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NOTICE OF A COMMENT PERIOD ON A PROPOSED RULE

AGENCY: West Virgipia Board of Occupational Therapy TITLE NUMBER: 13
Legislative

RULE TYPE: CITE AUTHORITY: W.Va.Code §30-28-6

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES —__ NO _*_

IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED:
TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED:

Series 6

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:
Ethical Standards of Practice

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:
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IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING, A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH
ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS
COMMENT PERIOD WILL END ON _Juve 18, 2009 AT 300pm ONLY WRITTEN

COMMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AND ARE TO BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

West Virginia Board of Occupational Therapy

3041 University Ave.

2nd Floor, Suite 6 THE ISSUES TO BE HEARD SHALL BE

Morgantown, WV 26505 LIMITED TO THIS PROPOSED RULE.

Voo, Mabicbslf

AuthoriZe8 Signature

ATTACH A BRIEF SUMMARY OF YOUR PROPOSAL




West Virginia Board of Occupational Therapy
3041 University Avenue
2" Floor, Suite 6
Morgantown, WV 26505
304-285-3150

www.wvbot.org

TO: Secretary of State and the LRMRC
FROM: West Virginia Board of Occupational Therapy
DATE: May 12, 2009

RE: Brief Summary and Statement of Circumstances

During the 2009 Legislative Session, House Bill 2309 was passed, amending §30-28, the
West Virginia Occupational Therapy Practice Act. In order to align our Title 13
Legislative Rules with the amended Practice Act, we have filed amended Series 1
Administrative Rules of the Board for consideration during the 2010 Legislative Session.
In addition to the amendments necessary to align with our Practice Act, the Board is
proposing that the current Series 1 Rule be broken into several more specific rules,
including;

Series 3 Fees for Services Rendered by the Board
Series 4 Continuing Education and Competence
Series 5 Competency Standards for Advanced Practice
(also filed as an Emergency Rule)
Series 6 Ethical Standards of Practice (New Rule attached)

The existing Series 2 Procedural Rule for Disciplinary, Complaint and Contested Case
Hearing Procedures will also be filed for amendment.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Board at the
number above.

incerely, v e
7. (uson NS, 012/ andei /,.ZZ% m oTR)
Kathy Quesenberry, MSM, OTR/L Martin Douglas, MS, OTR/L

President Secretary / Treasurer




APPENDIX B
FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title: Title 13, Series 6 Ethical Standards of Practice

Type of Rule: [[X ] Legislative [ |Interpretive [___| Procedural
Agency: West Virginia Board of Occupational Therapy

Address: 3041 University Ave.

2nd Floor, Suite 6

Morgantown, WV 26505

Phone Number: 304-285-3150 Email: vmalnikoff@wvbot.org

Fiscal Note Summary
Summarize in a clear and concise manner what impact this measure
will have on costs and revenues of state government.

These changes will not effect the costs and revenues of state government as WVBOT is a self-funded
Board.
Fiscal Note Detail
Show over-all effect in Item 1 and 2 and, in Item 3, give an explanation of
Breakdown by fiscal year, including long-range effect.
FISCAL YEAR
Effect of Proposal Current Next Fiscal Year
Increase/Decrease Increase/Decrease (Upon Full Implementation)
(use 6‘_6‘) (us e t‘_&t)

1. Estimated Total Cost

Personal Services

Current Expenses

Repairs & Alterations

Assets

Other

2. Estimated Total
Revenues

Rule Title:




Rule Title: Title 13, Series 6 Ethical Standards of Practice

3. Explanation of above estimates (including long-range effect):
Please include any increase or decrease in fees in your estimated total revenues.

MEMORANDUM

Please identify any areas of vagueness, technical defects, reasons the proposed rule would
not have a fiscal impact, and/or any special issues not captured elsewhere on this form.

Although the Board is a state entity, its funding source is solely generated by fees paid by licensees.

Date: 5 //c?/ 09

Signature of Agency Head or Authorized Representative
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SERIES 6 S[CREH:%Y OF STATE

ETHICAL STANDARDS OF PRACTICE

§13-6-1. General.

1.1. Scope. - This legislative rule establishes
Ethical Standards of Practice to establish and
maintain a high standard of integrity and dignity in
the profession and to protect the public against
unprofessional conduct on the part of persons
licensed by the West Virginia Board of
Occupational Therapy as an Occupational
Therapist or Occupational Therapy Assistant.

1.2. Authority. - W. Va. Code §30-28-6.

1.3. Filing Date.

1.4. Effective Date. --
§13-6-2. Definitions.

As used in this rule:

2.1. "Board" or “WVBOT” means the West
Virginia Board of Occupational Therapy.

2.2. "Occupational Therapist” means a person
licensed to practice occupational therapy and
whose license is in good standing.

2.3. “Occupational Therapy Assistant” means
a person licensed to assist in the practice of
occupational therapy under the general supervision
of the licensed occupational therapist and who
license is in good standing.

2.4. “Occupational Therapy Practitioners”
means all persons licensed as an Occupational
Therapist or Occupational Therapy Assistant in
West Virginia.

§13-6-3. Application.

3.1. This rule applies to all persons who hold

a license, limited permit, or temporary license
issued by the Board.

3.2. A violation of any ethical standard- of
practice constitutes grounds for disciplinary
action.

§13-6-4. Ethical Standards of Practice.

4.1. Occupational therapy practitioners shall
demonstrate a concern for the safety and well-
being of the recipients of their services.
Occupational therapy practitioners shall:

4.1.a. Provide services in a fair and
equitable manner and shall comply with state and
federal laws pertaining to discrimination;

4.1.b. Make every effort to advocate for
recipients to obtain needed services through
available means.

4.2. Occupational therapy practitioners shall
take reasonable precautions to avoid imposing or
inflicting harm upon the client or to his or her
property. Occupational therapy practitioners shall:

42.a. Maintain therapeutic relationships
that shall not exploit the recipient of services
sexually, physically, emotionally, psychologically,
financially, socially, or in any other manner;

4.2b. Avoid relationships or activities
that conflict or interfere with therapeutic
professional judgment and objectivity;

4.2.c. Refrain from any undue influences
that may compromise provision of service.

4.3. Occupational therapy practitioners shall
collaborate with clients, caretakers or other legal




guardians in setting goals and priorities throughout
the intervention process. Occupational therapy
practitioners shall:

4.3.a. Fully inform the client of the nature,
risks, and potential outcomes of any interventions;

4.3.b. Obtain informed consent from
clients involved in research activities and indicate
in the medical record that they have fully informed
the client of potential risks and outcomes;

4.3.c. Respect the client’s right to refuse
professional services or involvement in research or
educational activities;

43.d. Maintain patient confidentiality
unless otherwise mandated by local, state, or
federal regulations.

4.4. Occupational therapy practitioners shall
perform occupational therapy services only when
they are qualified by education, training, and
experience to do so. Occupational therapy
practitioners shall:

4.4.a. Hold the appropriate credentials for
the services they provide;

4.4.b. Take responsibility for maintaining
and documenting competence in practice,
education, and research by participating in
professional development and educational
activities;

4.4.c. Protect service recipients by
ensuring that duties assumed by or assigned to
other occupational therapy personnel match
credentials, qualifications, experience, and scope
of practice;

4.4.d. Provide appropriate supervision to
individuals for whom they have supervisory
responsibility;

44.. Refer to or consult with other
service providers whenever such a referral or
consultation would be helpful to the care of the
recipient of service. The referral or consultation
process shall be done in collaboration with the
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recipient of service.

4.5. Occupational therapy practitioners shall
comply with the West Virginia Occupational

. Therapy Practice Act, Legislative Rules, and all

other related local, state, and federal laws.

4.6. Occupational therapy practitioners shall
provide accurate information related to
professional activities. ~Occupational therapy
practitioners shall:

4.6.a. Represent their credentials,
qualifications, education, experience, training, and
competence accurately;

4.6.b. Disclose any professional, personal,
financial, business, or volunteer affiliations that
may pose a conflict of interest to those with whom
they may establish a professional, contractual, or
other working relationship;

4.6.c. Refrain from using or participating
in the use of any form of communication that
contains false, fraudulent, or deceptive statements
or claims;

4.6.d. Accept responsibility for their
professional actions that reduce the public’s trust
in occupational therapy services and those that
perform those services.

4.7. Occupational Therapy Practitioners shall
report to the Board acts constituting grounds for
disciplinary action as defined in W. Va. Code §30-
28-16, following complaint procedures as outlined
in §13-2-5. As noted in subsection 5.1,
anonymous complaints are accepted.
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