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SECTION | - GENERAL RULES S =

L0+ Effective Scone of Rules and Reswiaitonsr—=

_—

—

All ruies and regulations of a general nature herein
promulgated are to prevent waste, protect correlative righ*s,
and To conserve oll and gas in the State of West Virginia and

are applicable in all poois and fielids developed subseguent To

their sdoption, except as may be amended, mcdified, aitered or

_enlarged generally or in specific poois or fields by orders

hereafter issued by the Commissionar. Where Spacial Fisld
Ruies appiy, Tthe Special Field Rules shaill govern to the ex-

TenT of any conflict.

4////f~“:;;;;:§:;ufies of the Commissioner.

2

./

The duties of the Commissioner shall be as described in

+he Statute. -

G205 Access to Records.

2,

2,

The Commissioner and/or his authorized agent shall have
access To such deep well and i{ease records, wherever located,
as may be necessary in the performance of his statutory
duties. All persons or operators, drilling or servicing ceesp
wells, shall permit the Commissioner and/or nis authorizad
agent, To come upon any lease, property, or deep wel!l operated

or confrolled by them, and +¢ inspect The record and operation

of such desp wells and to have access aT reasonable Times to

such records of deep wells; provided that, Information so

obtainad shall be kept confidential.
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Reporis.

All cperators and purchasers of oil and 333 wiTnin TR
State shall; from time to time, flle such reports containing
such information and covering such pericds as the Commissioner,
in order to perform his statutory duties, may require by rule
or regulation.

Tests and Survevys.

When deemed necessary or advisable in The performance of
his statutory duties, the Commissioner, by rule or reguiation,
may require tests and surveys fo determine the cccurrence of
waste of oll, gas, water, or reservoir energy and the magni-
tude thereof.

Corrective Action.

The Commissioner shall require corraction of any condition
which is causing or is likely to cause waste of oil or gas and
require the proper plugging and abandonment of ary desp well
or wells no longer used or useful.

Well Deslgnaticns.

The operator, upon completion of any deep well, shzil

install and maintain, upon the deep well site, propsr icemt
fication theresof, including but not limited +o, the opsrator's
name, name of lease, number of the weil, APi‘number {composed

of State, county, and permit number).




27 108 Naming of Fields.

All oll and gas fields subject to the Statute discovaree
subsequent To the adoption of these rules and regulations shaltl
be named by the Commissioner or at his directien.

-?'?i}4G§, Forms Upon Reguest.

Forms required by the Commissioner wil! be furnished upon

request.
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SECTION .41 - DEFINITIONS

"Commission” shall mean the West Virginia 01! ana Gas Coniarvas
Tion Commission, composed of three members appointed by the
Governor, the Director of Natura! Resources and the Deputy
Director for Qi} and Gas of the Jepariment of Mines.

"Commissioner” shall mean the person appointed by the West

Virginia Oi| and Gas Conservation Commission to the position

of Commissioner.

"Code" shali mean the Code of West Virginia, cne thousand, nine

hundred thitrty-one, as amended.

"Statute” shall mean article 4-A of chapter twenty-twe of *the

Code of West Virginia, one thousand, nine hundred, thirty-one,
as amendad. .

"Hearing" shall mean a proceeding in which any matter is heard
before the Commissioner.

"Day" shail mean a pericd of twenty-four (24) consecutive hours.
"Barei" shall mean forty-fwo (42) U.S. galions of *wo hundred
and Thirty-cne (231) cubic inches each at a2 Temperature of

sixty degrees (60°) Fahrenheit.

"Cubic foot of Bas" shall mean, in These rules and regulaticons,

the volume of gas contained in one cubic foot of space at 3
standard pressure base and 2 standard temperature base. The
standard pressure base shall be fourtezen and ssventy-+three
hundredths (14.73) psia and +he standard temperature base shall

be sixty degrees (60°) Fahrenheit.
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"Log or Well Log" shall mean a systematic detailed geclcgical

record of formations encountered in the driiling of a weli,

The words, "Person, Opsrator, Royaliy Owner, indepandent Fro-

ducar, Oil, Gas, Pool, Well, Shallow Weall, Deep Weil, Drilling

Unit, Waste, Correlative Rights, and Just and Equitable Shars

of Production", are defined by the Statufe and said definitions

are hersby adepted in these Rules and Regulaticns.

"Qil Well" shal}l mean any well which produces jess Than six

thousand (6,000) cubic feet of gas to each one {|) barre} of
oil on initial gas-cil ratic test, defining oil and gas.as in

+he Statute.

"Gas Well' shail mean any weil which produces six thousand

{5,000) cubic feet or more than six thousand (&,000) cubic
feet of ges to each oné (1) parrel of oil on ini+ial gas-oil
ratio test, defining oil and gas as in the Statute.

"Compistion". An oil weil shall be considered completed when

the well is first capable of producing new ¢il +hrough well-
head egquipment Injo lease tanks %rom the ultimate producing
intarval after the producing string has been run. A gas wel]l
shall be considered compieted when the well is capatle ¢f
producing gas through wellhead equipment from the ulfimate
oroducing zone after The producing sTring has been run. A dry
hole shall be considersed completed when all provisions of
plugging have been performed., A multiplie completion is the
completicn of more than cne pool of hydrccarbon fluids into

one wel lbore.
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"Purchaser"” shall mean any person who directly or indirectiy
purchases, transports, Takes or otherwise ramavas 2il, Jas o+
other hydrecarben to his account from a well, lease, driliiag

unit or pocl.

"Figid" shall mean a2 geographic area which Is underizid or

asppears 7o be underiaid by at lzast one peool; and "field"
shall include The underground reservoir or reserveirs contain-
ing ofl or gas or both. The words "field" and "pocl" are
synonymous when only one underground reserveir is invelved;
however, "field" may relate to +we or more pocls.

"Wel| Spacing” shall mean the pattern or minimum distances

from driiling unit boundary lines and from other deep wells
driitling to or producible from the same pocl, at which deep

wells may be located on the surface.

-

"Jnit" shall mean @ lease or Two or mora leases which have

been combined In such & manner That The combined leases may be
regarded as a common [ease for the drilling and operation of a

deep oii or gas well.

"Designated Agent". The designated agent shall be 2 resident

of the State of West Virginia upon whom process, notices, orosr

b

or other communications issued pursuanT To these Rules and Reg-
ulztions may be served. Change in designated agent musT be
recelived by The Commissioner within five (5) days after such
change.

"Authorized Agent" shai! mean 2 representative of the Commissio-

ner.




2,267 "Special Field Rules!" are rules ordered after a deep well has
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been driilied establishing a field aor pool and an appiicaTian is
filed by the operateor ot the deap well or by the operator of
any lands directiy and immediately affected by the driliing of
such deep well or wells In the fleld or pocl. The Special
Fieid Ruies will designate the field or pool by name, the

area To which they are applicable, The acreage of each dritling
unit, the shape theresof, the minimum distance from the outside
coundary of each driiling unit at which a deep well may be

drilied and a minimum distance between deep weils. The Commis-

sioner may conform the size and shape of the drilling unit upeon
which 2 deep well s situated to the applicable Special Field
Rules. -
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SECTION U+T - OPERATIONAL RULES

r

Notlices = Ceneral and Emargency.

Any written notice of intention to do work which requires
The Commissiconer's approval or To change plans previously ap-
proved by the Commissioner must be filed with the Commissioner
in fripiicate, unless otherwise directed, and must receive his
approval before the work Is begun.

in case of emergency or a situation where cperations might
be unduly delayed, any writTen notice or approval required by
these rufes and reguletions to be given to or recsived from
the Commissicner may be given or received orally or by wire,
and, if approval is obtained, the transaction shal! be confirm-
ed in writing as a maffer of record.

Location of Wells.

To prevent waste, In the absence of an applicaticon for
Special Fisid Rules or Special Field Rules cordered by +the Com-
missioner establishing drifling units or authorizing different
deep well spacing or location patterns for a particular field
or poot or parts thereof, each deep well drilled shail be not
iess Than three thousand feet (3,000') from a desp well drifiing
To or capable of producing hydrocarbeons from the objective pool
of The deep wel!l and no deep well shal! be less Than four
hundred feet (400'}) from a lease or uniT boundary.

The Comissioner shail have the discretion 1o determine

pettern location of dgep wells adjacent to an area governed by
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Specizl Field Rules where there is suificient evidence to

indicate that the poci or reservoir spaced by The Speciat Tizia
Rules may extend beyond the boundary of +he spacing order and
the uniformity of the spacing pattern is necessary to insure
orderly development of The pocl! or fisid.

%

Exception To Location of Weliszs.,

42

When exception to Operaticnal Rule 3.82 or a Special Fieid
Rule applicablie o the location of deep wells iz desired, the
cperater shali file a supplemental application +o the applica-
tion required by Operational Rule 3+034 of these rules and regu-
lations with The Commissioner. A
The supplementai application shalil be accompanied by 2
plat or skefch, with appropriate coordinates, drawn to The scale
of one (i) inch equaling to two thousand feet (2,000') accurately
showing To scale all other completed, drilling, or permitted
deep oil and gas wells on said property or surrounding property
within a distance of twc (2) miles if the plat or sketch sub-
mitted under Cperaticnal Rule_Sqé% does net accurstely reflect
the hereinabove information. The plat shail show:
{a) The lccation at which a deep ol! or gas weil couic
be drilted in compiiance with The applicabie order;
{(t) The lccation at which The applicant requests per-
mission to driil, and;

{(c} The loccation 2t which deep <il or gas welis have

been drilied or could be drilled In accordance




with the applicable Special Field Order, directiy
or diagenally offsetting The propassad 2xcaptioa,

A The Commissioner, after notlice and hearing, may grant or
deny The appiication and require the withhcolding or approve
issuing of a permit pursuant To Operational Rule éﬂfmfiﬂ*y

No exception shall prevent any operator from drilling a
deep oi! or gas well on adjacent lands, directly or diagenally
offsetting The exception, at locations permitted by any appli=-
cable Special Fieid Rules orderad by vhe Commissioner.

Application for Parmit.

All applications submitted to the Deputy Dlirector for 011
and Gas for a permit to drill, redriil, stimuiate, operate,
piug, zbandon, deepen, case, fracture, pressure, convert, or
combine any deep wel!l, or physically change any desp well to
allow The migration of fiuid from one formation to ancother
shall be reviewed by The Coﬁmissioner or by an authorized agent
to ascertain compliance with these rules and regulations. The
Commissioner will provide the Deputy Director for Oil and Gas
wiTh 3 statemenT either approving or disapproving Tthe applics-
Tion based upon its compliance with Qi and Gas Conservation
rules and regulations and the statute. The permit wiil be issued
by The Deputy Dirsctor for Qil and Gas when the applicant has
complied with al! rules and regulations. The application shall
contain, or show by plaT or skerch, in additicon to the require-

ments of €22-4-1k, and administrative rules and regulations

-10=-




promuigated Thereunder:

{a)

(o)

(<)

A certificate of consent and casament Trom ali owress
of +the surface of the tract on which the deep well is
To be drilled, and;

A tabulation of 2l deep wells within cne mile of The
propesed locatien, inciudfng the AP! number of the
deep well, well name, and the name and address of The
operator, and;

On a plat for a proposed deep well {ocation in an

area covered by Special Fleld Rules, the boundaries

of the driliing unit, the distances from the proposad
deep well location to the nearest outside boundary
and The acreage of each tract within the driliing

unit shali be shown. Such piat shall accompany the
application and shall be drawn to a scale of one (1}
inch equa! to two thousand feet (2,000'). The plat
shatl be prepared by a licensed land surveyor or

registered engineer showing tThe district and county

In which the tract of land upon which The weli o ba

~drilied is logated, the acresage <f the fract, Tthe

names of mineral owners or lessees of adiacent tracts,
the proposed or actuai location of the well determined
by survey, The courses and distances of such locations
from fwo (2) permanent points or landmarks on said

tracts and the number f¢ be given The deep well. The

-11-
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plat will show all deep cil and gas or abandoned asep
oil and gas wells vithin one (1) mila of tha prondsss
or actual deep well for which a permit is scught and
the distances tTo each, and;

(d) Any other information which The Commissioner, by ruls
or regulation, may require in order fo perform his
statutory duties.

Monthiy Report of Gll and Gas Production.

For each deep oil or gas well, an annual report of pro-

duction by month shall be flled with the Commissioner. The
report will be filed on or before the succeeding March 31st.
The report will be filed regardless of the status of the deep
well.

The report fo be submitfed by The coperator or z person
specified by the operater shail include The operator'’s name,
piace of business, lease or well name, AP! number {compcsed of
State, county, and permit number), days produced during the
repert month, volume of cil measured in barreis or gas measured
in thousand cubic feet, and other pertinent information as The
Comiissicner, by rule or regulation, may reguire in the perform—'
ance of his statutory duties.

Filing of Wall Logs.

Within ninety (9Q) days after The compietTion of drilling
or recompietion of a desp well, The operator shall submit to

the Commissioner a copy of The well log and The electrical,

-7
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radiocactive or other similar conventicnal log i{ they have been
run. In addiTion, as soon as pracTicabls, and 4pon RS Taduas?
of the Commissioner, operators shail file a copy of drill s+em
test charts, formation water analysis, porosity, permeability
or fluid saturation measurements, core analysis, and lithologic
fog or sample descripTion as compiled; previded that, noe such
information shall be required unless the operator has compiled
such infermation in the ordinary course of business. No inter-
pretation of the data is to be fiijed.

At} information furnished to the Commissicner hersunder
with respect to a deep wel! marked "confidential" shall be
kept confidential for one (1) vear atter the date the informa-
Ticn is required To be filed hereunder, unless the owner gives
writien parmission to release such information at an earlier
date.

Measurement of Qil,

The volume of production of oii shall be computed in terms
of barrels of clean cil on the basis of meter measurement or
tank measurements of cil level difference, made and recorded To
The nearest quarter-inch of one hundred percent (1002} czpacity
Tables, subject To the following corrections:

(g) Correction for Impurities — The percentage of

imourities (water, sand, and other foreign sub-
sTances, not constituting 2 natural component

pari of the oll) shall bs determined To the

-13-
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satisfaction of the Commissicner and The observed
gross volume of oil shall be corraciad 79 axdiude
the entire volume of such Impurities.

(b} Temperature Correcticon — The observed volume of
oil corrected for impurities shall be further
corrected to +he standard volume at 60° Fahrenheit
in accordance with A.$.7T.M,D.~1250, Tabie 7, or any
revisions thereof and any supplemants thereto or any
close approximation thersof approved by the Commis-
sioner.

Measurement of (as.

All gas, excepT gas used on The lease for deveiopment pur-
poses and lease operations, when produced or sold shall be mea-
sured by an epproved meter of sufficlent capacity. The standard
pressure base fﬁr reporting purpcses shall be 14,73 psia regard-
less of atmospheric pressure a2t the point of measurement and
+he standard temperature base shali be 80° Fahrenheit.

Multiple Pool Complietion-or Commingling [in one Wei! Bore.

in *he absence of Speciai Field Rules, an operator will,
within seventy-two (72} hours atter commencing tc compiete =2
cdeep well in more tThan cne (1) pool, Tile written notice in the
office of the Conservation Commission of The intendad multipie
compietion, Within fourtesn (14) days afier the muiltiple com-
pleTion and before any production from The deep well is marketed,

the operater shall file a report stating whether The production
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is segregated or commingled, include a diagrammatic sketch
of the mechanical instailation, name and address of Tha Jpara-
tors and a piat showing *the location of the deep well and desp
wells within Two (20 m;Ies of the deep muitiple completion
weall which have been or may be capable cf being completed in
the same pool o pools.

The Commissioner wili provide ali operators of deep wells,
wiThin fwo (2} miies of the muitTiple completion, a copy of the

report. iT no protest is received and the Commissionar deter-

mines no waste will result from the completicn within fourteen

(14) days, the completion will be approved without notice and
hearing.

In the event the pools are segregated, fthe Commissioner
may require tests as he deems necessary To determine Tthe effec-
tiveness of the segregation oi The different producing pocls.

Intenticnal and Unintentional Deviation in Drilling.

Before beginning inTentionai directional drilling, other
+han sidetracking due to hole zonditions, when the infent is to
direct the bottom of the hole away from the vertical, notice of
intention to do so shall be filed with fhe permit application
and approval cbtained. Such notice shall state cleariy name
znd address of coperator, the deep wéll's APl number, lease name,
field or pool, county, The depth, exact surface location of Ths
well bore, proposed direction of deviation, and proposed hori-
zonta!l distance between The bottom of the hole and surface

iccation, reasen for intentional deviation and a3 list of offset

-15=-




operators. The Commissioner shalil notify cffset operators of
the applicants pian and hold the notice ten (10) days. Iif
objection is received, the application wil! be set for public
hearing. ! no objection is received, the application shall
be approved. |f approvai is obtained, the cperator shall file,
with The Commissioner within sixTy (80) days after the completion
of the work, an accurate and compiete copy of the directional
survey.

in ali deep wells, all operators shalil, when The safety of
the well bore is not in jeopardy, survey their weil bore for un-
intentiona!l deviation from the vertical at least svery five
hundred feet {(500') or every bit change if less than five hundred
feet (500'), but not mere frequently than two hundred and fifty
feet (250'}. The operator shall caiculate the cumulative random
drift of the bore hele from such survey as drilling progresses.
Th? operator shall file a copy of such record within sixty (60}
days after compietion of driiling operation and before sale of
hAydrocarbmms is made from the well,

in the avent safety praciudes & survey being performed as
described above, the operator shail, at +the Commissicner's re-
gquest, before compietion of drilling operations and before sale
of hydrocarbans is made from the well, run cased hole deviaticn
surveys cr directional surveys on the well bore to determine
that the pors hole is within The confines of The driiling unit.

in all deep wells, should the cperator calculate or have

reason to suspect the cumulative random drift excesds The surface

-186—~
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distance of the well from the nearest driliing unit boundary,
the operator shaitl run a directional survey on the bore hole
1o determine where The bore hole actually lies and file a copy
of such record within sixty (60) days after completing The
survey.

Production Po¥antial, Shui-in Pressure and Gas-Qil Ratic Testing

and Reporis.

Production potential, shut-in pressure and gas-ci! raTtio
testing and reporting may be required by The Commissioner To
perform his statufory responsibilities. In deep well gas Tesi-
ing, the methods prescribed in The Interstate Cil Compact Com-
mission's "Manual of Gas Well Testing'" shall be used.

Gas-0i}{ Ratioc Test.

Each operator shall take a gas-oil ratic test not later
than thirty (3C) days following the completicon or recompieTion
of any deep well proddcing from a pool which contains both oil
and gas. The results of such ftest shall be reported to The
Commissioner within fifteen (15) days affer the completion of
The test. ‘Upon applicaticn, The Commissicner may waive or
extend the time for making a gas-oii ratio Test. Additiconal
tests may be taken at any time and shal! be taken as required

by the Cemmissioner teo perform his stafutory responsibitities.

-17=-
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SECTION ¥ - SECONDARY RECOVERY RULES

Waterflcoding and Other Recovery Operations.

ApplicaTions for secondary or additional recovery opera~

Tions, whether by waterflcoding or repressuring or pressure

maintenance operations, for a pool productive of oil shal)

contain:

" {a)

§=9)

{c)

(d)

(e)

A plat drawn to a scale of one {1) inch equal fo

iwo thousand feet (2,000') showing the area in-
volved, Together with The well or wells, including
shailow wells and dry and abandoned wells located
therecn, 2ll ¢f which shall be properiy designated;
The name, description, and depth of the formations
To be affected;

The log of any injection well, or such similar in-
formation as is available;

A description of any injection well's casing or the
proposed casing program and The proposed method for
Testing casing before use in any injection wall;

A statement as to The Type of fiuid fo be used for
injection, its scurce and the estimated amounts to
be injected daily;

A full desgription of the particular cperatvion for
which approval is requested, inciuding the additicnal
oi! recovery anticipatad and the esconomic feasibility

of The project;

-18=
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(g} A copy of the unit agreement showing +he approval of
the plan and its terms Qf operation by the operators
of approximately three-fourths (3/4) of the acreage
(calculating partia! Interests on 2 pro rats basis
for operator interests on any parcel cwnad in common)
and The royaity owners of approximetely threse-fourths
(3/4) of the acreage (czlculating partial interests on
a pro rata basis for royalty intferests on any parcel
owned in commonl; and

(h) A statement of The designated operator for the unit.

Unit Operations.

. Subsequent o notice and hearing, at which the applicant
wili provide a copy of the unit agreement showing the approva!
of the plan and its ferms of operation by the operators of a+
ieasT +hree-fourﬁhs(3/;) of The acreage (calculating partial
inTerests on & pro rata basis for cperator interests on any
parcel owned in common) and the rovalty cwners of at least
three-fouris (3/4) of the acreage (czlculating partiai interests
on a2 pro rata basis for royalty interests on any parcel! ocwned
in cemmon}, The Commissicner may enter an order as provided in
sectlon eight, article four-a of chapter fwenty-two ¢of the Code
of WesT Virginia.

Monthly Report.

A monthly report of fluids injected and withdrawn shail te

filed in 2 form prescribed by the Commissioner.
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Notice of Commencement and Discontinuance of Injection COperations.

The Commissioner shal! be notified immediately, in writing,
upen the ccommencement of injection operations and within ten (10)
days after the discontinuance of injection operations. No injec-

Tion well shall be piugged without a permit.
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SECTIQﬂ;y/— RULES OF PRACTICE AND PRCCEDURE

The Commissioner, in all proceedings reilating to the
determination of Special Field Rules for the conservation of
oil and gas in the State of West Virginia, shall, in addition
to the provisions of section ten, articlte four-a, chapter
twenty-two of The Code, reguire evidence from an applicant as
follows:

(a) A topegraphic map at a scale of one (1) inch

equal to two thousand (2,000) feet with an
outline of +he area for which Special Field
Rufes are requested;

{b) Known lease ownership of the area for which
Special Field Rules are requested by plat at a
scale of one” (1} inch equal fTo two Thousand
(2,000) feet and/or 2 tesbulation of such owner-
ship;

(c) Geclogical mapping, records, and tesTimony
refevant fo the arsa to be spaced;

{d) Reservoir data anticipated for an average
proposed drilling unifT within The spaced
area;

{e) A comparative economic evaluation of spacing
patterns, based on estimated production and
rate of preduction of oil and/or gas of *the
average proposed driliing unit within The

spaced area,
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Conduct of attorneys before the Commission shall be the
same as required of atterneys before the Circuit Courts of the
State of West Virginia. Aftorneys or persons representing
‘hemselves shall stand when addressing the Commission or a wit-
ness. Any person testifying in response to a subpoenad or sub-
pOéna duces tecum issued by the Commissioner and any person
testifying in support of an applicaticon, or in oppositicon thereto,
shall be required to do so under ocath or affirmation adminisfered‘
by The Commissioner. Witnesses shall be examined with courtesy
and respect and their good faith shall be presumesd.

Smoking shail not be permitted in the hearing roocm of +the
Commissicon, either during session or during recess. Taking of
photographs or the broadcasting of proceedings in or from any
hearing room or so close thereto as to disturb the order and
decorum thereof either while the hearing is in session or at
recess is prohibited.

The conduct and demeanor of atfornevs and persons when pre-
sent during the proceedings shall be such as To reflect respect
for the dignity and authoriiy of the Commission and to maintain
the proceedings as an objective search for the applicable facis
and the correct printiples of iaw.

The electronic recording of any session is prohibitTed -except
as may be required by the Commissioner for preserving & record
thereof for the use of the Commissioner in conneciion with tThe

matter being heard. A Transcript cf fTesTimony shall be taken and

-
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preserved as part of the permanent record. Interested parties may

examine the official franscript or purchase a copy from the Commissicner.

Any operé#or intending 4o apply for Special Field Rules, shail,
along with The application which shal!l show applicants name and
addrass aﬁd describe the area for which a spacing order is requested,
send a notice of a pre-hearing conference T¢ the Commlissioner and
The coperaters oF any lands directly or immediately affected by the
proposai. The pre-hearing nctice shali include a8 |ist of +he names
and addresses of al! operators tc whom it was sent, a statement That
a diligent effort has been made To determine To whom The rotice mus+t
be senT, a statemant thaT opponents o the application must file
written notice with the Commissioner within ten (10) @?Eﬁx%{wfhe‘ J
conference will not be held, and The evidence requir%ﬁﬁii_i;élg. The
Commissicner shail set a day, time, and place for the pre-hearing
conference to be not less than Twenty (20) davs foilowing the date
of the pre-hearing notice. If no writfen opposition to +the applica~
tion is received by the Commissioner within ten (10) days after the
date of the pre-hearing notice, tThe Commissioner will advise ail
persons To whom the pre-hearing notice was sent that 2 conference
will net be held. |If any cperater relates in writing ¢ +he Commissi-
oner oppesition To The applicant's proposal, within fen (10) days,

a conference wilil be held. Any operater may attend and participate
in the conference(even Ttheugh he did not reguest iT. Opponents to

+the applicaTicon shall present evidence, as required of an appllicant
in 55%4, indicating where there s disagreement with The applicant,
sutficient to permit al| opéraTors Te atTempt o rescive the

dlfference.
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;xﬁf The Commissioner shal! assign the applicaiion a2 Cause Num-

{ L] ber and enter The proceeding along with i+s date of filing on a
separate page of tThe docket. Notice of the docket and the Time
and place of the hearing shal! be in accordance with The provis-
iens of the Statute. Hearing sha!l be not less than Ten (10)
days and nct mcrs %han thirty (303 days after receipt of the
appiication.

in addition to any othar notice required by law or These

rules, any person who believes That he may be interested in any
hearing before the Commissioner whe has filed a request for
notices, in writing, shall be entitled to receive a copy of the
docket for the hearing mailed by the Commissioner not later than
ten (10} days before tThe date of the hearing. Upon request,
such perscn will be furnished a ccpy‘of The applicaTion filed
with the Commissioner.

;,65 Any person desiring fo protest The granting of the appii-

ﬂz‘{ cation, shall, at least five (5) days prior to The date of the
hearing, Tile a statement <f oppesiticn and a counTernian with
The Commissioner and al!l operators cof lands directiy and irms-
diately affected and sTate briefiy The issues.

Q/Gg . The applicant will open The hearing and present the testimony

{ and exhlibits offered in support of the application. The applicant's
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witnesses will then be subject to cross-examination by the
Commissioner or any interested parties. The Commissioner shall
determine the order of the appearances of the other participants
in the hearing. Each interested party affected by the applica-
tion who has complied with the Ruies of Practice and Procedure,
may present testimony and exhibits in suppert of or in opposition
to the applicant's proposals. All witnesses shall be subject to
cross-examination as previously set forth.

The applicant may offar rebutfal testimeny znd exhibits,
but the witnesses will again be subject to cross-examination.
Surrebuttal tTestimony and exhibits and. subsagquent festimony and
exhibits may be permiited a2t the discretion of the Commissicner.

Closing statements and statements of position may be made
by the participants and a1l other interested perscns before +the
hearing is ciocsed or éf such Time as designated by the Commissio-
ner. No order shail be made which is not supported by competent
iegal evidence.

In addition to any special hearings which may be held, requ-
iar monthly hearings shall be held before the Commissioner. Where
circumstances permit, the Commissioner, afver sounding the docket,
may Tirst call up and dispcse cf aif non-contested matters and
motTions for continuance.

Any interested party may petition the Commissiconer for The
promulgation, amendment or repeal of any rule by Tiling a
written petition setting forth such facts and arguments as supporT

the petition. Upon receiving such petition, The Cocmmissioner, as
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soon as practicable, shali either (i) deny the petition in writing
(stating his reasons for denial), or (2) initiate rule-making pro-
ceedings pursuant To chapter twenty-ning-a, articls three or other
appropriate provisions of the Code of The State of West Virginia.

Thé Commissioner shall enter 2 spacing order or dismiss the
application therefor within forfy—five (45) days after the applica-
Tion for a spacing order has been filed.

Any person who is bound by any order of The Commissicner shail
have the right To compe! a hearing on the mafter if no such hearing

has been held.
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