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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

POLICY NUMBER AND TITLE: Policy
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Proposed Changes in Rules and Regulations

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ENDS: June3.2002 ADOPTED:

BACKGROUND

The majority of public and most private schools in West Virginia belong to the West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission. Each year, the principals of member schools submit revisions to the rules
and regulations. The submitted proposals are presented and voted upon at the annual Board of Control
meeting. Any approved changes are then submitted to the West Virginia State Board of Education for its
review and approval.

PURPOSE

These amendments are brought forth to keep the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
current and updated on changes, trends and issues in the band and athletic programs.

These proposals were distributed for public comment in May and June. The West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission will present to the Board the comments received for its review at the June
meeting.

The West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission staff, Constitution and Bylaws Committee,
and Board of Control respectfully request that the proposed rule changes to the West Virginia Secondary

School Activities Commission Rules and Regulations Handbook be approved.
CONTENT

Thirty-seven proposals are being submitted to the State Board by the West Virginia Secondary School
Activities Commission. Each rule change is presented with the whole rule being included. This will help
the State Board members understand the significance of the rule change.

The following is a brief summary of the effect of each proposak:

1. Changes the number of administrative districts from five to eight. (Vote: Yes-86 No-0)

2. Changes procedure for determining administrative district boundaries from Board of Appeals to Board
of Control approval. (Vote: Yes-87 No-0)

3. Clarifies number of terms an alternate Board of Appeals member may serve. (Vote: Yes-84 No-0)

Changes the title of Board of Appeals to Board of Directors to be consistent with National Federation
state associations. (Vote: Yes-88 No-0)

5, Changes the title of Executive Secretary to Executive Director to be consistent with National Federa-
tion state associations. (Vote: Yes-88 No-0)

6.  Specifies reasonable courses for termination of the Executive Director contract. (Vote: Yes-92 No-
0)




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21,
22.

23.
24,

25,
26.
27,
28.

Specifies that the Executive Director will evaluate staff and make recommendations for employment.
(Vote: Yes-91 No-0)

Permits an exception to WVSSAC Rules 127-2-4.2 and 127-2-4.3 to allow students at the junior high
and middle school level who exceed the age limit to participate at the high school level. (Vote: Yes-
74 No-16)

Permits sixth grade students in K-6 elementary feeder schools to participate on the middle school/
junior high team. (Vote: Yes-69 No-15)

Prohibits a student from participating in more than four seasons in any one sport in grades 9-12.
(Vote: Yes-90 No-0)

Defines courses allowed to fulfill the rule requiring two subjects. (Vote: Yes-87 No-0)

Changes the Scholarship Rule to allow two full credit subjects from any area of the curriculum rather
than requiring English, Language Arts, Social Studies, Mathematics, and Science. (Vote: Yes-83
No-4)

Eliminates the requirement for nine months of residence for a bona fide change of residency. (Vote:
Yes-88 No-1)

Defines eligibility for students whose parents are divorced or legally separated. (Vote: Yes-89 No-
0)

Establishes eligibility if student changes residence after establishing initial residency. (Vote: Yes-
86 No-0)

Allows coaches and athletic directors to receive lifetime WVSSAC Courtesy and Identification Card
prior to retirement. (Vote: Yes-89 No-0)

Permits school organized out-of-season practice and related activities during Weeks 50, 51, and 52 of
the National Federation Standardized Calendar. (Vote: Yes-50 No-34)

Allows coaches or principal designees to attend summer camp during Weeks 50, 51, and 52 of the
National Federation Standardized Calendar. (Vote: Yes-43 No-31)

Establishes consequences if an athlete or team leaves the playing area in protest prior to the end of a
contest. (Vote: Yes-87 No-0)

Recommends use of contest contracts between officials and schools. (Vote: Yes-84 No-4)
Changes classification enroliment figures from 10-11-12 to 9-10-11. (Vote: Yes-76 No-8)

Changes classification from two years to four years unless a 20% change in enrollment occurs. (Vote:
Yes-70 No-15)

Requires a three class tournament structure in all sports. (Vote: Yes-80 No-2)

Eliminates the stipulation that member schools may only play other member schools. {Vote: Yes-75
No-6)

Eliminates contests or practices which involve alumni participants. (Vote: Yes-75 No-6)
Prohibits protests of a contest or ejection. (Vote: Yes-77 No-6)

Eliminates protest rules because they are already in a preceding rule. (Vote: Yes-88 No-0)
Establishes a comment procedure for member schools for tournament alignment. (Vote: Yes-84
No-4)

Increases the length of the cross country season by an earlier start date. {(Vote: Yes-78 No-3)
Establishes 16 meets as the maximum team contests for cross country. (Vote: Yes-85 No-2)
Provides an overtime procedure for junior high/middle school football. (Vote: Yes-78 No-11)
Establishes a two week earlier start for the golf season. (Vote: Yes-79 No-8)

Changes the maximum team contests for soccer from 19 to 20. (Vote: Yes-72 No-10)




34. Allows softball teams to play 31 games if participating in a conference tournament or a tournament
with four teams. (Vote: Yes-79 No-0)

35. Increases the maximum team contests for volleyball to 23 if participating in a tournament. (Vote:
Yes-78 No-0)

36. Increases the maximum team contests allowed in wrestling from 16 to 18 matches. (Vote: Yes-85
No-0)

37. Establishes consequences for individuals found guilty of assault or battery of an official, administra-
tor, coach or player. (Vote: Yes-90 No-0)

IMPACT
Instruction

None

Leadership
Proposal 2 would change authority to determine administrative districts from the Board of
Appeals to the Board of Control.

Proposal 3 establishes the allowed number of terms for an appointed Board of Appeals mem-
ber.

Proposal 7 would require the Board of Appeals to follow contract termination similar to county
boards of education.

Financia
Proposal 1 would result in an increased expense of $20,520.00.

Proposal 16 Gate receipts at regional basketball, football playoff games, and state tournaments
would decrease by approximately $2,000.

Proposal 23 would result in an increase expense in the sports of cross country, swimming, and
tennis. Increased revenue could be received in the sports of wrestling and soccer.

SPECIFIC AMOUNT OF INCREASE FOR ALL PROPOSALS ARE EXPLAINED ON
THE FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET.

Administrative

Proposal 17 would require administrative decisions on scheduling activities and administrative
supervision during the last three weeks of June. However, it would allow qualified coaches to
have additional time to develop students’ skills.

Proposal 28 would provide more involvement by principals.

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS, PRINCIPALS, AND COUNTY SUPERINTEN-
DENTS WILL NEED TO BE AWARE OF THE CHANGES IN ORDER TO ADMINIS-
TER THEIR SCHOOL PROGRAMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CURRENT
RULES. THERE IS NO MAJOR CHANGE THAT WOULD IMPACT ADMINISTRA-
TION NEGATIVELY.
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§127-2-1 General. Stuni.nn ¥ 08 STATE

1.1 Scope - These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to participate in
interscholastic athletics.

1.2  Authority - WV Code §18-2-25
1.3  Filing Date -

1.4  Effective Date - July 1, 1987

§127-2-2 Note.

2.1 The Board of Directors is authorized to grant exceptions to a rule when it determines the rule fails
to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended or when the rule works extreme and undue hardship
upon the student.

2.2 Speculative loss of college scholarship is not considered a basis for aranting exceptions to these
rules.

§127-2-3 Enrollment and Team Membership.




3.1 To be eligible for participation in interscholastic athletics, a student must be enrolled full-time in
amember school as described in Rule 127-2-6 on or before the eleventh instructional day of the school
year. Enrollment must be continuous after the student has officially enrolled in the school.

3.2 Students can participate only in schools in which they are enrolied; however, an exception may
be granted by the Board of Directors as follows:

(a) if a feeder school does not afford students the opportunity to participate and they are
otherwise eligible.

(b) anexceptionwouldbegranted for students from the WV Schools for the Deaf and the Blind

to participate at Hampshire High School or Romney Middie School (only in sports not available
at WVSD&B).

(c)  if member schools containing grades 6 and/or 7 and/or 8 and/or 9 may combine students
from two or more schools within the county to form one interscholastic team in a sport. Requests
for permission to combine students from two or more schools in the same non-public or public
school system must be submitted annually to the WVSSAC in writing by the superintendent of the
non-public or public school system. Schools which are combining to form one team must be
feeder schools for the same high school and at least one school does not have sufficient numbers
for a team. |If more than two schools are involved, principals are to evaluate the number of
available participants in each school and shall combine schools to provide as many teams that
sufficient numbers will allow. Sufficient numbers will be defined as the number of a starting line-
up plus 50% (for odd number line-ups, round up).

(d) __Students enrolled in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high school may participate
on the high school team. Also, ninth graders of a feeder school may participate on their high
school team and sixth grade students of a K-6 elementary feeder school may participate on their
junior high team if granted permission by the county board of education or governing body of a
private/parochial school and the school principals involved. Once a ninth grade student becomes
a_ member of the high school team said student will be ineligible for the junior high team in that
sport

(e)  students at a junior high or middle feeder school who are not provided the opportunity to
participate because of age may move up to their high school if granted permission by the county
board of education or governing body of a private/parochial school and the school principals

involved.

the

dates of regaining full eligibility provided all other eligibility requirements are met.

3.4  Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for junior high

participation:
Junior High Schools High Schools Middle Schools
Grades 7 and 8 7,8 and 9 (six year school) B, 7, 8 (3-year or 4-year school)
Grades 7, 8 and 9 8 and 9 (five year school)

Grades 8 and 9 9 (four year school)




Sixth grade students may be eligible to participate in interscholastic sport teams except football in the
middle school in which they are enrolled.

3.65 Students who are enrolled in a grade below the ninth are not eligible for a high school team, and
students enrolled in a grade below the seventh will not be eligible for a junior high team. Students
enrolled in a grade below the sixth will not be eligible for a middle school team.

3.76 Senior students will be eligible for spring sports until the close of the school's season.

3.87 Schools may sponsor separate teams for members of each sex where selection for such teams
is based upon competitive skill. If a school sponsors a team in a particular sport for members of one
sex but sponsors no such team for members of the other sex, and athletic opportunities for members
of that sex previously have been limited, members of the excluded sex must be allowed to try out for
the team offered. For example, because overall athletic opportunities for females have previously been
limited, females will be allowed to try out for baseball, but males will not be allowed to try out for
volleyball or softball.

3.88 Students enrolled at WV School for the Deaf will be allowed fo participate in sports at the WV
School for the Blind. Reeiproeatbeing Students from the WV School for the Blind will be allowed to

aiso pamCIpate in sports at the WV School for the Deaf Hs—adepﬁeﬁ-weuh-ﬁe{—be—hﬁﬁefed—feﬁﬂﬁe

§127-2-4 Age.

4.1 A student in high school who becomes 19 and a student in junior high school who becomes 16
before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition.

4.2 A student in high school who becomes 19 and a student in junior high school who becomes 16
on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for the entire year.

4.3 A student in a middle school (eighth grade being the highest grade) who becomes 15 before
August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition at that level.

4.4 A student in a middie school (eighth grade being the highest grade) who becomes 15 on or after
August 1 shall remain eligible for the entire school year at that level.

§127-2-5 Semester and Season.

5.1 Astudent may have the privilege to participate in the interscholastic program for four consecutive
years (eight consecutive semesters or equivalent) after entering the ninth grade of a four-year high
school or the ninth grade in a 7-8 junior high school.




9.32 A student shall not participate for more than two seasons while in grades 7-8 of a junior high/high
school or no more than three seasons while in grades 6-7-8 of a middle school in any interscholastic
activity.

543 Students retained without failing.

(a) Loss ofeligibility. A studentheld back in the sixth, seventh or eighth grade without failing
shall lose one of his_the four years of high school eligibility for each year-he the student is held
back.

(b)  Loss of fourth year. A student held back one year in the seventh or eighth grade without
failing shall lose his the fourth year of eligibility after entering the ninth grade.

(c)  Loss of third and fourth years. A student held back for two years in the seventh or eighth
grade without failing shall lose both his_the third and fourth years of eligibility after entering the
ninth grade.

5.564 Tendays of attendance or enroliment shall constitute a semester. Said ten days includes the day
of enroliment, the last day of attendance and the elapsed time between, provided that they are days

when school was actually in session. Seheolrecords-may-berequested-for-verification.

2.65 The number of semesters of athletic eligibility of a student is determined by semesters of
enrollment and attendance and not by semesters of participation. (This applies for students in grades
9-12 only).

2.76 A student whose eligibility expires with the end of a semester shall not become ineligible until
report cards are issued or five school days into the next semester, whichever is less. The student will
be considered eligible any days between the two semesters.

5.87 Any part of a contest or interscholastic event in which a student competes shall be counted as a
season for that sport in grades 6-12 and a semester of participation in grades 9-12.

2.98 The Board of Appesals Directors is authorized to grant exceptions to the Semester and Season
Rule when it feels the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended and when the rule
works extreme and undue hardship upon the student. Exceptions may be granted in the following
circumstances:

(a)  The Board is authorized to consider enty-these cases in which a student entering high
school (explained in Rules 5.1 and-5:2) and did not stay in continuous enrollment because of
personal illness or no school was available or because of other undue hardship reasons
ascertained through investigation.

(b)  The Board may provide release from the continuous enrollment restriction provided no
participation had occurred during the semester(s) in question.

te-evade—t-he—aﬂe—by—eu-b%eﬁf-uge In ho event may a student be allowed to Dartlcmate in more than




four (4) seasons in any one sport in grades 9-12.

5.9 The Board may aiso assess appropriate penalties to the student or to the school if said Board
determines through its investigation that said student or said school did try to evade the rule by

subterfuge.

§127-2-6 Scholarship.

6.1A student is required to do passing work in the equivalent of at least 20 periods (four subjects with
full credit toward graduation) per week. Failure to earn passing marks in four full credit subjects during
a semester shall render a student ineligible for the following semester.

she The student may select four full credlts from any area of the curriculum offered by the school
(c} If a student is taking a multiple period subject, such as block or vocational courses for a
full morning or afternoon, it may be counted as more than one subject. The number of subjects
counted will be equal to the units of full credits given; howeverpart{a)-above-must-also-be-met
(d) If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above:he-er
she the student may attend summer school and have-his-erher eligibility reinstated if the student
meets the standards at the conclusion of summer school.

(e) If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above, he-of
she the student may have his-erher eligibility reinstated at midsemester if the student is meeting
the standards at that time.

6.2 Note: Full credit is defined as one-half credit for a semester or 4050 minutes as taken from the
West Virginia Department of Education, “Graduation Requirements for West Virginia Public Schools:
Adolescent Education (Grades 9-12) (March 1982).”

6.3  Schools providing for planned programs of independent learning during the regular school term
may ret wish not to require all students to attend classes for 4050 minutes during a semester. In such
instances, full credit may be awarded for satisfactory performance provided that it meets standards
established by the county and West Virginia Department of Education.

6.4  Full credit may be awarded for subjects in addition to those offered by the school as well as
experimental programs developed by the school itself provided that it meets standards established by

the county and West Virginia Department of Education. Stueh-ereditmustbe-earned duringthereguiar
schoolterm.

6.5 in-erderforawithdrawn-studentan-expelied-student-or A student not attempting four (4) full

credit subjects during a semesterteregainetigibility; said-student must complete one semester of school
work to regain eligibility.

6.6  Any student who withdraws from school and does not re-enroll within 10 school days of that
withdrawal date will lose wisther eligibility for the remainder of that semester.

6.7  Credit deficiencies cannot be made up after the last day of the semester, except in a case where




a student whose final examinations and course credit are delayed due to illness which can be verified
by a physician.

6.8 inelteases, The official school transcript will be used to determine a student’s eligibility and will
be regarded as final.

6.9  On August 12, 1983, the State Board of Education adopted Policy #2436.10 (C-Rule). Students

must maintain a 2.0 average to participate in interscholastic athletics. -Be-sure-teread-this-petiey-for
detaits: (See Appendix)

§127-2-7 Residence-Transfer.

Philosophy:




Part A - Residence

751 Astudent shall be eligible in the zone in which his the student’s parents reside. Public secondary
school attendance zones shall be established by official action by each county Board of Education.
Zones of nonpublic member schools shall be established by their governing board and subject to
approval by Board of Appeals Directors.

7. 62 A student shall be ehglble-ﬁ—he is enrolllng to attend a member secondary school for the first time

: e oot in the zone in which his the parents
reS|de unIess ke the student has establlshed eligibility under Rute4242-F15-er Rule 127-2-7.2416 in
another attendance zone.

773 When a town or city is located in two counties and only one public secondary school is located
in the town or city, students living in the town or city may attend this secondary school if mutually agreed
upon by the two county Boards of Education and approved by the Board of Appests Directors.

7.84 A student frem-a-broken—heme who is in the care of the Department of Health and Human
Services of West Virginia shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics as a member of the
athletic teams of the high secondary school in the zone in which said Department of-Publie-Assistanee
Health and Human Serwces places hrm the student in a home, prowded ke the student is otherwise
eligible underk A R +Sehool-Acthv ; e

7.95 A student may be eligible outside his the specified zone of attendance if ke the student has been
in attendance in that zone the immediate preceding year (365 days) prior to entering a member
secondary school. There can be no change of residence involving change of attendance zone during
the immediate preceding year (365 days).

7486 (a) Should the parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone during the
school term, a student efary-grade may remain in the school zone from which his the parents moved




and retain eligibility.

(b) A student whose parents have resided in the school zone for a minimum of one academic
year at which the student has been in attendance for a minimum of one academic year and whose
parents move out of the school zone may:

1) Retain histher eligibility as long as said student retains enroliment and attendance
or:

2) Transfer at time of change of residence to the school in the attendance zone in
which histher the parents are now residing and be eligible in that school or:

3) Transfer at any time prior to the start of the next school year to the school in the
attendance zone in which his/her parents are residing and be eligible for interscholastic
activities at the receiving school.

7.4+2{ Foreign exchange students, attending a member school under the auspices of approved a CSIET
student exchange programs, shall be considered eligible regarding residence for a maximum period of
one calendar year. Said foreign exchange student may not be a graduate of the secondary school of
his the home country and must maintain eligibility in a member school. A foreign exchange program
must assign students to schools by a method which insures that no student, school, or other interested
party may influence the assignment for athletic purposes.

7.438 A student returning from an approved foreign exchange program may resume interscholastic
competition in a member school at the point of interruption provided the student did-retreceive—eredits
towerd-graduation does not fulfill graduation requirements while participating in the exchange program
and provided the student meets all requirements relative to age and semesters of eligibility.

Part B - Transfer

7449 A student becomes immediately eligible, providing he-is-etherwise—eligible all other eligibility
requirements are met, when parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone.
Determination of a bona fide change of residence depends upon the facts of each case. In order for a
change of residence to be considered bona fide atHeast the following faetsmustexist circumstances may
be considered but are not exclusive:

a. Was the origlnal reS|dence ﬁ’rusHee abandoned as—a—Fesﬁenee—that—ts—seﬂe}—-feﬁted—ef

b. Did the entire family must make the change and-take-with-them-the-heuseheld-goods-and

futniture-appropriate-to-the-cireumstanees of residence;
C. Is the change muet—be made W|th the :ntent ‘Eh&H‘HS to be permanent

d.
purpoeses: Does the famllv have more than one resrdence for e|!QIbI|ItV pruposes?
e. When parents are not legally separated and when they are residing in different places, the

reSIdence shall be conS|dered the reS|dence formerly used by both parents




gf. Undernoeireumstance Was the residence change be used or manipulated for the purpose
of gaining athletic eligibility?

74510 If a student transfers during the school year from a secondary school in one zone to a
secondary school in another zone, said student shall be ineligible for the remainder of that school year
unless the parents become residents of the distriet-zone to which the student transfers. Students
transferring out of attendance zone shall immediately forfeit eligibility in-theirheme the attendance zone
unless exempted by Rule 127-2-7.2416.

74611 Students who transfer during the school year to or from a member school shall be ineligible
for the remainder of that school year unless the parents move from one pubtie member school zone to

anotherpubhe member schoof zone in conjunctaon W|th transfer of schools umes&exemp‘cedhyﬂtﬂe-‘l%

7.12__If the transfer is from a non-member school to a member school in the zone where the student's
parents reside, a student is eligible providing: {1) the student is enrolling in a member school for the first
time and (2) the principals of both non-member and member schools involved concur that undue
influence is not involved with the transfer.

74713 A student may be transferred from one seheeotattendance zone to another zone within the
same county by a county Board of Education and maintain eligibility. The transfer must be initiated by
County Board of Education personnel to fulfill certain special education programs(s) not available in the
sehoot attendance zone from which the student is transferred. Upon the completion of the special
program, the student must return to the seheetattendance zone of his residence.

74814  Forthe purpose of athletic eligibility, the Commission does not recognize emancipated status

as relates to transfer except as might occur in marriage and relocation to another school zone.

7.2615 Notwithstanding any other provisions of WW/SSAC rules and regulations, if a student transfers
for athletic reasons, kefshe the student will be ineligible for 365 days from the date of enrollment. A
transfer for athletic reasons is defined as, but not limited to:

(a)  Seeking a superior athletic team;

(b)  Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability;

(c)  Seeking relief from conflict with the philosophy or action of an administrator, teacher or

coach relating to sperts athletics;

(d)  Seeking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous school.

72416 If a student is released and accepted by formal actions of County Boards of Education or
similar governing bodies of a non-public school which have verified that such transfer is not for athletic
purposes, said student will be granted immediate eligibility provided all other rules are met. The transfer
must occur at the beginning of the school year with the student enrolled on or before the eleventh
instructional day of the beginning of the school year and provided that said student is residing with




hisfher the parents. Notwithstanding any provisions, once that team has participated in a scrimmage or
contest, the student has established eligibility at that school for the remainder of that school year.

7.2217 The eligibility of a student whose parents are divorced or legally separated is determined by
the following:

parents are dlvorced or legally seDarated by court decree is determined by establishing initial

esndency wuth one Qarent
b) - " - . ] Mo ot .
ﬂﬁf&ﬁt—ﬁéﬁi'd'eﬁ- After estabhsh:ng mltlal re5|dency wuth one parent ali subsequent transfers will
require a period of ineligibility for the remainder of that school year unless a change of residency
is decreed by the court.

§127-2-8 Adoption Guardianship.

8.1 A student athlete shall be able etigibte to participate in interscholastic athletics only if hefshe-is
(1) residing with one or both of-histher the parents; (2) residing with a testamentary guardian following
the death of histher the parents; or (3) residing in a location where kefshe the student was placed by
the Department of Health and Human Resources pursuant to WVSSAC Rule 127-2-7.84.

8.2 Theresidence of atestamentary guardian shall constitute the residence of his the ward when, and
only when, (1) such testamentary guardian has been duly appointed by the last will and testament of
the student's last surviving parent; (2) said testamentary guardian has duly qualified as such before the
proper tribunal in West Virginia, and (3) the student is actually residing in the household of kis the
testamentary guardian at the time of his the student’s sport participation.

8.3 Notwithstanding any other provision of the WVSSAC rules and regulations, any student residing
with a guardian/custodian other than a testamentary guardian may not compete for a school in any sport
on the varsity level but may compete at the junior varsity level.

8.4 Notwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and regulations, legal guardian/custodian
may not be changed for athletic reasons. A transfer for athletic reasons is defined as, but not limited
to:

(a)  Seeking a superior athletic team;

(b)  Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability;

{c)  Seeking relief from conflict with the philosophy or action of an administrator, teacher or
coach relating to sperts athletics;

(d}  Seeking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous school.

§127-2-9. Undue Influence - Recruiting.




9.1 The use of influence by a person or group connected or not connected with the school to secure
or retain a student for athletic participation is not permitted and may cause the student to be ineligible
and may cause certain sanctions to be placed against the member schools.

9.2 An employee of the school system shall not initiate any communication regarding athletic
participation or enrollment with a student, parent of a student, guardian or family member, in person or
through a third party prior to enrollment. This does not include the introduction of athletic programs to
students at feeder schools during a school's scheduling process.

9.3 A student, parent of a student, or guardian shall not be offered for the purpose of encouraging
enrollment in a school or participation in an athletic program any inducement, such as free tuition, jobs,
supplies, uniforms, other than that which is provided for all students.

§127-2-10. Non-school Participation.

10.1 During the school year and while a member of a school team, a student shall neither participate
on any formaily organized non-school team in the same sport, nor shall the student compete as an
individual unattached in non-school formally organized competition in the same sport. The following
sports are exempted from the provisions of this rule: cheerleading, cross country, golf, swimming,
tennis, track, gymnasties and wrestling providing:

(a) participation is approved by the student's high-schoel-orjuntor-high-schoel principal.

(b) the student misses no school-sponsored athletic event contest involving a team in that sport.

10.2 A student may participate as a member of a national team (and the actual, direct tryouts thereof)
which is defined as

(a) one selected by the national governing body of the sport,
(b) while representing the National Federation in an International Schoolsport Federation, or
(c) as a representative of the United States in recognized national or international events.

10.3 A studentwho has participated on a non-school team or as an individual unattached in non-school
formally organized competition after the beginning practice date of that sport will be ineligible for
participation on that school team for that season in that particular sport except as provided by Rules
§127-2-10.1 and 10.2.

§127-2-11. Amateur.
11.1 A student who represents a school in an interscholastic sport shall be an amateur in that sport.
An amateur athlete is one who engages in athletic competition solely for the physical, mental, social,

and pleasure benefits derived therefrom. An athlete forfeits amateur status in a sport by:

(a} competing for money or other monetary compensation (allowable travel, meals and
lodging expenses may be accepted),

(b) receiving any award or prize of monetary value which has not been approved by the
studentastateasseciatior WVSSAC;




(c) capitalizing on athletic fame by receiving money or gifts of monetary value (scholarships
to institutions of higher learning are specifically exempted);

(d}  signing a professional playing contract in that sport.

11.2  Accepting a nominal, standard fee or salary for instructing, supervising or officiating in organized
youth sports program or recreation, playground or camp activities shall not jeopardize amateur status.
“Organized youth sports program” includes both school and non-school programs. Compensation for
giving private lessons is permissible if approved by the West Virginia Secondary School Activities
Commission.

11.3  Ahigh-sehoet student who loses amateur status may apply to the West Virginia Secondary School
Activities Commission for reinstatement in the interscholastic program after a waiting period of one
complete high school season (starting practice date to_through state tournament or end of season) for
that sport.

11.4 A senior student may participate in a professional tryout either during or after the season of that
sport provided

(a) that it does not occur on the day of a school contest of that sport or
(b) that it meets with student’s the principal's approval.
§127-2-12 Participation as an Ineligible.

12,1 Any student who participates in an interscholastic athletic event contest as an ineligible, either
knowingly or inadvertently, shalf be ineligible for a period not to exceed 365 days as determined by the

Executive Seeretary-Director.

§127-2-13 Practice.

13.1 Only students enrolied in the specific member school are allowed to participate in that school's
practices. Exceptions - Rule 127-2-3.2 and 127-2-3.52.

13.2 The frequency and length of practice is at the discretion of each member school.

13.3 Member schools of the WVSSAC may practice on any day of the year with the exception of
Sunday practice. Rule 127-3-45:2 14.2 further clarifies Sunday practice.

13.4 (a) Individual players of ateam must have practiced on 7 SEPARATE days before participating
in an interscholastic scrimmage.

(b)  Individual players of a team must have practiced on 14 SEPARATE days, exclusive of the
day of a contest, before participating in an interscholastic contest. The following sport(s) is
exempted from the provisions of this rule: golf.

13.5 A student shall not be permitted to engage in interscholastic practice untit that student has filed
with the principal a completed Athletic Participation/Parental Consent/Physician’s Certificate Form. Rule




127-3-3 further explains this required form.

regaining full eligibility.

13.7 If a student has established eligibility in a sport requiring 14 separate days of practice and is
continuing to participate in that sport or no school days have lapsed from one sport to another sport in
a same season, hefshe the student may participate in another sport of the season after completing seven
separate days of sport specific practice in the second sport.

13.8 Students participating in a sport(s) in one season must have practiced 14 separate days, exclusive
of the day of a contest, to be eligible to participate in a sport in the next season with the following
exception: the student has continued to practice or participate in tournament play without an interruption
of school days. The student must complete seven separate days of sport specific practice in the second
sport.




FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET
(submit 4 coptes)

HD NO. DRAFT NO. BILL NO. RESOLUTION NO.
SUBJECT WV Second School Activities Commission FUND
SOURCE OF REVENUE: ﬁ GENERAL FUND (O SPECIAL J OTHER (SPECIFY)

COST ESTIMATE BASED ON: (4 AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE 0 BUDGETBILL (J OTHER (SPECIFY)

INCOME ESTIMATE BASED ON: 5§ AN ORIGINAL ESTIMATE O BUDGETBILL (O OTHER (SPECIFY)

SHOW OVER-ALL EFFECT [N ITEMS 1 AND 2, AND GIVE EXPLANATION OF BREAXDOWN BY FISCAL YEAR INCLUDING LONG RANGE EFFECT IN ITEM 3.
ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
EFFECT OF PROPOSAL
INCREASE DECREASE CURRENT NEXT THEREAFTER
I. ESTIMATED TOTAL
COST § 32,679 $ $ 59,847 $ 92,526 $
PERSONAL SERVICES $ (12) 6,000 $ $ (12) 10,000 $ (1a) 16,000 $
CURRENT EXPENSES (1b) 2,520 (1b) 7,560 (1b) 10,080
REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS (lc) 1,500 (1c) 2,500 (lc) 4,000
EQUIPMENT (1d) 19,500 (1d))32,500 (1d)) 52,000
OTHER (23) $147 Cross Country (23) (447) (594)
1480 Swim (2,246) (3,726)
1532 Tennis (4,594) (6,126)
2. ESTIMATED TOTAL (16) (-2000.00)
REVENUES 5 (23) $1,586.00 §16)2,000.00 || $ (16)2,000.00 $ (23)1,586.00 S 0

3. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

Continued on Attached Page

4/22/02 WV Secondary School Activities Commission

DATE AGENCY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE




FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET - CONTINUED

Proposal 1
a. Ifthe number of administrative districts is raised from five to eight, the amount of annual student scholar-

b.

ships of $1,000 each would increase from $10,000 to $16,000.

If the number of administrative districts is raised from five to eight, three additional representatives would
need to be added to each of the fourteen Sport Coaches’ Committees. Currently, each representative’s
expenses are approximately $60.00 annually. The increase of 42 more representatives would be an addi-
tional expense of $2,520.00.

If the number of administrative districts is increased, the number of Board of Appeals members would
increase from five to eight. There would be an increase of $1500 in personal services due to a $500
honorarium received by each member.

The current expense for each Board member is $6,500 annually. The additional three members would
result in an increase expense of $19,500,

Proposal 23

Additional classes would require more days of tournament play which would increase expenses and possi-
bly decrease instructional time. Possible increased revenue could result in wrestling ($936) and soccer
($650). However, the sports which have shown losses may have increased losses due to additional days of
tournament play (cross country - $147; swim - $1480; tennis - $1582).

SPECIFIC AMOUNTS OF INCREASE OR DECREASE FOR ALL PROPOSALS ARE EX-
PLAINED ON THE FISCAL NOTE WORKSHEET.




TITLE 127
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility
Comment Response Form

Please use this form when commenting. You may attach additional sheets if necessary.

Individual/Organization:

Title:

Street Address: City/State/Zip

Comments/Suggestions

§127-2-2. Waivers.

§127-2-3. Enroliment and Team Membership.

§127-2-5. Semester and Season.

§127-2-6. Scholarship.

§127-2-7. Residence - Transfer.




§127-2 - Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility
Comment Response Form
Page Two

§127-2-8. Adoption/Guardianship.

§127-2-13. Practice.

Return comments by June 3, 2002 to:

G. A. McClung
Assistant Superintendent
West Virginia Department of Education
Building 6, Room 318 State Capitol Complex
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-9969
e-mail: gmcclung@access.k12.wv.us
FAX: 304-558-8867




