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GENERAL ORDER NO. 234 '
IN THE MATTER OF Reduced Rates for

Cartain Low-Income Residential
Customers of Telephone Service.

TRTATE
3

1
1

‘ (3“!

ABSTEACT OF PROMULGATION HISTORY

On March 3, 1%86, the .West Virginia ILegislature passad
Enrclled Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 165, to be effective
July 1, 1%86. The Act amends certaln sections of Chapters 11 and
24 of the West Virginia Code, creating tel-assistance service which
provides reduced rates for designated low-income residential
custemers of <telephone service. . In accordance with Senate Bill
165, the Public Service Commission is required to promulgate
to effectuate the tel-assistance service within 120
effective date. West Virginia Cocde §24-2C-4.

rules
days of the

In passing Senate Bill 165, the Legislature found that recent
changes in the telecommunications industry have begun tc exert an
upward pressure on rates for basic telephone service,

. anticipatory acticn should be

and that

taken to preserve the universal

which has been substantially
as universal

achieved in this
telephone service is of utmost importance to
the State and its citizens. West Virginia Code §24-2C-1.

telephone service
State,

On July 28, 1286,

the Commission promulgated emergency
davs,

to ensure that rules and regulations would be in effect within
the

rules
as reguired by West Virginia Code §24-2C-4(b},
puklic

1z20C
and to protect
service in an

interest in
expeditious manner.

yniversal telephone

On September 24, 1986, the Commission issued General Order No.
234 initiating a proceeding to promulgate rules to effectuate the
legislative mandate contained in West Virginia Code §24-2C-1.
Adeguate rnotice of the propesed rulemaking and ceoples of the
preoposed rules were provided to interested parties pursuant to
September 24, 1987 order
seg. All°  interested "parties

the

and the West Virginia Code §28A-3-4, et
were affcecrded the opportunity to

submit written comments to the Commission on or before October
1286, at-12:00 noca.’ T T - ’

24,
Upon review of the comments submitted by various parties, the
Commission determined that one propesed modification should be
adopted. Therefore, on April 24,
rules hereinafter set forth

1287, the Ceommission adopted the
as the Rules and Regulations for

the
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of Telephcne Utilities as final rules to become

Government 7
after promulgation, in accordance with West

effective sixty days
Virginia Code §24-1-7.
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NOTICE OF AGENCY ADOPTICN

RULE TITLE: RULES AND REGUILATIONS TFOR THE GOVERNMENT OF TELEHONE

UTILITIES - Rule 10.00 Reduced Rates For Certain Low-Inccme

Regidential Telephone Service.

RULE TYPE: Legislative.

The attached rule constitutes the official rule adopted by the

Public Service Commission of West Virginia on April 24, 1987, and

Wt/ B i

Michael D. Greer
Chairman.

. filed with the Secretary of State.
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IISCAL NOTE

This is a fiscal note issued pursuant to §§2%A-3-4, 29A-3-5,

29A-3-2 and 24-1-7 of the West Virginia Code, relating to General
Crder Ne. 234, Reduced Rates for Certain Low-Income Residential
Cugtomers of Teleprhone Service.

I.

IT.

IIT.

OBJECTIVES OF THE RULE

The purpese of these rules and regulaticons 1s to estakbklish
procedures Tor the effectuation of the legislative mandates
expressed in §24-2C-1 of the West Virginia Code. The rules
and regulations relate o tel-assistance service which pro-
vides raduced rates for designated low-income residential
customers low-income residential customers of telephcne
service. S : C

_COST OF IMPLEMENTING THE PROPOSED RULES

A. Cost of Implementaticn for the State

The administration and enforcement of these rules will
regquire no new personnel, eguipment or supplies and will
regquire ne substantial changes in work assignments or
procedures.

B....Cost of Implementation for Persons Affected by the
Proposed Rule - : :

The administration o¢f these rules will require no new
personnel, eguipment or supplies and therefore the cost
to telepheone utilities as a result of this rulemaking
will be minimal.

THE EFFECT THIS MEASURE WILL HAVE ON THE COSTS OR REVENUES OF
STATE GOVERNMENT (Information recuired by fiscal notes for
either House of the Legislature.)

This rulemaking will have no effect on the cost and revenues
of State Governmment except as set forth in Part IV of this
£iscal note.
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Iv.

DATE

ECCNOMIC IMPACT OF THE RULE ON THE STATE OR ITS RESIDENTS

In crder to provide the special reduced rate mandated by
§24-2C-1 of +the Code, the Commissicn shall determine, upon
application by an affected utility, that utility’s revenue
deficiency for thes utility’s taxable vear resulting from the
special reduced rates. a utility’s certified revenue
deficiency,l1lf any, resulting from the provision of tel-
agsistance service shall be allowed as a tax credlt against
the liakility of the utility pursuant to the provisions of
§11-13G-1 et seg. of the Code. After allowance cof such a tax
credit pursuant to the foregoing provisions, a utility’s
remaining certified revenue deficiency, 1f anv resulting from
the provisicns of tel-assistance service shall be allowed as a
tax credit against the liability of the utility pursuant to
the provisions of §ll-24-1la o¢f the Code. Consegquently, the
result will be that the State will rezlize less revenues by
not collecting the credited taxes.

April 24, 1987 AGENCY PublicqService Commigsion

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE >/ LA j&ibbﬂﬂ




