal
Richwood Junior High

2 Valley Avenue
Richweood, WV 26261
304-846-2638

WELK Radio

228 Randolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-8B80C

Wheeling Park High
Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-243-0405

would have to be added for all those students.
Denying 6™ grade participation is not
digerimination, just as cutting sizes of teams
to a manageable number is not discriminatory.

At Horace Mann there is not a defined intramural
program in the middle school at this time.
Provides students with a well organized,
structured environment to create and teach the
importance of a healthy mind and body. Six
graders are part of the middle school so lets
not discriminate these children from
participating in good competitive supervised
activity.

I am definitely opposed to this proposal. The
situation created by permitting sixth graders to
participate in interscholastic athletics is in
direct conflict with the middle school
philegophy of participate vs competition. In 23
vears as Jr. High Principal, I have never seen a
seventh grader play on our ninth grade varsity.

I strongly veice my support for Preposal One
because I believe it is in the best interest for
the children in the middle school. Richwood
Junior High School is currently planning the
transition to the middle school concept by the
school 2001-2002. I feel that Proposal One
would benefit middle school athletic
participants especially since &' graders are
left out of interscholastic athletics. Sixth
grade student are not reguired to have
physicalg, catastrophic insurance, trained
coaches, or certified officials at their games.
Therefore, I believe that Proposal One would be
in the best interest of all student
participating in athletics. I sincerely
appreciate your consideration in this matter.

T think we keep pushing our kids to grow up too
soon., &th graders can compete in YMCA/community
leagues where everybody gets to play. I had 4
sons and daughters that competed in Middle
School sports. Waiting until the 7% grade
didn"t hurt them, although 3 of the 4 could have
competed earlier.

I feel this program will provide a more
structured program with sponsors who have
expertise in coaching and provide a more
controlled atmosphere in which these young
people can compete.




Proposal 1
Continued

Dana Cales, Principal
Barboursville Middle
1400 Central Ave.
Barboursville, WV 25504
304-733-3003

Christine N. Carder,
Principal
Tridelphia Middle
1636 Naticnal Road
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-243-0387

Logan Middle School
Ernestine Sutherland,
Principal

Jack Bailey, Asst. Prin.

Larry Wolford, Teacher
Johnny Queen, Asst.
Prin.

Nathan Crescenzi,
Asst. Supt.

Marion County Schools
200 Gaston Avenue
Farimont, WV
304-367-2100

I don't feel 6% graders should be allowed to
participate. It’s a big adjustment to middle
school without throwing in athletics. Besides
ocur community has little leagues organized that
they can participate in.

As principal of a 500+ student middle school I
am not in favor of this proposal. If sixth
graders are permitted to participate in all
teams except football it will require either
more teams to be developed to encourage more
participation or there will be a very limited
amount of sixth graders participating on 7
grade teams. At the middle school level we
encourage participation, but, I sincerely feel
that this will discourage student participation
especially in smaller sports such as Basketball
where there is limited #’s of positions
available. I would strongly urge the State
Board of Education to not pass this proposal.

2s a large middle schoel, it would be very
difficult to support a sports program that
includes 6% graders. It would require that we
hire additional coaches, arrange numerous
schedules, and purchase more uniforms. We
cannot afford the additional expense or the
required gym time for practice and games. Since
we already have two coaches for the boys’ 7*" and
88 grade basketball teams and two coaches for
the girls' teams, our gym is continually in use.
It is very difficult to schedule boys’ and
girls’ athletic events. Additional teams would
require late night games and practices that
would result in absenteeism and poor grades for
the students. We feel Logan County and the
State has a very strong Buddy League, Little
League, and Midget Football program and that the
students are not denied an opportunity to play
sports. We would appreciate your suppert in
voting this proposal down.

OPPOSED - North Central WV has programs for
basically all grade levels, the sixth grade
students need to participate against sixth
graders, not older children. Next request will
involve 5t graders.




Proposal 2

Lisa Perkins

640 Cross Lanes Dr. #B8
Nitro, WV 25143
304-776-9303

Toni Withrow

812 Park Ave.
Charleston, WV 25302
{304-348-6123)

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schoeols
40 11*" Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-92150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.
1000 Fairmont Pike

Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331
John G. Hudscon, Primn.

Sherman Jr. High
PC Box AA

Seth, WV 25181
304-~-837-3654

Thomas D. Kidd, Prin.
John Adams Jr. High
2002 Presidential Drive
Charleston, WV 25314
304-348-65922

Yes

CK

Agree

Agree

Yes in agreement

I see Pros and Cons - mostly Cons

Support

Although vocational schools supervise students
from the participating schoeols; they do not have
responsibilities for game preparation,
attendance and crowd control. Responsibility
falls on the principal. Therefore, vocational
prin. and vice prin. should not be given this
privilege.

Even though passed 79-22. I did not support
this because the vocational administrators do
nothing to help with supervision of contest, not
involved with booster groups or the budget
process. They don’t plan, ceoach or make any
constructive impact on athletes - vote no.




Propocsal 2
Continued

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robkert Smith

Terri Martin, Athletic
Coordinator

St. Francis School

375 Birch St.
Morgantown, WV 26505
304-598-3777

WELK Radio

228 Randeolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-88B00

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

Deborah Marsh, Principal
Baileysville H. S.

Box 497

Brenton, WV 24818

School and staff are totally against this
proposal.

I believe that cards should be issued to
vocational school members.

Good Idea

Currently schools are struggling financially and
these additional complimentary passes will only
add to their financial woes.

A Vocational School who has students from a
local high school is an extension of that
school, and that principal should be given the
same courtesy as the regular high school
principal.

C & I cards should NOT be issued to principals
and vice-principals of vocaticnal schools for
the following reasons: 1. Vocational schools
are NOT members of the WVSSAC. 2. Vocational
administrators do NOT work the long overtime
hours worked by secondary administrators/
athletic directors. They DO NOT supervise
athletic events, nor are they accountable in any
way to WVSSAC. If we give these administrators
C & I cards, we should issue them to EVERY
PARENT or TEACHER who is ACTIVELY INVOLVED in
the school’s athletic program, they are
certainly more deserving recipients. 2.
Decreased in LOCAL REVENUE. It means nothing to

the WVDE or the WVSSAC if gate revenue is
decreased at the local level - it is very
important to MEMBER SCHOOLS.




Proposal 3

Lisa Perkins

640 Cross Lanes Dr. #8
Nitro, WV 25143
304-776-9303

Toni Withrow

812 Park Ave.
Charleston, WV 25302
(304-348-6123)

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11" Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Byron Kinnard, A.D.
South Harrison Middle
R.R. 1 Box 58-B

Lost Creek, WV 26385
304-745-5582

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Kenny Wright, A.D.
Ritchie County High
107 School Read

Yes

Agree

OK

Agree

AD’'s should count towards the 20 years for the
courtesy card

Yes, we feel this is a special group that should

definitely be recognized!

Excellent Idea !

Support

CK

A very good rule honoring folks who are very
deserving.




Proposal 3
Continued

Terri Martin, Athletic
Coordinator

St. Francis School

375 Birch St.
Morgantown, WV 26505
304-598-3777

WELK Radic

228 Randolph Avenue
Elking, WV 26241
304-636-8800

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1976 Park View Read
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Bex 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

Nathan Crescenzi,
Asst. Supt.

Marion County Schools
200 Gaston Avenue
Farimont, WV
304-367-2100

It*s about time - how about broadcasters with 20

Is this 20 year experience when belonging to
SSAC? I agree.

or 25 yrs. experience in athletics.

Same concern as proposal II.

If any coach or athletic director gives 20 years
of their life supporing athletics, they
certainly deserve this as a reward for the many
long hours they sacrificed.

Not unless you include principals and coaches
who had 20 years of coaching/administrative exp.




Proposal 4

Lisa Perkins

640 Cross Lanes Dr. #8
Nitro, WV 25143
304-776-9303

Toni Withrow

812 Park Ave.
Charleston, WV 25302
{(304-348-6123)

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11" Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elking, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

WELK Radio

228 Randolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-8800

Wheeling Park High
Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-243-0405

Yes

Agree

OK

Does not pertain to us

OK

Support

OK

Fine

Agree




Proposal 4
Continued

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-65334

Nathan Crescenzi,
Asst. Supt.

Marion County Schools
200 Gaston Avenue
Farimont, WV
304-367-2100

I am in favor of the proposal as it simplifies
scheduling and creates fairness.

Yes




Proposal 5

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11°F Street

Elkins, WV 28241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave,
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Byron Kinnard, A.D.
South Harrison Middle
R.R. 1 Box 58-B

Lost Creek, WV 26385
304-745-5582

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prim.

1000 Falrmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the follewing;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Terri Martin, Athletic
Coordinator

8t. Francis School

375 Birch St.
Morgantown, WV 26505
304-598-3777

WELK Radio

228 Randolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-8800

CK

Agree

Yes

Yes

Does not affect us.

Opposed - Present schedule allow the cheering
coach and team tryouts to have the whole gym
without conflict for the first week of the
seagon.

OK

I agree with the change for cheering season.

Great




Proposal 5
Continued

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

Nathan Crescenzi,
Asst. Supt.

Marion County Schools
200 Gaston Avenue
Farimont, WV
304-367-2100

Agree

This rule is needed to establish eonsistency of
the season or all sports.

Yes




Proposal 6

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randelph County Schools
40 11%*F Street

Elkinsa, WV 26241
304-5636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Roane County High Scheool
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High Schocl
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Clarence Woodworth
Winfield Middle School
3280 Winfield Rd.
Winfield, WV 25213
304-586-3072

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle Schecol

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Kenny Wright, A.D.
Ritchie County High
107 School Road
Ellenboro, WV 26346
304-869-3527

WELK Radic

228 Randolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-8800

OK

Not applicable

Does not affect us.

Support

Against proposal- 1. We have too many Soccer
matches as it is. 2. Requires more
administrative supervision time.

OK

Too many contests.

oK




Proposal 6
Continued

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Bex 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

Nathan Crescenzi,
Agst. Supt.

Marion County Schools
200 Gaston Avenue
Farimont, WV
304-367-2100

Agree

This is a good rule as it again simplifies
scheduling and fairness.

Yes




Proposal 7

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11°*® Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the following:;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

WELK Radio

228 Randolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-8800

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 252886
304-548-6334

CK

DISAGREE !!

Yes

OK

Suport

OK

makes sense

No Opinion




Proposal 7
Continued

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Bex 1C
Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

This rule is necessary to establish rules for
the sport.




Proposal 8

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11** Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Byron Kinnard, A.D.
South Harrison Middle
R.R. 1 Box 58-B

Lost Creek, WV 26385
304-745-5582

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-527-6420

Sherrard Jyr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elking, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Kenny Wright, A.D.
Ritchie County High
107 School Road
Ellenkoro, WV 26346
304-869-3527

WELK Radio

228 Randolph Avenue
Elking, WV 26241
304-636-88B00

OK

Not Applicable

Yes

Yes

Excellent

Support

OK

Good rule, needed to be done.

OK




Proposal 8
Continued

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary Scheol
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Waltom, WV 25286
304-548-6334

Nathan Crescenzi,
Asst. Bupt.

Marion County Schools
200 Gaston Avenue
Farimont, WV
304-367-2100

Agree

This rule is especially goocd to prevent the
overlap with basketball.

Yes




Proposal 9

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11" Strest

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Byron Kinnard, A.D.
South Harrison Middle
R.R. 1 Box 58-B

Lost Creek, WV 26385
304-745-5582

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Kenny Wright, A.D.
Ritchie County High
107 Schocl Reoad
Ellenboro, WV 26346
304-869-3527

WELK Radio

228 Randolph Avenue
Elkinsg, WV 26241
304-636-8B80

OK

Agree

Yes

Yes

Does not affect us.

Support

OK

Good rule.

OK




Proposal 9
Continued

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1376 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

Nathan Crescenzi,
Agst. Supt.

Marion County Schools
200 Gaston Avenue
Farimont, WV
304-367-2100

Agree

This rule makes sense simply because it makes
the season correspond with high school.

Yes




Proposal 10

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randolph County Schools
40 11t Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle Schoel
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Our Lady of Fatima
535 Norway Ave.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-523-2861

Kenny Wright, A.D.
Ritchie County High
107 School Road
Ellenboro, WV 26346
304-869-3527

Terri Martin, Athletic
Coordinator

St. Francis School

375 Birch St.
Morgantown,
304-598-3777

WV 26505

DK

Not Applicable

Yes

Does not affect us.

Opposed - Development of Junior High Band
(marching-parade) would suffer

CK

This ig a good proposal, but confused as to how
it affects us. We don’‘t have a band but have
offered instrumental music to our &% - gt
grades - would they be eligible for marching
band at High Scheoel or middle school?

Have never understocd the difference between
band members and athletes. This is another
example of the inconsistency. We are not doing
that in athletics, why Band?

I agree that they should be abkle to participate.




Proposal 10
Continued

WELK Radio

228 Randolph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-8800

Wheeling Park High

Eric Carder

1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School
Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 25286
304-548-6334

good idea

Agree

This rule is good for the students. It allows
them to participate in an activity they would
enjoy and build their self esteem. This would
also be good for the schools so they could have
larger numbers in their band.




Proposal 11

Glen Karlen, Supt.
Randelph County Schools
40 11*® Street

Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-9150

Bridgeport Middle School
413 Johnson Ave.
Bridgeport, WV 26330
304-842-6251

Mike Hays, AD
Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburg, WV 26582
304-986-1050

Roane County High School
702 Charleston Road
Spencer, WV 25276
304-927-6420

Sherrard Jr. High School
Michael Buck, Prin.

1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-3331

Note: Identical Comments
From the following;
Elkins Middle School

308 Robert E. Lee Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241

David Roth

Willard Madlor

Paul Gowers

Jim Purnell

Steve Collett

Jimmy Triplett

Robert Smith

Kenny Wright, A.D.
Ritchie County High
107 School Road
Ellenboro, WV 26346
304-869-3527

Terri Martin, Athletic
Coordinator

St. Francis Schocl

375 Birch St.
Morgantown, WV 26505
304-598-3777

WELK Radio

228 Randelph Avenue
Elking, WV 26241
304-636-8800

OK

Agree

Yes

Excellent

Support

OK

Whatever will help and by the vote, a
unanimous one, it lcoks as though this
to be beneficial.

I agree.

Yes




Proposal Wheeling Park High Agree
11 Eric Carder
Continued | 19276 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-243-0405

Walton Elementary School | Thig is a good proposal in that it

Rt. 1, Box 1C establishes consistent procedures.
Walton, WV 25286

304-548-6334

General Comments:

Glen Karlen, Supt.

rRandolph County Schools

40 11" Street

Elkins, WV 26241

304-636-9150

The sports programs are getting out of hand with their desire to move to
lower grades. The younger kids do not need to be subjected to the I have
to win philosophy.

Mike Hays, AD

Mannington Middle

113 Clarksburyg, WV 26582

304-986-1050

After commenting on proposal 2 & 3, we would like to suggest that there be
a reduced rate fro entry into WVSSAC "State Tournaments". I understand
that the WVSSAC cannot afford to waive admission fees for coaches and AD's
(unlike administrators) however reduced rates (even student rates with a
courtegy card) would be much more fair.

Roane County High School

702 Charleston Road

Spencer, WV 25276

304-927-6420

I think we need to be careful as Middle Schools Increase and Expand in
Grade Levels we might find ourselves in a heck of a mess.

Clarence Woodworth
Winfield Middle School
3280 Winfield Rd.

Winfield, WV 25213

304-586-3072

For Proposal #1 - I think this would benefit only the very small schools,
those that have difficulty finding enough bodies to fill a team - if they
are that small, perhaps there could be some special provision for schools
that have more than 15 go out for a sport, those 6™ graders that tried out
would just be subjected to disappointed of being out-




Terri Martin, Athletic Coordinator

St. Francis Schocl

375 Birch St.

Morgantown, WV 26505

304-598-3777

I think schools should be notified ASAP of the changes so we can begin
preparing especially Rule #1 (Proposal).

WELK Radio

228 Randoclph Avenue
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-88B00

Thanks for asking for outside input. Keep up the good work.

Walton Elementary School

Rt. 1, Box 1C

Walton, WV 25286

304-548-6334

I would just like the thank the SSAC for the opportunity to make proposals and change rules as necessary. 1do
feel very strongly that in all rule changes that we should always do what is in the best interest of the students

and of those who give their time to help students in the game of life.

Deborah Marsh, Principal

Baileysville H. S.

Box 497

Brenton, WV 24818

If the WVDE really supports ‘site based management’ as it propagandizes, then they should remove themselves
from the athletic arca. If the WVDE believes athletics are an ‘integral’ part of the educational process, then they

should FUND school athletic programs equally with other ‘educational” programs.
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Tuesday, April 25, 2000 6:19 PM Supt., Braxton County Sch 1-304-765-7152 p.03

Braxton County Schools
411 N. Hill Road
Sutton, WV 26601

Paul V. Qumstrang, Superintendent

{304) 765-7911 (304) 765-7152
Supt. Phone Supt. Fax

Public Response
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia code Title 127, 18-2-25: West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities

Commission

Individual Organization: Paul V. Armstrong, Superintendent. Braxton Countv Schools

Address: 411 N, Hill Road. Sutton, WV 26601

Telephone: 304-763-7911

Comment Only on Proposal 1:

I am opposed to placing 6'" graders on interscholastic teams with 7% and 8" graders. Previous to
becoming superintendent of schools. | served as a principal and [ also coached 5" and 6" grade bovs
and girls basketball. Occasionally, I would have the 7™ grade students come back to scrimmage some
~ ~th o . : S th
of my 6" graders. My experience is that the majority of 6™ graders are truly not ready to compete on a
dav-to-dav basis with the physical maturity of 7" graders. Yes. there is alwavs an exception to the rule
but I cannot believe there are suflicient numbers to warrant the movement of these students into that
level of competition.

Another concern I have is “why is this necessary’? Do we have middle schools that have insutficient
enrollment to field teams? Our middle school is grades 53-8 with almost 200+ per grade level. With
that many students. we field two bovs’ teams and two girls’ teams inbasketball. I cannot see the harm
in making the 6™ graders wait one more vear before entering school competition. This allows for more
participation and research studies show we need to do all we can to keep students involved in school
activities.

In addition, [ read this policy to “allow™ participation of 6™ graders but [ foresee an effort forthcoming
to torm “sixth grade” teams at a later date. We do not have sufficient facilities to add additional teams,
we have a shortage of certilied coaches, and our finances are stretched as far as we can stretch them
and our comniunities are “Fund-raised” to death.

Thank vou for the opportunity to comment on this proposal.




PUBLIC RESPONSE

- 1999-2000

Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia .
Secondary School Activities Commission : - o

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed
changesg in the policy.

tndividual /Organization: E/ér'd_fk mraoé' S;/,g ///ﬁ},}/ @M/@Q-’
Address: 30F Polexr Lo Ave . |
Elkiv <, Mfl/ RN S 4

Telephone: RoYf— p36-F/7 ¢

COMMENTS
Proposal ,1: : : ‘ ey
S 9/ AN S rﬂ'?é?[ﬁza— 797/'!/4 xf'-fyf?f‘wtf Z 7‘/4/1:,"’/’&’,43_.3_41 /

Proposal 2; - - . .
s?;bo/xhhy 4?*7?’19&5‘2ﬁvmf? Acpﬁif7';?§3-;ékgf2uwﬁ( _

Proposal 3:

o0&

Proposél 4: |
| g5 _

i)

Proposal B5: 57 4_/

Proposal 6&: 0&,

Sd Wov@:ep @eac 21 idd 6416 959 PBS : "ON 3NOHd youdoH 't WOHA




proposal 7:
.

Proposal 8:
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General Commenta:

T gY: May 26, 2000

T0: John Ray, cQordinator
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West Virginia Department of Education
puiiding 6 , Room 309
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John Ray

From: J.D. Holbook [jdholbro@access.k12.wv.us]
Sent: Monday, Aprif 10, 2000 3:07 PM

To: joray@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: WVSSAC

John,

I am in support of the WVSSAC proposal to allow sixth graders participates in
interscholastic activities, except for football. I appreciate your support
in this issue. Thanks!

J.D. Holbroock
Glade Elementary School
Webster County




iz CHEAT LAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Route 7, Box 153 Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Kenneth P. Wolfe LR James VanGilder
PRINCIPAL Nt AN ASST. PRINCIPAL

VX’

I am writing this letter in response to your request for input on the adoption
of the sixth grade into the SSAC. I am very opposed for the following
reasons:

1. Tt could mean longer practice schedules

2. Lack of facilities for more teams

3. The assumption that sixth graders can compete with eight graders is
absolutely incorrect just as seventh graders can not compete with ninth
graders.

4. Tn one breadth we talk of inclusion of sixth graders and in the next

breadth we talk of excluding them from football. In my opinion we

include all or we exclude all.

More salaries for more coaches a burden on county BOEs

6. Trying to find more coaches which is a problem at present will be even
harder with an addition of another team. ’

[ thank you for the opportunity for imput.
.:f/ x%
Jim Van Gilder

wh

Phone Number: (304) 594-1165 Fax Number: (304) 594-9223
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COMMENTS

Proposal 1: o

I. strongly support allowing sixth grade students to participate on the middle

gchool athietic teams with the exceotion of football as noted in the proposal.
: i 51, this would offer sixth qgra udents the opti '
i ting in cross country in the Fall and track in the Spring. Thege
rts are currently not available to these students until geventh grade. Present:

§ixth grade students who want to participate in athletics must choose either

Propesal 2: soccer or Pop Warner football in the Fall or Livtle League baseball

in the Spring.
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Michael B.Burk

From: Michael B.Burk <mburk@access k12.wv.us>
To: wyssac@wvssac.org

Subject: Fw: 6th graders in WVSSAC

Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2000 12:57 PM

Please give to Jerry Trembush

From: Michael B.Burk <mhurk@access.k12.wv.us>
To: jbray@access.k12.wv.us

Subject: 6th graders in WVSSAC

Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2000 12:45 PM

John,

| hope that you remember me from the Logan Co. On-site we worked together
from South Charleston. | also hope that you will remember my dedication to
the philosophy of Middle Level/Junior High education.

| was in attendance at the Board of Control meeting of the WVSSAC in
Pipestem the first of this month. | was present at the conversation on the
Proposal 2 that asked for a vote on 6th graders being regulated by WVSSAC
rules. | spoke in opposition to the proposal then and repeat it to you
while this proposal is on public comment.

From my research on Middle Level Education, attendance to state and
national Middle Level conferences, and instruction from those | consider
experts, my position remains one that advocates 5-6 graders should not
participate in activities regulated by formal supervision of the WVSSAC.

The 7th and 8th graders should not also, but they were involved before the
data on middle schools was available. The vote at the Board of Controls
indicated support (70-25) but consider that most of the voters were Senior
High administrators what are not affected.

Please check with Dr. Ron Chillerss and Dr. Mike Cunningham at the WV
Graduate Studies program and Charles Cotrill, Principal at South Middle
School in Morgantown for supportive advice. These gentlemen were strong
advocates of the middle school philosophy as | was earning my cerified
endorsement in Middle Level Education. They should advocate that socially,
emotionally, physically, and educationally the 5-6th graders would be
better served with an intramural program that allows unlimited
participation without sanctions from the WVSSAC.

Page 1



Please understand that | strongly support the principles of the WVSSAC
and have for over 20 years! | also have been around long enough to see
school systems be confounded by the involvement of the 7-8th graders in the
structure of the organization that was the result of public pressure to
force their kids to grow up too scon. Now the WVSSAC is the bad guy on
matters of eligibility and paricipation that leads to social and emotional
distress on this age group. Let the community organizations continue
provide unlimited activities for this age group.

After all, the State Board voted this proposal down last time and | hope
they do it again for the sake of all the potential athletes that would be
denied an opportunity to develop in a restricted school program. If the
school has a program for them, zll the local sandlot teams would disappear
denying greater participation plus it would established the WVSSAC again as
the bad guy denying participation.

Michael B. Burk (Mick)
Principal

Sherrard Junior High School
1000 Fairmont Pike
Wheeling, VWV 26003
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H r w ./60 E. Allen Messinger, Principal
l l I c a n A Richard Grim, Assistant Principal

L\f Lexie Damaus, Assistant Principal

» v Barbara Haynes, Counselor

Fatricia Barber, Counselor

M I d d | e Diana Suthertand, Secretary
Carol Thornton, Secretary

Jane Koanig, Secretary

, 2000

Mr. John Ray, Coordinator

West Virginia Department of Education
Building 6, Room 309

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-0330

Dear John:
1 received a copy of the proposal for changes being recommend by the WVSSAC.

I would like to let you and the state board know that I am opposed to Proposal One
concerning sixth grade student participating in school athletics. Sixth grade students are
not developmentally ready to participate against students in the seventh and eighth grade.
Sixth grade students have a difficult time just adjusting to life in a middle school setting,
let alone having to balance academics with sports.

This will also make a financial hardship on the schools. For a lot of us it would probably
mean creating new teams at the sixth grade level. We do not have the money to begin
buying new uniforms and equipment. We do not have the facilities for practice to take
place. With the addition of soccer our outside facilities are at a maximum usage. We
only have one gym and trying to schedule the use for boys and girls at the seventh and
eighth grade levels and trying to get in the games scheduled is very difficult to do.

John, you have been at the middle school level and know what is right for this age group.
I hope you will make your voice known concerning this matter and that the State Board
of Education votes this proposal down.

1 have been a middle school admin:strator for twenty years and feel that T do understand
the needs of this age group and sixth grade students are not ready for inter-scholastic
competition.

Sipcerely,

TN

y h

A
Alllen MesSinger f

518 Midland Trail « Hurricane, West Virginia 25526 « (304) 562-9271, 562-5503
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Cormament Proposal One (127-2-3)

I adamantly voice my support for Proposal One because [ believe it is in the best interest of
children. Some of the benefits include:

] In the middle school setting sixth graders are left out of interscholastic athletics and often
feel like they are not a part ot the school culture and they do not belong.

2. In rural communities the schools and churches are the primary avenue for socialization

and/or athletic competition. Yet currently we ostracize one third of our student body by
not allowing them to participate in athletics.

3. If sixth graders have access to recreational leagues, they do not have the protection
afforded to their upperclassmen by the SSAC. More specifically, sixth graders do not
have:

A Catastrophic insurance coverage,

B. Trained coaches and athletic trainers;

C. Practice requirements prior to their first game;

D. Required physicals; '

E. Limitations regarding the number of games/quarters they may participate in (i.e.

students might play in five or more basketball games in two days),

F. Limitations regarding the length of the season;
G. Certified officials at all games and,
H. The other regulations designed for the safety of the students participants.
4 Recent changes in school demographics make adoption of Proposal One even more

imperative. In the 1990-1991 school year West Virginia had only 57 middle schools and
83 junior highs. Whereas, we currently have 97 middle schools and only 33 junior highs.

| feel the WV SSAC must extend its umbrella of protection to include these middle schools
with sixth graders. Further, this change might encourage more middle schools to become

members of the WVSSAC.

Thank you in advance for any consideration you give to Proposal One.

Sincerely,

| P -
ALY
A lLar . Gillespie

Principal
Clay County Middle School
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SUNCREST MIDDLE SCHOOL
360 Baldwin St.
Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

William R. Ryan, Principal Jim Napolillo, Asst. Principal

April 13, 2000

Dear Mr. Ray,

I am writing this letter in support of sixth grade participating in sports especially
if they are a part of the Middle School. Being an Assistant Principal in two Middle
Schools in Monongalia County, I feel this issue is very important and should be
considered especially since it has already passed the SSAC. Trying to mold the sixth
through eight graders together to make an all around middle school is hard especially
when you tell the sixth graders and their parents you can’t play sports due to State
regulations. Again, I'm expressing my total support and would like to see this bill passed
so that our sixth graders in the school year 2000-2001 can play.

+

Sincerely,

Jim Napolillo,
Assistant Principal
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Proposal 4:

Proposal 5:

Proposal 6:




PUBLIC RESPONSE
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commiasion

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed
changes in the policy.

Individual /Organization: /@/fﬂ( {—far—*{-mau

rddress: /4302 Ak o Poad

ﬂﬁhrfas+%@, vl - a . 2 532K
Telephone: 3P4~ 99 &~ A4 p 3

COMMENTS
Proposal 1: ]
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Proposal 3:

Proposal 4:

Proposal 5:

Proposal 6:




PUBLIC RESPONSE
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed
changes in the policy. -

Individual/Organization: William R. Ryan

Address: 360 Baldwin St.
Morgantown, WV 20305

Telephone: 291-9335

© COMMENTS

Proposal 1:
I am definitely opposed to this proposal. The situation created by permitting
sixth graders to participate in interscholastic athletics is in direct conflict
with the middTe school philosophy of participate vs competition. In 23 years
as Jr. High Prinicpal, I have never seen a seventh grader play on our ninth

grade varsity,

Proposal 2: U\S—LD‘QW%/\—\
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Proposal 3:

Proposal 4:

Proposal &:

Proposal 6:
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RICHWOOD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CC. Lester
2 VALLEY AVENUE P
RICHWOOD, WV 26261 ER. Amick
Phone: 304-846-2638 Ass’t Principal

[0.: 304-846-2639
Fax No Barbara Taylor

Counselor

Comment Proposal One (127-2-3)

[ strongly voice my support for Proposal One because I believe it is in the best

interest for the children in the middie school. Richwood Junior High School is currently
planning the transition to the middle school concept by the school term 2001-2002. 1 feel
that Proposal One would benefit middle school athletic participants especially since 6th
graders are left out of interscholastic athletics. Sixth grade student are not required to
have physicals, catastrophic insurance, trained coaches, or certified officials at their
games. Therefore, [ believe that Proposal One would be in the best interest of all student
participating in athletics.

I'sincerely appreciate your consideration in this matter.

Yours in edugation,

C. C. Lester
Principal

CCLfs




PUBLIC RESPONSE
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed
changes in the policy.

Individual/Organization: WCE',LI}(: -Ro&df‘o

Address: 128 Pasdolsh Aee
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PUBLIC RESPONSE
, 1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission

Directions: Please use this form toc comment on the proposed
changes in the policy..

Individual /Organization: Eric Carder, Wheeling Park High School

Addressg: 1976 Park View Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

Telephone: (304) 243-0405

OMMENTS

Proposal 1:
I feel this program will provide a more structured program with sponsors who

have expertise in coaching and provide a more controlled atmosphere in which
these young people can compete.

Propcsal 2:
Currently schools are struggling financially and these additienal complimentary

passes will only add to their [inancial woes.

Proposal 3:
Same concern as proposal II.

Proposal 4:
Agree

Proposal 5:
Apree

Proposal 6:
Agree




PUBLIC RESPONSE

1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary Schoeol Activities Commission

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed
changes in the policy.

Individual/Organization: bana F. Cates, Principal
Barbours v.‘l/i mgddlp Schewl 7 =
Va!

address: juot (Cen Ve,
Rarheurs ville, WV 25504

Telephone: [304) 733 - 3003

COMMENTS

Proposal 3: /

Proposal 4: ]

Proposal 5:

Proposal 6: ////’
N




PUBLIC RESPONSE
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed
changes in the policy.

Individual/Qrganization: Christine N. Carder, Principal Triadelphia
Middle School

Address: 1636 National Road, Wheeling, WV 26003

Telephone: 304-243-0387

COMMENTS

Proposal 1:

As principal of a 500+ student middle school T am not in faveor of

f i raders e permitted to participate 1
3 f a i il ire ei r more a

developed to encourasge more participation or there will be a very

limited amount of sixth graders participating on 7th grade teams.

At the middle school level we encourage participation, buy I sincerely

*feel that this will discourage student participation especiall:

there is limited #'s of
4uMkLLL&nS“dX3JJJﬂllE*__l_JHuLhi_SIIjIQ;uLJL1gELJﬂui_&LﬂleJﬁEﬂSL_Qﬁ___

Education to not pass thig proposal.,

Proposal 3:

Proposal 4:

Proposal 5:

Proposal 6:




Public Response
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, & 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary School activities Commission

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed
changes in the policy.

Individual/Organization Walton Elementary/Middle Schoot
Address: School Drive , Rt. 1, Box 1C, Walton, WV 25286

Telephone:304-548-6334

COMMENTS
Proposal 1:

Sixth grade students should be allowed to participate in all middle school interscholastic sports for
the following reasons:

1. With the creation of the large number of middle schools in our state, we need to allow 6th
graders to pgrhcnpa;e in order 1o develop a sengse of belongmg gnd msj;lll gghggl pndg A§ of ngw

human need is the need to belong, and as of now, 6th graders are not having this nggd ﬁ.llﬁlled

2. Sixth grade nts want icipate in athleti r at least be given the o nity to t

out. I recently informed our 6th graders of this possisibility, and I was overwhelmed with the

positive response, You could just see the excitement in their eves. It really is a shame to deny
them this opportunity. This is especially true for schools in rural areas where there are few

ctivities for fit eny

beneﬁt hysically, emotionall nd tally from being involved in athleti Mone should never
factor i h1 ision Th u reventlon ro ram wecandoist kld

4. Sixth gr nts have the ability t ici in Th n compete in voll il
ketball, wrestling_ track, and cheerleading. There is no difference in a 6th grader competin
with an 8th grader than a 7th grader competing with a 9th grader, which is what we allowed with

a 7-9 configuration.

5. Sixth grader lready competing in outside | es where available. Manv of these are
isorganized and disregard the physical and emotional n fkids. It woul much better 1o
et them in reanized school program where they can be governed SAC rules and

regulations.




Proposal 2:

Vocation hool who h nts fr 1 high school is an ion of that school
nd that principal should be given the same courtesy as the regular high school principal.
Proposal 3: '

If coach or ic director gives 20 f their life riing athleti h

rve thi reward for the m long hours th rifi
Proposal 4:

I am in favor of the proposal as_it simphfies scheduling and creates fairn
Proposal 5:

This rule 1s n lish consi g fth n or all 8,
Proposal 6:

Thisisag rule as it again simplifies scheduling and cr fairness.
Proposal 7:

This rule is necessary to establish rules for the sport.

Proposal 8:

This rule is especiall od to prevent the overlap with basketball.
Proposal 9:

This rule mak nse simpl it makes th n COIT: nd with high school,

Proposal 10:
This rule 1 for th liows them ici in an activity they would enjov and
build their self esteem. This would also be good for the schools so they could have larger number
in their band.

Proposal 11;
This is a good proposal in that it establishes consistent procedures.

General Comments:

[ would just like the thank the SSAC for the opportunity to make proposals and change rules as

necessary. I do feel very strongly that in all rule changes that we should always do what is in the
best interest of the students and of those who give their time to help students in the game of life,




LoGAN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Ernestine Sutherland
Principal
14 Wildcat Way
Logan, WV 25601

Telephone: (304) 752-1804 Fax: {304) 752-0207
May 15, 2000

Mr. John Ray

WYV State Department of Education
Building 6, Room 309

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-0330

Dear Mr. Ray:

We encourage you and others to disapprove the SSAC proposal that states:
Proposal & [
Amend 127-2-3 Enrollment and Team Membership
3.4 Students enroiled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for junior high/middle
school participation:
Middle School
6, 7, 8 (3-year or 4-year schocl)
Sixth grade students will be eligible to participate in all middie school interscholastic sport teams

except football.
As a large middle school, it would be very difficult to support a sports program that

includes 6™ graders. The maturity level of a 6" grader is inadéquate to compete with 7*
and 8" graders. It would require that we hire additional coaches, arrange numerous
schedules, and purchase more uniforms. We cannot afford the additional expense or the
required gym time for practice and games. Since we already have two coaches for the
boys’ 7% and 8™ grade basketball teams and two coaches for the girls’ teams, our gym is
continually in use. It is very difficult to schedule boys’ and girls’ athletic events.
Additional teams would require tate night games and practices that would result in
absenteeism and poor grades for the students.

We feel Logan County and the State has a very strong Buddy League, Little League, and
Midget Football program and that the students are not denied an opportunity to play
sports. We would appreciate your support in voting this proposal down.

Sincerely,

Johnny (Queen
Vice Principal




LoGcAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Ernestine Sutherland
Principal

14 Wildcat Way
Logan, WV 25601

Telephone: (304) 762-1804 Fax: (304) 752-0207
May 15, 2000

Mr. John Ray

WYV State Department of Education
Building 6, Room 309

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-0330

Dear Mr. Ray:

We encourage you and others to disapprove the SSAC proposal that states:

Proposal 8 [

Amend 127-2-3 Enrollment and Team Membership

3.4 Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for junior high/middle
school participation:
Middle School
6, 7, 8 (3-year or 4-year school)

Sixth grade students will be eligible fo participate in all middle school interschailastic sport teams
except football.
As a large middle school, it would be very difficult to support a sports program that

includes 6™ graders. The maturity level of a 6® grader is inadequate to compete with 7™
and 8" graders. It would require that we hire additional coaches, arrange numerous
schedules, and purchase more uniforms. We cannot afford the additional expense or the
required gym time for practice and games. Since we already have two coaches for the
boys’ 7" and 8" grade basketball teams and two coaches for the girls’ teams, our gym is
continually in use. It is very difficult to schedule boys’ and girls” athletic events,
Additional teams would require late night games and practices that would result in
absenteeism and poor grades for the students.

We feel Logan County and the State has a very strong Buddy League, Little League, and
Midget Football program and that the students are not denied an opportunity to play
sports. We would appreciate your support in voting this proposal down.

Sincerely,

Larry Wglford
Teacher




LOGAN MIDDLE ScHoOOL
Emestine Sutherland :
Principal
14 Wildcat Way
Logan, WY 25601

Telephone: {304) 752-1804 Fax: {(304) 752-0207
May 15, 2000

Mr. John Ray

WYV State Department of Education
Building 6, Room 309

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-0330

Dear Mr. Ray:

We encourage you and others to disapprove the SSAC proposal that states:
Proposal # [
Amend 127-2-3 Enrollment and Team Membership
3.4 Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for junior high/middle
school participation:
Middle School
6, 7, 8 (3-year or 4-year school)
Sixth grade students will be eligible to participate in all middle school interscholastic sport teams

except football.
As a large middle school, it would be very difficult to support a sports program that

includes 6® graders. The maturity level of a 6™ grader is inadequate to compete with 7t
and 8" graders. [Tt would require that we hire additional coaches, arrange numerous
schedules, and purchase more uniforms. We cannot afford the additional expense or the
required gym time for practice and games. Since we already have two coaches for the
boys® 7" and 8" grade basketball teams and two coaches for the girls’ teams, our gym is
continually in use. It is very difficult to schedule boys’ and girls’ athletic events.
Additional teams would require late night games and practices that would result in
absenteeism and poor grades for the students.

We feel Logan County and the State has a very strong Buddy League, Little League, and
Midget Football program and that the students are not denied an opportunity to play
sports. We would appreciate your support in voting this proposal down.

Sincerely,

# Jack E. Railey

Vice Principal




LOGAN MIDDLE ScHOOL
Ernestine Sutherland
Principal
14 Wildcat Way
Logan, WY 25601

Telephone: (304) 752-1804 Fax: (304) 752-0207
May 15, 2000

Mr. John Ray

WYV State Department of Education
Building 6, Room 3059

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-0330

Dear Mr. Ray:

We encourage you and others to disapprove the SSAC proposal that states:
Proposal # [
Amend 127-2-3 Enrollment and Team Membership
34 Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for junior high/middle
school participation:
Middle School
6, 7, 8 (3-year or 4-year school)
Sixth grade students will be eligible to parficipate in all middle school interscholastic sport teams

except football.
As a 1arge middle school, # would be very dlfﬁcult to support a sports program that

1ncludes 6™ graders. The maturlty level of a 6™ grader is inadequate to compete with 7%
and 8" graders. It would require that we hire additional coaches, arrange numerous
schedules, and purchase more uniforms, We cannot afford the additional expense or the
required gym time for practice and games. Since we already have two coaches for the
boys’ 7" and 8™ grade basketball teams and two coaches for the girls” teams, our gym is
continually in use. It is very difficult to schedule boys’ and girls’ athletic events.
Additional teams would require late night games and practices that would result in
absenteeism and poor grades for the students.

We feel Logan County and the State has a very strong Buddy League, Little League, and
Midget Football program and that the students are not denied an opportunity to play
sports. We would appreciate your support in voting this proposal down.

Sincerely,

Crmsaline ethoband
Emestine Sutherland

Principal




May_—lB—OO 07 :55A Baileysville High

Public Response
1999-2000
Policy West Virginia Cold Title 127, 18-2-15: West Virginia Secondary School
Activities Commission

Individual / Organization: Deborah Marsh, Principal - Baileysvilie High
Address: Box 497, Brenton, WV 24818
Telephone - 304-732-7254

Proposal 2 - (Allows the WVSSAC to issue Complimentary Courtesy and
[dentification Card to the principal and vice - principal of vocational school which
instruct member school students.

Comments:

C & { cards should NOT be issued to principals and vice-principals of vocational
schools for the following reasons:

| Vocational schools are NOT members of the WVSSAC.

2 Vocational administrators do NOT work the long overtime hours worked by
secondary administrators / athletic directors. They DO NOT supervise any athletic
events, nor are they accountable in any way to WVSSAC. If we give these
administrators C& 1 cards, we should issue them to EVERY PARENT or
TEACHER who is ACTIVELY INVOLVED in the school’s athletic program,
they are certainly more deserving recipients. '

2 Decrease in LOCAL REVENUE. It means nothing to the WVDE or the

WVSSAC if gate revenue is decreased at the local level - it is very important to
MEMBER SCHOOLS.

Additional Comment:

If the WVDE really supports ‘site based management’ as it propagandizes, then
they should remove themselves from the athletic area. If the WVDE believes
athletics are an ‘integral’ part of the educational process, then they should FUND
school athletic programs equally with other ‘educational’ programs.
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0 PUBLIC RESPONSE

1989-2000 '
Policy West Virginia Code Title 127, § 18-2-25: West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission

Directions: Please use this form to comment on the proposed

changes in the pol;i:;v// A//'
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Proposal 1:
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Proposal 2:

Proposal 3:
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Propecsal 7:

Proposal 8:
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Propogal 9:
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Proposal 10:

Proposgal 11:

General Cormments:

TO:

RE H a 2000

John Ray, Coordinater
West Virginia Department of Education
Building 6 , Room 309

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginla 25305-0330
Fax 304-558-3787
Phone 304-558-8830




