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§14-1-1. General. TSRS

1.1. Scope. -- Theserulesestablish This rule establishes the operation of the West Virginia
Board of Optometry and the requirements, procedures and responsibilities for licensure as an
optometrist.

1.2, Authority. W. Va. Code §30-8 §30-8-1 et. seq.
1.3. Filing Date. -- Deecember28;1982:
1.4. Effective Date. -- DPecember28;-1082




§14-1-4- §14-1-2. Applications And Examinations.

4+ 2.1. Before any person shall be permitted to take the examination for a license to practice
optometry in this State he or she shall submit a written application on the Board's application form,
which will be supplied by the secretary of the Board upon request, setting forth his or her name;
address, date and place of birth, citizenship and a detailed history of his or her educational
qualifications, showing the name, the place where and the length of time which the applicant
attended schools. The applicant shall also state in sueh the application whether he or she has taken
any other State Board examinations and the results of the examinations and whether or not he or she
has actively engaged in practice of optometry in any other state. With the application he or she shall
include two (2) current photographs of himself or herself, not to exceed 2 inches by 2 inches in size.

42 2.2. Such The application shall contain the signatures of three (3) persens individuals
who attest to the good moral character of the applicant and in addition to these signatures a letter
from each of these individuals shall accompany the application form. Each signature on the
application form shall be sworn to before any officer legally qualified to administer oaths.

4:3: 2.3. In sueh the application the applicant shall state that he or she will abide by the laws
of this State regulating the practice of optometry and by the Rules andRegutations adopted, or which
hereafter be are adopted, by the Board.

44 2.4. Sueh The application shall be subscribed by the applicant and sworn by him or her
before any officer legally qualified to administer oaths.

ttatter; The Board shall deny the right to take the examination to any person
furnishing false information in the application, or if the applicant has been licensed before it is made
known to the Board of the falseness of sueh the information, sueh the license shalk-be is subject to
suspension, revocation or cancellation.

4:6- 2.6. A certification of graduation from a high school, or its equivalent, and certified copies
of the transcripts of records from pre-optometry and optometry colleges attended by the applicant
shall accompany each application. whiek The certified transcripts of record shall show the total
number of hours of attendance, the subjects studied, the grades given and the date of graduation.

4-7- 2.7. The applicant shall file the completed application and examination fee must-be-filed

with the secretary of the Board not later than ten (10) days prior to the first day of the examination




dates. However, it is rccommended that applications be in the hands of the secretary thirty (30) days

prior to the examination dates to facilitate processing time and assurance of permission of the

applicant to take the examinations. In the event an applicant intends to retake said the ¢cxamination,

the fee (if applicable} and the notice of his or her intention to retake sate the examination mast shall

also be in the secretary's office ten (10) days prior to the examination dates. The completed

application, records and fees are to be mailed to the secretary in one (1) parcel and all transcripts,
: , are to be left unsealed.

4-5- 2.8. The fee for taking the examination shalt-be is fifty dollars ($50.00). An applicant
failing to pass an examination satisfactory to the Board shalt is, at either the first or second
succeeding examination conducted by the Board, be entitled to a reexamination without further cost,
but one (1) steh reexamination shall-exhaust-his exhausts his or her privilege under his or her
original application. trgin tOR-5t 3 trtys

2 El

4:9: 2.9. If an application has been received by the secretary and the records processed for
applicant's qualification to take the examination and if an examination has been prepared, failure of
the applicant to appear witheonstitute constitutes the same as taking the examination but without
grades. The applicant will-be is entitled to take a second examination at no cost. This section will
not does not apply if an applicant has notified the secretary of his or her inability to appear for
examination due to acceptable extenuating circumstances.

§14-1-5: §14-1-3. Rules For Examination.

oo r4 oo IR cbl A ovan - lg o aHbe-omnd
3 PR

of-the—apphieant: The Board shall conduct, in_writing, examinations for a license to practice
optometry in this State and by any other means as the Board shall determine adequate to ascertain
the qualifications of the applicant. All applicants examined at the same time shall be given the same
written examination. Each-applieantshallbegivenduenetiee The Board shall give each applicant
due notice of the date and place of the examination and advised that his or her records have been
received and are complete. If his or her records are incomplete he or she will also be se advised as
to what records are missing or improper.

52 3.2. Prior to an examination the secretary of the Board or a member of the Board
designated by the president, should if the secretary be is absent, shall prepare a tentative schedule
showing the time allotted to each subject and the order in which they will be given. said The
schedule to shall meet the approval of a majority of the members of the Board. t
sehedule-witltbemade avattable o teants-taking-the-examination. The secretary shall make
1on, the approved schedule. i f

available. to the applicants taking the examinat

GO 000 s W - a 2o Y CE The SeCretal'V Shall
the examination to use good English and write in a legible manner.

53 3.3. The written examinations wilt shall start on the second Sunday of February and July
at nine a.m., unless otherwise directed by the president, and each applicant wilt shall register with
the secretary or his or her representative, at ei ght thirty a.m. Fhi Hiatton-t t

el g atr ca VIl i} ait », aw Il

54 3.4. The examination shall be divided into six written parts. Each member of the Board
wiil shall be given one or more subjects to prepare for each examination and the questions for these
subjects are to be submitted to the secretary at least thirty (30) days prior to the examination. The
secretary or his or_her appointed representative wilh shall then have all subjects prepared in
individual jackets for uniform examinations. The examination subjects will include: Anatomy and
Physiology, Pathology, Theoretical Optometry, Pharmacology and Contact Lenses, or any other
subject deersed considered necessary by the Board. Applicants wilt shall also be given an oral
examination by the Board during the period of the personal interview. An applicant must pass each
examination subject must-be—passed with a seventy-five percent (75%):

b ] e (ot »




tted: Provided, that if the applicant achieves a minimum grade of eishty

percent (80%), he or she is only required to retake the two (2) examination subjects failed. Hihree
sibr : e re-examinatiommistberetaken- Ifthe applicant fails three (3) subjects.

he entire examination.

asroyea ol o
S AdITTTTTA VI

Cra-erey

£ PR WOk TN
T CAAITITITAaT O Wl

(25N

...
1]
&
=
o
b
fa
2

CEhMEo-arexamina
ard-sdre-alall baxa tadh o e o
Al Ty IO s by C -ty SPHos

b NN \ ST T P I N S |
1 SO Y IO UTAal IO tO-1EYCltr
h|

5 & At —tlh et oot E SN AR al o
U—xtt 134 r

oo
q
<
A
A
e:
e
H
o} o
Y
[+:]
G

b
I
[4:9 8

il

b @

5
;

..c;‘-'I

6o
=
&
=
=
ja
g
:

P & 4
4
¢
#
T

—
j=
o
{
s
=
e
g
o
ot
Ja

c,\
A

T
=
&

PERp 1
T

e o e oy g o 1o 20
CIhC eI et ON13-COot

L
L

=]

=3

s
=
e
{]

v oo
e
s
ja

o SN o I A
e Droalu—rrpprcantsS—Ssn
34 1n o ]

)
M rle s tle g Taso oo b
WL Y T S T L A U G O O T T R TS0 1Ot

guestronsof-any-examination:

5+ 3.5. When examination papers are delivered to the secretary or presiding examiner they
become the property of the Board and shall not be returned to the applicant or delivered to any other
person. Each Board member shaltbe is custodian of his or her own examination papers which must
be preserved for a period of thirty (30) days after final grading and results announced to the
applicant.
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5% 3.6. At the direction of the president, the secretary or his or her appointed representative
may conduct the examination without a quorum of the Board being present.

§H4-1-6: 14-1-4. Colleges Of Optometry.

6+ 4.1. A college of optometry, to be approved by the Board, must shall maintain high
scholastic and professional standards and srust shall also be approved by the Council on Education
of the American Optometric Association.

62 4.2. No College of Optometry shall be approved by the Board unless sueh the college
requires at least two (2) years of pre-optometry work at the college or university level and at least
three (3) years work in the College of Optometry, or at least one (1) year preoptometry work at the
college or university level at least four (4) years work in the College of Optometry, West-Virginia

» t=) El

63< 4.3. The secretary shall keep an up-to-date list of all Colleges of Optometry recognized
approved by the Board, saehtistte-be and make the list available to anyone desiring it.

§H4-1-% 14-1-5. Licenses.
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certifieate-issued-there-will- be-afive-dollar$ : ate: n applicant
1s examined by the Board and found gualified to practice the profession of optometry in this State
he or she shall be notified by letter by the secretary. In this letter the secretary shall also advise the
applicant of the required five dollar ($5.00) certificate fee and the annual twenty dollar ($20.00)
renewal fee. Ifthe applicant fails to pay the required fees after ninety (90) days. his or her records
will be so marked and he or she shall not be listed as a registered optometrist in this State. The
secretary shall make every effort to locate such applicants and will send a registered letter with

receipt requested to the address given by the applicant.
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Board shall issue a Ireense to practrce the Drofessron of optometry in thzs State 10 any person who

passes the examination and meets the requirements of the Board. The fee for issuing this license is
five dollars ($5.00) to be paid by check or money order made payable to the West Virginia Board
of Optometry. There is a five dollar ($5.00) charge for a duplicate certificate.

73 3.3 Aceertifteateissuedby the Board-withinelude The Board shall issue a certificate which
includes the licensee's name in full, the name of the county of the licensee's choice, a certificate
registration number, the Board seal the effective date of the certificate and the mgnatures of the
Board members. The picture sent by the applicant in the application requirements will be returned
and may be used in connection with the certificate.

74 5.4. Bvery person practicing optometry in this State shall display his or her license renewal

and certificate in his or her principal office. {Sectionsix;-articleeightchapter thirbrof-the-West
Varginia-Codey

§H4-1-8: 14-1-6. Renewals.

&1 6.1. All registered optometrists who desire to continue in active practice shall, annually,
on or before the first day of August, of each year, renew his or her certificate of regrstratlon and pay
an annual renewal fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) and submit proof of acquisition of all required
continuing education hours. Any certificate of registration which has not been renewed during the
month of August in any one year shath-expire expires on the first day of September of that year.
GSee&efrseveﬂ—aﬁre}&erght—ehapfeﬁh%ﬁyeﬁhe%esH&rguﬂ&eeée—) '
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&2 0.2. All renewal fees shall be paid by check or money order made payable to the
secretary-treasurer of the Board

&3> 6.3.Upon receipt of the renewal fee the secretary shall issue an annual renewal certificate
card bearing the number of the license, the year for which renewed and sweh any other information
as the Board may-deem considers necessary.

&4 6.4.When an optometrist has failed to pay his or her annual renewal fee by August 15 of
any one year, it shalt-be i1s the duty of the secretary to not1fy this the optometrist by registered mail
at his or her last known address, that seid the fee is due and unpaid and cite the penalties of
practicing optometry without said the renewal. The secretary shall further advise thisthe the optometrist
that his or her license to practice optometry willbeeomevotd expires on the followmg first day of
September. ; 5

86— 6 3 Thc secretary of the Board shall make every effort to notrfy all optometrlsts ef—fhe

m—t—hxs—sfrafe the notrheatlon does not reheve a reqrstered optometrist of the dutv to renew hrs or her

eglqtratlon

860 0.6. Every optometrist shall display his or her renewal certificate in a conspicuous place
in the prmcrpal office where he or she practices optometry. If an optometrist practices his or her

profession in more than one (1) office (branch office) he or she shall be-required—te have an
additional renewal card for each office, obtained upon request to the secretary. Every optometrist
witl-berequired-te shall notify the secretary of any branch office and address.







§H4-1-1 14-1-7. Unlawful Use Of The Prefix "Doctor" Or "Dr."

-H—l—u eC Hhwenty-onerartcietenchapters y=ORe e-Coaeot-vves -1';*:“
“YUnlawfuluse-of-the-prefix"Doctoror 'Pr—Jt-shall be-unlawfil Under West Virginia Code
§61-10-21, it is unlawful for any person to use the prefix "Doctor” or "Dr." in connection with his

or her name in any letter, postcard, advertisement, sign or public display of any nature whatsoever,
without affixing thereto suitable

words or letters designating the degree which

he or she holds. Any

& ,

+2-4- 8.1. The following rmiles—shallgover rule governs the attendance of educational
optometric programs for annual license renewal:

Hreinta Beard-o oftetiy-at-the-time he-applies-forrenewal-of Hieense - It is the responsibility
of the registered optometrist to show evidence of meeting the education requirements when he or
she applies for renewal of his or her license.

8.3. Sueh-evidencemustshewhis The evidence shall show his or her attendance for a minimum
of eight (8) hours during the preceding year at educational optometric programs covering one or
more of the subjects taught in optometry colleges approved by the Optometry Board.

8.4. Speakers, lecturers and others participating in the presentation of the program must be
recognized as possessing requisite qualifications and being expert and of recognized repute in their
field.

8.5. Instruction courses sponsored by individuals or institutions for commercial purposes are




not recognized; nor are any programs in which the speaker advertises or urges the use of any
particular ophthalmic product or appliance.

3 Ed ucatlonal programs sponsored bv the following orgamzatlons approved as

meeting the mimimum standards are:

(a) Educational meetings of the American Optometric Association;

(b) Educational meetings of the West Virginia Optometric Association and other state
Optometric Association educational meetings;

(c) Scientific sections of the American Academy of Optometry;
(d) International Optometric sponsored meetings;
(e) Regional Optometric Extension Program congresses;
(f) Postgraduate courses offered at any approved College of Optometry;
(g) Southeastern Educational Congress;
(h) National Contact Lens Congress;
(1) Optometric Center of New York; and
(j) Counsel on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE).
8.7. Evidence of attendance shall be furnished by the sponsoring organization to each registrant

at the program signed by its secretary or chalrman showing the date and place of meenng, speaker
or 1nstructor and hours in attendance 113 A : grstra :

The reglstrant shall subm1t ev1dence of attendance w1th the apphcatlon for renewal of hlS or her

license, to the Board. To be granted exemption from the required attendance, a registrant must shall
file a sworn affidavit containing valid reasons for noncompliance with the Secretary of the West
Virginia State Board of Optometry when he or she applies for renewal of his or her license.

= Upon request for approval from the reg1strant the

Board may approve meetings or seminars either within or without the State of West Virginia, at least
thirty (30) days prior to the meeting or seminar.

§14-1-12: §14-1-9. Diagnostic and Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents.

12:5: 9.1. In recognition of the special course of study in pharmacology taken by those
optometrists licensed to practice in West Virginia, the West Virginia Board of Optometry recognizes
as certification to utilize diagnostic and therapeutic pharmaceuticals the satisfactory completion of
those courses given by the Pennsylvania College of Optometry in West Virginia during the periods
of February through May 1975 and February through June 1976.

9.2. Any optometrist licensed to practice in West Vlrglma must halI satisfactorily oomplete
a Board approved course in pharmaceuticals. ¥ ; : <
reqttisiter The optometrist shall obtain written approval from the Board prior to taklng the course.

9.3. All optometrists who qualify and become certified to use pharmaceutical agents must shall
also provide a notarized statement verifying that they have a Slit-Lamp and Visual Field Testing
Device as a part of their office testing equipment.




126: 9.4. A drug log, to be specified by the Board, shall be maintained by any optometrist
utilizing pharmaceuticals. Said The log will shall include the following in order: the patient's name,
dat of treatment, drug, dosage and purpose of application and shall be available to the Board at any
and all times.

12+ 9.5. It shall-be is unlawful for any optometrist certified by the Board to utilize
pharmaceuticals to, in any way whatsoever, hold himself or herself forth as being superior or
different from any optometrist not so certified, violation of satd rule to be punishable by revocation
of the right to use pharmaceuticals.



