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#1990 REVISION 3.9
09 Section 127-2-3 - Enrollment and Team Membership

3.1 - To be eligible for participation in interscholastic athletics a
student must be enrolled in a member school on or before the eleventh
instructicnal day of the sememster in which he competes. Earollment must be
continuous after the student has offlcially enrolled in the school.

3.2 = If a student who has not enrolled in a member school on or before the
eleventh day decides te transfer, even thought it may be bonfide changas of
residence, he will not be eligible during that semester.

3.3 = 8tudents can participate only in schocls iIn which they are enrolled;
for example, a student 1n a feeder junior high school cannct participate omn the
high school team.

3.4 - An ineligible student may practice 15 days prior to hie date of
becoming eligible provided that he 1ls otherwise aligible.

3.5 - Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be
eligible for jumior high participation:

Junior High 3chools _ High Schools

Grades 7 and 8 7, 8 and 9 (six year school)
Grades 7, 8 and 9 8 and 9 {(five year school)
Grades 8 and 9 9 {(four year school)

3.6 - Studeuts enrolled in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high
gchool may participate on the high school team; however, once a student becomes a
menbar of that team said student will be ineligible for the junlor high team in
that sport.

3.7 - Studentsda%ho are enrclled in a grade below the ninth are not eligible
for a high school team, and students earolled in a2 grade below the seventh will
not be eligible for a Jjunlor high team.

3.8 - Senior students will be eligible for spring sports until the close of
the school's season.

# 3.9 - Schools may sponsor separate teams for members of each sex where

selection for such teams is based upon competitive skill. If a school sponsors a

team in a particular sport for members of one sex bul SpPONSCrS no SUCH team for
members of the other sex, and athletic opportunities for members of that sex

previously have been limited, members of the excluded sax must be allowed tc try
out for the team offered. For example, because cverall athletic opportunities
for females have praviously been limited, females will be allowed to try out for

baseball, but wmales will not be allowed to trv out for vellevyball or softball.
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#1988 Correction 4.2
#1990 Revision 4.3, 4.4

#()9 Section 127-2-4 - Age

4.1 = A student 1n high school who becomes 19 and a student in junior high
school who becomes 16 before September 1 shall be ineligible for
interscholastlic competition.

4 4.2 - A student in high school who beccmes 19 and a student in junior high
school who becomes 16 on or after September 1 shall remain eligible

for the entire year.

NEW F 4.3 = A student in a middle school (eighth grade being the highest grade)
who becomes 15 before September 1 shall be inmeligible for
interscholastic competition at that Ievel.

NEW # 4.4 = A student in a middle school (eighth grade being the highest grade)

who becomes 15 on or after September | snall remain elizibie for the
entire school year at that level.
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# 1988 Revision 5.2
# 1989 Revision 5.2

%09 Section 127-2-5 - Semester and Season




# 1988 Revision 5.2 20
# 1989 Revision 5.2
5.1

# 1990 BRevision

to 5.9

# %09 Section 127-2-5 -~ Semester and Season

3.1 - A student may have the privilege to participate inm the
interscholastic program for four consecutive vears (eight consecutive
Semesters or equivalent, after entering the ainth grade of a four-year high
‘School of the JtH grade in a /-9 junior high school.

5.2 = In schools with 6 grades (7-12) and 5 grades (8-12), Rule 5.3 will
govern seventh and/or eighth and nine through twelve (9-129 Wwill pe
congidered as a four—-year schooLl, as explained 1n RULEe 5.1

5.3 = A student shall not participate for more than two seasons while in
grades /-8 in any interscholastic activity.

5.4 - Students retained without failing.

(a) Losa of eligibility. A student held back in the seventh or
eighth grade without failing shall lcse oume of Als four years of
high school eligibility for each year he is held back.

(b} Loss of fourth year. A student held back cne vear in the seventh
or eighth grade without failing shall lose his fourth year orf
eligibility after entering the ninth grade.

(¢} Loss of third and fourth years. A student held back for two
years in the seventh or eightl grade without failing shall lose
both nis third and feurth years of eligibility after entering the

ainth grade.

3.3 = Ten days of attendance or enrocllment shall constitute a semester.
Said ten days includes the day cf enrolilment, the last day of attendance
and the elapsed time between, provided that they are davys when school was
agtually in session. School reccrds may be requested for verification.

5.6 = The number of semesters of athletic eligibility of a student is
deternined by semesters of enrollment anod attendance and not by semesters
of participation. {This appiies for students In grades G9=17 Oriy.)

5.7 = A student whose aligibility expires with the end of a semestar shall
Jpot become Ineligible until the first day of the follcwing semestar. The
student will be comsidered eligible any days between the two semesters.

5.8 - Any part of a contest or interscholastic event in which a student
competes shall be counted as a season for that sport im grades 7-12 and a
semester of attsndance in grades 9-12.
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5.9 - The Board of Appeals is authorized to grant exceptions to the
Semester and deason Rule when it feels the rule fails to accomplish the
purpoge for which it Is Intended and whed the rule WOLKS exXtreme and undue
hardship upon the student. ’

(a) The Board 1s authorized to consider only those cases in which a
student entering high school (explaimed In Rules 5.1 and 5.Z) and
did neot sgtay in contiduous enroilment because of personal illness
or no school was available, or because ¢ other undue hardship
reasons ascertained through investigation.

{b) The Board may provide release from the centinuous enrollment
restriction provided nc participatiom pad occurred during the
gsemester{s, in question.

{¢) The Board may also assess appropriate penalties to the student
athlete or to the school 1f sald Board determinmes through Its
Jnvestigarion, that said student athlete or said school did try
to evade the rule by subterfuge.
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*#(9-—- Section 127-2-7 - Basidenca-Transier
Philosophy:

Following i3 a brief resume of the points of philosophy included in the
residence and transfer rules of this Commission:

7.1 = Participation in Interscholastic athlecies is a privilege provided
for students who meet standards set by principals of all member
schools.

742 = Participation in Interscholastic athletics is a privilege which
should fundamentally be avallable to bona fide students in school
zones where their parents or legally established guardians reside.

7.3 - Standards governing residence and transfer are a necessary pre-
requisite to participation in athletfics beczuse

{a) They protect the opportunities of bona fide resident
students to participate.

(b) They provide a fundamentally fair and equitable framewocrk
-in which interscholastic athletic competition in an
educational setting can take place.

{e¢) They provide uniform standards for all scheols to follow in
maintaining athletic competition.

(d) They support the educaticmal philosephy that participation
in athletics 1s a privilege which must not be permitted to
assume a dominant position in the school program.

{e} They kaep the focus of aducators and sctudents on the fact
that students atfend school to recsive those requirements
mandataed by law flrst and athletics second.

(£) They maincain the fundamental principle that a student
should live at home with his parents and attend school in
the school zone in which his parents reside.

(g) They reinforce the view thai the family 1s a strong and
viable unit in our scciety and, as such, is the best place
for a student to reside while attending school.

(h) They pravent school hopping or shopping arcund for school
or athletic programs which may suit an individual's
personal interest. .

(i) They prevent "bumping" of students whe have gained
legitimate eligibility by persons from outside the scheol
zone.




# 1989 Revision 7.6

Parc

(j) They sarve as a deterrent to individuals who would seek to
racruilt student athletas to attend a particular school.

(k) They serve as a deterrent tc student athletes running away
frowm discipline problems, tzacher problems, coach or
similarc conflicts.,

(1) They protect school programs from losing students who have
established an identity as an athlete and, as such, ares
contributors te the overall school program and Iimage.

(m) They tend to encourage competition between meumber nonpublic
and public scheols.

(n) They eliminate family financial status from becoming a
factor on eligibilicy. The ability to pay or not to pay
tuition ecreates a suspect g¢lassificatiocn.

7+4 - Speculative loss of czollege sgholarship 1s not considerad a basis
for granting exceptions to these rules.

A = Rasgidencse

7.5 — A student shall be eligible in the zone in which his parents resida. C
Publie secondary school zones shall be eszablished by cfficial action by

each county Board of Education. Zones of nenpublic member schools shall

be established by their governing bcard and subject to approval by Board

of Appeals.

#7.6 - A student shall be eligible 1f he is enrolling to attand a sacondary
schocl for the first time ar either a public school or a member nonpublic
secondary school in the zome in which his parents reside, unless he has
established eligibility under Rule 127-2-7.16 in ancther attendance zone.

7.7 = A student who completes the highest grade of an elementary school
or member seccadary school and enrolls feor the first time in the next
succ¢eeding grade of the junior high school or senicr high school located
in his home zone shall be aligible to participate in interscholastic
athleties, provided he I1s cotherwise aligibla.

7.8 - When a tewn or city is lecated in two counties and only one publile
secondary school is located in the tewn or city, students living in the

town or city may attend this secondary school if mutually agreed upon by
the two county Beards of Education and approved by the Board of Appeals.

7.9 - A student from a broken heme who is in the care of the Department of
Human Services of West Virginia shall be eligible to participate in
interscholastic athletics as a member of the athletlc teams of the high
school in the zone in which saild Department of Public Assistance places {
him in a heme, provided he 1s otherwise eligible under the rules of the
Wagt Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission.
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Part

7.10 - A student may be eligible outside his spacified zone of attendance
if he has been in attendance in that zoane the three (3) immedlate
praceding years prior to entering a member secondary school. There

zan be no change of residence involving change of attendance zone during
these three (32) preceding years.

7.11 = Should the parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new
school zone during the school term, a student of any grade may remain in
the school zone from which his parents moved and retain eligibility only
until the end of that school year.

7.12 - Students who have attended a given high school and whose pareants
move from the zone following the ccmpletion of the student's elsventh
{llch) grade, may retain =2ligibility for his cwelfth (l2th) grade,
providiag there iz no undue Influence to retain the attandances of such
students. ' '

7.13 - Foreign exchange students, attending a member school under the
auspices of approved student exchange programs, shall be consgidered
eligible regarding residance for a maximum period of ome calendar year.
Said foreign exchange student may not be a graduate of the sscondary
school of his home country and must maintain eligibility in a member
school. A foreign exchange program aust assign students to schools

by a method which insures that no student, school, or other lnterested
party may influence the assignment for athletic purposes.

7.14 - A student returning from an approved foreign exchange program

may resume interscheolastic competition in a member scheool at the point of
interruption provided the student did not receive cradits toward
graduation while participating ia the exchange program and provided the
student mests all requirements relative to age and semesters of
aligibility.

B = Transafer

7.15 - A student becomes immediately eligible, providing he is otherwise
eligible, when parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new
school zone. Change of residence is defined as an actual physical
relocation of the family te a different residence with the intent to
reside indefinitely and terminate all occupancy of thelr previous
residence.

#7.16 = 1f a student transfers from a secondary schocl in one zome to a
secondary scheool in ancther zone, said student shall be ineligible for a
pericd of 120 instructional days unless the parsnts hecome residents
of the district fo which the student transfers. Students transferring out
of attendance zone shall immedlatesly forfeit eligibllty in their home '
zZone.
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# 1988 Revision 7.21
# 1990 Revision 7.17
# 1990 Correction 7.20

£ . Students who transfer te or
from a member school shall be ineligible for a period not to excsed
‘6ne hundred twenty (LZU) lostructional days unless the parents move
from one pubiic schnool zone to anctier public school zone In
conjunction with transfer of schools. Students may, during this bona
f£ide change in residence, transfer tc elther z member public or a
member non-public school without penalty. Eowever, if the transfer
is from a non-member private school to a public school in the zone
where the student's parents reside, a student 1s eligible providing:
(1) the student is enrclling in a member schocl for the first time;
{2) The principals of both private and public schocls involved concur
that undue influence is not involved with the transfer; (3) and the
student transfer take place no later than the first tea (10) days of
the first semester.

7.18 — A student may be transferred from one school zone to another
zone within the same county by a county Board of Educaticon and
maintain eligibility. The transfer must be initiated by County

. Board of Education perscnnel to fulfill certain special program(s)
not available in the school zone from which the student is
transferred. A WVSSAC transfer form must be completed om ths
student, indicating approval by the Principals of the involved
schools. Upon the completion of the special program the student must
return to the school zone of his residence.

7.19 = The Commission does not recognize emancipated status as
relates to transfer except as wmight occur in marriage and relocation
to another school zone.

# 7.20 = A transfer student may not compete in any athletlic contest
until the WVSSSAC Athletic Transfer Form has been flled with the
WVSSAC office.

# 7.21 = "The Beard of Appeals 1s authorized to grant exceptions to the
Residence and Transfer Rule when 1t feels the rule fails to
accomplish the purpose for which it is intended and when the rule
works extreme and undue hardship upen the student.”




