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TITLE 7
LEGISLATIVE RULES
WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD CF
REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSICNAL ENGINEERS

SERIES 1

REGULATICNS GOVERNING THE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD
OF REGISTRATICN FOR PROFESSICONAL ENGINEERS

§7-1-1. GENERAL.

1,1. Scope. - These legislative rules govern the licensing
of professional engineers and the operation of the West Virginia
Board of Registration.

1.2. Autheority. - W. Va. Code §$30-13-5

1.3. Filing Date. -

1.4. Effective Date. -~

1.5. Repeal cf former rule. This legislative rule repeals and
replaces WV 7CSR1 "Regulations Governing The West Virginia Beoard

of Registration for Professional Engineers" filed April 7, 1988,
and effective date April 7, 1988.

§7-1-2. DEFINITIONS.
2.1. "Code" means the official Cecde of West Virginia, as
amended.

2.2, "EI" means Engineering Intern.

2.3. "NCEZS" means National Council of _ Examiners for
Engineering and Surveying.

2.4, "PE" means Professicnal Engineer. .

2.5. "ABET" means the Accreditation Becard for Engineering and
Technelogy.
§7-1-3. APPLICATIQONS.

3.1. Reglstraticn as a professicnal engineer, - Applicants

for admission to the exXamination in the PE examination and
applicants for registration by comity must complete the standard
application form for registraticn as a professicnal engineer as
furnished by the board. Holders of a current NCEES reccrd, and whc
have that record forwarded directly to the board from NCEES, will
need to £fill in only items 1,2,7,8, and 9 of the
application form. ) :




3.2, Certification as an engineer intern. - Applicants for
admission to the EI examination shall complete the applicable form
as specified by the board.

3.3, Applications dates. - Applications feor the EI examinaticon
must be recegived in the board office sixty (60) days prior to the
date the examination is schedule to be offered. Applications for
the PE examlnation must be received in the board cffice ninety (90)
days prior to the examination date.

3.4. References., - Applicants for admission to the PE exami-
naticn must submit the names of three (3) professional and two (2)
character references. The professional references must be

professional engineers registered with a NCEES member beoard.

§7-1-4. EXAMINATIONS.

4.1. Applicants for registration are regquired to pass written
examinations in conformance with the statutory provisions of the
code and the rules and regulations promulgated by the board, except
as stated herein,

4.2. Examination schedule., -~ The EI and PE examinations
required for EI certification and PE registration will be offered
in the spring and fall in locations designated by the board.

4.3. Examination content. - The EI examination will be the
Fundamentals of Engineering Examination and the PE examination will
be the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination. These
examinations are prepared, furnished, and graded by NCEES.

4.4. Branch of engineering. - PE examinations will be offered
in those branches in which examinations are prepared by NCEES. All
branches may not be available at both the spring and fall sessions.

Successful applicants will be registered as profession-
al engineers without reference to branch in either their certifi-
cate or seal.

4,5, The EI examination must be taken and passed priorx to
taking the PE examination unless the EI examination reguirement is
waived by the board. )

4.6, Appeals. - An applicant may appeal a failing grade cn
either the EI or PE examination, however, the appeal must be made
within sixty (60) days of the date the examination results are
mailed from the board cffice.




§7~1-5. ADMISSION AND ACCEPTANCE.

5.1. Residence reguirements. - The Dboard will accept
applicaticons for PE registraticn from any perscen whe has previously
been certified by the board as an EI and will grant registration
upon the satisfactory completion of the PE examinatlon, regardless
of his place of domicile: Frovided, that not more than twelve (12)
vears has lapsed since the date of the original issuance of the EI
certificate. o ,

The board will only accept applications from non-West Virginia
residents who are currently registered in the state of their
residence or state of their principal practice except as otherwise
stated in section 7.3 of this rule.

5.2. Graduates of board approved engineering curricula. -
Students enrclled in beoard approved engineering curricula will be
admitted to the EI examination immediately preceding their
graduation or any time thereafter. These graduates will be
admitted to the PE examination after £four (4) vears of board
approved engineering experience fecllowing their graduation.

A graduate of a2 board approved engineering curriculum, with
a specific record o<f. twenty (209) years or more of progressive
experience on engineering projects and of a grade and character
which indicates to the board that the applicant is competent to
practice engineering shall be admitted to the PE examination
without being reguired o take the EI examination. Registration
under this provision may not be recognized by other states.

With the approval of the beard, applicants over f£ifty (50)
years of age with twenty-five (25) years of engineering experience
and fifteen (15) years in responsible charge, may be registered
after passing an oral and/or short written examination, and having
a perscnal interview with the board. Registraticn by this
procedure may nct be recognized by other states.

5.3. Graduates of beoard approved allied science curricula. -
Graduates of board approved allied science curricula may be
admitted to the EI examination after presenting evidence of two (2)
vears of engineering experience under the direct supexvision of
professiconal engineers and may be certified as an EI upon
successful completion of the examination.

These graduates will be admitted to the PE examination after
they have completed an additional four (4) years of engineering
experience under the direct supervision of professional engineers
and may be registered as a PE upon successful completion of the
examination.

The required experience must be certified to the board by the
supervising professional engineers giving the character and nature
of the work performed in detail.

5.4. Applicants without board approved degrees.-
Applicants without a four (4) vear ccllege degree in engineering
or allied science that is approved by the board will be required
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to present satisfactory evidence of ten (10) years of education and
experlence in engineering under the direct supervision of
professional engineers prior to admission to the EI examination.
The experience must be certified by the supervising professional
engineers giving the character and nature of the work preformed in
detail. The bkoard may reguire a perscnal interview with the
applicant prior to admission to the examination.

These applicants may be admitted to the PE examination
immediately upon passing the EI examination.

5.5. Readmissicn to examinaticn. - An apprlicant who fails an
examination may be readmitted <to the subseguent examination
provided (a) that the aprlicant has no appeal of a previocus fallure
pending before the board, or (b) that after four (4) failures the
applicant must wait two (2) years and present satisfactory evidence
of additional study before being permitted to reapply.

§7-1-6. EDUCATICN.

g.1. Board approved engineering programs.- Engineering
programs that hold accreditation from the Engineering Accredita-
tion Commission of ABET are board approved engineering curricula.
Likewise, those programs accredited by the Canadian Engineering
Accreditation Becard are board approved curricula.

6.2. Board approved allied science programs. - Bachelor of
Technology programs that hold accreditatien from the Technology
Accreditation Commission of ABET are board approved allied science
curricula. -Non-accredited technology programs are not becard
approved, All other science curricula will be judged on their
individual merits by the board at the time of application.

6.3. Experience credit for graduate education. - One (1) year
of engineering experience will be granted for the completion of a
beard approved engineering graduate program, after the completion
of a board apprecved engineering program or a board approved allied
scilience program. However, four (4) years of experience can not be
attained in less than forty-eight (48) months after receiving an
approved engineering degree,. Only one (1} vear c¢f engineering
experience may be sarned through additiconal education.

§7-1-7. OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR REGISTRATION.

7.1. Transc¢ript of grades. - The applicant shall have
transcripts of all college grades mailed directly from the school
or cecllege tc the becard with the signature of the proper scheool
cfficer and the embossed seal of the school.




7.2. Registration by comity. - The board shall evaluate the
regulrements which led to the granting o¢f registration in another
state, and if thecse reguirements were eguivalent to those reguired
by West Virginia at that time, registration by comity may be
granted.

All applicants for registraticn by comity will be required to
have passed sixteen (16) hcurs o¢f written examination unliess
specifically exempt under section $.2. of this zule.

7.3. Federal government personnel. - Applicants for regis-
traticon who are members or employees of governmental agencies of
this nation, subject to fregquent transfers in the line of duty and
who may not have permanent home addresses, will be treated as West
Virginia residents if their assignments at that time of application
include duties in this state.

7.4. State government personnel. - Employees cof the State
of West Virginia; all of its departments, agencies, and
subdivisions, including cities and counties are specifically not
exempt from the provisions of W. Va. Code §30-13-1 et seg. No such
employee shall be given or use the title "engineer" as specified
in W. Va. Cecde §$30-13-3. The terms acting, interim, or any
variation used with the title "engineer" is not acceptable. Non-
licensed persons may only practice engineering as a public employee
as specified in W. Va. Code §30-13-8.

§7~-1-8. SEAL.

8.1. Each registrant, upon notification cf registration, is
authorized to obtain an official seal of the size and design
prescribed by the board. The seal shall be circular in shape and
contain the following:

(a) The words "State of West Virginia®

(k) The registrant's name

{c) The registrant's registration number

(d) The words "Registered Professional Engineexr"

This seal may be either a rubber stamp cr one that embesses.

8.2. The official seal shall be affixed immediately abeocve the
signature of the registrant who prepared or was responsible for
preparing the following:

(a) Plans or documents filed or offered for filing with any
public body or agency.

(k) Plans, specificaticns, designs, sketches, drawings,
surveys, reports, etc., that may be or may become a part of legal
archives or documents.




(¢} Plans, specifications, and documents formally submitted
to contracters and clients.

8.3. For bound documents, the cfficial seal may be affixed
to the first sheet of the bound document if that sheet bears
a statement as to the number of bound sheets.

8.4. Revisicns to any documents c¢ited in section 8.2. of
these rules must be numbered, datad, and initialed by the perscon
whose seal appears on the criginal documant.

8.5. In the case of multiple sealings, the first or title
page shall be sealed and signed by all involved.

8.6. In the case of a temporary permit issued to a regis-
trant ©of ancther state, the registrant shall use his state of
reglstrntlon seal and sna1l affix his signature and his temporary
permit number to 21l his work as specified above.

8.7. Each registrant is solely responsibkle for the use of his
seal. Only work that is prepared by the registrant or work that
is prepared under his direct supervision shall bear the seal of the
registrant. )

8.8. Electronic reproduction of the seal _is authocrized,
however, the resulting facsimile must meet the specifications of
this regulation and in no way lessens the registrants
responsibility for the improper use of his seazl on work not-
prepared either by the registrant or under his direct supervision.

8.9. IT shall be the responsibllity of each registrant to
repert the loss or theft of his seal Lo the board as socon as
practical after such leoss or theft.

§7-1-9. FEES.

9.1. The fees for the various board services are as follows:

Engineering Intern _ Professional Engineer
Application fee - $15 “Application fee . - 325
Examinaticn fee - 320 Examinaticn Zfee . - 360

Registration fee - 320
Examination Appeals Handling Fee - 3510

All fees are due and must be paid Drwor to the services being
performed. |




9.2, Certificates of registration shall expire on the
thirtieth day of June cof each year, but shall be renewable each
year without examination upon application for renewal on a form
prescribed by and filed with the board and payment to the board of
an annual renewal fee in such amount as may be prescribed by the
poard not to exceed thirty dollars.

9.3 The penalty for late renewal will be ten percent (1C%)
cf the renewal fee for each month that has lapsed up to six (6)
menths, after which the renewal fee will be forty-five dollars
($45.00) for up to twenty-four {(24) months. After twenty-Ifour (24)
months, the registration is canceled and the party must reapply.

g.4 The fee for zreplacement of a wvalid certificsete of
registration shall be ten decllars ({$10).

9.5 The cost 0f the biennial roster will be set by the board.

§7-1-10. CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT.

10.1. Rules of Professional Ccnduct. - To comply wlith the
purpose of the West Virginia State Board of Registration Law for
professiocnal engineers, W. Va. Code §30~13-1 et seg. which is to
safequard life, health and property, to promcte the public welfare,
and to maintain a high standard of integrity and practice, the West
Virginia State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers
has developed the fcllowing Rules of Professional Conduct. These
rules supplement the provisions for professional conduct prescribed
in W. Va. Code $§30-132-1 et seg. and shall be binding on every
person holding a certificate of registration to offer or perform
engineering services in this state. All persons registered under
(W. Va. Code 830-13-1 et seqg.) are required to be familiar with the
Registration Statute and these rules. The Rules of Professional
Conduct delineate specific obligations the registrant must meet.
In additicn, each registrant is charged with the responsibility of
adhering to standards of highest ethical and moral conduct in all
aspects of the practice of precfessional engineering.

The practice of professional engineering is a privilege, as
oppesed to a right. All registrants shall exercise their privi- -
lege of practicing by performing services only in the areas of
their competence according to current standards of technical
ccmpetence,

Registrants shall reccgnize their responsibility to the public
and shall represent themselves before the public only in an
objective and truthful manner. .

They shall aveoid conflicts of interest and faithfully serve
the legitimate interests of their employers, clients, and custom-
ers within the limits defined by these rules. Their professional
reputation shall be built on the merit of their services and they
shall not compete unfairly with others.




1¢.2., REGISTRANT'S OBLIGATION TO SOCIETY

{a) Registrants, in the performance of their services for
clients, emplovers and customers, shall be cognizant that their
first and fcremost respensibkility is te the public welfare.

(b) Registrants shall approve and seal only those design
documents and surveys that conform to accepted engineering stand-
ards and safeguard the life, health, property and welfare of the
public,.

{c) Registrants shall notify their emplover or client and
such other authority as may be appropriate when their profession-
al judgment is overruled under circumstances where the life,
health, property, weliare of the public is endangered,.

(d) Regilstrants shall be objective and truthful in profes-
sional reports, statements or testimony. They shall include all
relevant and pertinent iInformaticn in such reports, statements or
testimony.

{e) Registrants shall express a professicnal opinion pub-
licly only when it is founded upon an adeguate knowledge of the
facts and a competent evaluation of the subject matter.

(£} Reglistrants shall issue no statements, criticisms or
arguments on technical matters which are inspired or paid for by
interested parties, unless they explicitly identify the interest-
ed parties on whose behalf they are speaking, and reveal any
interest they have in the matters.

(g) Registrants shall not permit the use o¢f their name or
firm name by, nor associlate in business ventures with, any person
or firm which is engaging in fraudulent or dishonest business or
professional practices.

(h) Registrants having knowledge of possible viclations of
any of these Rules of Professional Conduct shall provide the board
with information and assistance necessary to the £final
determination ¢f such vielation.

10.3. REGISTRANT'S OBLIGATION TC EMPLCOYER AND CLIENTS

(a) Registrants shall undertake assignments only when
gqualified by education or experience in the specific technical
fields of engineering or involved.

(b) Registrants shall not affix their signatures or seals to
any plans or documents dealing with subject matter in which they
lack competence, nor to any such plan or document not prepared
under their direct control and personal supervision.
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{¢) Registrants may accept assignments for coordination of
an entire project, provided that each design segment is signed and
sealed by the registrant responsible for preparation of that design
segment. - -

(éd) Registrants shall not reveal facts, data or information
obtained in a professional capacity without the prior consent of
the client or employer except as authorized or required by law.

(e) Registrants shall not solicit or accept financial or
other wvaluable consideration, directly or indirectly, from con-
tractors, their agents, cr other parties in connection with work
for empldyers or clients.

(f) Registrants shall make full prior disclesures to their
emplovers c¢r c¢lients of potential conflicts of interest or other
circumstances which could influence or appear to influence their
judgment or the guality of their service.

{g) Registrants shall not accept compensation, financial or
otherwise, from more than one party for services pertaining to the
same prciect, unless the circumstances are fully disclosed and
agreed to by all interested parties.

(h) EReglstrants shall not solicit or accept a professional
contract from a governmental body on which a principal or officer
of their organization serves as a member. Conversely, registrants
serving as members, advisors, or employvees of a governmental body
or department, who are the principals or employees of a private
concern, shall not participate in decisions with respect tc
professional services offered or provided by said concern to the
governmental bedy which they serve.

10.4. REGISTRANT'S OBLIGATION TO OTHER REGISTRANTS

{a) Regilstrants shall not falsify or permit misrepresenta-
tion c¢f their, or their associatesg', academic or prcfessional
gualificaticns. They shall_ net misrepresent or exaggerate their
degree cf responsibility in prior assignments ncer the complexity
of said assignments. Presentations incident to the solicitation
of employment or business shall not misrepresent pertinent facts
concerning emplovers, employees, associlates, joint ventures or past
accomplishments.

{(b) Registrants shall not offer, give, solicii or receive,
either directly or indirectly, any commission, or gift, or other
valuable consideration in corder to secure work, and shall not make
any peolitical contribution with the intent to influence the award
of a contract by public authority.
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(c) Registrants shall not attempt to injure, maliciously or
falsely, directly or indirectly, the professional reputation,
prospects, practice or employment of other registrants, nor
indiscriminately criticize cther registrants' work.

§7-1-11. DISCIPLINARY PRCCEEDINGS.

11.1. Complaints. - The bocard may receive and investigate
complaints pertaining to professional engineers and the practice
cf engineering and make findings thereon. All complaints lcdged

with the board shall be con the forms provided for such complaints
and must be signed by the complainant.

11.2, Reveccation or suspenslon. - The board may suspend or
revoke the certificate or registration c¢f any professicnal engineer
who fails Lo conform tc the Rules of Professicnal Conduct as set
forth in section 10.1. of this rule.

11.3. The board shall automatically revoke the certificate,
license or registration of any person who while under suspension
continues to practice in wviclation of such suspension.

11.4. Invalidation of cne or meore of the provisions of these
rules and regulations by a court of competent jurisdiction shall
not operate to invelidate the remainder of these rules and
regulations.

11.5. Conviction of a felony without restoration of ciwvil
rights or the revocation or suspensiocn of a professional engineer's
license by another jurisdiction, if for a cause which in the sState
of West Virginia would constitute a vioclation of W, Va. Cgde
§30-13-1 et seg., or of these rules and regulaticns, shall be
grounds for a charge of vioclation of these rules.

A certified record in such cases shall be conclusive
evidence thereof.

11.6. If a registrant has knowledge or reason to believe that
another person or firm may be in viclation of any of the provisions
of W. Va. Code §30-13-1 et seg., he shall present such information
te the becard in writing and shall cooperate with the board in
furnishing such further informatlion or assistance as may be
reguired by the board.
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