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Dear Sir:

Enclosed are two copies of the revised Rules and
‘Regulations pertaining to Professional Engineers in West
Virginia,.

I certify that the atféchea revised Rules and
Regulations are true and accurate copies adopted by this
Board at its meeting on November 2 & 3, 1972, held in

{ " Charleston, West Virginia.
Very tryly yvpyrs,
William E. Moore II
Secretary
WEM:ds
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armed forces cf the United States of America, and will retain his
name in geod standing on the roster of the Board during said time:
provided, he makes application for such waiver of fee, with acceptable

evidence of such service.

Section 5. Diéciglina:z_Proceedings

5.01 The Board may receive and investigate complaints pertaining

L]

to_professional'engineers and the practice of engineering and make

findings thereon. /

5.02 The Board may suspend or revoke the certificate or regis—
tration of aﬁ& professional engineer registered hereunder Lho fails to
conform to rules of professional conduct as set forth below.

l. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

In order to safeguard the life, health, property and wslfare of
the public, and to establish and maintain a high standard of integrity,_
skills, and practice in the profession of engineering, the following
Rules of Professional Conduct shall be bhinding upon every perscn holding
a certificate of registration as a professional engineer and on all
partnerships or corporations or other legal‘entities aunthorized to
offer or perform.engineering_serviées in this state.

All persons registered in the State of west Virginia are charged
with having knowledge of the existence of these Rules of Professional
Conduct, and shall be deemed to be familiar with their seyefal pro-

)

visions and to understand them. Such knowledge shall encompass the

~understanding that the practice of engineering is a privilege, as
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opposed to a right, and thé registrant shall be forthright and candid
in his statements or written respcnse to the Board or its representa-
tives on matters pertaining to professional conduct.
THE PROFESSICONAL EﬁGINEER SHALL:
A. CONDUCT HIS PRACTICE IN ORDER TOQ PROTECT THE PUBLIC
HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE.
He shall at all times recognize his primary obkligation to pro-
tect the safety, health, and welfaré of the public in the
performance of his professional duties. If his engineering
judgmen£_is overruled under éircumstances wheré the safety,
health and welfare of the public are endangered, he shall inform
his employer of the possible consequences and notify such other
proper authority of the situation, as may be appropriate.
B, PERFORM HIS SERVICES ONLY IN AREAS OF HIS COMPETENRCE.
(1) He shall undertake to perform engineering assignments
only when quéiified by education: or:experience in the speci-
fic technical field of prcocfessional engineering involved.
(2) He may accept an assignment reguiring education. or
experience outside of his own field of competence, but only
to the extent that his services are restricted to those phases
éf the project in-which he is qualified. All other phases of
such project shall bhe performed by qualified assoéiates,

consultants or employvees.

(3) He shall not affix his signature and/or seal to any

engineering plan or document dealing with éubject matter to
. .Page 17(a)




Adm. Reg. 30~13

Series I

| Sec., 5.02

which he lacks competence by virtue of education or exper-
ience, nor to any such plan_or document not prepared under
his direct supervisory control.

{(4) 1In Fhe'event a questicon arises as to the competence of
a professional engineer to perform an engineering assignment
in a specific technical field of engineering which cannot be
otﬂerwise resolved to the Beard's satisfaction, the Board,
either upcon reguest of the professiocnal engineer or by its
owr volition,'may require him to submit to an appropriate

examination as determined by the Board.

C. ISSUE PUBLIC STATEMENTS ONLY IN AN OBJECTIVE AND

TRUTHFUL MANNER.

»

(1) He shall be completely objective and truthful in all

. professional reports, statements, or testimony. Be shall

include all relevant and pertinent information in such re-
ports, statemenfs or testimony.

(2) He shall, when serving as an expert or technical wit-
ness before any court, commission, or other tribunal, express
an-opinion only wheﬁ it is founded upon adeqguate knowledge of
the facfs in issue, upon =2 backgiound_of technical competence
in the subject matter, and upon honest conviction of the
accuracy and propriety of his testimony.

(3) He shall issue no statements, criticisms, or arguments

on engineering matters connected with public policy which are
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inspired or paid for by an interested party, or parties, un=-
less he has prefaced his comment by explicitly identifying
himself, by disclosing the identities of the party or parties
on whose‘behaif he is speaking, and by revealing the existence
of any pecuniary interest he may have in the instant matters.
D. SHALL AVOID CONFLICT OF INTEREST.

(1) He shall conscientiously aveoid conflict of interest

with his employer or client, but, when unavoidabie, he shall
fo;thwith disclose the circumstances to his empl?yer or client.
(2)‘ He shall aveoid all known conflict of interest with his
employer or c¢lient and shall promptly inform his eﬁployer or
client of any business association, interests, or circumstance:
which could influence his judgment or the quality of his
services.

(3} He shall not accept compensation, financial or otherwise,
for more than one party for services pertaining to the same
project, unless the circumstances are fully disclosed to, and
agreed to, by all interested parties.

(45 ﬁe;shall not solicig or accept fipancial or other valﬁable
considerations from material or equipment suppliers for speci-
fying their products.

(3} He‘shall not'sélicit or accept gratuities, directly or
indirectly, from contractors, their agents, or 6ﬁher parties

dealing with his client or employer in connection with work
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for which he is responsible,

(&) Whenlin pubklic service as a member, advisor, or employee
of a governmental body or department, he shall not bartiéipate
in considerations or'actionsg;ith respect to services provided
by him or his organization in privéte engineering practices.
(7) He shall not solicit or accept an engineering contract
from a2 governmental beody on which a principal officer of his

organization serves as a member.

E. SOLICIT OR ACCEPT WORK ONLY ON THE BASIS OF EIS

-

QUALIFICATIONS., -

(1) He shall not oéﬁer to pay, either directly or indirectly,
any commission,'pofé%"cal contribution, or a gift, or other
consideration in order to secure work, exclusive of securing
salaried.positions through employment agencies:

{2) He shall sgek érofessional employment on the bhasis of
gqualification and competence for proper accomplishment of
the work., He shall not solicit or submit proposals for pro-
fessional services on the basis of competitive bidding. Com-
petitive bidding is defined as the formal or informal sub-
mission, or receipt, of verbal or written estimates oﬁ cost
or proposals in terms of dollars, man-days of work re@uire&,

percentage of construction cost, or any other measure of

compensation whereby the prospective client may‘compare

_engineering services on a price basis prior to the time that
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one engineer or one engineering organization, has been
selected for negotiations: érovided, however, the spbmission
and discussion of data published by érofessional engineering
socigtie; is not considered to conétitute competitive bidding.
(3) Ee shall not falsify or permit misrepresentation of his,
or ‘his associates', academic or professional gualifications.
He shall not misrepresent or exaggerate his degree of respon-
sibility in or for the subject matter of prior assignments.
Brochures or other presentations incident o the sclicitation
of employment shall not gisrepresent pertineﬁt facts concern-
ing employers, employees, associates, Jjoint venturers, or his
or.their péstraccomplishments with the intent and purpose of
enhancing his gualificaticons and his work.
F. ASSOCIATE ONLY WITH REPUTABLE PERSONS OR ORGANIZAT;%.
(1) He shall not knowingly associate with or permit the use
of his name or firm in a businesé venture by any person or
firm which he knows, or has reason to believe, is gngaging in
business or professioﬁal'préctices of a fraudulent or dis-
honest nature.

(b) If he has knowledge or.reasgn to'beliéve that another
person or firm may .be in vidlation of any of the provisicns

or of Chapter 30, Article 13 of the West Virginia Code of

1931, as_amended,_ﬁe shall present such iInformation to the
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Board in writing and shall cooperatelwith the Board in‘
furnishing such further information or assistance as may be
required by the Board.

Conviction of'a'felony without restorati&ﬁ of civil rights, or
the revocation or‘suspension of a professiconal engineer's license by
anothér jurisdiction, if for a cause which in the State of West
Viiginia would constitute a vicolaticn of Chapter 30, Artic}e 13, of

‘ the West Virginia Code of 1931, as amended, or of these rules and

regulations, shall be grounds for a charge of violation of/ these rules.

2. Any conviction of a felony arising from or in connection with

the practice of engineering, or a crime involving moral
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