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RULE DEFINING THE TERMS TO BE USED SECRETARY OF STATE

CONCERNING ALL HUNTING AND TRAPPING RULES
§58-46-1. General

1.1. Scope. -- This rule defines terms to be applied to all rules concerning the regulation of
hunting and trapping within the boundaries of this State.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Code §20-1-7(30).

1.3. Filing Date. -- June 1, 2001

1.4. Effective Date. -- July 16, 2001
§58-46-2. Definitions.

2.1. "Aggregate” means the total bag or possession limit of similar kinds of game animals or
game birds. For example, the possession limit for squirrels is twenty-four (24) after the third day
of the open season. This could be ten (10) gray squirrels and fourteen (14) fox squirrels, or
fourteen (14) gray squirrels and ten (10) fox squirrels, or any combination of fwenty—four (24)
squirrels, but not more than a total of six (6) per day nor more than a total of twenty-four (24} in
possession.

2.2. "Antlered Deer" means deer having at least one antler that is over three (3) inches in
length, as measured from the hairline.

2.3. "Antlerless Deer" means deer having no antler that is over three (3) inches in length, as

measured from the hairline,




2.4. "Bait" means shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn, wheat or other grain, or any other
feed or edible enticement.

2.5. "Baiting" means the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or
scattering of bait so as to constitute for wildlife a lure, attraction, or enticement to or on any areas
where hunters are attempting to take them.

2.6. "Bow" means a longbow, recurved bow, or compound bow that is hand-held and hand-
drawn.

2.7. "Cub Bear" means a bear less than one year old which has upper canine teeth of less
than five- cights (5/8) inch in length when measured from the gum.

2.8. "Legal Small Game Hunting Season" means the period commencing on the Saturday
prior to the Saturday nearest to October 15 and ending on the last day of February of the
following year.

2.9. "An Individual Permanently Disabled in the Lower Extremities" means an individual
who is permanently and totally disabled from the waist down and is unable to ambulate without
the full-time use of a walker, two crutches or a wheelchair.

2.10. "Possession" means game taken in this State which is in any way under the control of
the hunter (i.e., the total of all game in a vehicle, home freezer, commercial food locker, or other
storage place).

2.11. "Prevailing Time" means either Eastern Standard Time or Eastern Daylight Time as
established by the United States Congress.

2.12. "Protected” means no open season (i.c., hunting protected wildlife is illegal at all

times).




2.12.1. Protected mammals include: elk and mountain lion and those mammals covered
by federal regulations under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.
2.13. "Concurrent Hunting" means hunting of the same and/or other species during a legally

prescribed season.

2.14. "Public Lands" means lands owned, leased, licensed to or under the control of the

State of West Virginia or the Federal government.

2.15. Al other terms have the meaning prescribed in W. Va. Code §20-1-2.




