STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSES

SUITE 309, EMBLETON BUILDING 922 QUARRIER STREET

TELEPHONE
{304) 348-3696

Garnette Thorne, B.S.N., M.S., R.N.
Executive Sacretary

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 26301

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OR COMMENT PERIOD ON PROPOSED RULE
PUBLIC HEARING

AGENCY : WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL
NURSES

RULE TYPE: LEGISLATIVE

RULE TITLE:
SERIES 1I: POLICIES, REQUIREMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR

ACCREDITED PROGRAMS OF PROFESSIONAL NURSING IN
WEST VIRGINIA

SERIES TII: CRITERIA FOR THE EVALUATION AND ACCREDITATION OF
PROFESSIONAL NURSING IN WEST VIRGINIA

SERIES III: REQUIREMENTS FOR REGISTRATION AND LICENSURE AS A
REGISTERED PROFESSTONAL NURSE

SERIES IV: LEGAL STANDARDS OF NURSING PRACTICE FOR THE REGISTERED
PROFESSIONAL NURSE IN WEST VIRGINIA

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE ABOVE PROPOSED RULE(S) WILL BE HELD AT

9:30 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M. ON JULY 9, 1985 AT SOUTH BRIEFING ROOM, SCIENCE
AND CULTURE BUILDING, CAPITOL COMPLEX, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA.
COMMENTS ARE LIMITED TO: ORAL WRITTEN BOTH X
COMMENTS MAY ALSO BE MAILED TO: SUITE 309, EMBLETON BUILDING,

922 QUARRIER STREET, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINTA 25301

THE DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT PERSONS WISHING TO MAKE COMMENTS AT THE
HEARING MAKE AN EFFORT TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS IN ORDER TO
FACILITATE A REVIEW OF THESE COMMENTS.
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSES

SUITE 308, EMBLETON BUILDING 922 QUARRIER STREET

Garnette Thorne, B.5.N., M.S., R.N.

TELEPHONE
Executive Secretary

(304) 348-3696

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25301
PROPOSED RULES
STATE REGISTER FILING

AGENCY : WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL
NURSES

CONTACT PERSON: MISS GARNETTE THORNE, R.N.,M.S. PHONE (304) 348-3596
TYPE OF RULE: LEGISLATIVE

TITLE OF RULE:

SERIES 1I: POLICIES, REQUIREMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
ACCREDITED PROGRAMS OF PROFESSIONAL NURSING IN
WEST VIRGINIA

SERIES II: CRITERIA FOR THE EVALUATION AND ACCREDITATION OF
PROFESSIONAL NURSING IN WEST VIRGINIA

SERIES III: REQUIREMENTS FOR REGISTRATION AND LICENSURE AS A
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSE

SERIES TIV: LEGAL STANDARDS OF NURSING PRACTICE FOR THE REGISTERED
PROFESSIONAL NURSE IN WEST VIRGINIA

CHAPTER 30 ARTICLE 7 SERIES I - II - TIIT - IV

AUTHORITY 30-7-4(a)
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FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES F”-ED

35 HAY 29 Pt 1 gy

Rule Title: Policies, Requirements and Recommeng":w
Programs of Professional Nursing in

Type of Rule: X Legislative Interpretive Pracedural

Agency WV BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR Address i
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAIL NURSES 922 Ouarrier Street
Charleston,k WV 25301

ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
1. Effect of Proposed Rule | Increase Decrease| Current Next Thereafter
Estimated Total Cost |$ $ $ $ $
Personal Services 976,475 976,475 + +
Current Expense 37,675 37,675. 10% 10%
Repairs and Alterations 2,100 2,100.
Equipment 51,770 51,770.
Other
2. Explanation of above estimates. The above estimates are based on the

current cost of a typical two year nursing program times 5 programs
and the cost for implementing a typical baccalaureate program times
5 programs. There would be no decrease in cost but the colleges
would lose vocational money now being paid for educating the
associate degree students.

3. Objectives of these rules:

1. To improve the quality of nursing care in West Virginia in order .

to safeguard life and health.

2. To enable the Board to carry out its function to:

(1) prescribe standards for educational programs preparing persons
for licensure as registered professional nurses;

(2) provide for surveys of such educational programs;

(3) accredit such programs; and to

(4)

To

deny or withdraw accreditation of educational programs.

3. implement a cost effective way of educating nurses.




4. Explanation of Overall Economic Impact of Proposed Rule.

A. Economic Impact on State Government.

1t would increase the cost of nursing education. Although if
we only educated nurses in 2 types of programs one type of program for

the R.N. and one type of program for the L.P.N., it should decrease
the cost to the State.

B. Economic Impact on Political Subdivisions; Specific Industries;
Specific groups of citizens.

The nurse desiring to become a registered professional nurse
would have to graduate from a four (4) year program. Registered
professional nurses are now educated in 2, 3, and 4 year programs
although they do not obtain the same education. Some of the students
would have the cost of 1 or 2 mere years of college. The Board of
Regents would be responsible for establishing programs in the State

Colleges.
C. Economic Impact on Citizens/Public at Large.
None

Date ,’7274,7, 28, /988

Signature of Agency Head or Authorized Representative

ﬁéiQWﬂJZL lane . 251, Ron
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WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE RULES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR

REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSES FILED
CHAPTER 30 - 7
SERIES I 405 HAY 29 PH 1 45
U‘—.‘T‘_,.“ oo ' avp'-..\. 1;‘%;;‘1
TITLE: Policies, Requirements and Recommerpighfinfingi §oitt

Accredited Programs of Professional Nursing in
West Virginia

Section 1. General

1.1 Scope - These Legislative Rules establishes the
Administrative Rules and Regulations for Registered Professional
Nurses Education, Licensure and Practice in the State of West
Virginia.

1.2 Authority - W.Va. Code 30-7-4 (a) (b)

1.3 Filing Date -

1.4 Effective Date - July 1, 1992

1.5 Repeal of Former Rule - These Legislative Rules
repeals West Virginia Board of Examiners for Registered Professional
Nurses rules filed December 17, 1982.

Section 2. Definition of terms:

2.1 The term "Board" means the West Virginia Board of
Examiners for Registered Professional Nurses. -

2.2 The term "professional nursing program' means an
education unit charged with responsibility to prepare its graduates
for practice as professional nurses, with a minimum of a baccalaure-
age degree in nursing, and qualified to meet licensing requirements
in West Virginia. This unit shall be structured in a university, or
college.

2.3 An "accredited professional nursing program'' is one
which has met the requirements of the law and of the Board, as out-
lined in this MANUAL, and is currently approved by the Board.

2.4 A "provisionally accredited professional nursing pro-
gram' is one which either has been temporarily approved but has not
been in operation long enough to qualify for full accreditation, or
one which fails to meet the requirements of the law and of the Board,
and has received notification of its deficiencies.

2.5 A "professional nursing program oOr school" is one

conducted by a college or university, or in cooperation with a college

or university, and which leads to the minimum of a baccalaureate
degree. '



Board of Registered Nurses
Legislative Rules

Chapter 30-7

Series 1 Sec. 2

2.6 "Requirements' are mandatory conditions which a pro-
fessional nursing program must meet in order to be accredited.

2.7 "Recommendations" are suggestions for the guidance of
programs of professional nursing in the development of their programs.

2.8 A "credit hour" is that credit assigned for one hour
of lecture per week, or two to four hours of lab per week, per semes-
ter.

2.9 '"Registered professional nursing', Article 7, Chapter 30,
Section 1, Code of West Virginia states: "...(b) The "practice of
registered professional nursing' shall mean the performance for com-
pensation of any service requiring substantial specialized judgment
and skill based on knowledge and application of principles of nursing
derived from the biological, physical and social sciences, such as
responsible supervision of a patient requiring skill in observation of
symptoms and reactions and the accurate recording of the facts, or the
supervision and teaching of other persons with respect to such princi-
ples of nursing, or in the administration of medications and treat-
ments as prescribed by a licensed physician or a licensed dentist, or
the application of such nursing procedures as involve understanding of
cause and effect in order to safeguard life and health of a patient
and others." (1945,c.96, 81; 1965,¢.120)

Section 3. Purposes of the Law. Who May Practice

3.1 Article 7, Chapter 30, Section 2, Code of West Vir-
ginia states: "...in order to safeguard life and health, any person
practicing or offering to practice registered professional nursing in
this state for compensation shall hereafter be required to submit
evidence that he or she is qualified so to practice, and shall be
licensed as hereinafter provided. After the thirtieth day of June,
one thousand nine hundred sixty-five, it shall be unlawful for any
person not licensed under the provisions of this article to practice
or to offer to practice registered professional nursing in this state,
or to use any title, sign, card or device to indicate that such per-
son is a registered professional nurse." (1945,c.96,82; 1965,c.120)

3.2 ONLY PERSONS HOLDING A CURRENT WEST VIRGINIA LICENSE
MAY PRACTICE REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSING IN WEST VIRGINIA.

Section 4. Powers of the Board

4.1 Article 7, Chapter 30, Section 4, Code of West Virgin-
ia states "...The board is hereby authorized and empowered to:

(a) Adopt and, from time to time, amend such rules and re-

gulations, not inconsistent with this article as may be necessary to
enable it to carry into effect the provisions of this article;

page 2




Board of Registered Nurses
Legislative_Rules

Chapter 30-7

Series 1 Sec. 4

(b) Prescribe standards for educational programs preparing
persons for licensure to practice registered professional nursing un-
der this article;

(e) Provide for surveys of such educational programs at
such times as it may deem necessary;

(d) Accredit such educational programs for the preparation
of practitioners of registered professional nursing as shall meet the
requirements of this article and of the board;

(e) Deny or withdraw accreditation of educational programs
for failure to meet or maintain prescribed standards required by this
article and by the board;

() Examine, license and renew the license of duly quali-
fied applicants;

(g) Conduct hearings upon charges calling for discipline
of a licensee or revocation or suspension of a license..."
(1945,c.96,86; 1965,c.120)

Section 5. Purpose of Accreditation

5.1 Protection of the public through evaluation of pre-
service professional nursing programs in terms of the criteria
hereinafter set forth.

5.2 Improvement in the quality of nursing care through the
improvement of nursing education.

5.3 Guidance of prospective students in the selection of
approved nursing programs.

5.4 Assurance of eligibility for state licensure to grad-
uates of state accredited nursing programs.

Section 6. Policies for Accreditation of Professional Nursing
Programs
6.1 Philosophy, Purpose and Objectives

There shall be no standardization. Each program shall
be expected to have a clearly stated educational philosophy, purposes,
and objectives which are realistic, educationally and socially accept-
able, and which meet public expectation.

6.1.1 A program shall be expected to show that its program
is designed to achieve the purposes stated, and that the faculty is
competent to carry out the program.
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Chapter 30-7

Series 1 Sec. 6

6.2 Curriculum

A professional nursing program shall be judged by
the total curriculum offered. The adequacy of instruction shall be
evaluated on the basis of the methods used, the grading system, the
performance of students on standardized tests and the state licens-
ing examinations. The faculty shall endorse and teach ethical
practices which are in keeping with the American Nurses' Association
Code of Ethics, the philosophy and purposes of the school, and the
expectations of students and the public.

6.3 Administration

The administration of the professional nursing program
shall be evaluated in terms of the general system of administrative
control, administration of the curriculum, and business administra-
tion, including financial accounting, projected expenditures, and
the system of records and reports.

6.4 Faculty

Faculty competency shall be evaluated in terms of the
individual's general and professional education and experience, and
also in terms of the ability and adequacy of the group. Instructors
should be prepared in their chosen fields, and well grounded in teach-
ing techniques and functions. Such factors as professional, social
and civic interests and activities, contributions to the nursing
literature, and professional growth will be given consideration.

6.5 Students

Policies for students shall be evaluated by considera-
tion of: the criteria for admission, promotion and graduation; pro-
visions for orienting and counseling students; extra-professional
activities; disciplinary procedures; and financial assistance.

6.6 Resources, Facilities and Services

6.6.1 The physical facilities shall be evaluated in terms of
the adequacy and maintenance of offices, classrooms, laboratories,
auditorium, and recreational facilities and resources.

6.6.2 The facilities of the library shall be evaluated on
the basis of the number and variety of authoritative up-to-date
general and special reference and other books, journals and peri-
odicals. Evidence of their use shall be considered.

6.6.3 Clinical facilities shall be evaluated (1) in terms of
their potential for implementation of the curriculum,(2) the ratio of
patients to students, and (3) standards of nursing care.

page 4
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Chapter 30-7

Series 1 Sec. 6

6.7 ‘Evaluation

The evaluation of a nursing program shall include
attention to the policies adopted by the faculty for self-study
and improvement.

Section 7. Establishment Of A New Program of Professional Nursing

7.1 Application for Legal Accreditation

7.1.1 An institution desiring to be accredited by the Board
for the preparation of practitioners of registered professional nurs-
ing shall file an application with the Board, together with the in-
formation required and a fee of fifty dollars.

7.1.2 The institution shall submit written evidence that:
(a) it is prepared to give a program of nursing education which meets
the standards prescribed by the Board and (b) it is prepared to meet
all other standards prescribed in this article and by the Board.

7.2 Instruction and Practice in the Nursing Program

7.2.1 Instruction and practice may be secured in one or more
institutions approved by the Board.

7.2.2 The institution or institutions with which the school
is to be affiliated shall be surveyed by the executive secretary of
the board.

7.2.3 If, in the opinion of the Board, the requirements for
an accredited school to prepare practitioners of registered profes-
sional nursing are met, it shall approve the school as an accredited
school.

Section 8. Accreditation of Nursing Program

8.1 Visits and Surveys

8.1.1 The Board shall establish dates for the executive
secretary to survey all nursing programs.

8.1.2 The executive secretary shall prepare a written re-
port of the visit to submit to the Board.

8.2 Maintenance of Accreditation Standards

If the Board determines that an accredited program
is not maintaining the standards required by the Board, notice
thereof in writing specifying the defect or defects shall be
immediately given to the school.
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Chapter 30-7

Series 1 Sec. 8

8.3 Accreditation of an Existing Program When Owner-
ship and Control Are Changed

8.3.1 When a change of ownership and control of a program
is contemplated, a ninety day notice of such intended change shall
be sent to the Board.

8.3.2 The controlling body expecting to assume responsibil-
ity for the program shall immediately make application for accredita-
tion according to the procedure outlined in the law.

8.3.3 If the information submitted is satisfactory to the
Board and if the owner or controlling body which will be responsible
for the new program desires to comply with the recommendations of
the Board, it may be provisionally accredited.

Section 9. Loss of Accreditation

9.1 Loss of Accreditation Through Failure to Meet
Standards

A school which fails to correct deficiencies to the
satisfaction of the Board within a reasonable time shall be removed
from the list of accredited schools.

9.2 Loss of Accreditation Through Change of Organization
When a program changes ownership or control, accred-
itation will be automatically withdrawn. (For procedure whereby
program may be continued see 8.3)
9.3 Loss of Accreditation When Last Student Graduates
The accreditation of a program will be automatically
withdrawn on the day the last student completes curriculum require-

ments of the program that is closing.

Section 10. Closing of a Program

10.1 The Board shall be advised in writing of the intent
to close the program by those responsible for it.

10.2 A plan which will safeguard the quality of instruc-
tion and practice during the closing period, and provide for trans-
fer of students and custody of records shall be submitted to the
Board for consideration and approval.
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Series 1 Sec. 11

Section 11, Reports from Nursing Programs to the Board

11. The following reports are to be submitted to the
Board:

11.1 Qualifications of Faculty and The Nurse Administrator.

At the time of appointment the school shall submit to
the Board on special forms, a record of the qualifications of the
faculty member or the nurse administrator.

11.2 Major Changes in the Nursing Curriculum or the
Nursing Program.

11.2.1 Nine copies of the proposed major changes in the
curriculum or nursing program pattern currently approved by the Board
shall be sent to the Board office one month in advance of a regular
Board meeting.

11.2.2 Changes shall not be effected unless and until
official approval is received.

11.2.3 Whenever possible the nurse administrator should
plan to be present at the board meeting to explain and clarify
points as they come up for discussion and consideration.

11.2.4 Major changes are considered to be:
(1) Changes in philosophy, purposes, objectives,
conceptual framework and implementation thereof, other than

sentence structure.

(2) Change in total number of credits of the
nursing program.

(3) Change, addition, or deletion of clinical
facilities.

11.2.5 The copies of the request for major changes in the
curriculum or program are to include:

(1) 01d curriculum and/or program
(2) New curriculum and/or program.
(3) Rationale for change.
11.3 Annual Report of Nursing Program
An annual report is required from each program on
forms furnished by the Board. The original and eight copies of the

report should be submitted to the Board. Included in the report

shall be data on:
page 7/
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Series 1 Sec. 11

11.3.1 Progress toward achievement of plans and objectives
of the program as stated in previous annual report.

11.3.2 Description of the preparation and qualifications
of faculty members. The continued professional development and
other accomplishments of the faculty.

11.3.3 Policies used for selection, promotion, and
graduation of students.

11.3.4 Policies followed in safeguarding the health and
well being of students.

11.3.5 Data on current student enrollment (including admis-
sions, graduations, and attrition); and faculty responsibilities.

11.3.6 Development, evaluations, and changes in the school
curriculum plan.

11.3.7 Annual fiscal report for the nursing program.
11.4 Self-Evaluation Study

11.4.1 At the request of the Board the faculty of a nursing
program shall engage in a thorough evaluation of the nursing program.
The study shall be based on the rules and regulations, "Criteria
for the Evaluation and Accreditation of Professional Nursing
Programs."

11.4.2 The Self-Evaluation activities shall include:

11.4.2.1 An evaluation of the validity of the philosophy
and the objectives in terms of current trends and needs in nursing
education.

11.4.2.2 An evaluation of the extent to which the nursing
program is achieving the objectives, based on an analysis of all of
its activities.

11.4.2.3 Identification of the methods by which the objec-
tives may be more fully attained.

11.5 The Written Self-Evaluation Report

11.5.1 The Self-Evaluation Report shall follow the format
provided by the Board.

11.5.2 Submit nine copies of the written Self-Evaluation
Report along with nine copies of the current catalog to the Board
one month prior to the scheduled Board visit.

11.5.3 The Self-Evaluation Report and the Visitgrs' Report
will be used by the Board for the evaluation of the nursing program
for accreditation status.
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