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TITLE 7
LEGISLATIVE RULES
WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF
REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

SERIES 1
REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD
OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

§7-1-1. General.

1.1, Scope. -- These legislative rules govern the
licensing of Professional Engineers and the operation
of the West Virginia Board of Registration.

1.2, Authority, -- W.Va. Code §30-13-5 et seq.
1.3. Filing Date. -- April 7, 1988
1.4, Effective Date. -- April 7, 1988

§7-1-2. Definitions.

2.1. "Code" meanstheofficial Code of West Virgin-
iz, as amended.

2.2, "EI'" means enginser intern.

2.3. "NCEE" means National Council of Engineer-
ing Examiners.

2.4. "PE" means professional engineer.

2.5. "ABET" means the Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology.

§7-1-3. Applications.

3.1, Registration as a professional engineer, --
Applicants for admission to the examination in the
principles and practice of engineering and applicants
for registration by comity must use the standard ap-
plication form for registration as a professional engi-
neer. Holders of a current council record of the Na-
tional Council of Engineering Examiners, who will
have the counci! record forwarded directly from Na-
tional Council, need fillinonlyitems 1,2,7,8and 9 of
the application form.

3.2. Certification as an engineer intern. -- Appli-
cants for admission to the examination in the funda-
mentals of engineering shall use the applicable appli-
cation form as specified by the Board.

3.3. Residence requirements. -- The board will
accept applications for PE registration from any per-
son who has previously been certified by this board as
an EI and grant registration upon satisfactory com-
pletion of the required examination, regardless of his

“then place of domicile: Provided, That not more than

twelve (12) years have elapsed since the date of origi-
nal issuance of the EI certificate,

The board will not otherwise accept applications
from any nonresident person who has not been previ-
ously registered in the state of his residence or state
of principal practice except as otherwise stated in
Rule 5.4.

§7-1-4. Examination.

4.1. Applicants for registration are required to
pass written examinations in conformance with the
statutory provisions of the code and the rules and reg-
ulations promulgated by the board, except as other-
wige stated herein,

4.2, Application dates. -- Applications for the
fundamentalsofengineering examination must bere-
ceived in the board office sixty (80) days prior to the
examination date, Applications for the principlesand
practice of engineering examination must be received
in the board office ninety {30) davs prior to the exami-
nation date.

4,3. Examinationschedule, --El and PE examina-
tions will be given in the spring and fall in the loca-
tion designated by the board.
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4.4, Examination content, -- The EI examination
will be the fundamentals of engineering and the PE
examination will be the principles and practice of en-
gineering as prepared and furnished by the NCEE,

4.5, Branchofengineering. -- Examinations willbe
given in those branches in which examinations are
prepared by the National Councii of Engineering Ex-
aminers. )

Successful applicants will be registered as a pro-
fessional engineer without reference to branch in ei-
ther their certificate or seal.

4.6. Readmission to examination. -- An applicant
who fails an examination may be readmitted to the
subsequent examination provided {a) that the appli-
cant has no appeal of the previous failure pending be-
fore the board or, (b) that after four (4) failures the
applicant must wait two (2) years and present satis-
factory evidence of additional study before being per-
mitted to reapply.

4,7, Graduates of board approved curricula, -
Those engineering curricula that hold ABET accredi-
tationare board approved engineering programs. Stu-
dents of board approved engineering curricula will be
admitted to the fundamentals of engineering exami-
nation immediately preceding their graduation or at
any time thereafter and may be certified as an ET up-
on successful completion of the examination. These
graduates mey apply for the examination in the Prin-
eiples and Practice of Engineering after four (4) years
of board approved engineering experience following
their graduation. '

The El examination must be taken and passed pri-
or to taking the PE examination.

A graduate of an engineering or related science
curriculum of four (4) years or more, with a specific
record of twenty (20) years or more of progressive ex-
perience on engineering projects of which at least ten
(10} years have been in responsible charge of impor-
tantengineering projects and of'z grade and character
which indicates to the board that the applicant may
be competent to practice engineering shall be admit-
ted to an eight (8) hour written examination in the
principles and practice of engineering. Registration
under this provision may not be recognized by other
boards. . .

Under unusual circumstances, applicants over fi-

fty (50} vears of age with twenty-five (25) years of
engineering experience and fifteen (15) years In re-
sponsible charge, may be registered after passing an
oral and/or short writien examination. Registration
under this provision may not be recognized by other
boards.

4.8. Graduates of board approved allied science
curricula. -- Graduates of board approved allied sci-
ence curricula may be admitted to the fundamentals
of engineering examination upon presentation ofevi-
dence of two (2) years of engineering experience un-
der the direct supervision of a professional engineer
and may be certified as an EI upon successful comple-
tion of the examination,

These graduates will be admitted to the examina-
tioninthe principles and practice of engineering after
they have completed an additional four (4) years of
engineering practice under the supervision of regis-
tered Professional Engineers who can attest to the en-
gineering nature of the work.

Four (4) year curricula in engineering technology
that are aceredited by ABET will be treated zs board
approved allied science degree.

4.9, Applicants withouta four(4) year engineering
or zllied science degree. ---Applicants without a four
{4) year college degree in engineering or an allied
science will be required to present satisfactory evi-
dence of ten {10) years of education and experience in
engineering under the supervision of registered Pro-
fessional Engineers who can attest to the engineering
nature of the work before admission to the examina-
tion in the fundamentals of engineering. The board
may request that the supervising registered Profes-
sional Engineers furnish affidavits testifyving to the
nature and extent of the engineering experience of the
applicant The board may require 2 personal inter-
view with the applicant before admission to the exam-
ination in the fundamentals of engineering.

These applicants may be admitted to the examina- |
tioninthe principles and practice of engineering efter
they have been certified as an EI

4.10. Appeals. An applicant may appeal a failing
crade on either examination, however, the appeal
may be made only within sixty (80) days of the date

_ the examination results are maliled from the board of-

fice.
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§7-1-5. Other Requirements For Registration.

5.1. References. -- Applicants applying for admis-
gion fo the examination in the prineiples and practice
of engineeringwill be required to submit the names of
three (3) professional and twe (2) character referenc-
es.

5.2. Transcript of grades. - The applicant shall
have transcripts of grades mailed direct from the
school or college to the board with the signature of the
proper school officer and the embossed seal of the
school.

5.3. Registration by ecomity. -- The board shall
evaluate the requirements which led to the granting
of prior registration in ancther state, and if they are
equivalent to that required by West Virginia at that
time, registration by comity may be granted.

All applicants for registration by comity will be
required to have passed sixteen (16) hours of written
examination unless specifically exempt under section
4.7.

5.4, Federal government personnel. -- Applicants
for registration who are members or employees of
governmental agencies of this nation, subject to fre-
quent transfers in the line of duty and who may not
have permanent home addresses, will be treated as
West Virginia residents if their assignments at that
time of application include duties In this state,

5.5. Experiencecradit for graduate work. -- A max-
imum of one (1) year experience credit will be given
for the completion of a board approved engineering
graduate program. However, four {4) years experi-
ence may not be attained in less than forty- eight (48)
months after receiving an approved four (4) year engi-
neering degree,

§7-1-6. Seal.

8.1. Each registrant, upon notification of registra-
tion, is authorized to obtain an official seal of the size
and design prescribed by the board. The seal shall
include the following information:

(a) State of registration
(b) Registrant's name

(¢) Registrant's registration number

(d) Contain the words "Registered Professional

Engineer.”
The seal may be embossed or a rubber stamp.

6.2. The official seal shall be affixed immediately
above the signature of the person preparing or re-
sponsible therefor in the following cases:

{a) Plans or documents filed or offered for filing
with any public body or agency.

(b) Plans, specifications. designs, sketches,
drawings, surveys, reports, etc., that may be or may
become a part of legal archives.

{¢) Plans and documents formally submitted to
contractors and clients,

(d) The first sheet of any bound documents,
however, said first sheet must bear & statement as to
the number of bound sheets. :

(e) Revisions to documents must be rumbered,
dated and initialed by the person whose seal appears
on the drawings,

(f) In the case of multiple sealings, the first or
title page shall be sealed and signed by all involved.

{g) In the case of a temporary permit issued to a
registrant of another state, the registrant shall use
his state of registration seal and shall 2ffix his signa-
ture and temporary permit to all his work.

8.3. Rubber stamp seal facsimiles may be used
when properly dzated and initialed where necessary
for document duplication.

6.4. Each registrant shall be held responsible for
the proper use of his seal.

§7-1-7. Fees.

7.1. The fees for the various board services are as
follows:

Engineering Intern
Application fee -- 315.00
Examination fee -- $206.00
Re-examination fee -- $25.00

Professicnal Engineer
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Avpplication fee -- §25.00
Examination fee -- $50.00
Re-examination fee -- $80.00
Initial registration fee -- $20.00

Allfees are due and must be paid prior to the serv-
ices being performed.

7.2. The penalty for late renewal will be ten per-
cent (10%) of the renewal fee for each month the cer-
tificate has lapsed up to six (8) months, after which
the renewal fee will be forty-five dollars (§45.00), up
to twenty-four (24) months. Affer twenty-four (24)
meonths, the registration is cancelled and the party
must rezpply.

7.3. The fee for replacement of a valid certificate
of registration shall be ten dollars ($10.00).

7.4, The cost of the biennial roster will be set by
the board.

§7-1-8. Disciplinary Proceedings.

8.1. Complaints. .- The hoard mey receive and in-
vestigate complaints pertaining to Professional Engi-
neers and the practice of engineering and make find-
ings thereon.

8.2. Revocation or suspension, -- The board may
suspend or revoke the certificate or registration of
any professional enginéer registered hereunder who
fails to conform to.rules of professional conduct as set
forth below.

8.3. Professional conduct, -- In order to safeguard
the life, health, property and welfare of the publie,
and to establish and maintain a high standard of in-
tegrity, skills and practice in the profession of engi-
neering, the fellowing rules of professional conduct
shall be binding upon every person holding a certifi-
cate of registration as a professional engineer and on
all partnerships or corporations or other legal entities
authorized to offer or perform engineering services in
this state.

Alipersonsregistered inthe State of West Virginia
arecharged with havingknowledge of the existence of
these rules of professional cenduct and shall be
deemed to be familiar with their several provisions
and to understand them. Such knowledge shall en-
compass the understanding that the practice of engi-

neering is a privilege, as opposed to a right and the

registrant shall be forthright and candid in his state-
ments or writien response to the board or its repre-
senfatives on matters pertaining to professional con-
duct.

THE PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER SHALL:

(a) Conduct his practice in order to protect the
public healih, safety and welfare.

He shall at all times recognize his primary obli-
gation to protect the safety, health and welfare of the
publicin the performance of his professional duties. If
his engineering judgment is overruled under circum-
stances where the safety, health and welfare of the |
public are endangered, he shall inform his employer
of the possible consequences and notify such other
proper authority of the situation, as may be appropri-
ate.

(b) Perform his services only in areas of his
competence,

(1) He shall underiake to perform engineer-
ing assignments only when qualified by education or
experience in the specific technical field of profession-
al engineering involved.

{2j He may accept an assignment requiring
education or experience outside of his own field of
competernce, but only to the extent that his services
are restricted to those phases of the project in which
he is qualified. All other phases of such project shall
be performed by qualified associates, consultants or
employess.

(3) He shall not affix his signature and/or
seal to any engineering plan or document dealing
with subject matter to which he lacks competence by
virtue of education or experience, nor toany such plan
or document not prepared under his direct superviso-
ry control.

{4) In the event a guestion arises as to the
competence of a professional engineer to perform an
engineering assignment in a specific technical field of
engineering which cannot be otherwise resolved to
the board's satisfaction, the board, either upen re-
quest of the professional engineer or by its own voli-
tion, may require him to submit to an appropriate ex-
amination as determined by the board.

(¢) Issue statements only in an objective and
truthful manner.
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(1) He shall be completely objective and
truthful in all professional reports, statements or
testimony. He shall include all relevant and perti-
nent information in such reports, statements or testi-
mony.

2} He shell, when serving as an expert or
technical witness before any court, commission or
other tribunal, express an opinion only when it is
founded upon adequate knowledge of the facts in is-
sue, upon a background of technical competence in
the subject matter, and upon honest conviction of the
accuracy and propriety of his testimony.

(3) He shall issue no statements, criticisms
or arguments on engineering matters connected with
public policy which are inspired or paid for by an in-
terested party or parties, unless he has prefaced his
cormnment by explicitly identifying himself, by disclos-
ing the identities of the party or parties on whose
behalf he iz speaking, and by revealing the existence
of any pecuniary interest he may have In the instant
matters.

{d) 8hall avoid conflict of interest.

(1) He shall conscientiously avoid conflict of
interest with his employer or client, but, when una-
voidable, he shall forthwith disclose the circumstance-
es to his employer or client.

(2) He shall aveid all known conflict of inter-
est with his employer or cliznt and shall promptly in-
form his emplover or client of any business associa-
tion, interests or circumstances which could influence
his judgment or the quality of his services.

(3) He shall not accept compensation, finan-
cial or otherwise, from more than one {1) party for
services pertaining to the same project, unless the
circumstances ave fully disclosed to, and agreed to by
allinterested parties.

(4) He shall not solicit or accept financial or
other valuable considerations from material or equip-
ment suppliers for specifying their products,

(5) He shall not solicit or accept gratuities,
directly or indirectly, from contractors, their agents
or cther parties dealing with his client or employer in
connection with work for which he is responsible,

(6) When in public service as 2 member, ad-
visor or employee of a governmental body or depart-
ment, he shall not participate in considerations or

actions with respect to services provided by himor his
organization in private engineering practices.

(7)He shall not solicit or accept an engineer-
ing contract from a governmental body on whichk a
principal officer of his organization serves as a mem-
ber.

{e) Solicit or accept work only on the basis of his
qualifications.

(1) He shall not offer to pay, either directly
or indirectly, any commission, political contribution
or a gift, or other consideration, in order to secure
work, exclusive ofsecuring salaried pesitiens through

employment agencies,

(2) He shall seek professional employment
on the basis of qualifications and competence for prop-
er accomplishment of the work,

(3) He shall not falsify or permit misrepre-
sentation of his, or his associates’, academic or profes-
sional qualifications. He shall not misrepresent or
exaggerate his degree of responsibility in or for the
subject matter of prier assignments. Brochures or
other presentations incident to the solicitation of

employment shall not misrepresent pertinent facts

concerning emplovers, employees, associates, joint
venturers, or his or their past accomplishments with
the intent and purpose of enhancing his qualifications
and his work.

(f) Associate only with reputable persons or or-
ganizations.

(1) He shall not knowingly associate with, or
permit the use of his name or firm in a business ven-
ture by, any person or firm which he knows, or has
reason to believe, is engaging in business or profes-
sional practices of a fraudulent or dishonest nature,

(2) If he has knowledge or reason to believe
that another person or {irm may be in violation of any
of the provisions of chapter thirty, article thirteen of
the West Virginia Code 0of 1931, a5 amended, he shail
present such information to the beard in writing and
shall cooperate with the board in furnishing such fur-
ther information or assistance as may be required by
the board.

Conviction of a felony without restoration of civil
rights or the revocation or suspension of a profession-
al engineer's license by another jurisdiction, if for a
cause which in the State of West Virginia would con-
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stitute a violation of article thirteen, chapter thirty of
the West Virginia Code of 1831, as amended, or of
these rules and regulations, shall be grounds for a
charge of violation of these rules.

A certified record in such cases shall be conclusive
evidence thereof.

8.4. The board shall automatically revoke the cer-
tificate, license or registration of any person who
while under suspension continues fe practice in viola-
tion of suct suspension.

8.5, Invalidation cfone or more of the provisions of
these rules and regulations by 2 court of competent

jurisdiction shall not operate to invalidate the re-
mainder of these rules and regulations,

A certified record in such cases shall be conelusive
evidence thereof.

8.4 Theboard shall automatically revoke the cer-
tificate, license or regisiration of any person who
while under suspension continues to practice in viola-
tion of such suspension.

8.5, Invalidation of one or more of the provisions of
these rules and regulations by 2 court of competent
jurisdiction shall not operate to invalidate the re-
mainder of these rules and regulations.




KEN HECHLER
Secratary of State

MARY P, RATLIFF
Deputy Secratary of State

BARBARA STARCHER

Deputy Secratary of State STATE OF ‘VES)I‘ XQRGIL\HA
RICHARD . STEPHENSON SECRETARY OF STATE

Deputy Secretary ¢f State
Telephone: (304) 3454000 Charieston 25305

Comporations: 342.30C0

4_%’ /74{{ Friprpeors /f c/

FROM: RICH Q. HARTMAN, DIR. ADMIN. LAW DIV.

DATE: /7' /377

WILLIAM H. HARRINGTON
Chief of Staf

RICH 0. HARTMAN
Director, Admimistrative Law

DONALD R, WILKES
Director, Corperations

VIRGINIA SKEEN
Special Assistant

{Plus all the voiuntear
help we can get)

THE ATTACHED RULE(S) RECENTLY FILED BY YCOUR AGENCY HAVE

BEZEN ENTERED INTO .TEE COMPETEE PLEASE REVIEW AND PROOF

AND RETURN WITH AWY CORRECTIONS. IF THERE ARE N :CTIQNS _
PLEASE SICGN THI MTMO AND REETURN TO THIS OFFICz=. ¥ WILL

3E SENT A FINAL VERSION OF YOUR RULI(S) FCR YOUR RECORDS.

PLEASE RETURN EITHESR THZ CORRECTED RULE OR THIS FORM

WITHIN TEN (20) WORKING DAYS OF THE DATZ YOU Rz

TalS REQUEST. CALL IF YOU HAVE ALNY QUESTIONS.

56%/&7' /

THE ATTACEED RULE(S) HZVE BEZIN REVIEWED AND

ARE CORRECT.

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING:

DATE: - ' -

RERREEFEL BB EEIELEEEHES L EER

THZ ATTACHED ?UT"“(S) HAVE B
NEEDS CORRECTED. THESE CORR

MARKXED,

TIONS HAVE BEE

EEN REVIEWED AI\D
=C

OF PERSON SIGNING: ,

DATE: 4/45/ g8

‘_
Ht
H]
t—|
(]




