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TITLE 127
LEGISLATIVE RULES
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION

SERIES 2
ATHLETICS, PROVISIONS GOVERNING ELIGIEILITY

§127-2-1 General.

1.1 Scope - These rules establish the provisions governing student
eligibility to participate in interscholastic athletics.

1.2 Authority - WV Code §18-2-25%
1.3 Filing Date - June 19, 2001

1.4 Effective Date - August 20, 2001

§127-2-2 Note.

{a) The word “student” used in these Rules and Regulations refers either
tc a boy or girl participant in interscholastic athletics or bana
activities. Therefore, according to correct grammatical usage, since the
antecedent “student” can involve persaons of both sexes, the mascu.ine
pronouns he, his or him used threoughout said Rules and Regulations will
refer either to male or female participants.

{b) The word “principal” used ir the Rules and Regulations refers either
tc a male or female head of a secondary school. Therefore, according to
correct grammatical usage, since the antecedent “principazl” can involve or
refer to persons of either or both sexes, the masculine prcnouns he, him
or his will refer to a male or female head of a secondary school.

(<) The words “this Commission” or the abpreviation WVSSAC used
throughout these Rules and Regulations refers to THE WEST VIRGINIA
SECONDARY SCHQOCL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION.

(<} The word “coach” used in these rules and regulations refers either
to a male or female ccach of a secondary schoci. Therefore, according to
correct grammatical usage, since the antecedent “coach” can involve cor
refer to persons of either or both sexes, the masculine cronouns, he, him
or his will refer to z male or a female coach.

(e} The word “semester” used in these rules and regulations refers to
one-half of the required number of days that constitute a school year as

. 9 Y ¥
defined by the West Virginlia State Board of Education.
d

(£) The word “varsity” used in These rules and regulations refers toe the
primary representative team of a high school.

§127-2-3 Enrcollment and Team Membership.

3.1 To be eligible for participation in interscholastic atinletics, a student
must be enrcolled in a memper school on or before the eleventh instructional




day of the school year. FEnrollment must be continuous after the student nas
officially enrclled in the school.

3.2 Students can participate only in schools in which they are enrolled;
howevar, an exception may be granted by the Board of Appeals as follows:

(a) if a feeder school doess not afford students the oppertunity to
participate and they are otherwise sligible.

(k) an exception would be granted for students from the WV Schoocls for
the Deaf and the Blind to participate at Hampshire High School or Romney
Middle Schcol {only in sports not available at WVSD&B) .

{c) if member schools containing grades 6 and/cr 7 and/or 8 and/or 9 may
combine students from two or more schoocls within the county to form one
interscholastic team in a sport. Requests for permission to combine
students from twe or more schools in the same non-public or public scheool
system must be submitted annually to the WVSSAC in writing by the
superintendent of the non-public or public school system. Schoocls which
are combining to form one team must be feeder schools for the same high
school and at least one schocl does not have sufficient numbers for a
team. If more than two schools are involved, principals are to evaluate
the number of available participants in each school and shall combine
schools to provide as many teams that sufficient numbers will allcw.
Sufficient numbers will be defined as the number of a starting line-up
plus 50% (for odd number line-ups, round up).

3.3 An ineligible student may practice 15 days prior to his date of becoming
eligible provided that he is otherwise eligible. This rule applies only to
an academically ineligible student or a student who fails under Transfer
Rules 127-2-7.15, 127-2-7.16, 127-2-7.20, and Adoption Guardianship Rule 127-
2-8.4.

3.4 Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be
eligible for junior high participation:

Junior High Schools High Scheools Middle Schoogls

Crades 7 and 8 7, 8 and 9 (siz year school) &, 7, B8 (3-year or
4-year school)

Grades 7, B and 9 8 and ¢ (five year schooel)

Grades 8 and 9 9 (four year school)}

Sixth grade students may be eligible to participate in interschclastic sport
teams except football in the middle school in which they are enrolled.

3.5 Students enrolled in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high
school may participate on the high school team. Also, ninth graders of a
feeder school may participate on their high schecl team if granted permission
by the county or governing body of a private parochial board cf education and
the school principals invelved. Howaver, once a student becomes a member of
that team said student will be ineligible for the juniocr high team irn that
sport.

3.6 Students who are enrclled in a grade below the ninth are not eligible for
a high school team, and students enrclled in a g¢grade below the seventh will
not be eligible for a junior high team. Students enrolled in a grade below
the sixth will not he eligible for a middle schocl team.

3.7 Senior students will be eligible for spring sports until the close of the




school’s season.

3.8 Scheools may sponsor separate teams for members of each sex where selection
for such teams is based upon competitive skill., IZ a schocl sponsors 3 team
in a particular sport for members of one sex but sponsors no such team for
members of the other sex, and athletic opportunities for memoers of that sex
previously have been limited, members of the excluded sex must be zllowed to
try out for the team offeresd. For example, because overall athletic
opportunities for females have previously been limited, females will be
allowed to try cut for baseball, but males will not be allowed to try out for
volleyball or scftball.

3.9 Students enrolled at WV School for the Deaf will be allowed te participate
in sports at the WV School for the Blind. Reciprocal being students from the
WV School for the Blind to also participate in sports at the WV School for
the Deaf. This adoption would not be honored for the respective tournaments
of the EDSRA (Eastern Schools for Ceaf Athletic Association) and the EAAB
{Eastern Athletic Association cof the Bliind.!}

§127-2-4 Age.

4.1 A student in high schcol who becomes 19 and a student in Jjunicr high
school who becomes 16 before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic

competition.
4.2 A student in high school who becomes 12 and a student in junior high
school who becomes 16 on or after August - shall remain eligible for the

entire year.

4.3 A student in a middle school {eighth grade being the hignest grade)] who
becomes 15 before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic
competiticn &t that level.

4.4 A student in a middle school {eighth grade being the highest grade} who
becomes 15 on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for the entire schocol
year at that level.

§127-2-5 Semaester and Season.

5.1 A student may have the privilege to participate in the interscholastic
program for four consecutive years (eight consecutive semesters or
equivalent) after entering the ninth grade of a Zour-yesar hich school or the
ninth grade in a 7-9 junior high schocl.

5.2 In schools with 6 grades (7-12) and 5 grades (8-12), Rule 5.3 will govern
seventh and/or eighth and nine through twelve (9-12) will be cornsidered as a
four-year school, as explained In Rule 5.1.

5.3 A student shall not participate for more than two seascns while in grades
7-8 or no more than three seasons while in grades €-7-8 of a middle school in
any interscholastic activity.

5.4 Students retained witheout failing.

fa) Loss of eligibility. A student held back in the seventh or eighth
grade without failing shall lose ore cf his four years of high schnocl




eligibility for each year he is held back.

(b) Loss of fourth year. A student held back one yesar in the seventh or
eighth grade without failing shall lose his fourth year of eligibility
after entering the ninth grade.

() Loss of third and fourth years. A student held back for two years
in the seventh or eighth grade without failing shall lose both his third
and fourth vyears of eligibility after entering the ninth grade.

5.5 Ten days of attendance or enrcllment shall constitute a semester. Said
ten days includes the day of enrcllment, the last day of attendance and the
elapsed time between, provided that they are days when school was actually in
session. School records may be requested for verificaticn.

5.6 The number of semesters of athletic eligibility of a student is determined
by semesters of enrollment and attendance and not by semesters of
participation. (This applies for students in grades 5-12 only).

5.7 & student whose eligibility expires with the end of a semester shall not
become ineligible until report cards are issued or five scheol days inte the
next semester, whichever 1s less. The student will be considered eligible
any days between the two semesters.

5.8 Zny part of a contest or interscholastic event in which a student competes
shall be counted as a seascn for that sport in grades 6-12 and a semester of
attendance in grades 9-1Z.

5.9 The Board of Appeals is authorized to grant exceptions to the Semester and
Season Rule when it feels the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which
it is intended and when the rule works extreme and undue hardship upon the
student,

(a) The Board is authorized to consider only those cases in which a
student entering high school (explained in Rules 5.1 and 5.2) and ©id not
stay in continuous enrollment because of personal illness or no school was
available or because of cther undue hardship reasons ascertained through
investigation.

(b) The Board may provide release from the continuous enroliment
restriction provided no participation had cccurred during the senester(s)
in question.

(<) The Beoard may also assess appropriate penalties to the studsrt
athlete or to the schocl if said Board determines through its
investigation that said student athlete or said school did try tc evade
the rule by subterfuge.

§127-2-6 Scholarship.

.1 A student is reguired to do passing work in the eguivalent of at least 20
pericds (four subjects with full credit toward graduaztion) per week, Failure

to earn passing marks in four full credit subjects during = semester shalZ
render a student ineligible for the following semester.

(a} Two of those four full credit subjects must be in English-Language
Arts, Social Studies, Mathematics or Science, and may or may not be in the

game 4redad.
(b) Tf a student has completed a2l state, county and scheool requirements




for graduating, he or she may select four full credits from any area of
the curriculum offered by the school.

(c) If a student is takirg a multiple period subject, such as vocational
courses for & full morning or afterncon, it may be counted as more than
one subject. The number of subjects counted wi:l be equal to the units of
full credits given; however, part (a) above must a:sc be met.

(d) If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards
outlined above, he or she may attend summer scnool and have his or her
eligibility reinstated if the student meets the standards at the
conclusion of summer school.

(e} If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards
ocutlined above, he or she may have his or her eligibility reinstated at
midsemester if the student is meeting the standards at that time.

6.2 Note: Fulil credit is defined as one-half credit for a semester or 4050
minutes as taken from the West Virginia Department of Education, “Graduation
Requirements for West Virginia Public Schools: Adolescent Education {Grades
9-12) (March 1982)."

6.3 Schools providing for planned programs of independent learning during the
regular school term may not wish to reguire all students to attend classes
for 4050 minutes during a semester. In such instzances, full credit may be
awarded for satisfactory performance provided that it weets standards
established by the county and West Virginia Department of Education.

6.4 Full credit may be awarded for subjects in addition to those offered by
the school as well as experimental programs developed by the school itself
provided that it meets standards established by the county and West Virginia
Department of Education. Such credit must be earned during the regular
school term.

6.5 In order for a withdrawn student, an expelled student, or a student naot
attempting four (4) full credit subjects during a semester Lo Tegain
eligibility, said student must complete one semester of school work.

6.6 Any student who withdraws from scheol and does not re-enroll within 10
school days of that withdrawal date will lose his/her eligibility for the
remainder cof that semester.

6.7 Credit deficiencies cannct be made up after the last day of the semester,
except in a case where a student whose final examinations and course credit
are delayed due to illness which can be verified by a physician.

6.8 Tn all cases, the official school transcript will be used to determine a
student’s eligibility and will ke regarded as final.

6.9 On August 12, 1983, the State Board of Education adopted Pclicy #2436.10

(C-Rule}). Studentse must maintain a 2.0 average to participate in
interscholastic athletics. Be sure to read this pelicy for details. (See
Appendix)

§127-2-7 Residence-Transfer.

Philosophy:

Following is a brief resume of the points of philoscphy inciuded in the
residence and transfer rules of this Commission:




7.1 Participation in interscholastic athletics is a privilege providea Ior
students who meet standards set by principals of all member schools.

7.2 Participation in interscholastic athlevics is a privilege which shoula
fundamentally be available to bona fide students in school zones where their
parents or legally established guardians reside.

7.3 Standards governing residence and transfer are a necessary preregquisite to
participation in athletics because

(a) Tney protect the opportunities of bona fide resident students to
participate.

{b) They provide a fundamentally fair and equ-table framework in which
interscholastic athletic competitiocn in an educaticnal setTing can take
place.

(c) They provide uniform standards for all schools to follew in
maintaining athletic competition.

(d) They support the educational pniloscphy that participation in
zthletics is & privilege which must not be permitted to assume a dominant
position in the school program.

(e} They keep the focus of educators and students on the fact that
students attend schocl to receive those requirements mandated by law first
and athletics second.

(f£) They maintain the fundamental principle that a student shou_d live
at home with his parents and attend school in the schocl zone in which his
parents reside.

{g) They reinforce the view that the family is a strong and viable unit
in our society and, as such, is the best place for a student to reside
while attending school.

(h) They prevent scheol heopping or shopping around for scheol or
athletic programs which may suit an individual’s personal interest.

(i) They prevent “bumoping” of students who have gained legitimate
eligibility by persons from c¢utside the schocl zone.

(1) They serve as a deterrent to individuals who would seek to recruit
student athletes to attend a particular schocl.

(k) They serve as a deterrent to student athletes running away from
discipline problems, teacher problems, coach or similar ceonflicts.

(1) They protect school programs from losing students who have
established ar identity as an athlete and, as such, are contributors to
the overall scheool program and image.

(m) They tend to encourage competition between member nonpublic and
puklic schools.

{n) They eliminate family financial status from becoming a factor on
eligibility. The ability to pay or not to pay tuiltion creates a suspect
classification.




7.4 Speculative loss of college scholarship is not considered a basis for
granting exceptions to these rules,

Part A - Residence

7.5 A student shall be eligikle in the zone in which his parents reside.
Public secondary school zones shall be establisned by oIZficial actlon by =ach

county Board cf Education. Zones of nenpublic member schools shall bke
established by their governing koard and subject to approval by Board of
Appeals.

7.6 A student shall be eligible if he is enrelling to attend a secendary
school for the first time at either a public schoel or a member nonpublic
secondary school in the zone in which his parents reside, unless he has
established eligibility under Rule 127-2-7.15 or Rule 127-2-7.21 in another
attendance zone.

7.7 When a town or city is located in two counties and only one public
secondary school is located in the town or city, students living In the town
or city may attend this secondary school if mutually agreed upon by the two
county Boards of Education and approved by the Board of Appeals.

7.8 2 student from a broksn home who is in the care of the Department of
Health and Human Services of West Virginia shall he eligible to participate
in interscholastic athletics as a member of the athletic teams of the high
schoal in the zene in which said Department of Puglic Assistance places him
in a home, provided he is otherwise eligible under the =zules of the West
Virginia Secondary Schocl Activities Commission.

7.9 A student may be eligible outside his specified zone of attendance if he
has been in attendance in that zone the immediate preceding year (365 days)
prior to entering a member secondary school. There can be no change of
residence involving change of attendance zone during the immediate preceding
vear (365 days).

7.10 (a) Should the parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new
school zone during the school term, a student of any grade may remain
in the school zone from which his parents moved and retain eligibility.

(b} A student whose parents have resided in the school =zone for a
minimum of one academic vear at which the student has been in
attendance for a minimum of one academic year and whose parents move
out of the schocl zone may:

1) Retain his/her eligibility as long as said student retains
enrollment and attendance or:

2) Transfer at time of change of residence to the school in the
attendance zone in which his/her parents are now residing and be
eligible in that school or:

3) Transfer at any time prior to the start of the next school year to
the school in the attendance zone in which his/her parents are
residing and bes eligikle fcr interscholastic activities at the
receiving school.

7.11 Students who have attended a given high school and whose parents move from
the zone following the completien of the student’s eleventh (llth) grade may
retain eligibility for their twelfth (12th) grade, providing there is no
undue influence to retain the attendance of such students.

|




7.12 Foreign exchange students, attending a member school under the ausoices of
approved student exchange programs, shall ke considered eligible regarding
residence for a maximum pericd of one calendar year. 3aid foreign exchange
student may not be a graduate of the secondary school oI his home country and
must maintain eligibility in a member school. & foreign exchange prcgran
must assign students to schools by a method whichk insures that no student,
schocl, or other interested party may influence the assicnment for athletic
purposes.

7.13 A student returning from an approved foreign exchange program may resume
interscholastic competition in a member school at the point of interrupticn
provided the student did not receive credits toward graduation while
participating in the exchange program and provided the student meets all
requirements relative to age and semesters of eligibility.

Part B - Transfer

7.14 A student becomes immediately eligible, providing he 1s otherwise
eligible, when parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new scnool
zone. Determination of a bona fide change of residence depends upon the
facts of each case. In order for a change of residence to be considered bona
fide at least the following facts must exist:

a. The original residence must be abandoned as a residence; that is sold,
rented, or disposed of as a residence and must not be used as a residence
by any member of the immediate family;

b. The entire family must make the change and take with them the household

goods and furniture apprepriate to the circumstances;

The change must be made with the intent that it is permanent;

Under nec circumstance can a single family unit have two or more rasidences

for eligibility purposes;

e. When parents are not legally separated and when they are residing in
different places, tre residence shall be ccnsidered the residence formerly
used by both parents;

£. Nine months at the new residence will be required to make it a bona fide
move. If a family moves into a new schocl zone and remains there for less
than nine months, the move will not be considered bona fide and the
family’s child who is enrolled and participating in athletics in the new
school zone becomes ineligible there the day the family leaves the neow
school zone;

g. Under no circumstances can a residence change be used or manipulated for
the purpose of gaining athletic eligibility.

aa

7.15 TIf a student transfers during the school year from a secondary scnsol in
one zone to a secondary school ir another zone, sald student shall be
ineligible for the remainder of that school year unless the parents bhecome
residents of the district to which the student transfers. Students
transferring cut of attendance zone shall immediately forfeit eligibility in
their home zone unless exempted by Rule 127-2-7.Z21.

7.16 Students who transfer during the schocl year to or from a member scheol
shall be ineligible for the remainder of that school year unless the parents
move from one public school zone to ancther public school zone in conjunction
with transfer of schools unless exempted by Rule 127-2-7.21. Students may,
during this pona fide changs in residence, transfer to either a memper public

or a member ncn~public school without penalty. However, if the transfer is
from a non-member private schocl to a public school ir the zone where the
student’s parents reside, a student is eligible providing: (1] tne student




is enrolling in a member school for the first time and (2) the principals of
both private and public schools invelved concur that undue influence is not
involved with the transfer.

7.17 A student may be transferred from one school zone to another zone within
the same county by a county Board of Education and maintain eligibility. The
transfer must be initiated by County Board of Educaticn personnel to fulfill
certain special education programs(s) nct available in the school zone from
which the student 1is transferred. Upon the completicn of the specia.
procgram, the student must return to the schocl zone of his residence.

7.18 The Commission does not recognize emancipated status as relates to
transfer except as might occur in marriage and releocation to ancther school
zone.,

7.19 The Board of Appeals is authorized to grant exceptions to the Residence
and Transfer Rule when it feels the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for
which it is intended and when the rule works extreme and undue hardship upon
the student.

7.20 MNotwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and regulations, if
a student transfers for athletic reascns, he/she will be ineligible for 3¢5
days from the date of enrcllment. A transfer for athletic reascns is defined
as, but not limited to:

(a) Seeking a supericr athletic team;
(b) Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability;
(c) Seeking relief from conflict with the philoscophy or action of an
administratcor, teacher or coach relating to sports;
(d) Seeking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous school.
7.21 If a student is released and accepted by formal actions of County

Beards c¢f Education or similar governing bedies of a non-public school which
have verified that such transfer is not for athlstic purposes, said student
will be granted immediate eligibility provided z11 other rules are met. The
transfer nust occur at the beginning of the school year with the student
enrclled on or before the eleventh instructicnal day of the beg.rning of the
school year and provided that said student is residing with his/ner parents.
Notwithstanding any provisions, once that =team has participated irn a
scrimmage or contest, the student has established eligibility at that school
for the remainder of that school year.

7.22 The eligibility of a student whose parents are divorced is determined by
the following:

2, IT there has been a diverce in a family and scle custody has been awarded
by the court granting the divorce to one of the parents, the athletic
eligibility of the student will be established at the school that serves
the area where that parent resides.

b. 7f joint custody has been awarded, the student will be eligible in the
zone where either parent resides. After establishing initial residency
with one parent, all subseguent transfers will reguire a period of
ineligibility for the remainder of that school year.

o. If it becomes necessary at a later date for the student to reside with the
other parent, the move will be accepted as a bona fide move if the court
changes the custody to this parent. This type of move will be accepted
for immediate athletic eligibility purposes only cne time. Thereafter, 1if
a student subsequently decides to return and reside with the first parent
in a different school zone, =ne student will be ineligible for the
remainder of that school year.




§127-2-8 Adoption Guardianship.

8.1 L student athlete shall ke able to participate in interschclastic
athletics only if he/she is (1) residing with cne or both of his/her parents;
(2) residing with a testamentary guardian following the death of his/her
parents; or (3) residing in a location where he/she was placed by the
Department of Health and Human Resources pursuant to WVSSRC Rule 127-2-7.8.

8.2 The residence of a testamentary guardian shall constitute the
residence of nis ward when, and only when, (1} such testamentary guardian has
been duly appointed by the last will and testament of the student’s last
surviving parent; (2) said testamentary guardian has duly qualified as such
kefore the proper tribunal in West Virginia; and (3) the student is actually
residing in the household of his testamentary guardian at the time of his
sport participation.

8.3 Notwithstanding any other provision of the WVSSAC rules and
regulations, any student residing with a guardian/custcdian other than a
testamentary guardian may not compete for a schoei in any sport on the

varsity level but may compste at the junior varsity ievel.

8.4 NMotwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and
regulations, legal guardian/custodian may not be changed for athletic
reasons. A transfer for athletic reascns is defined as, but not limited to:

) Seeking a superior athletic team;

<

(b} Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability;

(c) Seeking relief from conflict with the phileosophy or action of an
administrator, teacher or coach relating to sports;

(d) Seeking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous schocl.

§127-2-9. Undue Influence - Recruiting.

9.1 The use of influence by a person cr group connected or not connected with
the school to secure or retain a student for athletic participation is not
permitted and may cause the student to be ineligible and may cause certain
sanctions to be placed against the member schools.

9.2 An employee of the school system shall not initiate any communication
regarding athletic participation or enroliment with a student, parent cf a
student, guardian or family member, in person or through a third party prior
to enrollment. This does not include the introduction of athletic programs
to students at feeder schocls during a school’s scheduling process.

9.3 A student, parent of & student, or guardian shall not be offered for the
purpose c¢f encouraging enrcllment in a school or participation in an athletic
program any inducement, such as free tuition, jobs, supplies, uniforms, other
than that which is provided for all students.

§127-2-10. Non-school Participation.

10.1 During the school year and while a member of a schocl team, & student
shall neither participate on any non-school team in the same sport, nor shall
the student compete as an individual unattached in non-scheol formally
organized competition in the same sport. The feliowing sports are exempted

10




10.

10.

from the provisions of this rule: cheerleading, cross country, golf,
swimming, tennis, track, gymnastics and wrestling providing:

(a) participation is approved by the student’s nigh school or junior
high school principal.
{b) the student misses no schocl-sponsored atnletic event involving a

team in that sport.

2 A student may participate as a member of a national team {and the actuel,
direct tryouts thereof) which is defined as

{a) one selected by the national governing pody of the sport,

(k) while representing the National Federatlon in an Internaticnal
Schoolsport Federation, or

(c) as a representative of the United States in rececgnizec nationzl or

internaticnal events.

3 B student who has participated on a non-schocl team or as an individual
unattached in nen-scheool formally organized competition after the beginning
practice date of that sport will be ineligible for participation on that
school team for that season in that particular sport except as provided by
Rules §127-2-10.1 and 10.2.

§127-2-11. Amateur.

11.

11

11.

11.

1 A student whe represents a school in an interscholastic sport shall be an
amateur in that sport. An amateur athlete is one who engages in athletic
competition soclely for the physical, mental, social, and pleasure benelits
derived therefrom. An athlete forfeits amateur status 1n a sport by

{a) competing for money or other monetary compensation (allowable
travel, meals and lodging expenses may be accepted);

(b) receiving any award or prize of monetary value which has not been
approved by the student’s state association;

{c) capitalizing on athletic fame by receiving meney or gifts of

nonetary value {scholarships to instituticons of higher learning are
specifically exempted);

(d} signing a professional playing contract in that sport.

.2 Accepting a nominal, standard fee or salary for instructing, supervising

or officiating in organized youth sports program or recreation, playground or
camp activities shall not jecpardize amateur status. “Organized youth sports
program” includes koth schoel and non-schoel programs. Compensation for
giving private lessons is permissible if approved by the West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission.

3 A high school student who loses amateur status ray apply to the West
Virginia Secondary School Activities Commissior for reinstatement in the
interscholastic pregram after a waiting period of one complete high schocl
season ({starting practice date to state Lournament) for that sport.

4 A senior student may participate in a professional tryout e-ther during or
after the season of that sport provided
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{a) that it does not occur cn the day of a school contest of that sport

(k) that it meets with student’s principal’'s approval.

§127-2-12 Participation as an Ineligible.
12.1 Any student who participates in an interscholastic athletic event as an

ineligible, either knowingly or inadvertently, shall be ineligikle for a
period not to exceed 365 days as determined by the Executive Secretary.

§127-2-13 Practice.

13.1 Only students enrolled in the specific member school are allowed to
participate in that school’s practices. Exceptions - Rule i27-2-3.2 and 127~
2-3.5.

13.2 The freguency and length of practice is at the discretion of each memper
school,

13.3 Member schocls of the WVSSAC may practice on any day of the year with the

exception c¢f Sunday practice. Rule 127-3-15.2 further clarifies Sunday

practice.

13.4 (a) Individual players of a team must have practiced on 7 SEPARATE days
before participating in an interscholastic scrimmage.

(b} Individual players of a team must have practiced on 14 SEPARATE
days, exclusive of the day of a contest, before participating in an
interscholastic contest. The following sport(s) 1is exempted from the
provisions of this rule: golf.

13.5 & student shall not be permitted to engage in interschelastic practice
until that student has filed with the principal a cempleted Athletic
Participation/Parental Consent/Physician’s Certificate Form. Rule 127-3-3
further explains this reqguired form.

13.6 An ineligible student may practice 15 days prior to his date of becoming
eligible provided that he is otherwise eligiple. This rule applies only to
an academically ineligible student or a student who falls under Transfer
Rules 127-2-7.15, 127-2-7.16, 127-2-7.20 and Adopticon Guardianship Rule 127-
2-8.4.

13.7 If a student has estaplished eligibility in a spert reguiring 14 separate
days of practice and is continuing to participate In that sport or no school
days have lapsed from one sport to another sport in a same seascn, he/she may
participate in another sport of the season after completing seven separate
days of sport specific practice in the second sporz:.

13.8 Students participating in a sport(s) in one season must nave practiced 14
separate days, exclusive of the day of a contest, to be eligible to
participate in a sport in the next sesason with the following exception: the
student has continued to practice or participate in tournament play without
an interruption of schoel days. The student must ccmplete seven separate
days of sport specific practice in the second sport.
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