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£10 TITLE b7 e -
LEGISLATIVE RULES MY
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SERIES 25 TETTI
BOATING REGULATIONS

#00 §47-25-1., General.

3+3r-5eapes----These---are~--tegislabive----pulteg----and
regulabions-$o-be-observed-in-She-operation-or-navigasion-of
ma§epb9355-559n7-evep;-ap-thpeagh-She-wateps-ef-this—statev

1.1. Scope and Purpose. -- The purpose of these
legislative rules is to establish regulations to govern the
operation of motorboats and other vessels on the waters of
thig State.

1.2. Buthority. -~ W. Va. Code §20-1-7 and §20-7-22.
1.3. Filing Date. --
1.4, Effective Date. --

*¥09 §47-25-2. Definitions.

2rir-U¥esgeil---Every-dederipbion-af--wakerepafby--other
than--a-seapiane-on-bhe-wabery-used-or-eapable-of-being-used
ag-a-means-of-fransporbation-on-wakepr

2-2r-—--UMgtorbeatlem--- Any--vessel---preopeited---by---an
eieebpricaty--sbeamy-~gasy--diegel-op-ather-fuol-propeiied-or
dpive-motopry-whethep-or-nob--gueh--meber--in--thae--prinaipal
seurae-—af--propuisiony-bub-shaltl-Reé-inaltude-a-vessal-whieh
Bag-a-valid-marine-dosumens-iggued-by-che-Buread-of--Gusboms
of--the--United--Sbabes--goverrmens--gr--ary--£federat-aganay
sHegesder-Ehepetor

2+-3--0wnert---4--p5er3ony--obhep--bhan--a--tien--holdens
having--Ehe--properiy--in-gpr-6ibie-bo-a-moborboabr-~Fhe-5orm
inaiudes-a-person-enbitied-to-tha-uge--or--pogsesgion--gf--a
metorboak-aubjeat-to-an-inkevrest-in-anotbher-perssny-renerved
eP--apeabed~by-agrecemont-and-securing-paynenb-or-performanae
af~-an--abligationy;--bub-~the-5erm-ereludes-a-iessee-~undar-a
ieage-HRab-intendad-ag-gecuriby

2+4--"Wabers-of-bhin-8tabel---Any-publie--wabers~-within
the-berpiborialt-iimibg-ef-thin-Sbake-50-inaluda-shas-porsien
ef--5he~-Ohis--River--whioh-flows-along-she-beundary-~of-bhis
Staser
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2:8+---YRepgenl---—- AB--individuaty--parbrershiprs--Firmy
eopporasiony-ass0etabion-op-other-anbiby .

2-6----UY0perabell-—--- Te--Ravigake--op--obhepwise--uge--a
mokerboak-or-vegsels

3-F--USepavtmensl---The-Department-of-Nabupal-Regedreess

2-8--UDircebort---The--dircabor--of--the--Peparimens--of
Natural-Resoureess

2.1 "Coast Guard Approved" means egquipment which has

been approved by the Commandant of the United States Coast
Guard after it has been determined to be in compliance with
the wvarious Coasft Guard gpecifications and regulations
relating to the construction and performance of  such
equipment. Names or manufacturers of approved equipment and
approval numbers assigned to them for various types of
equipment are contained in Coast Guard Booklet CG-190,
Equipment Ligts, which is published approximately once each

year.

2.2. "Department™ means the West Virginia Department of
Natural Resources.

2.3. "Director™ means the director of the West Virginia
Department of Natural Resources.

2.5, "Mobtorboat" means any vessel propelled by an
electricgl, steam, gas, diegel, or other fusl-prepelled or
drive motor, whether or not such motor is the principal
source of propulsion, but shall not inelude a vessel which

hag a valid marine document issued by the Bureau of Customs

of the United States government or any federal agency
suceegsor thereto.

2.5. "Operate" means to navigate or otherwise use a
motorboat or vessel.

2.6, "Owner" means a person, other than a lien holder,
having the property in or title to a motorboat. The term

ineludes a person entitled to the use or possession of a
motorboat subject to an interest in another person, reserved
or created by agreement and securing payment or performance

of an obligation, but the term ezcludes a lessee under a
lease not intended as security.

2.7. "Person™ means an individual, partnership, firm,
corporation, association, or other entity,

2.8. "Vessel™ means every deseription of watercoraft,
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other than a .seaplane on the water, used or capable of being
used as a means of transportation on water.

2.9. "Waters of this State™ means any public waters
within the territorial limits of this State to ineclude that
portion of the Ohio River whieh flows along the boundary of
this 3tate.

*09 §U47-25-3. Persons Subject to These Regulations.

3.1. All persons operating a vessel ar--vegseis on the
waters of this State and all persons ¢lassified as cwners
within the meaning of subscabior-2r3y-Seebion-2 Section 2.6
of these regulations are subject to the provisions of these

regulations.

#09-§47-25-4--Motorbeabs-Requiring-Numbering-by--she--Stake
of-Wesb-Virginiar

Bo3r-All--mobopboats--ag--defired--in--subseesion~--2-2¢
Seebion--2-af-these-regulabioegy-and-operabing-an-5he-waters
af-5hig-Skase--mugb--be--pumbered--in--aseordanee--with--Ehe
provisiong--of--Chapber--20-o0f-the-Code-of-WesE-Virginiay-as
ameRdedy-ard-the-appticablo-seabiong-of-these-reguiabionsy

200-§47-26-5---Exeepbions-from-Numbering -Provisions:

8+3+~Publis-vesselag--of--bhe--Ynibed--8batenr--gbake--ap
BeRieipat-vesselsy-and-phipgl-1ifebaatg-ghati-bo-exempt-from
She-numbering-provisions-of-these-reguiabionss

Sr2-~Motorboabs-eovered-by-a-nunbepr-in--full--forse--and
effeab--awarded--pursdans--a-a-federally-approved-pumbering
sysbem-of-another-gbaber-provided-thab-ouech-meborbeats-shatl
nob-have~been-wibhin-bhis-8kabe-for-a-period-in-crcesy-of-60
aonseeubive--daysy--shatl--be--cHenps--from--she--~numbering
provisions-of-Ehene-regulabionss

Sr3-~A-meborboab-from-a-eodnEry-obhep--shan--she--Unibed
Stabesy-bemperarity-using-the-waberg-of-shig~-S5abey-shali-be
exenpb-from-She-rumbepripg-provigions-of-sthese-regulabionss

S+lir-Motorboaba--uged--exelusively--for---raging---while
parbieipabing-in-pacesy-ard-5he-preparation-Shereforey-which
have--beer-~-aubhorized-pursHarb-5o-she-provigions-of-Ghapter
20-af-the-Code-of -Wes5-Virginiay-as-amendedy-ghall-be-axecmph
from-Sha-numbepring-provisions-of-shege-regutabionsy

$00-§47-26-6.--Applieation-for-Numberr

6+3r-The-owner-of-cach-moborboab-requiving-pumbering--by
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tiris — Stake —shall- £ile wn-appl-icatbion for- o pupber-wib ke
“directors——fippiicatiens may—--be- - secured—-frem- Lhe-—varieus
eounby~---alepksy-~designabed--hunbing--and--fighing--tieense
sgeR58r-ard~designated-marine-guppliy-stores5y-9p-~by--wriking
$9---bhe--Deparsment--9f--Nabupal--Resoureesy~-S5abe--0fFfias
Buiiding-Nor~-3y-Washingion-Streesy-Ragbr-~Chapiegtany--Wess
Vipginia--2830687--Abbenbions~-Matorbeab-Lieense-Seationr-The
appiieabion-~shaii-bo-signed-By-bhe-ownepr--af--she--meborboab
and--shali--be-aceompanied-by-a-fee-of-five-doilarg-($5-003~
Fhere-shati-be-ro-fee-for-motorbaabo-propetled-by-metors--af
iegg-~-5haR-~bhree--£2}--horsepewerr-~--Upon-~preaeips--of~-5he
appiieasion~in-appreved-formy-5he~appiicanb-shati-be--isaded
a--Wess--Virginta--gepbifieabe--of-runber-86asing~-5he-rumbep
awarded-bo-the-mesorboab:

6r2r-Skould-the-ownership-of-a-metorbeab-ehangaey--a--new
apptieation--form-wibh-fee-shalli-be-Filed-with-the-dincebory
ard-a-new-eepsificabe-of-pumber-ghall-be-awWarded-ir-s5He-game
BARREP-a8-previded-for-in-an-opiginat-award-of-pumbenr---The
applieation-for-number-by-a-new-owker-gf-a-vasset-ghatiy-Ffor
puppeses--af-feey-be-rogarded-as-an-eriginal-appriaabion-for
rumbepr--The-new-rumbar-ghall-be-idertieal-with-Ehe~provious
erney-o8ecpb-where-a~-tierholden--zaguires--bitle--and--1awful
pesseasien-by-virbue-of-hig-tieny-in-whick-gase-a-gew-gumber
shaii-be-isgued~

200-§Y7-26-F.--Cersificate-of-Number,

Frir-The-ecrbificabes-of-number-shali-beo-peaket-gisa-and
water-pesisbaRss

¥-dr-8hould-bhe-ownership-of-the-moborbeoat-ekangey-a-Rew
apptieatbion~-form-with-fee-shalli-be-filed-wibh--5he--dirgeter
ard-a-paw-eepbificabe-of-numbep-shali-be-awarded-in-She-game
maRRer-as-proyided-for-in-an-opiginal-award-of-numbens

f+r3:-Such-eeriifieabe-o9f--numbep~~shali--ke--valid--only
arbit--bhe-1apb-day-of-December-of-each-yeary~-1f-a5-5ha-end
of-sugk-¥year-ownersghip-has-penaired-~uneharged;--guah--owner
shati;--upon--~applieatbion-and-paymenk-af-£fae-af-five-dollars
£$5-00} ;--be-granbed-a-renewat-of-gueh-eerbificabo-of-number
fop-an-additional-one-£{3)-year-perisd.---IR--grden--5o--deatl
equibably-with-overlapping-periedor-fhe-direabor-may-isede-a
8ig--£6)--monbhgl-license-from-the-period-Julyy~one-shousand
rine-hundred-geveRby-sir-£4976)---The-foe-shali-be--ora-half

{342} -af-5he-anrual-feor

Fri--The-owner-shati-furnigh-she~-Deparkmenb--nosioe-~~of
the--tparafep-of-ali-ar-ary-part-ef-his-inberessy-ather~5han
the-areabion-af-a-~geeurity-interagby-in-a-motorheas-numbered
in-thig-Stabey-or-of-thae-desbruetion-or-abandermens-9f-~s8ueh
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moborboasy-wikthin-fifteen-£38)-daya~shercot

F-S--Any-heider-ef-a-aepbifieabe-af-number-shall--notify
the--Depapbmenb--wikkhin-fifteen-£i8)-daysy~if-hig-address-ne
topgep-conforng~-5e-Ehe-~-address-appeaping-on~khe-~aertifiaate
ard--ghally--a8--a--paps-~6f--guoh-Robifigabisny~furnish-5he
Departmens-with-hig-new-addressy

F:6--The-eerbificabe-of-Rumbep-shall-be-available-as-all
times-fopr-ingpeetion-an--Eke--moborboab--for--whigh~-isauedy
whepeverp-suek-moSerbeas-is-in-opepabiony

00 -§47-26-8,;--VYespgel-Identificabions

8+%:-The-Rumber-iggued--pursuart--be--these--pegutations
Bhall--be--in--aegerdance-wikh-the-patbern-deseribed-in-thin

subseebions

£a)-The-number-ghalli-be-divided-in-threo-parsg--The
£ipgb-pari-ghall-eonnisk-of-She-symbola-WV¥s-idenbifyirng--5he
Sase--9f--Wesb--Vipgingar--foliowed--by--a--aombinasisr-—-of
numepalo-which-fupnigh-individual-vessel-identifieabion--The
group--of--digibkg--appearing--afber--the-lekbers-W¥-ghall-be
sepapabed-by-an-eguivalenb-space-{ergry-W¥-100-443+

{b}-The-£ipg5-~paprb--gf--the~~aumber--ghall--be--an
abbravigbion--in--eapisai-~iekbeps--af--the--85aba--af~-Wesk
¥irginia---The-abbreviabion-of-the-3tabe--af--Wesb--Virginia
shail-be-W¥=

te}-The-pemainder-of~the-boab-number-shatl--agnsiak
6f--pes--mepe--shar--four--L4}-—arabia--numerals-and-bwe-£23
eapibai-~lebbergy-in-gequeneey~-separabed--by-~an--eguivalans
Spasey-~in--aeeordaree--with-~5he--gepials--gumerieally--and
alphabebisailys

¢d)-Siree-the-lebsepg-UIty--tQt acand--1Q"--may--be
misbalkken--for--arabie—-numeraigy~-ati-ickier-sequenaes-using
Lils--UQlse-and--2QU--phalti-be-omitiedr--Objeebionable-words
formed-by-She-use-of-letteps-wilti-rok-he-used-

8+2.-Pigpiay-of-Rumber-0n-Vessel,

{a}-The-rumber-awardedr-exaobly-~28--showR--on--the
eerbifieabo-~0f--pumbery--shail-be-painbed-on-or-akbached-to
eaeh-side-9f-5ho-bow-of-5he-vesgel-for-which-ia-Nas-igoueds

£{b3}-The-rumber-shali-be-placed-on-eaek-gide-af--5he
forvard--hnif--0f--the-yegsei-in-such-posibion-as-5o-provide
eleap-leogibility-fop-idensifieabion---The-rukbers-shaili-read
from-iof6-bo-right-and-ghall-be-in-bloak-sharacsars-of-~goed
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ppepopbien--net--1esg--shan-bhpee-£2}-inehes-in-height---The
Rumbers-ghaii-be-of-a-eceror-whieh--Wiltl--eonkpragE-~wibh--5he
backgrourdy~--and--sg-mainbaired-as-to-be-aleariy-visible-and
legible--ficer;--dark-numberg-on-a-tight-background-op-1ight
rwmbers-on-a-dark-backgroundld -

fta3-No-pumber-a5her-than-khe-number~-awanded--50--a
moSorboat---ep-—-gpanrted---reaiprogiby---pursuant--5o--shege
pegulabions--shall-~be--~paintedy--abbachedy---oP---ahherwige
digplayed-orn-etshepr-sida-of-the-bow-of-guch-vegsel~

8+3--The-deparbmens-witl-furnisgh-50-ali--applicantg--5we
£2)--deeals--bearing--bhe-numbers-of-the-currens-year-which
will-esEablisk-valid-registrabionr--The--deaaig--ape--5o--he
displayed--on--caeh--side-of-the-bow-of-5he-boab-immadiabely
following-{wWithin-sig-(6)-inches)-she-asnigned-Wesh-Virginia
aHmbers

#0Q §47-28-9 §47-25-8. Classification of Vessels,

9+3+ 4.1.1. Motorboats amdfer and other vessels subject
to the provisions of these regulations shall be divided into
four classes as follows:

9-3-4r 4.1.1. Class A. Less than sizteen (16) feet
in length, regardless of horsepower of motor or machinery.

9+3-2+ 4.1.2, Class 1. Sizteen (16) feet or over
and less than twenty-sixz (26) feet in length, regardless of
horsepower of motor or machinery.

9:3-3+ 4.1.3. Class 2. Twenty-six (26) feet or
over and less than forty (40) feet in length, regardless of
horsepower of motor or machinery.

9=3+l- Y4.1.4. Class 3. Forty (40} feet or over,
bub--nes--ever-sigsy-Ffive-{68)-feet regardless of horsepower
of motor or machinery.

209-§47-25-~10---Required-Equipment+

38y3r-bighbar--Every-vessei-in-all-weabhers-fron~-gunsas
to-suRPise-~shaii-eaegpy-and-esnibis-the-following~-Ltighss-vhken
HRdep-~Way-~and-durigg-sush-5ine-no-obher-tighss-whish-may-be
missaken-for-those-preseribed-shatl-be-exhibibedy

ta)-Every--moborboat--andiep--vegsel--propaiied--by
mashinery-~of--Claggeg«-A--and--3--ghall-eanpy-Ehe-Ffellowing
tighkst

Firgb--A-bright-1ight-aft-5o-shaw--ali--apound
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the-heriwonr

Seeondr-A-combined-lanserr-ir-she-fone-papb-of
the-vessel-ard-lower~-fkar-tke-whibe-tighb-afbr-showirg-green
te-ssarbeard-and-red-5o-porkr-ge-fixed-as-5o-5Rrow-the-1ight
from--righb--ahead-5o-bwo-{2}-poinbs-abafb-the-beam-of-bheir
respeebive-gidess

{b}-Every--moborboas--andior~-vessel--propetlad--by
maehinepy--of--GClagses--2--and--3--ghaii-earry-tha-following
+ighis+

Fipgb--A-brighb-whike-1ight-in-5he--fore--pars
gf---fhe~--vepgsel--ag--peap~--the--gkem-~-a5--prackieablar--so
eonsEruabed-38-59-skow-an-unrbroken-tighs-ov¥ep-an-are-9£--the
horigon-ef-sWerRby-£20}-points-of-the-eompassy-so-£figed-ag-5o
bhrpow-bhe-tighta-5en~-{30}-poinka-on-casgh-side-of-5he-vegaets
namelyy~-from-pright-ahead-te-two-£2}-poinEs-abaft-she-boam-or
eithepr-pgider

Sceondr-A-bright-light-afs-50-shew-azi--around
the-horigen-and-kigher-bhan-the-wWhibe~1ighb-forwardy

Thirdr-Cn-bhe-obarbeard-~gide-a-greon-tighb--go
eensbruebed--a2a-59-ghow-an-urbroken-1iight-over-an-are-of-5he
hopigon-ef-sen-£103-pointa-of-fhe-cempassy-se--Figed--ag--50
thpow-the-lighi-From-righb-akead-5o-5wo-£{23-painka-abafs-ske
beam-or-bhe-s5arboard-side;~-Or-5he-pork-side~-a-red-1ight-se
gopssruebed-—-ag-Eo-shew-an-unrbroker-tight-over-ar-ape-af-khe
horigon-af-£{103}-poinsg-of-bhe-gompassy-ga-£ized-ag-so--5hrow
the--light-from-right-akend-so-bwe-(2}-paints-abafk-the-beam
on-tbhe-port-sider--The-said-sida-1ighis-ghall-be-fibted-with
inbeard-serecng-of-sufficient-haight-86-ge5--ag--50--prevens
bhese-iighbs-from-being-geen-aeress-5Re-bows

ta}-Moseorboass-andiep~veggels-af-Glamges--A--and--3
when--prepeiied--by--sail--alena--shail--earry--tha-aombined
Iznberny-bub-RraE-5Re-whibe-lighk--afEc--pregeribed-~by~-5his
seetionr—---Moborboass--9f-Glasses-2-ard-3-wken-se-prepeiieds
shall-earpyy-Ehe-aolored-gide-tightay-suibably-sapecrnedy-bub
not-the-whita-tighbtay-preadsribed-by-shis-seationr-Matorhoass
of-all-alassesy-when-so-propeiiedy-shali-earpy-ready-ab-hand
a-ltantern-op-£fiashiight-showing-a-white-1ighb~whieh-ahali-be
exbibibed-in-suffieienb-Fine-to-avers-aoitisions

{d}-BEveory-whibke-light-progeribed--by~-5hisg--gagbion
shalti-be-of-gdeh-eharaater-as-59-bs-vigible-ab-a-digbanage-of
ab--leaBb--5wo~{2)-miless--Every-eolored-1ighb-preseribed-by
Ehig-gesbieor-ghati-be-of-8ueh-charaeber-as-50-be-yigible~-ab
a--digbance-of-ab-teasb-one-£iy-miler--The-Yvisiblal-in-shis
sabsesbiony-When-applied-to-1ighEsy;-3hatl-sean-vigible-en-=a
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dapk-nighb-wikh-esap-abmesphere~

{e}-Wrer-preopelled--by--sail--and--machinery--every
wessel-shall-sarpy-the-tights-required-by-5shis-seasion-Ffor-a
mokorboat-prepeiied-by-machinery-oniyr

££3-Any-vegoel-may-earry--and--cxhibib--the--1ights
reguired---by---5he---Fedepal---Reguiatiors--fop--Frevenbing
Gollisions-ab-Seay-one-5hedsand--Rine--Rurdred--forby-eighsy
(49L8)--Fedepal--fab--9f~-Dakobep-alaveny-one-shousandy~-nine
hundped---fifby-oney---{0esober---335---3058137---33---U=8+6~
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eernditior-and-readily-avaiiable-ab-ati-bimes~
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}:--Lifesaving-Deviees----Types--Iy~-$is--£1iiy
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£itsed-wibth-an-approved-deviee-for-avvessing-baekfirer

Ld)}-Motorboats-of-Glass-1-£16-feek-to-less-5han--236
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HGFRE+--Garbor~s5ebraahispide-cxbinguishers-and-obhers of
5he--5oxie-vaporiging~1iiguid-Eype-sueh-as-ehlorobromemeskane
ape-no5-approved-~and--are--Rof--aaeepked--as—-proguired--fipe
egbinguisherss

thi-Mosorbeaba-Waieh--Gapry--Fassengers--Ffor--Kirer
Mosorbeabts-whieh-earry-passengers-for-hire-shail-be-preovided
with--an--approved--iife--presenver--~-{paragrapi~-46+a---£i37
Seetbion-10-~0f--those~~pegulabiensdy~-Lbuoyanb--vesssy--pning
buoysy~gp-bueyant-eushiong-will-nos-suffieel-for-cach-person
saspiedy~~-and--wibh--additienai--punker--af--approved--1ife
presepveprs-guibable~-£fop-ohildrony--oqual~~§6--ab--2eagb-~5eE
ti0%)-~persenb--of--the--5obal-~pumber--of--pengens-~aapried-
Matorboabs-while--earnying--passengeprs--for--hira--shati-~-be
operabed--and--nRavigaked--by--a~-perssr-duly-ticonsed-by-she
6oa85-~Guard---Mosorboabs--0arPFing-~MOK8~—~5RaR~~~Big~=~{5)
passeRgerd-are-reguired-to-ba-ingpeated-and-ecersified-hy-~Ehe
Coass-Guards

NOTE+--The-URules-of-bhe-Roadl--plage~-upon--5he--ownery
magbergy--ep-operatorg-af-all-maborbeater~-responaibilisy~Ffor
giving-and-answering-pasging-sigrals-on-whistley--fog--Rorns
ep-beil-ag-preseribedy-alithough~the-Federal-Moborboab-Aak-of
Appil--28;--30U0 --does-Res-require-gueh-signaling-eguipment
aboard-aeerbain-etasses-of-moserboabsr--In-gase~-af-~aeaidens
@p---easualbyy--Ehe--gourby--would--undoubbedliy--give--greak
sonsiderabiop-66--any--iack--of--suah--equipment--in--Fixing
respenRsibiliby~

ti}-Congs-Guard-Approved-Equipmensy

}s—----Pefinition+----1Coanb~--Guard--~Appreoved
Equipmens!--ig--equipment--wWhieh--hag~-been~-approved-by~the
Commardanby--URiked--S6aben--Coasb--Cuardy-afEep~ib-has-been
debepmined-$a-be-in~eompliaree-wibth~bhe-varioug-Coags-~Guand
speeifieabions--and-pegulations-relabing-5o0-cha-eorstbruabion
ard-papformaree-af-such-eguipmenter--Names~-ar-~manufackueers
&f--approved-oguipment-and-approval-numberg-asgignred-to-them
fop-vapious-bypes-of-equipmenb-aro-eonbained-in-GCoags--Guard
Bookieb---6G-308y—~~Eguipmens~~-bigbsr--wWhigh-~ig~--published
approsimabely-oneg--cach--yearr---Fhis--publieabien--may--be
obbaired-upon-appiication-58-any-coass-Guard-bigkries-0ffiee
op-aRy-Qfficep-in-Chargey-Marine-Inspeations

£3)-Lifesaving-Deviees~
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10Lg --grl-approved-tifo-pragervers-have-been-required-bg-be
Indian-COrange-ir-aglors
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4----Bueyanb-~Vesssr~--Performanee---Type~--11
Peraonal-¥Flotakion-bBevieer

ar--56RB5PHa5L0R+~~-ApPpPaved-bunyanb-vents
ape--af--yesb-denigny-aonsbruabed-of-pads-af-aibhep-kapok-o5
£ibpoHg-giagsSy-wWibh-a-atoth-oovering-and-~sbprapg--aRd--tiesn
abtachedr--They-are-made-in-thpee-gigesy-swo-ehild-gigeg-and
ene-adulé-sisey-and-may-be-any-coleps

Br—-Mapkingsr--Approved-bueyarnb-vesbs-are
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fee5-in-iergth}--The-same-eguipmens-as-reguired-by-a-ctags-4
meborbeab--ig-pequired-on-shis-elags-boaby-howevery-Fersoral
Fiotation-Devieey-6iass-iy-Iiy-and-IIi--{wearablej--persenal
ficbationr--doviee--for--cach-person-en-beard-and-one-Type-I¥
t{shreowable)-perssnal-flobabion-deviee--in--eagk-~beabr---Fhe
oRiy--addisior-ig-a-hand-mouthy-op-power-operabed-whighze-or
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£34233-milex
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{g}-Fire-Extinguisherss
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ar--A-deviee-intended-50-be-worR--may--be
equivaitenb--50--Type-—-Ii--or--Ty¥pe«-Ifi----A--device-Shak-is
equivaienb-so-Type-iii-ig-mapked-1Type-IIi-Deviee---may--nek
EHRR-HRGORSALOUS -Wearepr U

Fire-Exbinguishersr~--Approved--Eypas--of

£ipre--exbinguiskers-are-identified-by-make-and-medei-rumbers
Sheak-she-marking-on-bke-exbinguisher-nameptate-against~-the
medel---pumbar--ligbed--urdepr--bhe--companyly--name--in--she
Eguipmerk-Links-Bookleby-66-300

6adbiohr~~--WheRp~--purehasiRg----appreved
equipHerb--ingigb--on-a-saltey-siip-dessribing-She-arbiele-as
Ceasb-Guard-approveds

18:3--No-perscrn-ahall-operabe-~on-give~-popmissigr-fop-5he

operabion--8f--a-vessei-whieh-is-ne5-ecquipped-as-vequired-by
Shese-veguiasionss

*#04 §U47-25-5. Required Equipment.

5.1. General. No person shall operate or give

permisgion feor the operation of a vessel which is not
equipped as required under the provisions of Seeticon 5 of
these regulations.

5.2. Lights.

5.2.1. Every vessel in all weathers from sunset ta
sunrise shall carry and exhibit the following lights when
under way and, during such time, no other lights which may
be mistaken for those prescribed shall be exhibited.

5.2.2. Every motorbocat or other vessel propelled by
machinery of Class A or Class 1 shall carry the following

lights:

5.2.2.a. A bright light aft to show all arocund

the horizon.

5.2.2.b. A combined lantern in the fore part

of the vessel and lower than the white light aft, showing
green to starboard and red to port, so fixed as to throw the
1ight from right ahead to two (2) points abaft the beam of
fheir respective sides.

5.2.3. Every motorboat or cother vessel propelled by
machinery of Class 2 or Class 3 shall carry the following

lights: , o
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5.2.32.a. A bright white light in the fore part
of thke vessel as near the sftem as practicable, S¢
constructed as bo show an unbroken light over an arc of the
horizon of twenty (20) points of fthe compass, so fixed as to
throw the lights ten (10) points on each side of the vessel;
namely, from right ahead to two (2) poinfts abaft the beam on
either side.

5.2.3.b. A bright light aft to show all around
the horizon and higher than the white light forward.

§,2,.3.c. On the starboard side 2 green light
so constructed as to show an unbroken light over an arc of
the norizon of tern (10) points of the compass, s¢ fixed as
to throw the light from right ahead to twe (2) peints abaft
the beam on the starboard side. On the port side a red
light so constructed as to show an unbroken light over an
are of the horizon of (10) poinks of the compass, so fixed
as to throw the light from right ahead fe¢ two {2) poinis
abaft the beam on the port side. The said side lights shall
be fitted with inboard screens of sufficient height szo set
as to prevent these lights from being seen across_the bow.

5.2.5, Motorboats or other vessels of Classes 4 and
1 when propelled by =ail alocne shall carry the combined
lantern, but not the white 1light aft, as prescribed in
Section 5.2.2.b of these regulations. Motorboats of Clagses
2 and 3 when so propelled, shall carry, the colored side
lights, suitably screened, but not the white lights, as
prescribed in  Segtion 5.2.3.¢ of these regulations.
Motorboats of all classes, when so propelled, shall earry
ready at hand a lantern or flashlight showing a white light
which shall be exhibited in sufficient time to avert

collision.

5.2.5. Every white light preseribed by Section 5 of
these regulations shall be of such charaecter as to be
visible at a distance of at least twe {2) miles. Every
colored light prescribed by Section 5 of these regulations
shall be of such character as to be vigible at a distance of
at least one (1) mile, The term '"vigible" shall mean
visible on a dark night with clear atmosphere.

5.2.6. Every vessels when propelled by sail and
machinery shall ecarry the lights required under Section 5 of
these regulations for a motorboat propelled by machinery

only. _
5.2.7. Any vessel may carry and exhibit the lights

required by the Federal Regulaticons for Preventing
Collisions at Sea, one thousand nine hundred forty-eight,

14

25B0AT198T™




(1948) Federal 4ct of October eleven, one thousand, nine

hundred fifty-one, (Qetober 11, 19581), 32 U.S.C.
§143-147(d), as amended, in lieu of the lights required by

Section 5 of these regulations,

5.2.8, Manually propelled vessels shall have ready

at hand a lantern showing a white light which shall be

temporarily exhibited in sufficient time to prevent

collisgion.

5.3. Personal Flotation Devices.

5.3.1. Motorboats and other vessels of Class 4

shall ecarry a Coast Guard approved Type I, II, III, and IV
personal floatation device in good and serviceable

condition, and readily available at 31l times, for each

person on board.

5.3.2. Motorboats and other vessels of Class 1,
Class 2, or Class 3 shall carry a Coast Guard approved Type
I, II, or IIT (wearable) personal flotation device in good
and serviceable condition, and readily available at all
times, for each person on board. In addition, motorboats
and other vessels of Class 1, Class 2, or Class 3 shall

carry at least one Cocast Guard approved Type IV (throwable)

personal flotation device In good and serviceable condition
and readily available at all times,

5.4, Fire Extinguishers.

5.4.1. Motorboats of Class 4, Class 1, or Class 2
shall earry a Coast Cuard approved fire extinguisher of
either B-1 or B-11 classification, unless exempted from this

reguirement under Section 5.4.2 of these regulations.

5.4.2, Motorhoats need not  earry a fire

extinguisher if the following conditions are met:

5.4,2.a. The construection of the motorkoat is
such that flammable or explosive vapors cannot be trapped

within;

5.4.2.b. The motorboat has no enclesed engine
compartments; and

5.4.2.c. The motoboat has no  permanently
installed fuel tanks,

5.5. Other Safety Egquipment.

5.5.1., Class A Motorboats., Motorboats of this
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class shall have the following:

_.5.5.1.a. Ventilation Systems. Al]1 motorboats

with a deck or partial deck or with an enclosed engine

compartments must be provided with a ventilation system as
set forth in Coast Guard regulations (technical details may

be found in CG-395). Open construction boats are exempt

from ventilation requirements.

5.5.1.b. Flame Arrestor. Carburetors on ail

engines on motorbeoats, other than outboard engines, shall be

fitted with an approved deviee for arresting backfire,

5.5.2. Class 1 Motorboats. Motorbeats of this

class shall meet the equipment reguirements of Section 5.5.1

of these regulations and in addition shall have a hand-mouth

or power-operated whistle or horn capable of producing a

blast of at least two (2) seconds duration and audible for a

distance of at least one-half (1/2) mile.

5.5.3, Clasgs 2 Motorboats., Motorboats of this

class shall meet the equipment reguirements of Section 5.5.1
of these regulations and in addiftion shall have the

following: e .
5.5.3.a. Bell. COne which, when struek,

produces =z clear, bell-like tone of full round

characteristies.

5.5.3.b. Horn or Whistle. One hand or power

operated whistle or horn capable of producing a blast of at

least two {2) seconds duration and audible for a distance of
one (1) mile.

*0g §#47-25-6. Special Requirements for Motorboats Which
Carry Passengers for Hire,

6.1. Motorboats which ecarry passengers for hire shall be

provided with a Coast Guard approved Type 1 personal
fleoatation device Ffor each person carried, and with

additional .number of Cecast Guard approved Type 1 personal
fleatation devices suitable for children egual to at least

ten {(10%) percent of the total number of persons carried.

6.2, Motorboats while ecarryving passengers for hire shall
be operated and navigated by a person duly licensed by the
United States Coast Guard.

6.3. Motorboats carrving more than six {6) passengers
are required to be inspected and certified by the Coast

Guard.
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*09 §47-26-33 §47-25-7. Boat Liveries.

43:3: 7.1. The owner of a boat livery shall cause to be
kept a record of the name and address of the perscn aor
persons hiring any vessel which is designed or permitted by
him to be operated as a vessel, the identification number
thereof, ard the departure date and time, and the expected
time of return.

3i:2- 7.2. Neither the owner of a boat livery nor his
agent or employee shall permit a motorboat or any vessel
designed or permitted by him to be operated as a motorboat
to depart from his premises unless it shall have been
provided, either by owner or renter, with the equipment
required pursuant Lo these regulations,

11+3+-Numbering-Livery-Boakss

fa}-The--Rumbering--reguiremerbag--of--5hese~-regulations
Bkall-apply-te-tivery-boakss

tb3-The-eerbifioabe~of--pumber--af--a~-2ivery--baab
shail-be-plainiy-mavked-Ulivery-beabsl

te}-The-deseription~-of-the-motor-and-Sype-~of--fuel
wili--be--omibbed-frem-She-acrbificabe-ef-number-in-any-oase
where-She-metor-is-nob5-ronbed-with-5he-boass

¥09 §ly-26-32 §47-25-8, Prohibited Operation.

i2:3+ 8.1. No person shall operate any moterboat or
vessel, or manipulate any water skis, surfboard, or gimilar
device in z reckless or negligent manner zo as to endanger
the life, limb, or property of any person.

322+ 8.2. No persons shall operate any motorboat or
vessel, or manipulate any water skis, surfboard, or similar
device while intoxicated or under the influence of any
narcetic drug, barbituate, or marijuana.

32:37-1f--ghati--be--uptawfut--for--the--owner--af---any
mobopboab--op-vesget y-oP-any-person-having-sueh-in-eharge-or
in-denbroi-to-aubhorife-or-krowingly-permris-the-same~-50--he
opepabed--by--any-person-who-by-peasor-of-physiegl-or-menbal
digabiliby-is-ineapabie-of-gperabing-sush--Wakeparafh--urdap
the-prevailing-eiraumgbanceds

8.3. No person shall operate, or knowingly permit any
person to operate, any motorbeoat or other vessel if, by
reason of physical or mental disgability, he is incapabie of
cperating such vessel in a safe manner.
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12-4: 8.4, No person shall operate, or knowingly permit
any perscn to operate, any motorboat or vessel at a rate of
speed greater than will permit such person, in the exercise
of reasonable care, fo bring the vessel to a stop within the
assured clear distance ahead; provided, however, that
nothing in these regulations is intended ¢to prevent the
operator of a vessel actually competing in a regatta which
is sanctioned, under the provisions of Chapter 20 of the
Code of West Virginia, as amended, from attempting to attain
high speeds on a marked racing course.

128+ 8.5. No person shall make reckless approach to, or
passage by, a dock, ramp, diving board, or fleat.

42+6+ 8.6. Skiers being pulled by motorboats must have
on- their person a Coast Guard approved life preserver,
bucyant vest, or ring buoy except as provided by Sectiocn
14.6 of these regulations.

*09 §47-28-13 §U47-25-9. Right-of-Way.

13-4+ 9.1. When two vessels are approaching each other
"head on" or nearly so as to invelve risk of collision, each
vessel shall bear to the right and pass the other vesszl on
its left side.

43+2+ 9.2. When vessels approach each other obliquely or
at right angles, the vessel approaching on the right side
has the right-of-way.

33+3+ 9.3. One vessel may overtake another on either
side but shall grant right-of-way to the overtaken vessel.

43<-4+ 9.4, When a sailboat and motorboat are operating
as to involve a risk of collision with each other, the
motorboats shall yield the right-of-way to the sailboat in
all cases.

13-8- 9.5. All  motorboats shall be operated in
conformance with the Rules of the Road, Western Rivers.

*09 §47-26-3Y4 §U47-25-10. Restricted Areas.

44:3- 10.1. No person shall so anchor a vessel or other
cobstacles for fishing or pleasure purpeses, on any body of
water over which the State has jurisdietion, in such a
position as to obstruet a passageway ordinarily used by
other vessels.

i4-2- 10.2. No person shall operate a pleasure vessel
within twenty (20) feet of the exterior boundary of a water
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area which 1is clearly marked by bucys, or scme other
distinguishing devige, as a bathing or swimming area.

i4-3- 10.3. Swimming areas shall be marked with yellow-
and red-colored buoys by the owners of such areas.

#4z4+ 10.%#. No person shall operate, or knowingly permit
any person to operate, a vessel within twenty (20) feet of a
person engaged in fishing without permission. eon-uniess
dRavoidable

iL.8+ 10,5. No perser vessel shall anchor or tie to any
type of navigation aid or buoy.

*09 §47-235-15 §U47-25-11. Overloading and Overpowering.

38+3- 11.1. No vessel shall be loaded with passengers or
carge beyond 1ts safe carrying capacity, taking into
consideration weather and other normal operating conditions.

386+2+ 11.2. No vessel shall be equipped with any motor
or other propulsien wmachinery beyond its safe power
capacity, taking into  consideration the type and
construction of such waberarafs vessel and other axisting
operating conditions.

*09  §47-26-36 §47-25-12. Collisions, Accidents, and
Casualties.

36-3+ 12.1. It shall be the duty of the operator of a
vessel involved in a collisicn, accident, or other casualty,
so0 far as he can do without serious danger to his own
vessel, crew, and passengers (if any), to render to other
persons affected by the collision, accident, or other
casualty such assistance as may be practilcable and as may be
necessary in order to save them from or minimize any danger
caused by the collision, accident, or other casuaity, and
also to give his name, address, and identification of his
vessel in writing to any person injured and to the owner of
any property damaged in the collision, accident, or other
casualty.

163+ 12.2. In the case of a c¢ollision, accident or
other ecasualty involving a vessel, the operator thereof, if
the collision, accident or other casualfy results in death
or injury to a person or damage to property in excess of one
hundred dollars ($100), shall file with the Department a
full description of the collision, aceident, or other
casualty by completion, in triplicate, of Wesi--Virginia
Boabing--Aeeident--Repors----Deparbment-of-Nabural-Regeuroes
Form-MB-3-{July-$y-3078} Form MB-3. Reports in death--eases
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cases involving leoss of 1ife must be submitted within
forty-eight (48) hours; reports in other cases are required
within five (5} days. All reports shall be submitfted in
person or by mail to the Department of Natural Rescurces,
1800 Washington Streef, East, Charlesten, West Virginia
25305, Attention: Motorhoat Safety Section.

. {a} 12.2.1. The Department of Natural Resources
Form MB-3 {(July 1, 19735) shall be used for the report as
required by skis-seetiern Section 12 cf these regulations.

¢b) 12.2.2. A report is required whenever a vessel
subject to these regulations is involved in a '"boat
accident" which results in any one or more of the following:

iz 12.2.2.a. Loss of life.

2+ 12.2.2.b. Injury causing any person to
remain ineapacitated Ffor a period in excess of seventy-two

{72) hours.

2« 12.2.2.¢. Actual physical damage to
property (including vessels) in excess of one hundred

dollars ($100).

*¥0g §47-26-37 §47-25-13. Transmittal of Information.

17-3=- 13.1. In accordance with any request duly made by
an authorized official or agency of the United States, any
information compiled or ctherwise available to the
Department ef--Nasupal--Regseurees--ef--the--8tabe--of--Wess
Yipginia pursuant to these regulations shall be transmitted
to said official cr ageney of the United States.

*09 §47-26-18 §47-25-14. Water Skis and Surfboards.

183+ 14.1. No person shall operate a vessel on any
waters of this State towing a person or persons on water
skis, surfboard, or similar device, nor shall any person
engage in waterskiing, surfboarding, or similar activity at
any time between the hours from one (1) hour after sunset to
one (1) hour before sunrise.

48:2+ 14.2. No person shall operate a motorbcat on any
waters of this State for towing a person or persons on water
skis, surfboard, or similar device unless there is in such
motorboat a person, in addition to the operator, in a
position to observe the progress of the person or persons
being towed or such motorboat is equipped with a wide-angle
rear view mirror mounted in such a manner as to permift the
operator of the motorboat to observe the progress of the
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person or persons being towed.

18:3- 14.3. The provisions of Seetisns--18:3--and--18.2
Sections 14.71 and 14.2 of these regulations do not apply to
a performer in a prefessional exhibition, or a person or
persons engaged in an activity authorized under the
provisions of The Chapter 20 of the Code of West Virginia,

as amended. -

18:U4+ 14.4. No person shall operate or manipulate any
vessel, tow rope or other device by which the direction or
location of water skis, surfbeard, or similar device may be
affected or controlled in such a way as to cause the water
skis, surfboard, or similar device, or any person thereon to
coliide with or strike against any objlect or perscn.

18-8- 12.5. All right-of-way rules applying to the
towing vessel shall apply. - : _

14,6, Persons engaged in barefoot waterskiing may elect
at their own risk to wear a non-Coast Guard approved
barefoot wetsuit designed specifically for such activity in
lieu of a Coast Guard approved life preserver, bucyany vest,

or vring buoy required under Section 8.6 of these

regulations.

%00 §47-28-319 §47-25-15. Skin or Scuba Diving.

19:3r 15.1. No person shall skin or scuba dive in any
waters of the 8tate that 1s used by powerbcats unless the
diving area is marked by a minimum of two (2) diver down"

flags. Diver down flag shall be a red field of not less

than ten (10) inches by ten (10) inches dimension with a.

white diagonal stripe not less than one and cne-half (1-1/2)
inches wide running upper left fo lower right. Flags shall
be displayed at =21l times while diver is in the water.
Diving flags must be anchored, affized to separate flotation
devices, pe within sight and not more than one hundred (100)
feet_apart. All powerboats will remain a minimum distance of
cne hundred (100) feet away from the marker flags. The top
of the flag shall be at least three (3) feet above the
surface of the water. Divers must come up within fifty (50)
feet of- the flag. Divers shall not dive in heavily traveled
boat lanes, marked swimming areas, or areas set aslde for
waterskiing. Piving--ip--goeverpndnb-owned--pegepyeirs-—--£3
eovered-by-gpeaiai-regulabiensr

*09 §47-28-20 §47-25-16. Penalties.

28ri--Any-papson-vielabing-any-of-5he-provigions-of-this
shapbep--gp--ruies--aRd--reguiations--promulgased--underp-the
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provigions-of-tke-ehapbery-She-puriskmeni-£for-whish--fs--rek
presepibedy--ghall--Be--guilsy--5f-a-Risdemeanory-ard-7-4per
eornviesion-thereafr-shali-for-cach-offense-be-fined-rot-Ltess
than-twWeRby--dollars--£$203--nor--mere--Ehar--5Rree--hundred
dollars--£$300}y--ar-confined-in-Jail-Aos~less-5han-5er-£103
er-more-bhan-~one-hurdred-£3003-daysy-or-be--bebh--Ffined--and
imprigoned--withiR--the--limitationg--aforesaids-agrdr-zRA-Ehe
ease-of-a-vielabior-By-a-aorporabions-evwery-afficer-ar-agens
thercaf--direebing--opr--engaging--in-suek-visiakion-skail-be
guilsy-of-a-nisdemeaner-andr-vpor~eenvicbion-5hereofr--shall
be--subieeb--5o--the-pame-peraliies-and-puniskment-as-hepoin
providedsr

16.1. Any person vielating any of the provisions of

these repulations ig subject to the penalties prescribed in

W. Va. Code §20-T7-9.

¥09 §h47-25-23 §47-25-17. Special Regulations.

24+3= 17.1. Boating in government-cwned reservoirs Is
covered by special regulations. OCepies-may-be-obSained-as
Ekhe-peservoir-officesy

Nobes---Qhie--River---Beasers--~--When-~~-cBiering---Ohis

ferrpiborial-~waberg--yeu-witt-be-governed-by-bhio-Boak-baw-&
Regulabions-ti-er;-ORig-reguires-ali-beabs-fe-pe~1ieernsed)~
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