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Section 1. General

1.1

Scope - This rule establishes the policy regarding
accreditation and approval cf degree-granting institutions.

1.2 Authority - West Virginia Code %18-26-13a
3

1.3 Filing Date — June 23, 1987

1.4

Effective Date - July 20, 1987

ij;][ 22
Section 2. Dafinitions

2.1 The term "higher educaticnal institution"
institution as defined by Sections 401 (£),

Higher Educaticn Facilities Act of 1963,
any private proprietary

means any
(g), (h) of the Federal

as amended, and also means
educational instituticn

located in West
Virginia and operated for profit which offers one ©or more programs
leading to a degree. In addition, "higher educational instituticn"
means any institution located

cutside West Virginia which offers
courses or degree programs in West Virginia.

2.2
whereby cne

"Instituticonal accreditation®
agencies has

or more of the f£ollowing

means the process
granted pubklic

institutional accreditation
recognition to a

higher educational
nen-profit institution indicating that the institution meets estadb-
lished standards of gquality, as determined through an initial and
periodic self—studxfénd evaluation by peers: the American Associ-
ation of Biblg Colleges, the Middle States Association . of Colleges.
and Schools, "the New England Association of Schools and Colleges,

the North' Central Association w©of Colleges and Schocls, the

Northwest Association of Scheols and Colleges, the Scuthern Associ-

ation of Colleges and Schools, and the Western Association of

Schools and Colleges.

"Instituticnally accredited" means that the
institution has been granted such accreditation.
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2.3 "Accreditation and approval by the Board of
Regents" (or "approval by the Board of Regents") means the process
whereby a higher educaticonal institution is granted & right %o
award degrees or offer courses in West Virginia, pursuant to
Chapter 18, Article 26, Section 13a ©of the West Virginia Code.
“accredited and approved by the/Board of Regents"” (or "approved by
the Board ¢f Regents") means that the institution has been granted
such accreditation and approval. T

2.4 . "Degree means any earned award which represents
satisfactory completion of the regquirements of a program, Or course
of study, or any instruction beyendTor apart from the seccndary
level fof gréater duration than eleven months of full-time study. A
program or course cf study of eleven months or less comes under the

Jurisdiction of the West Virginia Department of Education. A
schocol operating with a license granted under Chapter 30 o©f the
West Virginia Code may be exempt. Vocational-Taechnical Centers

operated Dby counties within the State Department of Education
guidelines are exempt. '

2.5 "Degree progran” means a curriculum or course of
study of greater duration than eleven months of full-time study in
a discipline or field that leads to a degree.

2.6 "Course" means a formally organized, structured
series of meetings cpen to the general public, for which a fee is
charged and for which credit toward a degree elther is awarded or
may reascnably be understood to be applicable to a Tegree with the
intent o©f imparting information -or understanding at a leval
appropriate to a postsecondary audience. -

Section 3. Accreditation and Approval of Higher Educational
Institutions o
3.7 Any "higher educational " instituticon Thaving its

principal place of operation in West Virginia (1) which desires to
cffer degrees, (2} which meets the Treguirements and provides
avidence of institutional accreditation by an appropriate
institutional accreditation agency - didentified in Section 2.2 of
these rules, and (3) which has ifvited a representative from the
West Virginia Board of Regents ™ to participate 1in the process
leading tc such institutional zccreditation, shall be appreoved by
the Beoard of Regents to offer, for the duration of such
institutiocnal accreditation, those degrees for which the
instituticn 1s institutionally accredited.
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3.2 Any higher educaticonal institution Thaving its
principal place of operation in West Virginia which desires
to offer courses and/or degrees, but.floes not meet the
criteria specified in Section 2.2 cf these rules, c¢r Thas not
received the instituticonal accreditation specified in Section
2.2 of these rules, may & approved by the Board o¢f Regents
for a2 period of up to four years feollewing satisfactory
completion of theoroveédures set forth in Secticon 4 of these
rules. The visiting team evaluation will be based upon the
standards of the appropriate instituticonal accrediting agency
as well as those found in Secticn 6 of these rules.

3.3 = Any higher educaticnal institution presently
approved by the Board of Regents to offer degrees will
automatically <ontinue such approval until the next
evaluaticon by the Board of Regents visiting committee. This

evaluaticn should e conducted within two vears from the date
cf passage ©of this document.

3.4 Any higher educaticnal institution Thaving its
principal place of operation outside West Virginia which
desires to offer dedgrees within West Virginia must be
approved by the Board of Regents. Such approval may be for a
period of up to four .vyears. The documentation regquired for
this apprdVaEl/snall~—¥HcItde, but shall not be limited to:
(1) evidence'of accreditation by an appropriate instituticnal
accreditation agency identified in Section 2.2 o©f these
rules, or .(2) evidence of a satisfactory evaluation conducted
by the  Board of Regents and based on the standards of an
appropriate institutional accreditation agency identified in
Section 2.2 of these rules, which evaluation shall have been
conducted, . in accordance with the procedures specified in
Sectiongg-of these rules. In making 1ts determination, the
Board of  Regents will consider whether the proposed degree
program cor pregrams duplicate existing offerings__of other
higher educaticonal institutions at the locaticn or locaticns
for which approval is reguested.,

3.5 Any Thigher educaticnal instituticn which
offers degrees at its principzl place of operation outside
West Virginia and which wishes to offer courses (but not a
degree program) in West Virginia, leading to a degree which
would be awarded either within cr outside West Virginia, must
be authorized by the Board of Regents to cffer such specified
courses. The authorization may be granted for a period of
one year at a specified location or locations, with an
application for renewal of the authorization reguired toc ke
filed annually with the Board of Regents at least 90 calendar
days prior to the expiration of the authorizaticn.
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3.5.1 Such autherization will noct constitute
accreditation or approval by the Board of Regents or by the
State of West Virginia, and. any materials provided to
prospective or enrclled students must not state or imply that
the institution is g0 accredited cor approved.

2.5.2 In makin its determination, +the Board of
Regents will consider (in addition to the number and range of
courses proposed to bBe offered) whether the applicant

institution is instituticnally accredited, whether the
proposed courses duplicate existing offerings of other higher
educaticonal institutions at the specified location or

locaticons, and whether diplomas or certificates are proposed
to be awarded.

3.5.3 At i1ts discreticon, the Board of Regents may
reguire the institution to follow the procedures specified in
Section 4 of these rules.

. 3.6 ‘"Any higher educaticnal institution which
provides evidence that it _has achlieved candidacy status, but
is not vet accredited by an institutional accreditation
agency identified in Sectlion 2.2 of these rules, may Dbe
granted provisional approval by the Board of Regents to award
degrees for a pericd of one or twe years, subiject to renewal
for additional one-~vear periods and under such ceonditions and
limitations as the Board may specilify. During such period of
provisional approval, the institution must £ile an annual
report with the Board of Regents, presenting evidence of
satisfactory progress toward instituticnal accreditation.
Upcn receipt of evidence of institutional accreditation, the
Board of Regents shall grant approval to the institution.
Failure to achieve institutional accreditaticn may result in
a suspension of the instituticn's provisicnal approval tc
award degrees until the deficiencies leading to a denial of
institutional acereditation have been corrected.

3.7 Any higher educational instituticn which is
seeking institutional accreditation from an accrediting
agency identified in Section 2.2 of these rules,. may apply
for approval by the Bocard of Regents by submitting the
self-study report and other documentation used by the
institutional accreditation agency, together with the report
cf the visiting committee and the final repcort of the
institutional accreditation agency. Following a review of
these materials and upon receipt of satisfactory evidence of
institutional accreditation, the Board of Regents shall grant
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appreval to the institution. 2An institution which is net
institutionally accredited, but which is initiating a review
by an institutional accreditation agency, shall invite a
representative from the Board of Regents to participate in
the visitation. The representative shall receive the same
set of evaluation documents as 4o the members of the visiting
committee, and the applicant institution shall ©Dbear the
actual and reascnable eXxpense3 associated with the Board cof
'Regents! representatives participation in the visitation.

Section 4. Procedures for First Time Instituticnal
Approval

4.1 Procedures for the accreditation and approval
cf higher educaticonal institutions which are nct

institutionally accredited by one of the assoclations listed
in Section 2.2 of these rules, and are degigned to offer
courses and degrees, as defined herein, o©f greater than
eleven months in duration, for +the £first time 1in West
Virginia are as follows:

4.2 p=y preliminary conference will be Theld,
involving the appropriate senior administrators of the
institution and members of the staff ¢f the Board of Regents,
for the purpose of discusgsing the guidelines £for evaluation.
The guidelines will conform with state and nationally
accepted  standards appropriate £or the degree programs
proposed to be offered.

4.3 The instituticn will conduct an Instituticnal
self-study in accordance with the criteria and standards
agreed con during the ccnference between the institution and
the staff of the Board of Regents.

4.4 The institution must present evidence that it
has secdured a surety bond in acccocrdance with regulations
established by the State Department cof Education.

4.5 The Chancellor of the West Virginia Board of
Regents will appoint a visiting committee, compgsed of three
to five members, to visit the instituticon. The visiting

cemmittee will 1include appropriately gualified persons who
may be chosen from public or private higher educational
institutions in West Virginia or in other states, the staff
of the West Virginia Board of Regents, West Virginia
Department of Educaticn, and Office of the Attorney General.
The institution may challenge the selection of individual
visiting committee members for prcper cause.
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4.6 " The imstitution will bear the actual and
reasonable expenses ¢f the members of the visiting committee.
Travel by private automobile will be reimcursed at the
authgrized rate. Members cof the visiting committee who are
not/employees £ the State of West Virginia will receive £ronm
the’institution an honorarium cf $100 per day.

4.7 The visiting committee will submit 1ts report
and ~recommendations 1in writing to the Chancellor for
transmittal to }é Joint Committee compcocsed of persons
designated by thd Board of Regents and the State Department
cf Educaticon. = Comments and recommendations will accompany

the repocrt.  Before the Joint Committee receives the report,-

the Chancellor will send it to the applicant institution for
comments.

4.8 If the Joint Committee dces not recommend
approval or authorizaticn and the Board of Regents concurs,
the representatives -of the institution shall be afforded an
opportunity, at the iInstitution's reguest, to present
information, statements, and views which the institution
deems appropriate concerning its application for approval or
authorization by the Board. _ZFhe institution may appeal the
Board's decision within 30" calendar days of receiving
notification of the Board's action, by means of a letier to
the Chancellcr. The institution sheall not enroll students in
a prcecgram until Board of Regents approval is granted.

4.9 Approval may be granted for periods of one to

four years. On—-site evaluations may be conducted as needed
in accordance with Section 6.1 of these rules.

Section 5. Aopreoval to Offer New or Additicnal Degres

FPrograms
5.1 Any higher educaticnal institution which is
accredited by an instituticnal accreditation agency

identified in Section 2.2 of these rules, and which is
approved by the Beoard of Regents in acgordance with the
policy and procedures set forth herein may modifvy degree
programs which were previcusly appreoved, without special
action by the RBcard of Regents.  The institution also may
Yegquest approval to offer new cr additional degree programs
in West Virginia at the degree level or levels for which it
is instituticnally accredited. At the discretion of the
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Chancellor of the Rcard of Regents, procedures under Section
5.3 of these rules may be reguired before approval is
granted.

5.2 Any Thigher educatioconal institution which is
not instituticnally accreditad oy an institutional
accreditation agency i1dentified in Section 2.2 of these
rules, but which is approved by the Board of Regents to award
degrees, may request approval to offer new or additional
degree programs in West Virginia by submitting an application
te the Board of Regents, at least 20 calendar days prior to
planned implementation, reguesting that the rrogram or
programns be reviewed by a visiting committee and incorporated
into the ingtitution’'s approval by the Board.

5.3 A visiting committee will be appointed by the
Chancellor and may include members as specified 1in Section
4.5 of these rules.

5.4 The institution will be given 30 days to
comment upcn the report and reccmmendaticns of the visiting
committes before it 1is considered for approval by the Joint
Committee. The Iinstitution will not be allowed tc offer or
advertise the degree program until approval is granted by the
Board of Regents.

5.5 Approval may be granted for periods of one to

four years. Cn site evaluations may be conducted as needed
in accordance with Section &.1.

Section 6. Additional Considerations

6.1 In meeting its statutory obligations, the
Board of Regents reserves the right to conduct additicnal
inguiries as may be reguired, or to cause such inguiries to
be conducted by other agencies or offices. Any allegation or
complaint of deceptive practices or possible violations of
law or regulation will be referred to the Consumer Protection
Division of the Office c¢f the Attorney General.

6.2 In addition, the B2Board of Regents shall be
notified by the instituticon of all findings and actions which
may affect the Board of Regents determination of the
institutions approval toc grant degrees or authorization to
offer courses in West Virginia.

Page 7




Pclicy Bulletin No. 15

WV Board ¢©f Regents
Interpretative Rule, 18-26
Series I, Section 6.3

6.3 tudent financial obligations may be incurred
only for the present rperiod of instructicn (gquarter,

semester, ete.) and in no
month period.

event may exceed more than a five

Adopted as Policy Bulletin #41
on February 20, 1979
Revised: December 1, 1982

Adopted as Policy Rulletin #15
on Qctober 8, 1971

(Replaces Policy Bulletin #41)

Revised: May 9, 1972

Revised: April 6, 1976

Revised: June 2, 1987

Page 8




