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ATHLETICS, PROVISIONS GOVERNING L]
ELIGIBILITY
*09 Section 127-2-1. GENERAL
1.1, Scope — These rules establish the provisions governing student
eligibility to participate in interschelastic athletics.
1.2. Authority —— West Virginia Code Section 18-2-25
1.3.

Filing date -

Toly 1
. l.4. Effective date - J&A—A‘,‘ 1987

*09 Section 127~2-2 NOTE

ol
{a)

The word "student” used in these Rules and Regulatfions refers either to a
boy or girl participant in interscholastic zthletics

band activities.
Therafors, according to correct grammatical usage, since the antecedent
"student” can involve persons of both sexes, the masculine pronouns he, his or
him used throughout said Rules and Regulations will refer either to male or
female participants.
(b} The word "principal” used in the Rules and Regulations refers either to a
tale or female head of a secondary school. Therefore, according to correct
grammatical usage, since the antecedent “principal™ can involve or refer to

persons of either or both sexes the masculine pronouns he, him or his will
rafer to a male or female head of az secondary school.

(e)

The words "this Commisgsion” or the abbreviation WVSSAC used throughout
these Rules and Regulations refers to THE WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES COCMMISSION.
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*(}9 Section 127-2-3 — Enrollment and Team Membership

3.1 — To be eligible for participation in Interscholastic athletics a student
must be enrclled in a member school on or before the eleventh instructional day
of the semester in which he competss. Enrcllment must be continucus after the
student has officially enrolled in the school.

3.2 - 1f a student who has not enrolled in a member school on or before the
eleventh day decides tc transfer, even though it may be a bona fide change of
residence, he will not bte eligible during that semester.

3.3 -~ Students can participate only in schools in which they are enrolled; for
example, a student in a feeder junior high school cannot participate on the
high school team.

3.4 - An ipeligible student may practice 15 practice davs prior to his date of
becoming eligible provided that he 1s otherwise eligible.

3.5 - Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be
eligible for junicr high participation:

Junior High Schools High Schools
Grades 7 and & 7, 8 and 9 (six year school)
Grades 7, 8 and 9 8 and 9 (five year school)

Grades 8 and 9 9 (four vear school)

3.6- Students enrolled in the ninth grade of a four, five or six year high
school may participate on the high school team; however, once a student becomes
a mamber of that team sald student will be ineligible for the junior high team
in that sport.

3.7- Students who are enrclled in a grade below the ninth are not eligible for
a high school team, and students enrolled in a grade below the seventh will not
be eligible for 2z junior high team.

3.8~ Senicr students will be eligible for spring sports until the close of the
school's season.

3.9 - If a school maintains separate teams in the same or related sports
(example: baseball or scftball) for girls and boys during the school year,
regardless of the sperts season, girls may not participate on boys' teams and
boys may not participate on girls' teams. However, should a school not
maintain separate teams in the same or related sports for boys and girls, then
boys and girls may participate on the same team except in contact sports such
as football and wrestling.
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*(09 Section 127-2-4 = Age

4.1 - A srtudent in high school who becomes 19 and a student in junior
high school who becomes 1& before September I ghall be ineligible for
interschelastic competition.

4.2 - A student in high school who becomes 19 and a student in iunior
high school who becomes 1& after September 1 shall remain eligible for
the entire schocl year.
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*09 Section 127-2-5 — Semester and Season

5.1 - A student shall not participate for more than four seasons while in
grades 9-12 in any interscholastic activity, and these shall be during the
student's first eight semesters of attendance beginning with the ninth grade.
The seventh and eighth semesters wmust be consecutive.

5.2 = A student shall not participate for more than two seasons while in grades
7=-8 in any interscholastic activity, and if enrolled in grades seven and eight
for four (4) consecutive semesters is ineligible for further parthlpatlon
while enrolled in grades seven and eight.

»
- v

5.3 - A student enrolled in a fifth first semester or fifth second semester of
grades nine to twelve shall not he eligible to participate in any
interscholastic activicy.

3.4 - Ten davs of attendance or enrollment shall constitute a semester. 8aid
ten days includes the day of enrcllment, the last day of attendance and the
elapsed time between, provided that thev are days when school was actuzlly in
session. School records may be requested for verification,

5.5 — The number of semesters of zthletic eligibility of a student is
determined by semesters of enrollment and attendance and net by semesters of
participation.

5.6 — A student whose eligibility expires with the end of a semester shall not
become ineligible until the first day of the following semester. The student
will be considered eligible any days between the two semestars.

3.7 = Any part of a contest or Interscholascic.event in which 2 student
competes shall be counted as a season for that sport and a semester of
attendance.

5.8 - NOTE: The purpose of *09 Section 127-2-5 is to zallow a student to have
six seasons of participation for any interscholastic sport or to have 12
semesters ¢f eligibiliry in grades 7-12.
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#*Q9 Section 127-2-6 - Scholarship

6.1 - A student is required to do passing work in the eguivalent of at least 20
pericds (four subjects with full credit toward graduation) per wsek, Failure
to earn passing marks In four full credit subjects during a semester shall
render a student ineligible for the Iollowing semester.

(a) Two of those four full cradit subjects must be in English-Language
Arts, Soclzl Studies, Mathematics or Science, and may ¢r may not be
in the same area,

{b) If a student has completed all state, county, and school regquirements
for graduating he or she may select four full credits from any area
of the curriculum offered by the scheool.

(e} 1If a student is taking a2 multiple neriod subject, such as vecationmal
courses for a full morning or afternoon, it may be counted as more
than one subject. The number of subjects counted will be egqual to
the units of full credits given; however, part (a) above must also be
met.

6.2 -Note: Full credit is defined azs cne—half credit for a semester or 40350
minutes ag taken from the West Virginia Department of Education, "Graduation
Requirements for West Virginia Public Schools: Adolescent Educatien (Grades
9-12)(March 1982).”

6.3 - Schools providing for planmned programs c¢f independent learning during ths
regular scheool term mav not wish to reguire all students to attend classes for
4050 minuteg-Curing a semester. In such instances, full credit may be awarded
for satisfgctory performance provided that it meets standards established by
the county_and West Virginia Department of Education.

6.4 - Full credit may be awarded for subjects in addition to those offered by
the schoecl as well as experimental programs developed by the school itself
provided that it meets standards;established by the county and West Virginia
Department of Education. Such eredit must be earned during the regular school
term.

6.5 — In crder for a withdrawn student or an expelled student to regain
eligibility, saild student must complete one semester of school work.

6.6 - Credit deficiencies cannot be made up after the last day of the semester,
except in a case wherg’a student whose final examinations and course credit are
delayed due to illness which can he verified by a physician.

6.7- In all cases, the official school transcript will be used to determine a
student's eligibility and will be regarded as final.

6.8 = On August 12, 1983, the State Board of Education adopted Policy #2436.10
(C-Rule). Students must wmaintain a 2.0 average to participate in
interscholastic athletics and cheerleading. BRe sure to read this policy for
details. (see appendix).
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%09~ Section 127-2-7 = Residance-~Transfer
Philosophy:

Following is a brief resume of the points of philesophy included in the
residence and transfer rules of this Commission:

7.1 = Participation in interscholastic athletics is a privilege provided
for students who meet standards set by principals of all mgpber
schools.

7.2 = Participation in interscholastic athletics is a privilege which
should fundamentally be available to bona fide students in school
zones where thelr parents or legally established guardians reside.

7.3 - Standards governing residence and transfer are a necessary pre-
raquisite to participation in athletics because

(a) They protect the opportunities of bona fide resident
students to participate.

(b) They provide a fundamentally fair and equitable framework
in which interscholastic athletic competiticn in an
educaticnal setting can taks place.

{c) They provide uniform standards for all schools to follow in
maintaining athletic competiticn.

(d) They support the educational philosophy that participation
in athletics is a privilege which must not be permitted to
assume a dominant position in the schocl program.

{e} They keep the focus of educators and students on the fact
that students aftend school to receive those raquirements
mandated by law first and athletics second.

(£) They maintain the fundamental principle that a studant
should live at home with his parents and attend scheol in
the scheol zone in which his parents reside.

‘(g)‘ They reinforce the view that the family is a strong and
viable unit in our scciety and, as such, is the best place
for a student to reside while arttending school.

(h) They prevent schocl hopping or shopping around for school
or athletic programs which may sult an individual's
personal interest,

(i) They prevent "bumping” of students whe have gained
legitimate eligibility by persons from outside the scheol
zone.,
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(j) They serve as a deterrent to individuals whe would seek to
racruit student athletes to attend a particular scheol.

(%5“ They serve as a deterrent to student athletes running away
s from discipline problems, teacher preblems, cocach or
similar conflicts.

{1) They protect scheol programs from losing students who have
established an identity as an athlete and, as such, are
contributors to the overall school program and image.

(ul) _.h‘e.f tend to e‘“courage CO-LDE:ltiOI- betWEEll niEH.ber IlOElpubllC

(n) They eliminate family financial status from becoming a
factor on eligibility. The zbility to pay or not to pay
tuition creates a suspect classification.

7.4 - Speculative loss of college schelarship Is not considered a basis
for granting excepticns to these rTules.

A = BResidence - . .

7.5 - A student shall be eligible in the zone in which his parents reside..
Public seccndary scheool zones shall he established by official action by

each county Board of Education. Zones of nonpublic member scheools shall

be established by their governing board and subject to approval by Board

of Appeals.

7.5 - A student shall be eligible if he is enrclling to attend a seccndary

schoel for the first time at either a public school or a member nonpublic
secondary schocl in the zone in which his parents reside.

7.7 — A student who complates the highest grade of an elementary school
or member sscondary school and enrslls for the first time im the next
succeeding gracde of the junior high school or senior high scheel located
in his home zone shall be eligible fo participate in interscheolastic
athletics, provided he js'otherwise eligible.

7.8 - When a town or city is located in two counties and only one public
secondary school 1s located in the town or city, students living in the

town or city may attend this secondary scheol if mutually agreed upon by
the two county Boards of Education and approved by the Board of Appeals.

7.9 = A student from a broken home who is in the care of the Department of
Human Services of West Virginia shall be eligible to participate in
interscholastic athletics as a2 member of the athletie teams of the high
school in the zone in which said Department of FPublic Assistance places

him in a home, provided he is otherwise eligible under the rules of the .
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission.
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7.10 - A student may be eligible outside his specified zone of attendance
if he has been in attendance in that zone the three (3) immediate
preceding years prior to entering a member secondary school. There

can be no change of residence involving change of attendance zone during
these three (3) preceding years.

7.11 = Should the parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new
school zone during the school term, a student of any grade may remain in
the school zone from which his parents moved and retain eligibility only
until the end of that schocl year.

7.12 - Students who have attended a given high schoel and whose parents
move from the zene following the completion of the student’s sleventh
(1lth) grade, may retain eligibility for his twelfth (l2th) grade,
providing there is mo undue influence to retain the attendance of such
students. ’

7.13 - Foreign exchange students, attending a member schcol under the
auspices of approved student exchange programs, shall be considered
eligible regarding residence for a2 maximum period of one calendar year.
Said foreign exchange student may not be a graduate of the secondary
schocl of his home country and must maintain eligibility in a member
school. A foreign exchange program must assign students to schools

by a method which insures that no student, schecl, or other interested
party may influence the assignment for athletic purposes.

7.14 = A student returniang from an approved foreign exchange program

may resume interscholastic competition in a member school at the point of
interruption provided the student did not receive credits toward
graduation while participating in the exchange program and provided the
student meets all requirements relative to age and semesters of
eligibility.

B - Transfer

7.15 = A student becomes immediately eligible, providing he is otherwise
eligible, when parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new
school zome. Change of residence is defined as an actual physical
relocation of the family fo a different residence with the intent to
reside indefinitely and terminate all occcupancy of their previous
residence,

7.16 = If a student transfers from a secondary scheecl in one zecne to a
secondary school in another zone, said student shall be ineligible for a
peried of 120 imstructional days unless the parents become residents

of the district to which the student transfers.
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7.17 = Students who transfer to or from a menber school shall be
ineligible for a pericd not to exceed 120 instructicnal days unless the
parents move from one public school zome to another in conjunction with
transfer of schocls. However, 1If the transfer is from a non-member
private school to a public school in the_zone where the student's

parents reside, a student is eligible providing: (1) the student is
enrolling in the member school for the first time; (2) The principals of
both private and public scheols involved concur that undue influence

is not involved with the transfer; (3) and the student transfer take place
no later than the firsc ten (10} days of the first semester.

7.18 = A student may be transferred from one schoel zone £o ancther zone
within the same county by a county Board of Education and maintain
eligibility. The transfer must be initiated by County Board of Education
personnel to fulfill _certain special program(s) not available in the
school zone from which the student is transferred. A WVSSAC transfer form
must be completed on the student, indicating approval by the Principals

of the invelved schools. Upon the completion of the special program the
student must return to the schocl zone of his residence.

7.19 - The Commission does not recognize emancipated status as rvelates to
transfer except as Mmight occur in marriage and relocation to ancther

school zona. .
7.20 - A transfer student may not compete in any athletic contest until

the WVSSSAC Athletic Transfer Form has been filed with the WVSSAC office,

and written permission to compete has been received from the Executive
Secretary. Response must be made within ten Working days upon receip: at

the WVSSAC office. A

7.21 - The Beard of Appeals is authorized to grant exceptions to the
Reslidence and Transfer Rule when it feels the situation does neot violate
the provisions set forth in the Pnllosophy statement cf this rule.
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*Q9- Section 127-2-8 - Adoption Guardianship

801 -

803 -

805 -

806 -

807 -

The residence of parents by adeption shall constitute the residence
of their adopted child for the purposes of these rules when, and only
when, the student iz legally adopted.

The residence of a testamentary guardian shall constitute the residence
of his ward when, and only when, (1) such testamentary guardian has been
duly appointed by the last will and testament of the student's last
surviving natural parent, (2) said testamentary guardian has duly
qualified as such before the proper tribunal in West Virginia, and (3)
the student is actually residing in the household_of his testamentary
guardian at the time of his sports participation?

The residence of a guardian shall constitute the residence of his ward
when, and only when, (1) the guardian has been appointed or approved as
such by order of a ecircuit court of West Virginia or by a2 court or record
in some other state, (2) such circuit court or court of record in some
other state has Iin addition to such appointment or approval awarded or
approved the awarding of the legal custody of such student to his
guardian, and {3) the student is actuzlly residing in the household of
his guardian/custodian at the time of his sports participation.

Except as provided in 7.9 (Residence), the residence of a person
exercising the position of guardian but not custodian of a student or
exercising the position of custodian but neot guardlan of a student shall
not constitute the residence of such student under these rules.

Effective retroactively orders of any circuit court or court of record of
any other state shall not have the effect of retroactively establishing
residence of a student under these rules.

A person shall not be considerad the guardian of a student for the
purpcse of these rules until he has cqualified as such guardian by meeting
all the prerequisites therefore as prescribed by law and the crder of the
appeointing court of record.

A student may not compete for his school in any sport on the basis of the
residence of his guardian/custodian unless written evidence’bf‘(l) a
court reccrd appointment or approval of his guardian, and (23} an order
awarding custody or approving the awarding of custody to sich guardian

is furnished to the Executive Secretary of the West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission before such sports participation. When a
student has complied with the provisions of this rule, he becomes
eligible immediately.




27

*09 Section 127-2-9 - Undue Influence — Recruiting

9.1 - A student is considered a2 prospective athlete if the student has
participated in an interscholastic contest beyond the sixth grade.

9.2 - The use of influence by a person or group connected or not
connected with the school to secure or retain a prospective athlete is
not permittad and shall cause the student to be ineligible and shall
cause certain sanctions to be placed against the member school.

9.3 - An employee of the school system shall not initiate anv
communication with a prospective athlete, parent of an athlete,
guardian or family member, in parson or through a third party prier to
enrollment.

9.4 - A prospective athlete, parent of an athlete, or guardian shall
not be oifered any inducement, such as free tuitliom, jobs, supplies,
uniforms, other than that which is provided for all students.
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*09~ Section 127-2-10 — Nonschool Participation

10.1 - During the school year and while a member of a school team, a
student shall neither participate on any nonschocl team in the same
sport, nor shall the student compete as an individual unattached in
non-scheol formally organized competition in the same sport. The
following sports are exempted from the provisions of this rule:
cheerleading, c¢ross country, golf, swimming, tennis, track, and
gymnastics providing:

{a) participation is approvad by the student's high school or
junior high school principal.

(b) the student misses no school sponsored athletic event
inveolving a team in that sport.

10.2 - A student may participate as a member of 2 national team (and
the actual, direct tryouts therecf) which is defined as

(a) one selected by the national governing body of the sport,

{b) the Olympic Develcpnent Program which is defined as a
training pregram competition,

(¢) while representing the FNational Federation in an
International Schoolsport Federation,

(d) or as a representative of the United Statas in recognized
national or international events.

10.3 - A student who has participated on a non-school team or as an
individual unattached in non—school formally organized competition after
the bezinning practice date ¢f that sport will be ineligible for
participation on that school team for that season in that particular sport
except as provided by Rules #(Q9 Sectiom 127-2-]10.1 and 10.2
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. *09 Section 127-2-11 - Amateur

11.1 - A student who represents 2 school in an interscholastic sport shall be
an amateur in that sport. An amateur athlete 1s one who engages in athletic
competition soclely for the physical, mental, sccial, and pleasure benefits
derived therefrcom. An athlete forfeits amateur status in a sport by

(a) competing for money or other monetary compensation {allowable
travel, meals and lodging expenses may be accepted);

(b) receiving any award or prize of monetary value which has not
teen approved by the students state assoclation;

(¢) capitalizing on athletic fame by receiving money or gifts of
monetary value (scholarships to institutions of bigher learming

are specifically exempted);
(d) signing a procfessional playing contrac:t in that sport.

11.2 - Accepting a nominal, standard fee or salary for instructing, supervising
or officiating in organized vouth sports progam or recreation, playground or
camp activities shall not jeopardize amateur status. "Organized vouth sports
program” includes beth school and nonschool programs. Compensation for giving
private lessons is permissible if approved by the West Virginia Secondary

. School Activities Commission office.

11.3 - A high school student who loses amateur status may apply to the West
Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission for reinstatement in the
interscholastic program after a waiting pericd of one complete high school
season {starting practice date tc state tournament) for that svort.

11.4 - A senior student may participate in z professional tryout either during
or after the season of that sport provided:

(a) that it dces not occur on the day of a school contest of that sport.

(b) that it meets with student coach’'s approval.
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. *09 Section 127-2~12 — Participation as an Ineligible

12.1 - Any student who participates in an Interscholastic athletic
event as an ineligible, either kncwingly or {inadvertently, shall be
ineligible for az periocd not to exceed 363 days as detaermined by the

Executive Secretary.




