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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION RULES

Comment period ends: June 3, 2002.

Background: These amendments are required to keep the West Virginia Secondary School
Activities Commission current with regard to changes, trends and issues in the band
and athletic programs.

Recommendations: It is the Department’s recommendation that all proposals be approved with the
exception of the following:

® Proposal One - This proposed amendment would change the boundaries of districts from five to
eight.

m Proposal Sixteen - This proposed amendment would aliow a coach to receive a lifetime pass with
twenty years of coaching.

m Proposal Twenty-three - This proposed amendment would require three classifications in all
sports.

Minor editorial revisions such as formatting - to be compliant with the Secretary of State’s office,
and gender preference - SSAC preference, were made.
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PROPOSAL 1

Amend §127-1-5 Administration (pg. 2) as follows:
5.4 The Board of Control of the West Virginia Secondary Schoal Activites Commission shall delegate and assign to the Board of Appeais

Directars. heremaf}gt constitutad, the pewerand authority to define, devise andier-craate five-{5) gight (8} administrative districts in the
State of West Virginia:

(a) Effective July 1, 4874 2002, and until such time as it is necessary to change the boundaries of such districts fva-{5} g
administrative districts shall be as follaws: o dis - the gicht @)

{1) First District: -Brocke—Galhoun;
{2) Second District:

(3) Third Distiict: Beeea
Fourth District;

PROPOSAL 2
Amend 127-1-5 Administration (pg. 2) as follows:

5.4(b) Any change In the boundaries of said administrative districts adopted by rhe Board of A.ppe-als Q[gg gm I
approval to the Board of Control at the annual meetlng SHeh RaRrg o sal esubrmttedfor

PROPOSAL 2

Amend 127-1-6 Officers and Duties (pg. 3) as follows:

B{d} An elected officer-member shall be eligible to serve two (2) regular five (5) year terms in succession. Upon compietion of the two
successive terms a fon-ner ofrcer-member shall not be appomted to ner eiected to ﬁll a vacancy of an unexp:rad term dunng the five

PROPOSAL 4
Amend 127-1-8 Board of Appeals as follows:

§127-1-8 Board of Appeals. Directars,

PROPOSALS
Amend 127-1-11 Executive Secretary (py. 6) as follows:

§427-1-11 Executive Secretary. Director,

PROPOSAL 6

Amend 127-1-11 Executive Secretary {pg. 8) as follows:

113 The Executive SeesataﬂfDI_re_ﬁp_c shall serve dunng gt the will and pleasure of the Board of Appeals but shall nct be removed dunng




PROPOSAL 7
Amend 127-1-12 Duties of the Executive-Seeratary Director {pg. €) as follows:

12.1()

PROPOSAL 8

Amend 127-2-3 Enroliment and Team Membership {pg. 9} as follows:

PROPOSAL 9

Amend 127-2-3 Enrollment arid Team Membership (pg. 10) as follows:

&6 Students enrolted in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high school may participate on the high school team. Also, ninth graders
of 2 feeder school may participate on their high school team [f granted permissian by the county or govermning body of a private/
parachial board of education and the schoal principals involved. However, ance a student becomes a member of that team said
student will be ineligible for the junior high team in that sport.

PROPCSAL 10

Amend 427-2-5 Semester and Season (pg. 10) as follows!

5.88(c)

PROPOSAL 11

Amend 127-2-8 Scholarship (pg. 11) as follows:

6.1(a)

PROPOSAL 12
Amend 127-2-8 Scholarship {pg. 11) as follows:

Ra The student may select four full credits

6.1{b) =2 studeathas-complatad-an-sato—sounh-ana-66000 caquirarmonts-fo
from any area of the cumiculum offered by the school.

PROPOSAL 13

Amend 127-2-7 Residence-Transfer (pg. 11) as follows:

PROPOSAL 14

Amend 127-2-7 Residence-Transfer (pg. 11) as follows:

72217 (a)




PROPOSAL 15

Amend 127-2-7 Residence-Transfer {pg. 11) as follows:

7.2217 (B) - : p After estabhshmg initial
resmency with one parent all subsequent transfers will raquxre a penod of mehgtblllty for the remamder of that school year ynless a
f resi

FROPOSAL 16

Amend 127-3-6 Coaches (pg. 16) as follows:

€.85 All coaches and athletic directors of member schools who-uponrelirermentFrom-a-memborschod! with at least 20 years of service
either as a coach, athletic diractor or combination of coaching and athletic director shall receive a lifetime WVSSAC Courtesy and
Identification Card. This card shall allow adimittance to any WVSSAC sponsored event. This admittance will be by presentation of the
WVSSAC Courtesy and Identification Card and photo identification.

PROPOSAL 17

Amend 127-3-7 Gamps/Out-of-Saason Coaching (pg. 18) as follows:

74

PROPOSAL 18

Amend 127-3-7 CampeéOut-of-Season coaching (py. 18) as follows:

7.2 A coach or sufrogata nﬂgﬂnﬂmmmﬂﬂ may aet be present asan observer Iecture pamupant staff member
or in any mpadty at any summer ump hose 2

PROPOSAL 19
Amend 127-3-8 Forfeit and Restitution (pg. 19) as follows:

B3 Ifa team ar individual student participating in ap individyual contest leaves the fisld-ercous playing area in protest and fails to complete

the contest, the contest is forfelted and the scheol principal or his designee and the violator must-appeat may be required to apoear
before the Executive Seerstary Director to Indicate why additional action should not be taken.

PROPOSAL 20
Amend 127-3-8 Game Officials (Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders) (pg. 19) as follows:

8.3

PROPQOSAL 21

Amend 127.3-10 Classifications (pg. 20) as follows:




PROFOQSAL 22
Amend 127-3-10 Ciassification {pg. 20} as follows:

10.2

PROPCSAL 23

Amend 127-3-10 Classification {pg. 20) as follows:
104 The Board of Appeals may shall structure the WVSSAC toumament sertes In each sport by classification (AAA-AA-A). Each sport will

be structured according to the level of interest and accommodation for tounament alignment. Prior to any change of skucture of any
given sport, a8 survey of the membership must be conducted by WVSSAC.

PROPQOSAL 24
Amend 127-3-12 Legat Opponents (pg. 21) as follows:
121

PROPOSAL 25
Amend 127-3-12 Legal Opponents {pg. 21) as follows:

1243  Member schools of the West Virginia Secondary School Actwlf.les Commlssmn shall not parhcxpate Lmhglaﬂg_gmm
pzagn_cg agamst nnnvschocl teams i wh h I wﬂh—ﬁas—sneaﬂﬂen

PROPOSAL 26
Amend 127-3-16 Sports Rules - Game Protests (pg. 22) as follows:

4815.3 The protest of a game ggules_t_o_q;gg_tm_,will not he allowed b

PROPOSAL 27

. Amend 127-3-16 Sports Rules - Game Protests (pg. 22) as follows:

FROPOSAL 28

Amend 127-3-18 State Champlonships (pg. 22) as follows:

4817.2 The Board of Appeals may shall divide the state into sections and regions for the purpose of determining champlonships In the sporis
sponsored by this Commission. The Board of Appeals shall have charge of directing and making necassary ardngements for

Loumaments meets and contests Iaad:ng to and lnc!udmg state champlnnshlps Mmmm&mmm

PROPQOSAL 28

Amend 127-3-23 Cross Country (Boys and Girls) {(pa. 25) as follows:




PROPOSAL 30

Amend 127-3-23 Cross Country (Boys and Girls) (pg. 25) as follows:

2322.4 Maximum Team Contests: Me-irit-_A cross country team wifl be permitted 16 meets exclusive of regional and state contasts,

PROPOSAL 31

Amend 127-3-24 Footbali (pg. 26) as foliows:

2423.9(3) JLII"IIOI‘ HighiMiddle School football teams rnay be perrmtted to piay overnme penods inCounty-arteague-Riaroffe srwhen-advance-

A maximum of 2 overtima penods \mlI be panmned in accurdancewuth the Nahcnal Federation Football Rules
20 yard line uvertime procedurs.

PROPOSAL 32

Amend 127-3-25 Golf (Boys and Glris) (pg. 27) as follows:

2524.2 Organized Tearn Practice: Organized team practice will begin on Monday of Week 7 § and the first contest may be played on any day
after the-opening-of-practice the first day of the season,

PROPOSAL 23
Amend 127-3-26 Soccer (Boys and Gliis) {pg. 27) as follows:

2625.4 Maximum Team Contests A soceer team wi!l be pem‘ut‘ted to play no more than 48 20 matches E-padicipating-in-o-cenfarence
Z Fe shes exclusive of sectional, regional, and state toumnaments. The-conferense

: 5

PROPOSAL 34
Amend 127-3-27 Softball {pg. 28) as follows:
22264 WMaximum Team Contests: A softball team w1|| be perrmtted to play no more than 31 games if participating In a conference toumament

twi ini f ; otherwise, the regular seascn will be 30 games exciusive of sectonal,
regional and state contests. The cerference tournament is to count as one (1) game.

PROPOSAL 35
Amend 127-3-31 Volleyball {Girls) {pg. 30} as follows:

34304 Maximum Team Contest: A volleyball team will be permitted o play In no more than 23 matches If paricipating in a conference
tournament: otherwise the reguiar season will be 22 matches exclusive of sectional, regional, and state contests. The conference

tournament is.to count as one (1) match,

PROPOSAL 36

Amend 127-3-32 Wrestling (pg. 31} as follows:

32314 Maximum Team Contest: A wrestling team will be permitted to have #6 18 matches exclusive of ere-{4}-conforance—arcounty
toumament: regional and state tournaments.

PROPOSAL 37

Amend 127-4-3 Cade for Interscholastic Athletics (pg. 35) as follows:

3.87{d} In case of spectators physically molesting an officlal, administrator, coach, or player student, the school may be glven one of two
opunns 1) takeashenﬁ_&change_sagamst the oﬁender (s) or 2) accept dlsclpline from the WVSSAC .AD.‘LD.E_S.QE.IM.GA!&U.QLQIM
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TITLE 127
LEGISLATIVE RULE D=7 D 3y
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
e | RGINIA
SERIES 2 CILoU Y OF STATE

ATHLETICS, PROVISIONS GOVERNING ELIGIBILITY

§127-2-1. General.

1.1. Scope - These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to participate
in interscholastic athletics.

1.2. Authority - W.Va. Constitution, Article XII, §2 and W.Va. Code §18-2-25.

1.3. Filing Date - June7, 2002.

1.4. Effective Date - August 6, 2002,
§127-2-2. Waviers.

2.1. The Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver to a rule when it determines the
rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended or when the rule works extreme and

undue hardship upon the student.

2.2. Speculative loss of college scholarship is not considered a basis for granting a waiver
to these rules.

§127-2-3. Enrollment and Team Membership.

3.1. To be eligible for participation in interscholastic athletics, a student must be enrolled
full-time in a member school as described in Rule 127-2-6 on or before the eleventh instructional
day of the school year. Enrollment must be continuous after the student has officially enrolled in the
school.

3.2. Students can participate only in schools in which they are enrolled; however, an
exception may be granted by the Board of Directors as follows:

3.2.1. if a feeder school does not afford students the opportunity to participate and they
are otherwise eligible.

3.2.2. for students from the WV Schools for the Deaf and the Blind (WVSD&B) to

|
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participate at Hampshire High School or Romney Middle School (only in sports not available at
WVSD&B).

3.2.3. if member schools containing grades 6 and/or 7 and/or 8 and/or 9 may combine
students from two or more schools within the county to form one interscholastic team in a sport.
Requests for permission to combine students from two or more schools in the same non-public or
public school system must be submitted annually to the West Virginia Secondary School Activities
Commission (WVSSAC)in writing by the superintendent of the non-public or public school system.
Schools which are combining to form one team must be feeder schools for the same high school and
at least one school does not have sufficient numbers for a team. If more than two schools are
involved, principals are to evaluate the number of available participants in each school and shall
combine schools to provide as many teams that sufficient numbers will allow. Sufficient numbers
will be defined as the number of a starting line-up plus 50% (for odd number line-ups, round up).

3.2.4. Students enrolled in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high school may
participate on the high school team. Also, ninth graders of a feeder school may participate on their
high school team and sixth grade students of a K-6 elementary feeder school may participate on their
junior high team if granted permission by the county board of education or governing body of a
private/parochial school and the school principals involved. Once a ninth grade student becomes
a member of the high school team said student will be ineligible for the junior high team in that
sport.

3.2.5. Students at a junior high or middle feeder school who are not provided the
opportunity to participate because of age may move up to their high school if granted permission by
the county board of education or governing body of a private/parochial school and the school
principals involved.

3.3, A student academically ineligible by rule may begin practicing 15 school days
immediately prior to the dates of regaining full eligibility provided all other eligibility requirements
are met,

3.4, Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for junior
high participation:

Junior High Schools High Schools Middle Schools
Grades 7 and 8 7, 8 and 9 (six year school) 6, 7, 8 (3-year or 4-year school)
Grades 7, 8 and 9 8 and 9 (five year school)

Grades 8 and 9 9 (four year school)

3.5. Sixth grade students may be eligible to participate in interscholastic sport teams except
football in the middle school in which they are enrolled.
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3.6. Students who are enrolled in a grade below the ninth are not eligible for a high school
team, and students enrolled in a grade below the seventh will not be eligible for a junior high team.
Students enrolled in a grade below the sixth will not be eligible for a middle school team.

3.7. Senior students will be eligible for spring sports until the close of the school’s season.

3.8. Schools may sponsor separate teams for members of each sex where selection for such
teams is based upon competitive skill. If a school sponsors a team in a particular sport for members
of one sex but sponsors no such team for members of the other sex, and athletic opportunities for
members of that sex previously have been limited, members of the excluded sex must be allowed
to try out for the team offered. For example, because overall athletic opportunities for females have
previously been limited, females will be allowed to try out for baseball, but males will not be
allowed to try out for volleyball or softball.

3.9. Students enrolled at WV School for the Deaf will be allowed to participate in sports at

the WV School for the Blind. Students from the WV School for the Blind will be allowed to
participate in sports at the WV School for the Deaf.

§127-2-4. Age.

4.1. A student in high school who becomes 19 and a student in junior high school who
becomes 16 before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition.

4.2. A student in high school who becomes 19 and a student in junior high school who
becomes 16 on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for the entire year.

4.3. A student in a middle school (eighth grade being the highest grade} who becomes 15
before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition at that level.

4.4. A student in a middle school (eighth grade being the highest grade} who becomes 15
on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for the entire school year at that level.

§127-2-5. Semester and Season.
5.1. A student may have the privilege to participate in the interscholastic program for four

consecutive years (eight consecutive semesters or equivalent) after entering the ninth grade of a four-
year high school or the ninth grade in a 7-9 junior high school.

5.2. A student shall not participate for more than two seasons while in grades 7-8 of a junior
high/high school or no more than three seasons while in grades 6-7-8 of a middle school in any
interscholastic activity.
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5.3. Students retained without failing.

5.3.1. Loss of eligibility. A student held back in the sixth, seventh or eighth grade

without failing shall lose one of the four years of high school eligibility for each yearthe student is
held back.

5.3.2. Loss of fourth year. A student held back one year in the seventh or eighth grade
without failing shall lose the fourth year of eligibility after entering the ninth grade.

5.3.3. Loss of third and fourth years. A student held back for two years in the seventh
or eighth grade without failing shall lose both the third and fourth years of eligibility after entering
the ninth grade.

5.4. Ten days of attendance or enrollment shall constitute a semester. Said ten days includes
the day of enrollment, the last day of attendance and the elapsed time between, provided that they
are days when school was actually in session.

5.5. The number of semesters of athletic eligibility of a student is determined by semesters
of enrollment and attendance and not by semesters of participation. (This applies for students in
grades 9-12 only).

5.6. A student whose eligibility expires with the end of a semester shall not become
ineligible until report cards are issued or five school days into the next semester, whichever is less.
The student will be considered eligible any days between the two semesters.

5.7. Any part of a contest or interscholastic event in which a student competes shall be
counted as a season for that sport in grades 6-12 and a semester of participation in grades 9-12.

5.8. The Board of Directors is authorized to grant a wavier to the Semester and Season Rule
when it feels the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended and when the rule
works extreme and undue hardship upon the student. Waivers may be granted in the following
circumstances:

5.8.1. The Board is authorized to consider cases in which a student entering high schootl
(explained in Rule 5.1) did not stay in continuous enroliment because of personal illness, or no
school was available, or because of other undue hardship reasons ascertained through investigation.

5.8.2. The Board may provide release from the continuous enroliment restriction
provided no participation had occurred during the semester(s) in question.

5.8.3. In no event may a student be allowed to participate in more than four (4) seasons
in any one sport in grades 9-12.
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5.9. The Board may also assess appropriate penalties to the student or to the school if said
Board determines through its investigation that said student or said school did try to evade the rule
by subterfuge.

§127-2-6. Scholarship.

6.1. A student is required to do passing work in the equivalent of at least 20 periods (four
subjects with full credit toward graduation) per week. Failure to earn passing marks in four full
credit subjects during a semester shall render a student ineligible for the following semester.

6.1.1. A semester course that constitutes 8100 minutes of instruction (block schedule)
will count as two subjects.

6.1.2. The student may select four full credits from any area of the curriculum offered
by the school.

6.1.3. Ifastudent is taking a multiple period subject, such as block or vocational courses
for a full morning or afternoon, it may be counted as more than one subject. The number of subjects
counted will be equal to the units of full credits given.

6.1.4. If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above,
the student may attend summer school and have eligibility reinstated if the student meets the
standards at the conclusion of summer school.

6.1.5. Ifastudent has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above,
the student may have eligibility reinstated at midsemester if the student is meeting the standards at
that time.

6.2. Nofe: Full credit is defined as one-half credit for a semester or 4050 minutes as
provided by West Virginia Board of Education §126-30-1 et seq., “Graduation Requirements for
West Virginia Public Schools: Adolescent Education (Grades 9-12)” (Policy 2444.01) and West
Virginia Board of Education §126-42-1 et seq., “Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for
Education Programs” (Policy 2510).

6.3. Schools providing for planned programs of independent learning during the regular
school term may wish not to require all students to attend classes for 4050 minutes during a
semester. In such instances, full credit may be awarded for satisfactory performance provided that
it meets standards established by the county and West Virginia Department of Education.

6.4. Full credit may be awarded for subjects in addition to those offered by the school as well
as experimental programs developed by the school itself provided that it meets standards established
by the county and West Virginia Department of Education.

5
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6.5. A student not attempting four (4) full credit subjects during a semester must complete
one semester of school work to regain eligibility.

6.6. Any student who withdraws from school and does not re-enroll within 10 school days
of that withdrawal date will lose eligibility for the remainder of that semester.

6.7. Credit deficiencies cannot be made up after the last day of the semester, except in a case
where a student whose final examinations and course credit are delayed due to illness which can be
verified by a physician.

6.8. The official school transcript will be used to determine a student’s eligibility and will
be regarded as final.

6.9. Inaccordance with §126-26-1 et seq., West Virginia Board of Education Policy 2436.10,
“Participation in Extracurricular Activities” (C-Rule), students must maintain a 2.0 average to
participate in interscholastic athletics. (See Appendix.)

§127-2-7. Residence-Transfer.
7.1. Part A - Residence.

7.1.1. A student shall be eligible in the zone in which the student’s parents reside. Public
secondary school attendance zones shall be established by official action by each county Board of
Education. Zones of nonpublic member schools shall be established by their governing board and
subject to approval by Board of Directors.

7.1.2. A student shall be eligible when enrolling to attend a member secondary school
for the first time in the zone in which the parents reside, unless the student has established eligibility
under Rule 127-2-7.2.3 in another attendance zone.

7.1.3. When a town or city is located in two counties and only one public secondary
school is located in the town or city, students living in the town or city may attend this secondary
school if mutually agreed upon by the two county boards of education and approved by the Board
of Directors.

7.1.4. A student who is in the care of the West Virginia Department of Health and
Human Resources shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics as a member of the
athletic teams of the secondary school in the zone in which said West Virginia Department of Health
and Human Resources places the student in a home, provided the student is otherwise eligible.

7.1.5. A student may be eligible outside the specified zone of attendance if the student
has been in attendance in that zone the immediate preceding year (365 days) prior to entering a

6
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member secondary school. There can be no change of residence involving change of attendance
zone during the immediate preceding year (365 days).

a. Should the parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone
during the school term, a student may remain in the school zone from which the parents moved and
retain eligibility.

b. A student whose parents have resided in the school zone for a minimum of one
academic year at which the student has been in attendance for a minimum of one academic year and
whose parents move out of the school zone may:

A. Retain eligibility as long as said student retains enrollment and attendance or:

B. Transfer at time of change of residence to the school in the attendance zone
in which the parents are now residing and be eligible in that school or:

C. Transfer at any time prior to the start of the next school year to the school in
the attendance zone in which his parents are residing and be eligible for interscholastic activities at
the receiving school.

7.1.6. Foreign exchange students, attending a member school under the auspices of a
Council on Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET) student exchange program, shall
be considered eligible regarding residence for a maximum period of one calendar year. Said foreign
exchange student may not be a graduate of the secondary school of the home country and must
maintain eligibility in a member school. A foreign exchange program must assign students to
schools by a method which insures that no student, school, or other interested party may influence
the assignment for athletic purposes.

7.1.7. A student returning from an approved foreign exchange program may resume
interscholastic competition in a member school at the point of interruption provided the student does
not fulfill graduation requirements while participating in the exchange program and provided the
student meets all requirements relative to age and semesters of eligibility.

7.2. Part B - Transfer.

7.2.1. A student becomes immediately eligible, providing all other eligibility
requirements are met, when parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone.
Determination of a bona fide change of residence depends upon the facts of each case. In order for
achange of residence to be considered bona fide the following circumstances may be considered but
are not exclusive:

a. Was the original residence abandoned,;

7
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b. Did the entire family make the change of residence;
¢. Is the change made with the intent to be permanent;
d. Does the family have more than one residence for eligibility purposes?

€. When parents are not legally separated and when they are residing in different
places, the residence shall be considered the residence formerly used by both parents;

f. Was the residence change used or manipulated for the purpose of gaining athletic
eligibility?

7.2.2. If a student transfers during the school yvear from a secondary school in one zone
to a secondary school in another zone, said student shall be ineligible for the remainder of that school
year unless the parents become residents of the zone to which the student transfers. Students

transferring out of attendance zone shall immediately forfeit eligibility in the attendance zone unless
exempted by Rule 127-2-7.2 8.

7.2.3. Students who transfer during the school year to or from a member school shall be
ineligible for the remainder of that school year unless the parents move from one member school
zone to another member school zone in conjunction with transfer of schools.

7.2.4. Ifthe transfer is from a non-member school to a member school in the zone where
the student’s parents reside, a student is eligible providing; (1) the student is enrolling in a member
school for the first time and (2) the principals of both non-member and member schools involved
concur that undue influence is not involved with the transfer.

7.2.5. A student may be transferred from one-attendance zone to another zone within the
same county by a county board of education and maintain eligibility. The transfer must be initiated
by county board of education personnel to fulfill certain special education programs(s) not available
in the attendance zone from which the student is transferred. Upon the completion of the special
program, the student must return to the attendance zone of the student’s residence.

7.2.6. For the purpose of athletic eligibility, the Commission does not recognize
emancipated status as relates to transfer except as might occur in marriage and relocation to another
school zone.

7.2.7. Notwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and regulations, if a
student transfers for athletic reasons, the student will be ineligible for 365 days from the date of
enrollment. A transfer for athletic reasons is defined as, but not limited to:
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a. Seeking a superior athletic team;
b. Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability;

c. Seeking relief from conflict with the philosophy or action of an administrator,
teacher or coach relating to athletics;

d. Seeking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous school.

7.2.8. If a student 1s released and accepted by formal actions of county boards of
education or similar governing bodies of a non-public school which have verified that such transfer
is not for athletic purposes, said student will be granted immediate eligibility provided all other rules
are met. The transfer must occur at the beginning of the school year with the student enrolled on or
before the eleventh instructional day of the beginning of the school year and provided that said
student is residing with the parents. Notwithstanding any provisions, once that team has participated
in a scrimmage or contest, the student has established eligibility at that school for the remainder of
that school year.

7.2.9. The eligibility of a student whose parents are divorced or legally separated is
determined by the following:

a. court decree establishing residency with one parent.

7.2.10. After establishing initial residency with one parent, all subsequent transfers will
require a period of ineligibility for the remainder of that school year unless a change of residency is
decreed by the court.

§127-2-8. Adoption/Guardianship.

8.1. A student shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics only if (1) residing
with one or both of the parents; (2) residing with a testamentary guardian following the death of the
parents; or (3) residing in a location where the student was placed by the West Virginia Department
of Health and Human Resources pursuant to WVSSAC Rule 127-2-7.1.4.

8.2. The residence of a testamentary guardian shall constitute the residence of the ward
when, and only when, (1) such testamentary gnardian has been duly appointed by the last will and
testament of the student’s last surviving parent; (2) said testamentary guardian has duly qualified as
such before the proper tribunal in West Virginia; and (3) the student is actually residing in the
household of the testamentary guardian at the time of the student’s sport participation.

8.3. Notwithstanding any other provision of the WVSSAC rules and regulations, any student
residing with a guardian/custodian other than a testamentary guardian may not compete for a school

9
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in any sport on the varsity level but may compete at the junior varsity level.

8.4. Notwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and regulations, legal
guardian/custodian may not be changed for athletic reasons. A transfer for athletic reasons is defined
as, but not limited to:

8.4.1. Seeking a superior athletic team;
8.4.2. Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability;

8.4.3. Seeking relief from conflict with the philosophy or action of an administrator,
teacher or coach relating to athletics;

8.4.4. Secking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous school.
§127-2-9. Undue Influence - Recruiting,

9.1. The use of influence by a person or group connected or not connected with the school
to secute or retain a student for athletic participation is not permitted and may cause the student to
be ineligible and may cause certain sanctions to be placed against the member school.

9.2. An employee of the school system shall not initiate any communication regarding
athletic participation or enrollment with a student, parent of a student, guardian or family member,
in person or through a third party prior to enrollment. This does not include the introduction of
athletic programs to students at feeder schools during a school’s scheduling process.

9.3. A student, parent of a student, or guardian shall not be offered for the purpose of
encouraging enrollment in a school or participation in an athletic program any inducement, such as
free tuition, jobs, supplies, uniforms, other than that which is provided for all students.

§127-2-10. Non-school Participation.

10.1. During the school year and while a member of a school team, a student shall neither
participate on any formally organized non-school team in the same sport, nor shall the student
compete as an individual unattached in non-school formally organized competition in the same sport.
The following sports are exempted from the provisions of this rule: cheerleading, cross country,
golf, swimming, tennis, track, and wrestling, providing:

10.1.1. participation is approved by the student’s principal.

10.1.2. the student misses no school-sponsored athletic contest involving a team in that
sport.

10
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10.2. A student may participate as a member of a national team (and the actual, direct tryouts
thereof) which is defined as:

10.2.1. one selected by the national governing body of the sport,

10.2.2. while representing the National Federation in an International Schoolsport
Federation, or

10.2.3. as a representative of the United States in recognized national or international
cvents.

10.3. A student who has participated on a non-school team or as an individual unattached
in non-school formally organized competition after the beginning practice date of that sport will be
ineligible for participation on that school team for that season in that particular sport except as
provided by Rules §127-2-10.1 and 10.2.

§127-2-11. Amateur.

11.1. A student who represents a school in an interscholastic sport shall be an amateur in that
sport. An amateur athlete is one who engages in athletic competition solely for the physical, mental,
social, and pleasure benefits derived therefrom. An athlete forfeits amateur status in a sport by:

11.1.1. competing for money or other monetary compensation (allowable travel, meals
and lodging expenses may be accepted);

11.1.2. receiving any award or prize of monetary value which has not been approved by
the WVSSAC;

11.1.3. capitalizing on athletic fame by receiving money or gifts of monetary value
(scholarships to institutions of higher learning are specifically exempted);

11.1.4. signing a professional playing contract in that sport.

11.2. Accepting a nominal, standard fee or salary for instructing, supervising or officiating
in organized youth sports program or recreation, playground or camp activities shall not jeopardize
amateur status. “Organized youth sports program” includes both school and non-school programs.
Compensation for giving private lessons is permissible if approved by the WVSSAC.

11.3. A student who loses amateur status may apply to the WVSSAC for reinstatement in
the interscholastic program after a waiting period of one complete high school season (starting
practice date to through state tournament or end of season) for that sport.

11
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11.4. A senior student may participate in a professional tryout either during or after the
season of that sport provided

11.4.1. that it does not occur on the day of a school contest of that sport, or
11.4.2. that it meets with the principal’s approval.
§127-2-12. Participation as an Ineligible.
12.1. Any student who participates in an interscholastic athletic contest as an ineligible,

either knowingly or inadvertently, shall be ineligible for a period not to exceed 365 days as
determined by the Executive Director.

§127-2-13. Practice.

13.1. Only students enrolled in the specific member school are allowed to participate in that
school’s practices. Exceptions - Rule 127-2-3.2 and 127-2-3.5.

13.2. The frequency and length of practice is at the discretion of each member school.

13.3. Member schools of the WVSSAC may practice on any day of the year with the
exception of Sunday practice. Rule 127-3-14.2 further clarifies Sunday practice.

13.4. Individual players of a team must have practiced
13.4.1. on 7 SEPARATE days before participating in an interscholastic scrimmage.

13.4.2. on 14 SEPARATE days, exclusive of the day of a contest, before participating
in an interscholastic contest. The following sport(s) is exempted from the provisions of this rule:
golf.

13.5. A student shall not be permitted to engage in interscholastic practice until that student
has filed with the principal a completed Athletic Participation/Parental Consent/Physician’s
Certificate Form. Rule 127-3-3 further explains this required form.

13.6. A student academically ineligible may begin practicing 15 school days immediately
prior to the date of regaining full eligibility.

13.7. If a student has established eligibility in a sport requiring 14 separate days of practice
and is continuing to participate in that sport or no school days have lapsed from one sport to another
sport in a same season, the student may participate in another sport of the season after completing
seven separate days of sport specific practice in the second sport.

12
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13.8. Students participating in a sport(s) in one season must have practiced 14 separate days,
exclusive of the day of a contest, to be eligible to participate in a sport in the next season with the
following exception: the student has continued to practice or participate in tournament play without
an interruption of school days. The student must complete seven separate days of sport specific

practice in the second sport.

13
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APPENDIX

§126-26-1 et seq., West Virginia Board of Education
Policy 2436.10, “Participation in Extracurricular Activities”

14




126CSR26

TITLE 126
LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

SERIES 26
PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (2436.10)

§126-26-1. General.

I.1. Scope -- These legislative rules
establish academic eligibility of students to
participate in extracurricular activities both during
and after normal school hours in the public
schools of the State.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Code §18-2-5.
1.3, Filing Date. -- August 10, 1984,
1.4. Effective Date. — September 10, 1984.

1.5. Repeal of Former Rule. -- None. This
is a revision.

§126-26-2. Applicability.

This policy applies only to nonacademic
extracurricular activities, such as interscholastic
athletics, cheerleading, student government, class
officers, and clubs which are not closely
related to identifiable programs/areas of study,
in grades 7-12. Excluded from this policy are
extracurricular activities which are closely related
to identifiable academic programs/areas of study
and which serve to complement academic
curricular activities such as vocational, linguistic,
mathematic, scientific, forensic, theatrical,
musical, journalistic and other similar academic
extracurricular activities.

§126-26-3. Eligibility.
In order to participate in the extracurricular

activities to which this policy applies, a student
must:

3.1. Maintain a 2.0 average.

a. A 2.0 average is defined as a grade-
point average (CPA) of 2.0 or better on a scale
where an “A” mark earns 4 points, a "B" is
awarded 3 points, a “C" is worth 2 points, a "D" is
given a value of 1 point, and an "F" is worth C
points.

b. For purposes of achieving the clearest
and most uniform application of the policy for
those schools which use a numerical grading
system, all numerical grades shall be converted to
the corresponding letter grade. Each letter grade
shall be assigned the appropriate value as set forth
above, and the average thereof computed to
determine whether the student is eligible, No
enhanced value should be given for a "plus” or
"minus"” designation, such as "B+” or "C-"; all
grades with the same letter designation have the
same numerical value in the 4.0 scale.

c. In computing a student’s "grade-point
average” (CPA) for purposes of this policy, all
subjects undertaken by the student and for which
a final grade is recorded are to be considered.
Athletic and cheerleading practice may not be
counted as a subject. The total number of classes
taken is divided into the total number of "grade
points” earned to determine the CPA. Classes for
which a pass/fail is awarded will be included in
computing the CPA only if the student failed the
class.

d. The student's eligibility will be
determined for each semester by his or her CPA
the previous semester.

e. If a student does not maintain a 2.0
average for the second semester, he or she will be
ineligible for participation in the second semester.
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f. If a student does mot maintain a 2.0
average for the second semester, he or she may
attend summer school to raise the CPA. For
purposes of computing the CPA after summer
school, all the student's grades from the second
semester plus his or her grade from the summer
school will be used to determine the CPA. This
provision is effective retroactively to the end of
the second semester of the 1983-84 school year,
so that work taken at an approved summer school
in 1984 may be used to determine a student's CPA
for the first semester of the 1984-85 school year.

g. Inthe case of handicapped students, if
grades are given, all grades received from
placements in regular classrooms and special
education classrooms should be included when
computing the CPA. Handicapped students
placed in ungraded programs will be eligible for
participation in extracurricular activities if their
records indicate that they are making satisfactory
progress in fleeting the objectives of their [EP.

h. A student who has not achieved a 2.0
CPA the previous semester may have his or her
eligibility reinstated at midsemester if the student
has attained at least a 2.0 CPA for the most recent
grading period the current semester and, in cases
where grades are not given at midsemester, is
continuing to maintain a 2.0 CPA at midsemester.

and

3.2.  Meet State and local attendance
requirements.

a. Students must meet the attendance
requirement in Graduation Requirements for West
Virginia Public Schools: Adolescent Education
(Grades 9-12) of a full day for students in the first
three (3) years of grades 9-12 and at least four (4)
¢lass periods in the fourth year of grades 9-12,

b. Students must meet the attendance
requirements of local boards of education,




FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET

{(submit 4 copies)

HD NO. DRAFT NO. BILL NO. RESOLUTION NO.

SUBJECT WV Secondary School Activities Commission FUND
SOURCE OF REVENUE: ﬂ GENERALFUND [J SPECIAL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

COST ESTIMATE BASED ON: (4 AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE (J BUDGET BILL (J OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: i AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE 0 BUDGETBILL O OTHER (SPECIFY)

EHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT IN ITEMS 1 AND 2, AND GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAKDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG RANGE EFFECT IN ITEM 3.
ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL
INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
1. ESTIMATED TOTAL
COST $ 32,679 $ $ 59,847 $ 92,526 $
PERSONAL SERVICES 5 (1 a) 6,000 5 5 (1a) 10,000 $ (1 a) 16,000 5
CURRENT EXPENSES (1b) 2,520 (1b) 7,560 (16) 10,080
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS (1c) 1,500 (1c) 2,500 (lc) 4,000
EQUIPMENT (1d) 19,500 (1d))32,500 (1d)) 52,000
OTHER (23) $147 Cross Country (23) (447) 594)
1480 Swim (2,246) (3,726)
1532 Tennis (4,594) (6,126)
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL (16) (-2000.00)
REVENUES $ (23) $1,586.00 {16)2,000.00 || $ (16)2,000.00 $ (23)1,586.00 $ 0

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECTY:

Continued on Attached Page

ot

4{22/02 WYV Secondary School Activities Commission

DATE AGENCY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE




FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET - CONTINUED

Proposal 1

a. If the number of administrative districts is raised from five to eight, the amount of annual student scholar-
ships of $1,000 each would increase from $10,000 to $16,000.

b. If the number of administrative districts is raised from five to eight, three additional representatives would
need to be added to each of the fourteen Sport Coaches’ Committees. Currently, gach representative’s
expenses are approximately $60.00 annually. The increase of 42 more representatives would be an addi-
tional expense of $2,520.00.

c. If the number of administrative districts is increased, the number of Board of Appeals members would
increase from five to eight. There would be an increase of $1500 in personal services due fo a $500
honorarium received by each member.

d. The current expense for each Board member is $6,500 annually. The additional three members would
result in an increase expense of $19,500.

Proposal 23

Additional classes would require more days of tournarment play which would increase expenses and possi-
bly decrease instructional time. Possible increased revenue could result in wrestling ($936) and soccer
($650). However, the sports which have shown losses may have increased losses due to additional days of
tournament play (cross country - $147; swim - $1480; tennis - $1582).

SPECIFIC AMOUNTS OF INCREASE OR DECREASE FOR ALL PROPOSALS ARE EX-
PLAINED ON THE FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET.




MAY 3 2002

Regional Education Service Agency IV

404 Old Main Drive » UULQ/

Summersville, WV 26651 ﬁ\( ’
Braxton (304) 872-6440 o : ‘
Fayette (FAX) 872-6442 L”J .
Greenbrier
Nicholas
Pocahontas ELMER L. PRITT
Webster Executive Director

April 26, 2002

Dr. David Stewart

West Virginia Superintendent of Schools
West Virginia Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Dear Dr. Stewart:

Re: Proposed SSAC Rule Dealing with Summer Athletic Activities

At our Wednesday, April 24, 2002, Board of Directors meeting, discussion
took place concerning proposed policy revision permitting student participation in
summer activities related to athletics. The Board of Directors unanimously directed
me to convey to you their desire to expressly prohibit allowing more involvement
between coaches and student athletes during the summer session. They feel very
strongly that present guidelines are adequate and that further expansion of summer
activities would be detrimental to the students. The RESA IV Board of Directors
unanimously supports last year’s limiting out-of-season practice.

Sincerely yours,

D Ao F f Ll

Elmer L. Pritt
Executive Director

ELP/cmp




the AMERICAN LEGION

Parkersburg Post 15, 2505 Ohio Avenue, P.O. Box 724, Parkersburg, WV 26102
23 May 2002

Mr. G. A. McClung, Asst. Superintendent
WYV Department of Education Ma
Charleston, WV. 25305 AY 2 & 2002

Re: Proposed 21 Day Rule.
Dear Superintendent McClung,

On behalf of the American Legion Parkersburg Post 15 permit me to register a negative
viewpoint regarding the proposed 21 day rule now being considered by the State Board of
Education. I respectfully request the board vote against this proposal.

This proposal, if passed, will be very detrimental to the summer baseball program known as
American Legion baseball. Here's why, legion baseball can not start each year until the high
school teams have completed their seasons, This means in early June. If the high school coaches
are allowed, as now proposed, to practice 21 day's in June, this means most legion teams can not
start until that 21 day period has been completed.

In WV most of our athletes play multiple sports, basically football and basketball. I know in the
case of Parkersburg Post 15, if this rule was effective at this time we could not have a team until
July because our team is made up of the football, basketball and baseball players.

1 also see this proposal as being most unfair to the multi-talented athlete, if the boy excels in
both football and basketball, as most do, he will be under extreme pressure from both the
football and basketball coaches to participate in their particular sport. One might argue that is
not a problem as the coaches will have to share the boy equally. We all know that this will not
fly as each coach will look the boy in the eye and simply tell him if he wishes to play his sport he
should choose to show up for his 21 day sessions. The proposal also says this a voluntary
program. Oh yes, we can say that, but we know what the coaches say, be there or else. It's not
fair to put the boy in this position. I view this proposal as real trouble for the schools athlete
directors to settle coaches complaints against each other.

Please weigh this proposal carefully and do what is best for the athiete keeping in mind the
negative aspects as it effects American Legion baseball.

Most sincerely,

R.T. Cunningham
Athletic Officer, Post 15
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TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may attach additional sheets if necessary.

individual/Organization: Wheeling Park High School = Dick Del

Title: Asst, Principal/Athletic Director

Street Address; _ 1976 Park View Rd. | City/State/Zip__Wheeling. WV 26003
Comments/Suggestions

§127-2-2. Waivers.

§127-2-3. Enroliment and Team Membership.

§127-2-5. Semester and Season.

§127-2-6. Scholarship.

§127-2-7. Residence - Transfer.




§127-3 - Provisions Governing Contests.
Comment Response Form
Page Three

§127-3-20. Basketball (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-21. Cheerleading.

§127-3-22. Cross Country (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-23. Football.

§127-3-24. Golf (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-25. Soccer (Boys and Girls).

Schools who play in large conferences will be effected most by this change. In our
conference, we could play four games. This would reduce our scheduled games to
gixteen. It alsc presents a problem for scheduling.

§127-3-26. Softball.

§127-3-27. Swimming (Boys and Giris).
§127-3-28. Ter]nis (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-29. Track and Field (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-30. Volleyball (Girls).




- JUN -3 2002
§127-3 - Provisions Governing Contests.
Comment Response Form l/3// fjﬁﬂﬁé
Page Three
§127-3-20. Basketball (Boys and Girls).
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§127-3-23. Football.
§127-3-24. Golf (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-25. Soccer (Boys and Girls).
Li§127-3-26. Softball

§127-3-27. Swimming (Boys and Girls).
§127-3-28. Teqnis (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-29. Track and Field (Boys and Girls).

§127-3-30. Volleyball {Girls).
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TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commentmg You may attach addmonal sheets if necessary.

’ ‘l F - » - ~
eividus Fgan[zatlon: s 22 Ltrm n'.u/, /,.« /// ' /u.«/ - '
- A 4 g
Title: Lervnm (Apel? LA UAANIELX '
Street Address: /4 Y21 X9 1/ 7. Csty/State/Z:pw h//
2—(9/75

Comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Principal.
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parental Permission.
§127-3-4. All Star Participation.

§127-3-5. Awards.

§127-3-6. Coaches. 7 7, WM/ /a,/
Slrgis i c,&,:é’ %AW””

§127-3-7. Out- of Season Co /lzrlif s MW.,LJ/ Mf X__J
Md

2L e
rm— /
§127-3-8. Forfeit ana Restitutlon.

§127-3-9. Game Officials (Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders).




§127-3 - Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form
Page Two ' :

§127-3-10. CIassfcat;on | | / é
§1273 -11. Exehange of Ellglb!llty Certlfcates |
: ‘,§‘]‘2?_."-\3-12. Legal Opponents.
§127-3-13. Contracts.
§127-3-14. Sunday Contests.
§127-3-15. Sports Rules - Game Protests,
§127-3-16. Sanctioning and Travel.

§127-3-17. WssAC-Tournaments. :

§127-3-18.‘ .Season.Reg'ulatgons.

v gl

§127-3-18. Baseball.




TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISS!ON
Constitution
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may aftach addmonal sheets if necessary.
Individual/Organization:

Title: Q-WWWLM W ‘ W—QA

Street Address (993 S—«fﬁz}ﬂ.@@ Clty!State!ZmM_‘p/é' o/’

2/ 7%

Comments/Suggestions

§127-1-2. Name.

§127-1-3. Goals.

§127-1-4. Members ip. i ,
Z;? el s < 4,

§127-1-5. Admln stratlon '

- — - Zé "
§127-1-6. Officers and Duties. W"‘ﬁa’w on
o bomsl-

§127-1-7. Meetings.

§127-1-8. Board of Directors.

§127-1-9. Funds.
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TITLE 127 . .
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMiISSION
Provisions Governing Contests
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may attach additional sheets if necessary.
Individual/Organization: _#/{es Oshovre '/ﬂycq ,L/,‘ql-,

Tite: Athletic [irector / Epsketball Coach

Street Address: £h 2 8e¥ 35U City/State/Zip_AocR, WV 25157

Comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Principal.
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parental Permission.
§127-3-4. All Star Participation.

§127-3-5. Awards.

§127-3-6. Coaches.

§127-3-7. Out-of-Season Coaching. — A& QW?’“G’F

§127-3-8. Forfeit and Restitution.

§127-3-9. Game Officials (Does Not Apply to Cheerieaders).




Proposal 17 127-3-7 Out of season coaching

While this proposal is a step in the right direction, it possibly could cause
more problems within each school. The possible problems will be caused due to the
restrictive nature of the propesal. Allowing such a short window of time, 3 weeks,
will cause problems for administrators, coaches, and athletes. If an athlete is a
multi-sport athlete and coaches from a variety of sports are vying for his /her time
during this time which sport will he or she choose? This situation will cause
principals to place rigid time lines for sports and actually coaches and athletes will
not have the 3 week time period, they will be able to work with the athlete maybe
one week. This could cause friction between coaches, coaches and principals, and
athlete and coach.

A more sensible approach would be to let a coach work with his athlete(s)
anytime in the off season. There will be a need for regulations, so those multi-sport
athletes will have the opportunity to participate in other sports and not be pressured
to specialize in one sport. The following rules could allow this to happen:

1. A coach can work with up to 4 athletes at a time. Most coaches do not want to
practice their TEAMS, but they do want to work individually with their athletes.
For example, a football coach could work with his quarterback and receivers on
passing and catching techniques. A basketball coach could work with his players
on shooting techniques. This would give each coach an opportunity to work with
players to help them develop better skills individually. After all, this is what we
are trying to achieve. We want to allow our athletes the opportunity to improve
individually.

2. To protect the multi sport athlete the months of August, mid-November to mid-
December, and March will be dead months. This is the time that sports are
beginning and coaches who are not coaching athletes will not be allowed contact
with them. For example, in August, football, volleyball, cheerleading, soccer,
golf, and cross-country begin. So, only those coaches will be allowed contact with
athletes. Basketball, wrestling, track, baseball, softball, and tennis coaches would
be dead or would not be allowed to work with their athletes. Once September 1
comes, any athlete not participating in an August sport could receive instruction
and individual attention by their coaches.

3. During the summer a coach can coach his/her team in summer leagues. This
would allow coaches to work with their teams and take away the AAU element,
especially in basketball. Football coaches could work with teams in 7 on 7
passing leagues.

4. A coach can attend one team camp with his/her team.

Waest Virginia is far behind other states in allowing good, qualified coaches to work
with the student-athletes. We need to give our athletes the same opportunity that
other states give to their athletes to be the best they can be. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Allen Osborne




G. A McCIung

From: Marcia Ritchie [mritchie@citynet.net]
Sent: Monday, May 27, 2002 11:.00 AM
To: gmcclung@access.k12.wv.us'
Subject: Comment Response

Individual/Organization. Marcia Ritchie -Middle School Soccer Coach
101 2nd Avenue, Murraysville, WV 26164

Comments/ Suggestions:

in regard to WVSSAC Rules 127-2.4.2 and 127-2-4,2. Students at the junior
high and middle school level who exceed the age limit should not be given
special treatment. Having taught in the middle school, | have seen the
immaturity level exhibited by these students. Age does not determine
maturity. There are plenty of students in high school . School/coaches
should not rush kids.

In regard to WVYSSAC Rules that govern. organized out -of-season practice and
related activities during Weeks 50,51, and 52 of the calendar.

Being a parent of 3 studenis (middie /high schoof) and a middie school
coach, | do not agree in allowing the coaches to start practices earlier
than required.

It is hard on the student to make every practice , let alone out-of-season
practices that coaches WILL require of them. There are coaches that will
"weed out" students if they are unable or choose family vacations or other
activities rather than practices . { do not see this as being beneficial to
the students/family. That's what school sports are meant for-the children.

Schools and sports coaches are forcing children to pick one or 2 sports
or activities earfier and earlier..then get burnt out in high school, Ages

11-14 are optimum leamning ages for sports in the development of a child.

Coaches are becoming tco demanding and unaccommodating.

We need to develop better coaches .Not allow them fo monopolize or
waste time with longer and more unscheduled practices.

Speaking as a parent, coaches are turning kids off with their lack of
consistency/direction and vision for their teams.

Thank you ,

Marcia Ritchie




-MAY 3 x 0.2002°

TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Provisions Governing Contests
- Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may attagh additional sheets jf neces
—frdividuat/Organizgtion: /g/?m// /// 27122 Zét/ / %CM/‘K% A/é%/ //w f
Title: E % £ /é’/ @//’ﬂ,ﬂﬂj’ﬂﬂ _ 4 | | o
Street Address Zéi ngéfz Q:QMZ% City/StatefZip%iZé (%@%): &/ |
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Comments/Suggestions

§127-3-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Principal.
§127-3-3. Physical Examination - Parenta! Permission.
§127-3-4. All Star Participation,

§127-3-5. Awards,

i d Chage— e 5

§127-3-7. Out-of-Season,Coaching.
L e ﬂ m[ Coneey [W LV /zgf%)gc
§127-3-8. Forfeit and Restitution. /}’”ﬁ/ﬁﬁﬁé /7 4 c/ grs

[ Wse (ee Mz/ﬁﬂw/)

§127-3-9. Game Officials (Does Not Apply to Cheerleaders).




Home of the Fightin', Bitin', Bulldogs

Phone: 304-335-4824 /4575 /4345 (Main Office) P.O. Box 68
304-335-4427 (Athletic Director) Mill Creek, WV 26280
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May 22, 2002

G.A. McClung, Assistant Superintendent
WYV Dept. of Education

Building 6, Room 318 State Capitol Complex
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, WV 25305-9969

Dear Mr. McClung: Ve \ v

I am writing in reference to Proposals #17 & #18 in retgﬁ to the proposed changes in the
WVSSAC Rules and Regulations Handbook. Ihave 25 years of coaching experience, 20 of

which I have been and am currently a head varsity boys bﬁaketball coach. Ihave just completed
my 3" year of being the Athletic Director at TVHS.

The people who support these proposals will say that it will allow our athletes a chance to
improve themselves during this 3 week period. In reality, the coaches are more concerned with
building team concepts and running team plays than they are with individual progress. These 2
proposals will cause a great amount of stress and discord between coaches of multi-sport athletes

as someone will have to decide with which team the athlete will spend either all or the majority
of the limited available time.

If the proponents of these proposals are éy concerned about the individual athlete, then let’s
have a rule that allows the coach to work enly with small groups (3 or less) or just single
individuals during the off season whenever the opportunity presents itself. Rather than
scheduling the entire team for practices over a concentrated 3 week period, the small group
settings would allow more flexibility for the individual athiete and the families involved. Our
goals should be for more improvement for the individual athlete rather than improving the teams.

Please see fit to defeat Proposals #17 & #18.

Sipcerely, 14!

Codch T amsl
Athletic Director

Head Boys Varsity Basketball Coach
TVHS




