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TITLE 150

LEGISLATIVE RULE

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

SERIES 24

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR 

DISCOUNTED TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES
'150-24-1.  General.
1.1.  Scope.  --  These rules govern the procedure for receiving discounted intrastate telecommunications services for eligible schools and libraries as initially established by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in its May 8, 1997 AReport and Order,@ in In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, FCC 97-157 (Released, May 8, 1997).

1.2.  Authority.  --  W. Va. Code ''24-1-1, 24-1-7, 24-2-1, 24-2-2.

1.3.  Filing Date.  --  March 31, 1998.

1.4.  Effective Date.  --  June 1, 1998.

1.5.  Definitions.  --  In the interpretation and application of these rules, the Commission adopts and incorporates, as if fully set forth  herein, the definitions set forth in 47 C.F.R. ''54.5 and 54.500, attached as Appendix I to the Federal Communications Commission=s AReport and Order,@ in In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket 96-45, FCC 97-157 (Released, May 8, 1997).

'150-24-2.  Eligibility.
Eligibility of schools and libraries for a discount on intrastate telecommunications services shall be determined in accordance with 47 CFR '54.501.

'150-24-3.  Discount Mechanism.
Discounts on intrastate telecommunications services for eligible schools and libraries shall be set as a percentage discount from the pre-discount price.

3.1.  Discount Percentages --

The discounts available to eligible schools and libraries for intrastate telecommunications services shall range from twenty percent (20%) to ninety percent (90%) of the pre-discount price for all eligible intrastate services provided by eligible providers, as defined in 47 CFR Part 54, Subpart F.  The discounts available to a particular school, library, or consortium of only such entities shall be determined by indicators of poverty to high cost.

3.1.1.  For schools and school districts, the level of poverty shall be measured by the percentage of their student enrollment that is eligible for a free or reduced price lunch under the national school lunch program or a federally-approved alternative mechanism.  Counties or the State, applying for eligible services on behalf of their individual schools, may calculate the county-wide percentage of eligible students using a weighted average.  For example, a county would divide the total number of students in the county eligible for the national school lunch program by the total number of students in the county to compute the county-wide percentage of eligible students.  Alternatively, the county could apply on behalf of individual schools and use the respective percentage discounts for which the individual schools are eligible.

3.1.2.  For libraries and library consortia, the level of poverty shall be based on the percentage of the student enrollment that is eligible for a free or reduced price lunch under the national school lunch program or a federally-approved mechanism in the public school district or county in which they are located.  If the library is not in a school district then its level of poverty shall be based on an average of the percentage of students eligible for the national school lunch program in each of the school districts that children living in the library=s location attend.  Library systems applying for discounted services or facilities on behalf of their individual branches shall calculate the system-wide percentage of eligible families using, an unweighted average based on the percentage of the student enrollment that is eligible for a free or reduced price lunch under the national school lunch program in the public school district in which they are located for each of their branches or facilities.

3.2.  Classification of Schools and Libraries --

Schools and libraries shall be classified as Aurban@ or Arural@ based on location in an urban or rural area, according to the following designations.

3.2.1.  Schools and libraries located in metropolitan counties, as measured by the federal Office of Management and Budget=s Metropolitan Statistical Area method, shall be designated as urban, except for those schools and libraries located within metropolitan counties identified by census block or tract in the Goldsmith Modification.

3.2.2.  Schools and libraries located in non-metropolitan counties, as measured by the Office of Management and Budget=s Metropolitan Statistical Area method, shall be designated as rural.  Schools and libraries located in rural areas within metropolitan counties identified by census block or tract in the Goldsmith Modification shall also be designated as rural.

'150-24-4.  Matrix.
The matrix attached as ATable A@ shall be used to set a discount rate to be applied to eligible intrastate services and facilities purchased by eligible schools, school districts, libraries, or library consortia based on the institution=s level of poverty and location in an Aurban@ or Arural@ area.

'150-24-5.  Consortia.
Consortia applying for discounted services or facilities on behalf o their members shall calculate the portion of the total bill eligible for a discount using a weighted average based on the share of the pre-discount price for which each eligible school or library agrees to be financially liable.  Each eligible school, county, library or library consortia will be credited with the discount to which it is entitled.

'150-24-6.  Application for Funding.
Application for discounts on intrastate telecommunications services provided to schools and libraries under this section shall be made in accordance with 47 C.F.R. Part 54, Subpart F.

'150-24-7.  Funding of Discounts.
Funding for discounts on intrastate telecommunications services provided to schools and libraries under this section shall be provided from the federal universal service fund in accordance with 47 CFR Part 54, Subpart F.
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	<1
	20
	25

	1-19
	
40
	
50

	
20-34
	
50
	
60

	
35-49
	
60
	
70

	
50-74
	
80
	
80
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90
	
90
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