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The Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV
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Dear Mr. Rockefeller:

Enclosed are two copies of West Virginia Administrative
Regulations covering the 1973 Fishing Regulatiomns, designated
Series IIT of Chapter 20-1.

I hereby certify that the attached regulations are true
and accurate copies of official regulations adopted by the
Department of Natural Resources.

Sincerely yours,

Ira §. Latimer, Jr.

Director
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F¥.3 in Gifice of the Secretary of Ctate

of Weat Virginia /-{4_9 / 22

WEST VIRGINIA ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS

Department of Natural Resources

Chapter 20-1
Series III

(1973)

SUBJECT: 1973 Fishing Regulations

B ke PR e R e e W i e ke ek e e e Wi ek ek e A M N L e AL M S M MR AR M A S S A AN R A SR R W M R W e me e s e s o8

Section 1. Opening and Closing Dates

1.01. Black kass -- (Smallmouth, Largemouth, Spotted) -- Open

year-round.

1.02. Trout -- (Rainbow, Brook, Brown, Golden Rainbow) -- Open

year-round.
(a) Otter Creek -- Open for fly fishing only June 1
through September 12.

1.03, tuskellunge and Northern Pike -- Open year-round.

1.04. Channel Catfish -- Open year-round.

1.05. Other Species -- Open year-round.

1.06. Frogs -- (Bull Frog and Green Frog) -- Open 9 P.M. LST,

June 16, 1973, Closes at midnight, July 31, 1973,
(a) Frog season will open from iay 15 through October 31,

on Biy Sandy and Tug Fork Rivers bordering Kentucky.
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Adm. Reg. 20-1 Sec. 2
Series III

Section 2. Daily Creel Limits and Possession Limits

2.01. 3lack Bass -- (Smallmouth, Largemouth, Spotted) --

Daily creel limit is 8. Possession limit is 16 bass in the aggregate.

2.02. Trout -- (Rainbow, BLirook, srown, Golden Rainbow) --

Daily creel 1imit is 6, including I, S, Army Corps of Lngineers Lakes,
only 4 of the 6 may be taken from State impoundments, Ldwards Run,
Otter Creek, and the following streams: Clear Fork, Mcbowell Co.;
Spruce Laurel Fork, Boone Co.; Marsh Fork, Raleigh Co.; Big Sandy Ck.,
Preston Co.; Big Huff Ck., »yoming § Logan Co.; Paint Ck., Fayette
Co.; Panther Ck., McDowell Co.; Paw-Paw Ck., Marion Co.; Cross Ck.,
Brooke Co.; Kings Ck., ilancock Co.; Tomlinson Rum, lancock Co.;
west Fork Twelvepole, iayne Co.; Wheeling Ck., Marshall and Ohio Co.;
Wayne Dam, Wayne Co.; vickwire Run, Taylor Co.; North Fork Dam and
Soutit Fork Fishing Ck., “etzel Co.; Grave Ck., Marshall Co. Posses-
sion liwmit is 12.

baily creel limit on Catch and Release Areas is one, possession
limit is one (Section 5).

(a) Only one line per angler will be pemidtted during
period January 1 through June 15 while fishing for trout in
srall state inpoundments stocked with trout. Does not apply
to U. 5. Army Corps of ingineers Lakes.

2.03. luskellunye and ~orthern Pike -- [io possession lindit.
&

2.04. Channel Catfish -- Daily creel limit (applies to state

Public Fishing Impoundments only) is 4; possession limit is 16,
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Adm. Reg. 20-1 Sec., 2.05
Series IIT

2.05. Other Species -- No linit,

2.06, Frogs -- (Bull Frog and Green Frog) -- Mightly limit

(Noon to Noon DST) is 10. Possession limit is 20.

Section 3. Size Limits

3.01. Black j3ass -- (Swallmouth, Largemouth, Spotted) -- No

size linit,
(a) Special Reoulation -- A 12-inch limit shall he in
effect on Wheeling Creek in Marshall and Ohio Counties.

3.02. Trout -- (Rainbow, isrook, jrown, Golden Rainbow) -- No

size linit.
(1) Special Reculation -- An 18-inch 1limit shall be in
effect on Catch and Release Fishing Areas (Section 5).

3.03. ‘uskellunce and Northern Pike -- Minirum size limit is

26 inches total lenpth.
3.04. Chanrel Catfish -- No size limit.

3.05. Other Species -- No size lirmit.

section 4. Lale Closures

4.0M, Rock Cliff Lake -- closed. Opening to be annoumced by

U. 5. Forest Service.




Adm, Reg. 20-1 Sec, 5.
beries T1I

Section 5. Catch and Release Trout Fishinc Areas

5.01. Back Fork of Elk River -- A section in “ebster County,

becinning two miles upstream from Webster Springs, extending upstream
four miles. This section can be reached from secondary routes 29 and
24/3.

5.02. Shavers Fork -- A 5 1/2 nile section in the Mononganela

National Forest, Randolph County, north of U. S. Rt. 250, extending
from the snwouth of Whitireadow Run downstream to the mouth of McGee
Run. This section can be reached from National Forest Route 92,
which intersects U. S. Route 250 four wmiles west of Cheat Yridge.

(a) Special Regulations -- Catch and Release Trout
Fishing Areas (Fish-for-Fun) are as follaws:

1) Fishing permitted during dayliynt hours only.

2) Only artificial flies and lures mede of metal, wood,
feathers, hair or synthetic material, equipped with
barbless hooks nay be used or possessed on a Catch and
kelease Trout Stream. |

3) Deeply hooked or gill-hooked fish should be released
by cuttiny the leader.

4) An ancler may keep one trophy fish 18 inches or over
in lenqth but sust inemediately cease fishing in the
Catch and Release area for that day.

5) All except a trophy fish must be returned to the water

at once,
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Mm. R‘g. 20"‘1 SOC. 5004
Series III

Section 5. Supplement - Special Trout Fishing Areas
5.04 Pinnacle Creek -~ A three-mile marked section near Pineville,
Wyoming County is designated as a “fish for fun" area. Regulations for
this area are as follows:
1. Al fish caught must be returned to the water at once.
2. Only barbless hooks are permitted.
3. All natural baits, cheese, cheese eggs or plastic, rubber
or synthetic imitations of the same are prohibited.
4. Wet or dry flies, spinners, spoons, nymphs, or plugs with
barbless hooks are permitted.
S. Fishing permitted during daylight hours only.
6. An angler may not have fish in his possession while on
the "fish for fun" stream.
7. Deeply hooked or gill hooked fish should be roleniod
by cutting the leader,



Aas . e, 20-1 DeC. O,
Series 111

Section 0, Gue Fis) verined

£,01. Gase Fish -- Broo. trout, brown trout, raini.ow trout,
solden rainbov trout, large.out:. Lass, siallwouti. hass, spotted
hass, striped bass, pickerel, nmusiellunge, nortaern pike, walleye,
white bass, rock bass, crappie, blue;ill, other sunfisi, ciannel

catfish, and flatiicau catfish.

Section 7. Otuer -fetnods of Fishing

7.01. Dipping -~ bipping for ron-gwie fish ouly shall be
lawful in open waters Jurin, the period from February 1, 1u73 to
midnight April 30, 1973. A dip net so used shall not exceeld thirty-
six square feet in overall arca, and its mesh shall not ve s.allet
tian one-quarter inch.

7.02. .ow Fishing -- Year-roumd open season Lor carp; otuer
non-game species may be taken by long bow during all wonths except
May and Juue. 1t shall Le unlawiul to use an arrows having an
explosive head or shaft. Residents wust have a Class - Pishing
License and aonresidents rwust have a Class L uow and Arrow nanting
and isaing License to fish irom auy state waters by long vow. All
other State Fishing legulations apply.

7.03. Onaring and Gigging, -- Jon-game lish, turtles, eels

only wmay ve taken by gipging or snaring from January 1 througn clay 15,

and from July i tiarougi becerber 31. iiowever, snaring of any species

of sucker, carp, fallfisii and creex clwb saall at all tines be unlawful,
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Adm, Rep. 20-1 ~ec, 7.03
Series III

(a) Special Peculation -- Anyone convicted of gigging

Lawe 1lsih 1s sworject to {ishin. license revocation.

(i) .o jerson shull have in thelr possession ahout
wy puslic waters of this state any Jishing paraphemalia
witiout vrover liconses,

7.040 drotlines at orop Lites -- One end rust be attached

to tie oo and siball bear a lecible waterprooi identification tag.
ihey wst Lo attendea at least once every 24 hours. tire or catle
lines and hooks witii ore tian one point are pronibited. It is
Jidavful to attach trotlines to nublic piers and dochks, or within
4 feet of dan appurtenances, Their use is prosibited in state
operateu sanall ispoundments.

7.05. meinin, for imnows - cdiwow [raps -- Are permissable

provided the openinys are not larper than one inch in diamcter.

It is rawlul to usc a seine lor oi-tainin, Lait only, provided
ti.e seine is not lcnger than six fecet nor deeper than four feet.
Gaie fisa @y not be seined for Lait.

7.56. Underwater Spearfisnin: and iivins

1. Soason siinll Le July 1 to 2ctober 1.

2, All fisu, cxcept pome risi and catfis.a, way oc taien
in open waters by underwater spearfisoing durin. the hours of
Gyliccet ondre pearfishin is prosibited in the tollowin. waters:

4) aew River, from bluestone vam downstreaw to the
lover bridge at ilinton.
) U1k River, from Sutton Dam downstream to Route 19

bridge at Sutton.
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e(-1 sec., 7.06

PRI oy
rwlitlle 482

Series I1II

3. Spearyuns nay be discharved only Leneathh the surface
of the wvatcer,

4. It shall he unlawful to use an explosive head or shaft,
5. sitin divers shall not fish or dive in such a raaer as
to interfere wita hook ang line fishermon.

6. Skin divers shall not fish or dive in heavily traveled
poat lancs, warked swirmineg areas, or arcas set asiace {or waterskiing.

7. ‘bDiver down' flag shall be a red field of not less than
10 inches by 10 incies Jdivension with o white Jiaponal stripe not
less than 1 1/2 inches wide running upper left to lower right. A
pinioun of two (2) flags per five (5) divers siall be uisplayed at
all tires, [luese flags wust ve separate anu abfixec to a tlotation
cevice, be within sight and not worc than 100 {cet apart. A1l
powerboats will remain a winitiam distance of 100 feet away {(Tom the
marker flags. Divers must come up within 50 feet of flag. Tae top
of the flag shall he at least 3 feet above the surface of the water.
5., o fish taken by spearfisiiry. seall be returaed to the

waters or left on the banks of any waters.
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