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If you have any questions or need any assistance, please do not hesitate to call our office,

Thank You
Administrative Law Division




16CSR1

TITLE 16
LEGISLATIVE RULES

WEST VIRGINIZ BCOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
SERIES 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS
§16-1-1. General.
1.1. . Scope. --- This legislative rule provides =£or the

procedures of the West Virginia Board of Physical Theravpy.

1.2. ZRuthority. --- W. Va. Cede § 30-20-1, et. seq.

1.3, Piling Date. ---. , 1983,
1.4. Effective Date. --- - , 1983,
§16-1-2. Definiticns. -

The fellowing words and phrases as used in these rules shall have
the following meanings, unless the context otherwlse reguires:

2.1. "Licensed physical therapist" means any physical therapist
holding a license or temporary permit issued by the West Virginia Beard
of Physical Therapy. &n individual whe possesses a temporary permit
issued by the Board to practice physical therapy is_subject to the

conditions st forth in W. Va. Code § 20-20-2{a) and section 7 of this

2.2. . "Licensed therzpy assistant" means a physical therapy

assistant holding a licanss issued by the West Vixginia Beazrd of




Physical Therapy. &n individual who possesses a temporary permit as
& physical therapy assistant is not fully licensed to practice as a
rhysical therapy assistant, and as such is subject to the conditions
get forth in W. Va. Code § 30-20-9(b) and Secticn & of this ruls.
2.3. "Physical therapy" means the therapeutic treatment of any
person by the use of massage, mechanical stimulation, heat, cold,
light, air, water, electricity, socund and exercise, including
mopllization of the jecints and training in functional activities, for
the vpurpose of correcting or alleviating any physical or mental
condition or preventing the development of any physical or mental
digability, and the performance of neurco-muscular-skeletal tests and
measurements as an alid in diagnosis, evaluation or determination ¢f the
existence of and the extent of any body maliunction: Provided, That
electromyography examnination and electrodiagnostic studies other than
the determinaticon of chrconaxia and streagth duration curves shall not
be performed except undar the supervision of a physician
electromyographer and.eleétrodi%énostician. Physical therzpy does not
inciude the uge of radioclogy and radium for diagnostid and therapeutic

purposes, or the use of electricity for surgical purposes, including

cauterization

2.4~ '"Physical therapist assistant" means_a hezlth-care worker

who assists the licensed physical therapist in the provision of
physical therapy. The physical therapist assistant is required to work
under the direction and supervisicn of the licensed vhysical therapist.
The physical therapist assistant may alsc carry out routine operational
functiocns, including sugervisicn ¢f the physical therapy aide or

ecuivalient, and documentaticn of trsaiment progress. The abl




the phyvsical therapist assistant to perform selected and delsgated
tasks shall be assessed on an ongeing basis by the supervising licensed
physicél.therapist. The physical therapist assistant may, with prior
approval by the supervising licensed vhysical therapist, adjust a
specific treatment procedure in accordance with changes in patient
status. In addition, the physical therapist assistant shall function
within the following guidelines:

(i) When the licensed physical therapist and the physical
therapist assistant are not within the same physical setting, the
performance <f the delegated functions by the physical therapist
assistant must be consistent with safe and legal physical therapy

practice predicated on the folleowing facto¥s:

(a) Complexity and activity of the patient’s needs;
(b) oproximity and accessibility to the licensed

physical therapist;

{c) supervision available in the event of emergencies
or critical ewvents; and -

(@) type of setting in which the service is rendered.

(11) The physical therapist assistant shall not perfeorm the

n

following phyvsical therapy activities: : , B
(&) interpretation of referrals;

(b) physical therapy initial ewvaluation andéd re-
evaluation;

() identification, determination, or modification of
plans of care (including gdals and treatment programs);

(d) £inal discharge assessment/evaluation or

establishment cf the discharge plan; cr

5%




(e) therapeutic technigques beyond the sducation, skill
and knowledge of the physical therapist assistant.

(iii) 2As contained in this secticon, the term Ysupervision®
shall mean authoritative procedural guldance by a licensed physical
therapist foxr the accomplishment of a function or activity, with
initial direction and periodic iInspection on a regular basis by a
licensed. physical therapist of the actual act of accomplishing the
functicn. of activity. The supervising licensed physical therapist is
responsible for and as such must participate in the patient’s care to
the degree specified below depending upon the practice setting. .

{iv) In addition to the supervisicn reguirements under
W. Va. Code § 30-20-2, warving degrees of supervision <¢f the physical
therapist assistant are required depending upon the practics setting
in which the care is delivered: .

(a) when care is delivered in a hospital or other
acute-care center, frese-standing, or independent practice setting, 2
licensed vhysical therapist must be on premises at all times.

() wnen care ig delivered in z skilled/unskilled
nursing facility, home health, or scheool system setting, the following’
regulrements must be observed and documented in the patient records:

(1} =2 licengsed physical therapist must bhe
accessible by telecommunications to the physical therapist assistant
at all. times that the physical therapist assistant is treating
patients. -

(2) an initial wvisit must be made by a licensed
physical therapist for evaluation of the patient and establishmént of

a plan of care.




(3) a dJoint wvisit by the licensed physical
therapist and the physical thérapistiassistant must be made on the
pavsical therapist assistant’s first visit to the patient.

(4) =&t least once every ten {(10) physical
therapist assistant: visits, or within fifteen (13) calendar days,
whichever ogcurs first, there must be a joint on-site visit by thé
licensed physical therapist assistant and the licensed physical
therapist.

{3) the licenséed physical therapist must make
the final visit toterminate the plan of care.

(v) The abbreviation "P.T.AY" denotes by statute "Physical
Therapy Assistant", however it may also denote “Physical Therapist
Assistant", as the two terms are considered by the Board to indicate
the same level of practice.

(vi) There shall be no more than twoe physical therapy
assistants licensed Lo practice in the State Efor every physical
therapist so licensed. -

(vii) No more than two physical therapy assistants may
perform under the dizect supervision of a licensed physical therapist

at any one time.

2.5. A licensed vhyvsical therapist must be on the premises at all

de involwving

=

1]
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times while. the activities of a physical therapy

assistance in the practice of physical therapy are being performed.

§l6-1-3. Fees.
The applicant shall pay to the Board the appiication fee
established by statute. In additlion, the Board may charge ILses

reasonably related to the cost of providing sexrvices to applicants oxr

m




interested paxties. The services for which fees may be collected
include, but are not limited to, verification of licensure to ancother
State; duplicatidn'df'licenée cards or wall certificates; copying;
postage expenses; mailing lists; and processing of returned checks.
§16-1-4. . Licensing Individuals outside the United Stateas.

4.1. A physical therapist candidate for licensure in West

Virginia who was educated cutside of the United States must meet the

following criteria in order to be eligible for licensure by the Board:

4.1.1. Credentcisls:
(1) Education.

{a) The aprlicant is to be a physical therapy graduate
of . a foreign institution of higher learning with at least the
equivalent of a B. S. degree in Physical Therapy as determined by ths
Board.

(b) SZquivalent education is to ke reported to the
Board through a Board approved credentialing agency.

{2) English Proficiency: B

{(a) Unless the native language 1s English, the
applicant must demonstrate proficiency in English by passing the Test
of English as a Foreign lLanguage (TCEFL) with a grade of at least five

-

hundred fifty (550), and Test of Spoken English (T3E) with a total

score -of at least two hundred twenty (220), and the Test of Written
English (TWZ) with a score of at least four (4)].

4.1.2. Supervised Practice. : : .

(a2} The applicant must successiully complete a pericd

-

of superviseéd practice under a licensed physical therapist. Said




period shall be a minimum of six (€6) months, and shall not differ in
length based upeon the naticnality of said foreign graduates.
§le6-1-5. Scores. |

The applicant must take the examination and obtain a passing
score that 1s established by the Board. The Board will review this
required score periodically and amend it as necessary to ensure that
applicants have the necessary training and education. .
§ie-1-6. Issuance, Renewal or Reinstatement of License.

{(a) The Board referves the right to evaluate the applicant
according te the testing, licensure, or procedural reguirements as
inmnitiated by the agency (Federation of State Beoards of Physical
Therapy) responsible for administering the exan.

§16-1-7. Temporary Permit for Physical Therapists.

7.1. 2An individual possessing a temporary permit issued by the
Board teo practice physical therapy in the State of West Virginia shall
practice under the supervision of a licensed physical therapist.

7.2. A temporary permit may be issued in the following iastances

W. Va. Code 8§ 30-20-6, and who have submitted proper application and
identification as determined by the Board:

(a) Pendin axaminations, to anv phvsical therapist
g ¥ PAY

~

applicant who s a new graduate of a program approved by the

-

accrediting body of the APTA. Said témporary permit shall expire
thirty (30) days after the Board gives written notice of the results
of the examination held next fellewing the issuance of such temporary

permit. Upon such expiration, nc additional temporary permit may be.

chtained by such appliicant.




(b)) Toc a person who possessas an unencumbered license in
ancther state or territory or possession of the United States and who
is a graduate of .a program approved by the accrediting body of the
APTA. Said temporary permit shall be valid only for a period of ninety
(80) days in fhe calendar year in which issugd and such permit mayv not
be renewed, nor -another therecf issued to the same perscn in the sams
calendar year.

{c) To a foreign-trained physical therapist whe possasses
an unencumbered license in another state or territory or possession of
the United States and who meets all other West Virginia requirements.
Said temporary permit may be issued during the period of supervised
practice as set forth in W. Va. Code § 30-20-6(a) (5). Said pericd of
supervised practice shall be at least six {6) months and shall not be
based upcoh the nationality of sald forelgn graduate.

(d) To a foreign-trained phvsical therapist who has never
keen licensed in another state or territory or possessicn of tha United
States éndrwhb meéés all other West Virginiz reguirements. Said .
temporary permit may be issued during the period of supervised practice
as set. forth in W. Va. Code § 30-20-6{(a) (B). Said period cof
supervised praciice shall be at least six (6) months and shall not be
based upon the naticnality of said foreign graduate.

§16-1-8. Temporary Permits for Physical Therapy Assistants.

§.1L. Upcn proper application and identification as determined
by the Board, and the payment of the applicable non-reifundable fee,
the Board may issus, without examination, a temporary permit to act

as a pnysical therapy assistant in this State.




8.2. While the physical therapist assistant is practicing under
a temporary permit, a licensed physical therapist must be on the
premises at all times. All vrogress notes written by the physical
therapist assistant with a temporary permit shall be cosigned by a

licensed phvsical therapist supexrvisor within twenty-£four (24) hours.

8.3. BSaild temporary permit may be issued :
{a) To any physical therapist assistant who meets the
raequirements of W. Va. Code § 30-20-6{(b) (1) and (2. 8Said temporary

permit shall expire thirty {(20) days after the Board gives written
notice of the results of the examination held next following the
issuance of sucl temporary perniit. Upon such expiration, no additioconal
temporary permit may be obtained by such applicant.

(b) To a person who possesses an unencumbered license in
another state or territory or possession of the United States and who
is a graduate of a program approved by the accrediting body of the
ADPTA. Said temporary permit shall be valid only for a period of ninsty
{50) days in the calendar year in which issued and such vpermit may not
ke renewed, nor another therecf issued to fthe same person in the same
calendar 'year.

§16-1-5., Applications.
The applicant must complete the zpplication form provided by the

Board and supply the following informatign:

(a) perscnal information;
(b} educational information;
{(¢)  history of previous work experisnce, if applicable;

(d) written responsss to guestions regarding criminal ocffenses;




(2) name and address of prospective emplcoyer in West Virginia;

and T N ,

{f} photo identificaticn.
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SENATE BILL NO. =056 _ ~

(By Senatcora Manchin, Anderson, Grubb, Mzemsnghtan
inerd)

and .uir

[Tntradused January 31, 19943 referred Lo the
Commilirnze on ) }
HEALTH oD sivaan pos0ting

RIS

\:I—uqﬂlCMLfi:)

p)

A BILL to amend article nine, chapter sixty-four of the code of

West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as

-  amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated section
thirty-six, relating to authorizing the board of physical
therapy to promulgate legislative rules relating to the
board.

Be it enacted by the lLegislature of West Virginia:

That article nine, chapter sixty-four of the code of West
Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, be
amended by adding thereto a new section, designated sectiocn
thirty-six, to read as follows:

ARTICLE 9. AUTHORIZATION FOR MISCELLANECOUS AGENCIES AND BOARDS

TO PRCMULGATE LEGISLATIVE RULES.

§64-9-36,. Board of physical therapy.
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11
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13
14

The legislative rules filed in the state register on the

nineteenth day of July, one thousand nine hundred ninety-three,
modified by the board of phys;§§¥_5?§;apy_E9m§eet the cbjections
of the legislative rule-making review committee and refiled in
the state register on the ﬁwgppijggygnizgﬁgywof October, onec
thousand nine hundred ninety-three, relating to the bcard cf

physical therapy (qenera;upgoyisiops}, are authorized.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Beoard of
rhysical Therapy teo promulgate legislative rules relating to the
Board. -

This séction is new:; therefore, strike-throughs and
underscoring have been omitted. - S
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- --H. B._4284

(ByJ¢1 sgetes Galiagher, Dm:g'iaq_._f‘rr.nnh‘ﬁ . _ }
Introd duntwork, Burk ané rFaircloth .
ntroduced . spuary 31 1594
uce T 1T 14894 : referred to the

Committee on__Health and Human Resources then the
Judiciary '

A RBRTLL to amend article nine, chapter sixty-four of the code of
West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as
amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated section
thirty-six, relating tc authorizirg the board of physical
therapy to promulgate legislative rules relating to the
board. : T L e T S

Be it énacted by the Legislature of West virginia:

That article nine, chapter siwty-four of the code of West
Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, be
amended by adding theretc a new section, designated section
thirty-six, to read as follows:

ARTICLE 9. AUTHORIZATION FOR MISCELLANEOUS AGENCIES AND BOARDS

70 PROMULGATE LEGISLATIVE RULES.

§64-9-36. Board of physical therapy.
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The legislative rules filed in the state register on the
nineteenth day of July, one thousand nine hundred nirnety-three,
modified by the board of physical therapy to meet the obhjections
of the legislative rule-making review committee and refiled in
the state register on the twenty-seventh day of October, core
thousand nine hundred ninety-three, relating tc the keard ol

physical therapy (general provisions), are authorized.

NOTE: The purpecse of this bill is to authorize the Beard of
Physical Therapy to promulgate legislative rules relating to the
Board.

This secticn is new; therefore, strike-throughs and
underscoring have bteen omitted. _
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TO: Frank Cavton

AGENCY: Physical Therapy

FROM: JUDY COOPER, DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION

DATE: April 8, 1994

THE ATTACHED RULE FILED BY YOQOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN ENTERED INTO OUR
COMPUTER SYSTEM. PLEASE REVIEW, PROOF AND RETURN IT WITH ANY
CORRECTIONS. IF THERE ARE NO CORRECTIONS, PLEASE SIGN THIS MEMO
AND RETURN IT TO THIS OFFICE. YOU WILL BE SENT A FINAL VERSION OF
THE RULE FOR YOUR RECORDS.

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED RULE OR THIS FORM WITHIN TEN
{10) WORKING DAYS OF THE DATE YOU RECEIVED THIS REQUEST. CALL IF
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

SERIES: 1 TITLE: 16 Phvsical Therapy

* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND IS CORRECT.

SIGNED:

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING:

DATE:

HRRRRRRERRRAREREIRRA AR A AT T AR AT d T b rd®

* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND NEEDS CORRECTING. THE
CORRECTIONS HAVE BEEN MARKED

SIGNED: g/mjmu h// ﬂ%/‘lﬁ/ s 798+ “//G/ —
TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING: (C? \/E(f, ////,%m IOQ;A ;:u/—-o
DATE : Ro- gy ( Finorsy A ﬁ’ tal P25, V4 ‘f'c—f’/

NOTE : IF¥ YOU ARE NOT THE PERSON WHQO HANDLES THIS RULE, PLEASE
FORWARD TO THE CORRECT PERSON.
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