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WEST VIRGINIA ADMINISTRATIVE RECULATIONS
Department of Natural Resources

Chapter 20 - 1
Series V

1976

Subject: Boating Regulations

Section 1., Authority

1.01. By virtuc of the authority granted the director of the Department
of Natural Resources by Avticle 7, Chapter 20 of the Official Code of West
Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, the following
regulations are hereby promulgated and these regulations shall become effec-
tive July 1, 1976.

All previous boating regulations issued by the Department of Natural

Resources of the State of West Virginia are hereby rescinded.

Section 2, Definitions

2,01. "Vessel"--Every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane
on the water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on
water.

2.02. "Motorboat"—-Any vessel propelled by an electrical, steam, gas,
diesel or other fuel propelled or drive motor, whether or not such motor ig
the principal source of propulsion, but shall not include a vessel which
has a valid marine document issued by the bureau of customs of the United
States government or any federal agency succegsor thereto.

2.03. "Owner"--A person, other than a lien holder, having the property
in or title to a motorboat. The term includes a person entitled to the
use or pussession of a motorboat subject teo an interest in another person,
reserved ov created by agreement and sccuring payment or perfermance of ap
obligation, but the term excludes a lessee under a lease not intended as
gsecurity,
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2.04, '"Waters of this State''--Any public waters within the ter-
ritorial limits of this state to include that portion of the Ohio River
vhich flows along the boundary of this state.

2,05, "Person''--An individual, partnership, firm, corporation,
association, or other cntity.

2.05. “0parate'’--To navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or vessel.

2,07. "Department''--Means the Department of MNatural Resources,

2.03. '‘Director''--The director of the Department of Matural Rescurces.

Section 3, Persons Subject to these Rcgulations.
3.01. A1l persons operating a vessal or vessels on the waters of this.
state and all persons classified as ownars within the maaning of sub-

section 2.03, Section 2 of these regulations,

Section 4, Motorboats Requiring Numbering by the State of Vest Virginia,
L.ol. A1 motorboats, as defined in subsection 2.02, Scction 2 of
these regulations, and operoting on the waters of this state must be
nushered in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 20 of the Cede of
Vest Virginia, as amended, and the epplicable sections of these reguia-

tions.

Section 5. Exceptions from Mumbering Provisions,
5.01, Public vessels of the Unitcd States, state and runicipal
vessels and ships' lifehoats shall ba exempt from the numbering provi-

siors of these regulations,
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5.02. Motorboats covered by a number in full force and effect awarded
pursuant to a federally approved numbering system of another state, provid. i
that such motorboats shall not have been within this state for a period in
excess of 60 consccutive days, shall be exempt from the numbering provisions
of these regulations.

5.03. A motorboat from a country other than the United States, toemporav-
ily using the waters of this state, shall be exempt from the numbering pro-
visions of these regulations.

5.04. Motorboats used exclusively for racing while participating in
races, and the preparation therefor, which have been authorized pursuant to
the provisions of Chapter 20 of the Official Code of West Virginia, as

amcnded, shall be exempt from the numbering provisions of these regulations.

Section 6. Application for Wumber.

6.01. The owner of each motorboat requiring numbering by this state
shall file an application for a number with the director. Applications
may be secured from the various county clerks, designated hunting and
fishing license agents, and designated marine supply stores, or by writing
to the Department of Natural Resources, State Office Building No. 3,
Washington Street, Fast, Charleston, Vest Virginia 25305, Attention
Motorboat License Section. The application shall be signed by the owner
of the motorboat, and shall be accompanicd by a fee of $5.00. There shall
be no fee for motorboats propelled by motors of less than three horsepower.
Upon receipt of the application in approved form, the applicant shall be
issued a West Virginia certificate of number stating the number awarded to

the motorboat.
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6.02. Should the ownership of a motorboat change, a new application
form with fee shall be filed with the director, and a new certificate of
number shall be awarded in the same mamner as provided for in an original
award of numher., The application for number by a ncw owner of a vessel
shall, for purposcs of fee, be regarded as an original application for
number. The new number chall be identical with the previous one, except
where a lienholder acquires title and lawful possession by virtue of his

lien, in which case a new number shall be issued.

Scetion 7. Certificate of Number.

7.01. The certificates of number shall be pocket-size and water
resistant.

7.02. Should the ownership of a motorboat change, a new application
form with fee shall be filed with the director and a new certificate of
nunber shall be awarded in the same manner as provided for in an original
avard of number.

7.03. Such certificate of number shall be valid only until the last
day of Decenmber of each year. 10, at the end of such year, ownership has
remained ovnchanged, such cwner shall, upon application and payment ol lee
of $5.00, be granted a renewal of such certificate of number for an add-
itional one year period. In order to deal equitably with overlapping
periods, the director may issue a six months' license from the period
July, onc thousand nine hundred seventy-six threoch December, one thousand
nine hundved soventy-six. The fee shall be one half of the annual fee.

7.04. The owner shall furnish the Department notice of the transfer
of all or any part of his interest, other than the creation of a sccurity
intovest, in a motorboat numbered in this state, or of the destruction or
abandooment ef such motorboat, within 15 days thereol.

L}

Pave 4

1AY 251976




Adn, Reg. 20 - 1 Sec, 7.05
Series V.

7.05, Any holder of & certificate of number shall notify the
Denartmant within 15 days, if his address ro longer conforms to ths
address appearing on the certificate and shall, as a part of such
notification, furnish the Department with his now address,

7.05., The certificate of number shall be available at all times
-for inspection on the notorboat for which issued, vhenever such mntor-

boat is in operation.

Section 8, Vessel ldentification.

8.01. The number issued pursuzit to these regulations shall be in
accordance with the pattern described in this subsection.

(2) The numder shall be divided in three parts. The first part
shall consist of the sysbols WY, idantifying the state of Vest Virginia,
followed by a coisbination of numberals vhich furnish individual vesssz)
identification. The group of digits appearing after the letters WY
shall be separated by an equivalent space, As example: WV 100 AA.

(5) The first part of the number shall bz an abbreviation in capital
letters of the state of West Virginia. The abbreviation of the state of
Vest Virginia shall be WV,

(¢) The remaindar of the boat nunbar shall consist of rot more than
four arebic numberals and two capital letters, in sequence, separied by
en equivalent space, in accordance with the serials numberically and

alphabatically, As examples

AYAJ
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(d) Since the letters ', 0", and "0’ may be mistaken for arabic
numberals, all letter sequences using "I', 0", and "Q" shall be omitted,
Objectionable words fromed by the use of letters will not be used.

8.02. iispiay of nﬁmher on vessel,

(3) The number @warded, exactly as shown on the certificate of nunber,
shall be painted on, or attachad to, cach side of the bow of the vessal
for which it was issued,

(b) The number shall be placed on each side of the forward half of
the vesscel in such position as to provide clear legibility for identi-
fication. The numbzars shall read from left to right and shall be in
block characters of good propsrtion not less than three inches in height.
The numbers shall be of a color which will contrast with the background,
and so maintained a3 to bz clearly visibla and Yogible; 1. e., doark
nuabers on @ light background or light numbers on a dark background,

(c) Ho number other than the number swardad to a motorboat or granted
reciprocity pursuvant to these regulations shall be painted, attached, or
otherwise displayed on either side of the bow of such vassal,

6.03. The Department will furnish o all applicants two decals baar-
ing the numbers of the current year, which will establish valid registra~
ticn, The decals are to be displayad on each side of the bow of the boat

immadiotely folloying (within six inchas) the essigned Yeat Virg

number,

Section 9, Classification of Vessels,

9.6i. totorbosts end/or vessels subject to the provisions of these
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regulations shall be divided into four classes, as follows:

Class A, Less than sixteen feet in length, regzrdless of
horsepewer of notor or machinary,

Class 1. Sixteen feet or over and less than twanty-six feet
in length, regardless of horsepowzr of wmotor or
nachinery,

Class 2. Twenty-six feet or over and less than forty feet
in length, regardless of horsepower of motor or
machinery.

Class 3. Forty feast or over but not over sixty-five feet,
regardless of horsepower of motor or machinery.

Section 18, Required Equipment,

10.01., Lights--Every vessel in all weathers from sunset to sunrise
shall carry and exhibit the following lights when under way, and during
such time no orher lights which may be nistaken for those prescribed
shall be exhibited,

(@) Every wotorboat and/or vessel propelled by machinaery of classes A
end 1 shall carry the following lights:

First. A bright Tight afe to show all arcund the horizon.

Second, A comhined lantern in the fore part of the vessel and lower
than the white light aft, showing green to starboard end red to port, so
fixed as to throw the lignt from right shead to two points ahaft the

bezm of their respective sides,

[

(b) Every motorboat and/or vessel propelled by machinery of classes
and 3 shall carry the following lights:
First. A bright vhite li¢ht in the fore part of the vessel as near

the stem as practicable, so constructed as to show 2n unbroken light

Page
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over an arc of the horizon of twenty points of the compass, so fixed
as to throw the ilights ten points on each side of the vessel] namely,
from right chead to two points abaft the beam on either side,

Second. A bright light aft to show all around the horizon and
higher than the white light forward.

Third., On the starboard side a gréen light so constructed as to
show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the
compass, so fTixed a5 to throw the light from riéﬁt ahead to two points
abaft the beam on the starboard side. On the port side a red light so
constructed as to show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of

ten points of the compass, so fixed as to throw the light from right

shead to two points abaft the beam on the port side. The said side

lights shall be fitted with inborad screens of sufficient height so
set as to prevent these lights from being sesn across the bow,

(c) Matorgoats and/or vessels of classes A and 1 when propelled
by sail alone shall carry the combined lantern, but not the white light
aft,.pregcribed by'thiﬁ section, Motorboats of classes 2 and 3 whean so
propelled, shall carry the colored side lights, suitably screened, but
not the white lichts, prescribed by thié section, Hotorhoats of all
classes, when so propelled, shall carry, ready st hand, & lantern or
flashlight showing a white light which shall be exhibited in sufficient
time to avert collision.

(d) Every white light prescribed by this section shall be of such
character as to be visible ¢t a distance of at least two miles. Every

colored light prescribed by this section shall be of svch character es
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to be visible at a2 distance of at least one mile, The ”visibleﬁ in
this subsection, when applied to lights, shall mean visible on a dark
night with clear atmosphere.

(e) When propelled by sail and machinery every vessel shall carry
the 1ights required by this section for a motorboat propelled by machinery
on!y;

(f) Any vessel may carry and exhibit the lights required by the
Federal Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, one thousand, nine
hundred, forty-cight, Federal Act of October elzven, one thousand, nine
hundred fifty-one, (33USA 143-147d) as emended, in lieu of the lights
required by this section,

(g) Manuslly propelled vessels shall have ready at hend a lantern

showing a white light which shall be teamporarily exhibited in sufficient

time to prevent collision.

10.02. Other Safety Equipment,
(a) Personal Flotation Devices,

1. Class A.~-Type I, Il, 111 and 1V, in gcod and serviceable

condition for cach person on board and readily available at
all times,

(b) Class I, Class 2, and Class 3.--Onz type 1, 11, or 11l (wearable)
personal flotation device for each person on board and one Type IV (throw-
able) personal {lotation device in each boat, in good end serviceable
condition end readily available at all times,

(¢) Motorboats of Class A (less then 16 fect in lengih).

I, Life saving devices--Types 1, 1, 11l and IV, Fire extin-

quisher, Sce table.

" MAY 261976



Adm. Rag. 20 - 1 Sec, 10.02
Series V.

2. Ventilation Systems--All notorboats with a deck or partial
deck or with an enclosed engine compartments must be provided
with a ventileting system as set forth in Coast Guard regula-
tions. Technical details may ba found in CG-395, Open con-
struction boats are exempt from ventilation requirements,

3. Flame Arrestor-Carburetors on all engines on motorboats,
other than outbeard engines, shall be fitted with on approved
device for arresting backfire.

(d) Motorboats of Class 1 (16 feet to less than 26 feet in length)
-~The same equipment as required by a Class A motorboat is required on
this class boat, however, Personal Flotation Device, Class |, 11, and Py,
(wearable) personal flotation device for cach person and board and one
Type 1V (throwable) parsonal flotation device in cach boat. The only
addition is a hand-mouth, or powsr operated whistle or horn capable of
producing a blast of at least two seconds duration and audible for a
distance of at least one-half mile.

() Motorbeats of Class 2 (26 fest to less than 40 Focl in length)--

1. Life Saving Davices., Same as Class |.

2. Bell., One waich, when struck, produces a clear, bell-like
tone of full round characteristics.

3. Horn or Uhistle. Onz hand or powar cperated whistle or horn
capable of producing a blast of at least two seconds duration
and audible for a distance of one mile.

L, Fire Extinguisher. Ses Teble,

5. Ventilotion, Same as for a Class A motorboat.
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6. Flame Arrestor. Same as fo} a Class A motorboat,
(g) Fire Extinguishers.
CFIRE EXTINGUISHER CLASSIFICATION

Each fire extinquisher is classified, by letter and number, accord-
ing tu the type of fire il may be expected to extinguish, and the size
of the extinguisher. The letter indicates the type of fire:
(A" for fires in ordinary combustible materials; "B" for gasoline,
cil, and grease fires: "C" for fires in electrical cquipment.) Extin-
guishers approved for motorboats are hand-portable, or either B—l.or
B-11 classification,

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

CLASSIFICATION FOAM CARBGN DRY FRECH
(Type-size) Mininum DIOXIDE CHEMICAL (Minimum
' gallons) (Miniwum (Minimum pounds)
pounds) pounds)
B-1 1+ L 2 2%
B-11 2% 15 10 -

NOTE: Carbon tetrachloride extinguishers and others of the toxic vapor-
izing-Tiquid type such as chlorobromonethane are not approved and are not
acceptaed as required fire extinguishers.

(h) Motorbozts Which Carry Passengers For Hire--Motorboats which
curry passcnaars for hire shall be providad with an approved life preser-
ver (paragraph j0.0Z (i), Section 10), (Luoyant vests, ring buoys, or
buoyent cushions will not suffice) for cach perszon carrvied, and with
additional nusber of approved life preservers suitable for ¢hildren, equnt

to ot lTeast 10 par cent ot the total nueber of persons carricd. FRotorbhonts

if?( 2
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vh

.-t

le carrying passengers for hire shall be cperated end navigated by 2
persan duly licensad by the Coast Guard. Motorboats carrying more then
€ passengars arc required to be inspected and certified by the Coast
Guard,
BOTE: The "Rules of the Road! place upon the owners, masters, or operetors
of all motorbeats, responsibility for giving and answering passing signals
on \mfstle, fog horn, or bell as prescribed, although the Federal Motor-
hoat Act of Apfil 25, 1940, does not require suchkéignaling cquipment
aboard certain classes of motorboats. In case of accident or casualty,
- the courts would undoubtedly give great consideration to any lack of such
equipmant in fixing responsibility.
(i) Coast Guard Anproved Equipunant,
1. Definition., "Coast Cuard Apnroved Equipment’ is equipment
which has been approved by the Commandant, U, S. Coast Guard,
after it has been determined to be in compliance with the
various Coast Guard specifications and regulations relating
to the construction and perforinance of such aquipment. Names
or manufecturers of approved equipment and approval numbers
assigned to them for various typzs of equipment are contained
in Coast Cuard Booklet CG-190, Fquipment Lists, which is published
approximately once each year, This publicetion may be obtained
upon application to any Coast Guard District Gifice or any Officer
in Charge, Marine Inspection.
(j)- Lifesaving Davices
1. Life Preservers--Performance Type | Personal Floation Device,

a. Construction, Approvad life preservers are of jacxet

-
voaridl "o /‘) sy
Ilnl \{ o U
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designed, constructed with pads of kapok, fibrous glass,

coirk or balse wood, in a cloth covering which is fitted

with the necessary straps and ties. Adult and child sizes

arg aveilable and are so marked, Since 1643, all approved
life preservérs have been required to be Indian Orange in
color,

b. Harkings. Approved life preservers must bear two mark-
ings, the manufacturer's stamp indicafing the appfoved
number, and the in5pector{s stamp indicating that the
preserver has been inspected and passed., Current stomps

follow:

Adult (or Child)
Model No. .
Monufacturer's Name and Address

U.5.C.6G Approved No

INSPECTED AND PASSED

Date

Place . '

U.5.C.G, Inspector's Initials

Buoyant Cushions--Performance Type {V Personal Floation Device.
a. Construction, Currently approved buoyant cushions may
have as buoyant material, kzpok, fibrous glass, or plastic
foam covered with various fobric or plastic covering mat-
erials and fitted with grab straps. They come in a variety
of sizes and shapes and may be of any color.

b. ¥arkings. Approved husysnt cushions currently being
manufactured are all marked with a cloth tag attached to

the boxing or border of the cushion on which Is printed
9

the folloving information:
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3.

Ring

BUOYANT CUSHION

Size (width, length, thickness)

Lontains __ _oz. (kapok or fibrous glass)
or ) cu, in Foam,

Approved for use on motorboats of Class A, not
carrying passengers for hire,
U.S5, Coast Guard Approval No,
Lot No,

Instruction vor Care of Cushion

Name and Address of Manufacturer

Buoys~-Performance Type IV Personal Floation Device.
Construction. Approved ring buoys arce available in
30, 24, and 20" sizos, and may be constructed of
cork or balsa wood, with a canvas cover, or plastic
foam with special surface. A1l buoys are fitted with
a grab line and they may be either white or orange in
color,

Markings. Cork and balsa wood ring buoys must bear
two markings, the manufacturer's stamp and the in-
spector's stamp, which are similar to those described
above for life preservers. Since ring buoys must be
painted from time to time, Coast Guard boarding officers

and conservation officers have been instructed to accept

“cork and balsa wood ring bucys in good condition even

- U.S. Coast Cuard Approval No.

though the approval marks ars not visibla, Plastic
foam buoys bear only one merking, a metal nameplate
attached to the buoy on which appears the following:

Name and Address of Manufacturer
Size of Buoy (30", 20" or 20")

bate ____
U.5.C.G, Inspector's Initials

Page 1L
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L, Buoyent Vests--Performance Type !l Personal Floation Device.

a. Construction. Approved buoyant vests are of vest design,
constructed of pads of either kapok or fibrous ¢lass,
with a cloth covering, and straps and ties attached.
They are made in three sizes, two child sizes ond one
adult size, and may be any color,

b, Markings. Approved buoyant vests are all marked with a
cloth tag attached to the cover on which is printed the
following information:

BUOYANT VEST

Model No.

Adult (or Child)

Approved for use on motorboats of Class A, 1, 2,
or 3 not carrying passengers for hire.

U. S. Coast Guard Apnroval MNo,
lot Ho.

instructions for Care of Vest
Name and Address of Hanufacturer

Weight ranges for child sizes,

5. Special Purpnse Water Safety Buoyant Device--

a. A device intended to be worn may be equivalent to Typs I}
or Type 11l. A device that 1s equivalent to Type 111 is
marked "Type 11l Device--may not turn unconscious wearer.'

Fire Extinguishers. Approved types of fire extinguishers are identi~
fied by make and mod=al nunber, Check the wmarking on the extinguisheor
nanieplate against the mode!l number listed under the company's nane in
the Equipmnent Lists Booklet, CG-190.

Caution, thn purchasing approved eguipment insist on a sales slip
describing the article as Coast Guard approved,

10.03. Ko person shall operate or give permission for the operation

of & vessel which §s not cquipped as required by these regulations.

I\!\Y 251976
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Séction i1, Boat Liveries,

11.01. The owner of a boat livery shall cause to be kept a record
of the name and address of the person or persons hiring any vessel which
is designed or pa?mitted bv him to bz operated as a vessel; the identifi-
cation number thercof, and the departure date and time, and the expected
time of return.

11.02, MHNeither the owner of a boat livery, nor his agent or employze
shall permit a motorboat or any vessel designed or permitted by him to be
operated as a motorboat to depart from his premises unless it shall have
been provided, either by owner or renter, with the equipment required
pursuant to these regulations,

11.03. Numbering Livery Boats.

(2) The numbaring requirenznts of these regulations shall apply
to livery boats.

(b) The certificate of number of a livery boat shall be plainly
marked Ylivery boat',

(c) The description of the motor and type of fual will hs caittac
from the certificate of nunbar in any case whera the motor is

not rented with the bozt.

Section 12. Prohibited Operation.

12,07, No person shall operate any motorbozt or vessel, or manipulate
any water skis, surfboard, or similar device in a reckless or negligent
manner so as to endanger the life, limb, or property of any pérson.

12,02, HNo persons shall operate any motorboat or vessel, or manipulate
any water skis, surfboard, ov similar device while intoxicated, or under

the influence of any narcotic drug, barbituate or marijuana.
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"12.03 1t shall be unlewful for the owner of any motorboat or vessel,

or any pearson having sucﬁ in charge or in control to authoriie or knowingly
permit the same to be operated by any person who by reason of physical or
mental disability is incapsble of operating such watercraft under the
prevailing circumstances,

12.04, MNo person shall operate, or knowingly permit any person to

operate, any motorboat or vessel at a rate of speed greater than will per-
mit such person, in the exercise of reasonable care, to bring the vessel

to @ stop within the assured clear distance ahead; provided, however,

. that nothing in these regulations is intended to prevent the operator

of a vessel actually competing in a regatta which is sanctioned, under

the provisions of Chapter 20 of the Official Code of Yest Virginia, as

amended, from attespting to @ttain high speeds on @ marked racing course.

12.05. Ko person shall wske reckless approach to, or passage by,

a dock, ramp, diving board, or float.
12.06. Skiers being pulled by motorboats must have on their person

a life preserver, buoyant vest, or ring buoy.

Section 13, Right of Way.

13.01. VMhen two vessels are approeching each other "head on', or
nearly so {50 2% to involve risk of collision), each vessel shall bear
to the right 2nd pass the other vessel on its left side.

13.02. VYhen vezsels approach cach other obliquely or at right angles,
the vessel approaching on the right side has the right-of-way,

12.03. Onec vessel may overtake another on cither side but shall

grant right-of-way to thc overtaken vessel,

13.04. Vihen a sailboat ond motorbuat are operating as to involve a
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. risk of collision with each other, the motorboats shall yield the right-
of-way to the sailboat in all cases,
15.05. A1l motorboats shall be operated in conformance with the

. Rules of the Rgad, Western rivers.

Szciion 14, Restricied Areas.

- | 14.01. Mo person shall so anchor a vessel or other obstacles for
. fishing or pleasure purposes, on any body of water over which the state
has jurisdiction, in such a position as to obst‘ruct a passageway ordi-
narily used by other vessels,

14,02, HNo person shall operate a plecasure vessel within twenty

(20) feet of the exterior boundary of a water area which is clearly

marked by buoys, or soie other distinguishing device, as a bathing or

. swimning area,

15,03, Swimming aress shall be marked with yellow and red-colored

buoys by tha owners of such areas,

14,04, No person shall operate or knowingly parmit any parson to

operate a vessal within wventy {20) feet of a person engagad in fishing,
witnout permission, or unless unavoidable.

14,05, No person shall anchor or tie to any type of navigation aid

. or buoy,

Section 15, Overleoading and Overpowaring,

. 15.01 Mo vessel shall be loaded with passengers or cargo beyond
its safe carrying capacity, tzking into consideration wsather and other

normal operating conditions.

. 15.02. Mo vesse! shall be equipped with any motor or other pro-
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pulgion machinery beyond its safe power capacity, taking into considera-
tion the type and construction of such watercraft and cther existing

operating conditions.

Scction 16. Collisions, Accidents and Casualties.

16.01. Tt shall be the duty of the operator of a vessel involved
in a collision, accident, or other casualty, so far as he can do without
serious danger to his own vessel, crew, and passengers (if any), to
render to other persons affected by the collision, accident or other
casualty such assistance as may be practicable and as may be necessary
in order to save them from or minimize any danger caused by the collision,
accident, or other casualty, and also to give his name, address, and
identification of his vessel in writing to any person injured and to
the owner of any property damaged in the collision, accident or other
casualty.

16.02, In the case of a collision, accident or other casualty
involving a vessel, the operator thercof, if the collision, accident
or other casualty results in death or injury to a person or damage to
property in excess of one hundred dollars, shall file with the Department
a full deseription of the collision, accident, or other casualty by
compietion in triplicate, of W. Va. Boating Accident Report - Department
of Natural Resources, Form ~ MB-3 (7/1/75). Reports in death cases must
be submitted within 48 hours; reports in other cascs are requjrgd within
5 days. All reports shall be submitted in person, or by mail to the
Depariment of Natural Resources, Charleston, W. Va. - Attention Motorboat

Safety Section.
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(a) The Department of Natural Resources Form MB-3 (7/1/75) shall
be used for the report as required by this section.
(b) A Report is required whenever a vessel subject to these re-
gulations is involved in a "boat accident"” which results in any
one or wore of the following:
1. Toss of life.
2. Injury causing any person to remain incapacitated for
a period in excess of 72 hours.
3. Actual physical damage to property (dincluding vessels) in

excess of one hundred dollars.

Section 17. Transmittal of Tnformation.

17.01. 1In accordance with any request duly made by an authorized
official or agency of the United States, any information compiled or other-
wise available to the Department of Natural Resources of the state of West
Virginia pursvant to these regulations shall be transmitted to said official

or agency of the United States.

Section 18, Water Skis and Surfbhoards.

18.01. No person shall operate a vessel on any waters of this state
towing a person or persons on water skis, surfboard, or similar device,

nor shall any person engagze in water slkiling, surfboarding, or similar

activity at any time between the hours from one hour after sunset to one
hour before sunrise.

18.02. ©¥No person shall operate a motorboat on any waters of this
state for towing a person or persons on water skis, surfboard, or similar

device unless there is in such motorbeat a person, in addition to the
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operator, in & position to observe the progress of the person or persons
being, towed or such motorboat is equipped with a wide-angle rear view
mirror mounted in such a mannetr as to permit the operator of the motorboat
to observe the prosress of the person or persons being towed.

18.03. The provisions of subscctions 18.01 and 18.02 of this section
do not apply to a performer in a professional exhibition, or a person or
persons engaged in an activity authorized under the provisions of Chupter
20 of the Official Code of West Virginia, as amended.

18.04. No person shall operate or manipulate any vessel, tow rope or
other device by which the direction or location of water skis, sut fboard,
or similar device may be affected or controlled in such a way as to cause
the water_skis, surfboard, or similar device, or any person thercon to
collide with or strilo against any ohject or person.

18.05. All right-of-way rules applying to the towing vessel shall

apply.
Section 19. Skin or Scuba Diving.

19.01. Mo person shall skin or scnba dive in any waters of tha Otate
that is used by powerboats unless the diving area is marked by a minimum
of two (?) flags. Diver down flag shall be a red field of not less than
10 dnches X 10 inches dimension with a wvhite diagonal stripe not loss than
1% dinches wide running upper left to lower right. Flags shall be displayed
at all times wldle diver is in the water. Diving flags must be anchored,
affixed to separate flotation devices, be within sight and not more than 100
feet apart. All powerbonts will remain a minimum distance of 100 feet away
from the marker flagé. The top of the flag shall be at least 3 feet above

the surface of the water. Divers must come up within 50 feet of the flag

(3
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ivers shall not dive in heavily traveled boat lanes, marked swimming
areas or areas set aside for watevskiing. Diving in government-owned

reservoirs is covered by special regulations.

Section 20. Penaltics.

20.01. Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter
or rules and regulations promulgated under the provisions of this chapter,
the punishment for which is not prescribed, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
and, upon conviction thereof, shall for each offense be fined not less
than twenty nor more than threce hundred dollars, or confined in jail not
less than ten or more than one hundred days, or be both fined and imprisoned
within the limitations aforesaid; and, in the case of a violation by a
corporarion, every oflficer or agent thereof directing or cngaging in such
violation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof,

shall be subject to the same penalties and punishment as herein provided,

Section 21. Special Regulations.
21.91. Boating in government-owned reservoirs is covered by special
regulations. (See Series VI, page 1) Copies may be obtained at the

reservoir offices.

NOTE:  Onlo River Boaters. When eutering Ohio territorial waters you will
be goverped by Ohio Boat Law & Regulations, i.e. Ohio requires all hoats

to be licensed.
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