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WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF PHYSICAL 'THERAPY
SERIES 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS
§16-1-1. General.
1.1. Scope. | --- This legislative =zule provides for the

procedures of the West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy.
1.2. Authority. --- W. Va. Code § 30-20-1, et. seq.

1.3. ¥#iling Date. --- , 1983.

i.4. Effective Date. --- ;1883

§16-1~2. Definitiocns.

The following words and phrases as usad in these rulas shall have
the following meanings, unless the context otherwise regquires:

2.1. "Licensed physical therapist" means any physical therarist
helding a'licénse or temporary permit issued by the West Virginia Beard
of Physical Therapy. An individual who possesses a temporary permit
issued by the Board to practice physical therapy is subiect to the

conditions set forth in W. Va. Code 8 30-20-5(a) and section 7 of this

Rule
2.2. "Licensed thearapy assistant" means a physical therapy
assistant heolding a license issued by the West Virginis Board of




Physical Therapy. 2An individual who possesses a temporary permit as
a physical therapy assistant is not fully licensed to practice zs a
vhysical therapy assistant, and as such is subject to the conditions
get forth in W. Va. Code § 30-20-85(b) and Section 8 of this rule.
2.3. "Physical therapy" means the therapeutic treatment of any
person by the use of massage, mechanical stimulation, heat, cold,
lighz, . alr, water, electricity, socund and exercise, including

cbilization of the jeints and training in functicnal activities, for
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the vurpose of correcting or alleviating any physical or mental
condition or preventing the development of any physical or mental
disgsability, and the performance cof nsuro-muscular-skeletal tests and
measurements as an aid in diagnosis, evaluation or determination of the
existence ¢f and the extent of any body malfuncticon: Provided, That
electromvography examination and electrodiagnostic studies other than
the determination of chronaxia and strength duration curves shall not
be pericrmed except ~nOnder the supervision o©f a physician
electromyograéher‘and.électrodiagnostigian” Physical-therapy'dées not
include the use of radlology and radiun for diagnostic and therapsutic
purposes, or the use of eleciricity for surgical purposes, including
cauterization. ;

4. "Physical theraplist assistant'" means a health-care worker
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who assists the l1icensed physical therapist in the provision of
phvsical therapy. The physical therapist assistant is regquired to work
under the direction and supervizion ¢f the licensed physical therapist.
The physical theraplst assistant may ailso carry cukt routine operaticnal
functions, including supervision of the physicdl therapy aide or

egquivalent, and documentatlion of treatment preogress. The abiiity of




the physical therapist assistant to perform selected and delegated
tasks shall be assessed on an ongoing basis by the supervising licensed
physicél therapist. The phyéical therapist assistant may, with prior
approval Dby the supervising licensed physical therapist, adjust a
specific treatment procedure in accordance with changes in patient
status. In addition, the phyeical therapist assistant shall function
within the following guidelines:

{i) When the licensed physical therapist and the physical
therapist assistant are not within the same physical setting., the
performance of the delegated functions by the physical therapist .
assistant must be consistent with safe and legal physical therapy
practice predicated on the following factors:

{a} Complexity and activity of the patient’s needs;
(b) proximity and accessibility to the licensed
physical therapist;
(¢) supervisicn avallable in the event of emercencies
or criticzl swvents; and B
{d} type ci setting if which the service ig renderad.
{11} The physical therapist assistant shall not perform the

folleowing physical therzpy activities:

(a) interpretation of referrals;
{b) ophnysical therapy initial evaluaticn and re-
evaiuatiaon;

{c) identification, determinaticn, or medification of
plans o care [including goals and treatment programs) ;

(d) final discharge assessment/evaluation or

ezstablishment of the discharge rlan; or . - -

)




(=) therapsutic technigques beyond the educaticon, skill
and knowledge of the physical therapist assistant.

(3ii} As cgntained in this section, the term "supervision”
shall mean authoritative prccedural guldance by a licensed physical
therapist for the accomplishment of a function or activity, with
initial directicn and periodic inspection on a regular basis by a
licensed physical therapist of the actual act of accomplishing the
function of activity. The supervising licensed physical therapist Is
responsible for and as such must participate in the patient’s care to
the degree specified below depending upon the practice setting.

{(iv) In addition t¢ the supervision reguirements under
W. Va. Code § 30-20-2, varving degreess of supérvision of the physical
therapist assistant are reguired depending upon the practice setting
in whilich the care is delivered:

(a) when care is delivered in a hospital or other
acute-carse canter, free-standing, or independent practice sstting, a

ust be on premises at all times.

A

licensed physical therapist

(b} when care is delivered in a skilled/unskilled
nursing facility, home health, or schocl system setting, the following
reguirements must be observed and documented in the patient records:
(1) a licensed physical therapist must be

accessible by telecommunications to the physical therapist assistant

Q)

at all times that the physical therapist assistant iIs treatin

patients.
(2) an initial visit must be made bv a licenssd

—

physical therapist for evaluation of the patient and establiishment

Q
rh

a plan of cares. - .
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(3) a joint .wisit by the licensed physical
therapist and the physical théfapist assistant must be made on the
physical therapist assistant}s first wvisit to the. patient.

(4} at least cnce every ten (10) physical -
therapist assisgtant visits, or within fifteen (135) calendar days,
whichever occurs first, there must be a joint on-site wvisit by the )
licensed physical therapist assistant and the licensed gphysical
therapist. - )
(3) the licensed physical thezzpist must make
the final wisit to terminate the plan of care.

(v) The akbreviation "P.T.A" denotes by statute "Physical
Therapy Assistant”, however it may also dernote "FPhysical Therapist
Assistant", as the two terms are considered by the Board to indicate : ;
the same level of practice. - o o

{vi) There shall Dbe no mcre than two physical therapy
assistantes licenssd to practice in the State Ifor every physical
therapist_so licensed. .

(vii) No more than two physical therapy assistants may
perform under the direct supervision of a licensed physical therapist
at any one time.

2.5. & licensed physical therapist nust be on the premises at all
times while the activities of a physical therapy aide invelving
assistance in the practice of physical therapy are baing performad.
§16-1-3. Faes.

The applicant shall pay to .the Board the application Ifee

estabiished Dby statute. In addition, the 32card may charge feés

reascnably relatéd to the cost of providing services fo applicants oz

wn




interested parties. The services for which fees may be collected
include, but are not limited teo, wverification of lic@asure to ancther
State; duplicaticn of license cards or wall certificates; copying;
postage expenses; malling lists; and processing of returned checks.
§16-1-4. Licensing Individuals outside the United States.

4.1. A physical therapist candidate for licensure in West
Virginia who was educated outside of the United States must meet the
following criteria in order to be eligible for licensure by the Board:

4.1.1. Credentials:

{1) Education.

(a2) The applicant is to be a physical therapy graduate
of a foreign institution of higher learning with at least the
egquivalent of 2 B. 8. degree in Physical Therapy as determined by the
Board.

(b) Equivalent educaticn is to ke reported to the
Eoaxd through a Board approved credentialing agency.

{2) Znglish Proficiency:

{a} Unless the native language 1is English, the
appiicant must demonstrate proficiency in English by passing the Test
of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) with a grade of at least Tive
hundred f£ifty (550), and Test of Spcken English (T8E) with a total
scoxre of at least two hundred twenty (220), and the Test of Written
English (TIWE) with a scoxe of at least four (4).

24.1.2. Supervised Practice.

(2) The applicant must successfully complete a period

of supsrvised practice under a licensed physical therapist. Said




period shall be a minimum of six (6) menths, and shall nct. differ in
length based upon the nationality of said foreign graduates.
gle-1-~-5. Scoresg.

The applicant must take the examination and cobtaln a passing
score that is established by the Board. The Board will review this
required score periodically and amend it as necessary Lo ensure that
applicants have the necessary training and education.

§le-1-5. Issuance, Renewal or Reingtatement of License.

(a} The Beard reserves the right to evaluate the applicant
according to the tegting, licensure, or procedural requirements as
initiated by the agency (Federaticn of State Boards of Physical
Therapy) responsible for administering the exam.

'§16-1-7. Temporary Permit for Physical Therapists.

7.1. An individual possessing & temporary permit issued by the
Board to practice physical therapy in the State of West Virginia shall
practice.under the supervision of a licensed physical therapist.

7.2. A temporary permit may be issued in the following instances
only te individuals who have met the eligibility criteria set forxrth in
W. Va. Ccde § 30-20-6, and who have submitted proper application and
identification as determined by the Board: i

(a) Pending examinations, to any physical therapist
applicant who is a new graduate of .a program approved Dby the
accrediting body <f the APTA. Said temporary permit shall expire
thirty (30) days after the Board gives written notice oI the results

of the examination held next follewing the issuance of such temporary

9]

permit. TUpon such expiration, no additional temporary permit may be

obtained by such appliicant.




{(p} To a person WAoo possesses an unencumpcered license in
another state ox territory or possession of the United States and who

s a graduate of a program approved by the accrediting body of the

I..l.

APTA. Said temporary permit shall be valid only Zor a period of ninety
(90) days in the calendar yesar in whick issued and such permit may not
be renewad, nor ancother therecf issued to the same pserson in the same
calendar year.

(¢) To a foreign-trained physical therapist who possesses
an unencumbered license in ancother state or territory or possession of
the United States and who meets all other West Virginila reguirements.
Said temporary veéermit may be issued during the period of supervised
practice as set forth in W. Va. Code § 30-20-8{a) (5). Baid pericd of
supervised practice shall be at least six (6) months and shall not be
based upon the nationality of said forxeign graduate.

(<) To a foreign-trained physical therapist who has never
been licensed in another state or territory or possassion of the United

States and who meets zll other West Virginiz requirements. Sai

o)

temporary permit may be issued during the period of supervised practice
as set forth_ in W. Va. Code § 30-20-56(a)(5). Sald period of
supervised practice shall be at least six (6) months and shall not be
pased upcn the nationality of said foreign gracduate.
§le-1-8. Temporary Permits for Physical Therapy Assistants.

5.1. Upon proper application and identification as determined
by the Board, and the payment of the appl;cable_nonfrefundable_fee,
the Beoard may issue, without examination, a temporary vermit to act

as a physical therapy assistant in this State.




8.2. While the physical therapist assistant is practicing undexr
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a temporary permit, a licensed physical therapist must be on the
premises at all times. ALl progress notes written by the physical
therapist assistant with a temporary permit shall be cosicned by a

licensed physical therapist supervisor within twenty-four (24) hours.

8.3. BSaid temporary permit may be issued : -
(a) To any pihysical therapist assistant who meets the
regulrements cf-W. Va. Code § 20-20-6(k) (1) and (2). Said temporary

permit shall expirse thirty (20) days after the Board gives written
notice- - of the results of the examination held next following the
issuance of such temporary permit. Upon such expirztion, no additicnal
temporary permit may be obtained by such applicant.

{b) To a person who possesses an unencumbered license in
another state or territory or possession of the United States and who
is a graduate of a program approved by the accrediting body of the
APTA. Said temporary vermit shall be valid only for a period of ninety
(907”&&?5 in the calendar year in which issued and such permiz may net
be renewed, nor ancother theresof issued to the same perscon in the same
calendar yeaxr.

§l6-1-9. Applications.
The aprlicant must complete the application form provided by the

Board and supply the feollowing information:

(2) personal information;
(1) efducaticonal information: T
{e}) Thistcry of previcus work experience, if applicahle;

written responses to guestions regarding criminal offenses;

[oh




(e} name and address of prospective emplover in West Virginia;
and
{£) .pheoto identification.
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WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE o176 1o M3
LEGISLATIVE RULE-MAKING REVIEW COMMITTES
Room M-152, State Capitol

Charleston, West Virginia 2530 OFFIGE OF WEST VIROINIA
o5t virginia 23305 SECRETARY CF STATE
(304) 34C-3236
Senator Joe Manchin III, Co-Chair Depra 4. Graham, Counse!
- - " -
Delegate Brian 4. Gallagher, Co-Chair , Marie Nickerson, Admr, Assistant

NOTICE OF ACTION TAKEN BY LEGISIATIVE RUTE-MAKING REVIEW COMMITTEE'

Octcber 19, 1993

TO: Ken Hechler, Secretary of State, State Register

TO: - The Honorable Chuck Peolan
Cabinet Secretary
WV Board of Physical Therapy
Capitol Complex
Charleston, WV 25305

FROM: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee
PROPOSED RULE: Gehneral Provisions

The Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee recommends that the West
Virginia Legislature:

1. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative Rule
(a) as originally filed
(b} as modified by the agency X

2. Authorize the agency to promulgate part of the Legislative
rule; a statement of reascons for such recommendation is
attached. , . ,

3. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule
with certain amendments; amendments and a statement of
reasons for such recommendation is attached.

4. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule
as modified with certain amendments; amendments and a
statement of reasons for such recommendation is attached.

5. Recommends that the rule be withdrawn: a statement of
reasons for such recommendation is attached.

Pursuant to Code 29A-3-11(c¢), this notice has been filed in the State
Register and with the agency proposing the rule.

cc: Frankie Cayton
WV Board of Physical Therapy
Rt. 1, Box 306
Lost Creek, WV 26385




