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SERIES %2,
AL
SubjEttgz’// Regulations for Public Hearings to be Held Before

Beginning Constructicn, Acquisition or Renovation
of New Facilities or Existing Facilities Not
Currently Being Used as Jails for Use as a Regional
Jail or Prison Facility -

Section 1. General
1.1 Scope - Chapter 31, Article 20, Section % of the

West Virginia Code of 1931, as amended, mandates that the West Virginia
regional jail and prison authority promulgate rules and regulations

for the public hearings required to be held prior to beginning construc-
tion, acquisition or renovaticn of any new facility or any existing
facility not then used as a jail for use as.a regional jail or prison
facility. Rules for notice and other procedures of said public hearings
shall be as similar as practicable to those hearings conducted regarding
the constructicn of bridges by the West Virginia department of highways.

1.2 Authority - W.Va. Code §31-20-5.

1.3 Filing Date - February-g; 1987

1.4 Effective Date - Marchigg 1987

1.5 Repeal of Former Rule - Not applicable inasmuch as

the West Virginia regional jail and prison authority is a new government
instrumentality created July 1, 1985. W.Va. Code §31-20-3. ‘

Section 2. - Application and Enforcement - These procedural rules
shall apply to the West Virginia regicnal jail and prison authority,
its board and any and all individuals desiring to attend or to address
the board. The enforcement of these regulations shall be vested with
the Chairman of the West Virginia regional jail and prison authority.

Section 3. Definitions )
3.1 Authority - The West Virginia regional jail and prison

authority.
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3.2 Regicnal Jjeil or prison facility - Any facility authorized
by W.Va. Code §31-20-1 et seq. '

Section 4. - Public Hearings - Before beginning constructien,
acquisition or renovation of a regional jail or prison facility except
in the case of the acquisition and renovation of an existing facility
used as a Jail, prison or secure Tacility for the detention of juveniles
or other invceluntarily commitited or confined persons. the authority
shall hold a public hearing for comrent on all aspects relating to

the advisability of the use of the site for that regional jail or

prison facility.

Section 5. Notice

5.1 Pricr to said public hearing, the authority shall
give notice to the public by causing to be published a Class II legal
advertisement in each county tc be served by the regional Jjail or
prison facility. The authority shall attempi to ensure that the first
notice shall appear at least ten days prior to said public hearing.
The notice shall contain the following information:

a. The time, date, place and purpose of the pubiic hearing.
b. A description of the project.
c. A statement that the social, economic and environmental

effects of the projects will be expiained and discussed at the public
hearing.

d. A tentative schedulz for property acquisition, relocation
assistance, if any, and construction.

a. A map or drawing, if possibie.

. A description of the material to be available at

the public hearing and the Tocation at which such descriptive information
is avajlable for inspection and copying.

5.2 A press release giving the time, date, place and
purpose of the public hearing shall be given to radic, television
and newspapers in and serving the counties to be served by fthe regional
Jail or prison facitiity.

5.3 The maps or drawings, if available, and information
descriptive of the project shall be available for inspection and copying
at the authority's office and at Teast one location in each county
to be served by the regional Jjail or prison facility. Said county
Tocation may be the office of the clerk of the county commission,
mayor's officer or library.
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Section 6. Conduct of Hearings

6.1 The public hearing shall be moderated by a member
or employse of the autherity and the authority shall ensure persons
capable of explaining all aspects of the project attend the public
hearing.

6.2 The public hearing shall begin with a presentation
which shall include, but not be Timited to, the following:

a. The need for the project.

b. The alternative courses of actien.

c. Alternative project lccations and major features.

d. The social, economic, environmental and other effects

of the project and the consistency with the local planning goais and
cbjectives.

6.3 The moderator shall then allow public comment and
questions. Wide Tlatitude shall be given public comment and questions,
but the moderator may impose reasonable time 1imits.

6.4 The moderator will announce that written comments
will be accepted by the authority for ten days following the public
hearing.

6.5 _ A verbatim transcript of the public hearing shall
be made and maintained at the authority office and will be available
for public inspection.

page 3



