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TITLE 47
LEGISLATIVE RULES EE8 AUE 3 fH i

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SERIES 12
MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING REGULATIONS

§47-12-1. General.

1.1. Scope and Purpose. —-- These regulations establish
the open seasons and the bag, size, age, welght, and sex
limits with respect tTo the hunting of waterfowl and other
migratory game birds in this State.

1.2. TAuthority. =-- West Virglinia Code §§20-1-7(30) and
20=-1=-17(7).

1.3, Filing Date. -- August 31, 1588,

1.4. Effective Date. =——- September 1, 1%83.

1.5. Repeal of Former Rule. =-- This rule repeals and

replaces 47 C.8.R. 12 #Migratcry Bird Hunting Regulations”
filed August 28, 1987 and effective September 1, 1987.

1.6. Seasons in General. -- All seascns are subject to
change under the provisicns o¢f W. Va. Code §20-1-7(7).
Opening and closing dates are inclusive and time periods are
prevailing time unless ctherwise ncted in these regulations.
Sunday hunting is illegal. '

1.7. Concurrent Hunting. =-- Concurrent hunting for
waterfowl on majer rivers, lakes, and reservolrs ls legal
during the bucks-only deer seascn if the season for such
waterfowl is also open.

1.8. West Virginia Migratory Waterfowl Conservation
Stamp. —-- Each waterfowl hunter sixteen (16) vears of age
and over, except those persons exempt bv statute from the
payvment of hunting license fees, must carry on his person a
valid West Virginia Migratory Waterfowl Conservation Stanmp
(i.e., a “state duck stamp”) signed in ink across the face.
This stamp is not needed in crder +to hunt coots, dJdoves,
gallinules, rails, snipe, or woocdcock.

§47=12~2. Definitieons.

2.1. “aggregate” means the total bag or possession
limit of similar kinds of migratory game birds.
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2.2. ¥Bait means shelled, shucked, or unshucked c¢orn,
wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

2.3. ¥YBaited Area” means any area where baliting occurs.

2.4. ¥Baiting” means the direct or indirect placing,
exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering cof kalt so
as to constitute for migratory game kirds a lure,
attraction, or enticement to, on, or over any aresas where
hunters are attempting to take them.

2.5. ¥“Blind Area” means the area within seventy-five
(75) vards of the hunter’s assigned blind.

2.6. "Migratory Game Birds” means those migratery birds
defined in 50 C.F.R. §20.11 and belonging tc the families
listed in Sections 2.6.1 through 2.6.4 of these regulations
for which open seasons are prescribed in Section 3 of these
regulations.

2.6.1. Anatidae (ducks, geese, mergansers, and
swans) .
2.6.2. _Columbidae (dcoves and pigeons).
2.6.3. Gruidae (little brown cranes).
2.6.4. Rallidae (rails, coots, and gallinules).
2.7. P"Paraplegic” means an individual afflicted with

paralysis of the lower half of the body with involvement of
both legs, usually due to disease of or injury fto the spinal
cord. :

2.8. “#Prevailing Time” means either Eastern Standard
Time or Eastern Daylight Time as established by the United
States Congress,. ) o

2.9, “Waterfowl” means members cf the family Anatidae
(ducks, geese, mergansers, and swans) for which open seasons
are prescribed in Section 2 of these regulatiocns.

2.10. “Zone 17 means the entire State except Zone 2.
2.11. 7Zone 2% means the following area:

2.11.1. Beginning at the West Virginia-Maryland
boundary 1line, the eastern boundary of Zone 2 extends south
along U.S. Route 220 threough Keyser, West Virginia to the
intersection with T.$. Route 50 and fellows U.S. Route 50
to the intersection with State Route 53, The eastern
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boundary then follows State Route 93 scuth to the
intersection with State Route 42 and continues scuth on
State Route 42 to Fetershurg. At Petersburg, the eastern
boundary follows State Route 28 south to Minnehaha Springs
and then follows State Route 32 west to U.S. Route 219. The
eastern boundary then follows U.S. Route 219 south to the
intersection with Interstate 64.

2.11.2. The southern boundary of Zone 2 follows
Interstate 64 west to the intersection with U.S. Route &0
and then follows U.5. Route 60 west to the intersection
with U.S. Route 195.

2.11.3. The western boundary of Zone 2 follows
U.&. Route 19 north to the intersection with Interstate 78
and then follows Interstate 7% north te the intersection
with U.S. Route 48.

2.11.4. The northern koundary of 2one 2 fellows
U.s. Reoute 48 east to the West Virginia-Maryland boundary
line.
§47=-12~-3. (Qpen Seasons.

3.1. Mourning Dove Season.

3.1.1. The first segment of this season opens on
September 1, 1988 and cleses on October 31, 1988.

3.1.2. The second segment of this season opens on
December 26, 1988 and cleses on January 3, 1989,

3.2. .Rail Season (Sora and Virginia Rails). =-- This
season opens on September 1, 19838 and closes on November 9,
l1988. There is no open seascn for king rails or clapper
rails. :

3.3. Woocdcock Seascn. -- Thils season opens on  QOctober
15, 19838 and clecses on November 23, 1988.

3.4. Commen Snipe Seasson. -- This season opens on
September 1, 1988 and closes on December 16, 1988,

3.5. Dugk Seascns (excluding pintails).
3.5.1. Zone 1 Duck Season.

3.5.1.a. The first segment of this season
opens on October 8, 188 and closes on Octoker 15, 1988.
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3.5.1.p. The second segment of this season
December 17, 1988 and closes on January 7, 1989.
3.%.2., Zone 2 Duck Season.

3.5.2.a. The first segment of this season
Octoker 8, 1888 and cleses on Cctober 15, 1988.

3.5.2.b. The seccnd segment of this season
October 2%, 1888 and c¢leses on November 19, 1988.

3.5.3. There is no copen seasocon for canvasbacks.

Pintail Seasons.

3.6.1. Zone 1 Pintail Seascon.

3.6.1.a. The first segment of this seasocon
October 8, 1988 and c¢loses con October 14, 1988.

3.6.1.b. The seccnd segment of this season
January 2, 188% and closes on January 7, 1989.
3.6.2., Zone 2 Pintail Season.

3.6.2.a. The first segment of ~thisz season
Octcker 2, 1988 and closes on Cctober 14, 1288.

3.6.2.0b. The second segment of this season
November 14, 1938 and closes on November 15, 1%88.
Merganser Seasons.
3.7.1. Zone 1 Merganser Season.

3.7.1.a. The first segment of this season
October 8, 1988 and closes on Qctober 15, 138828.

3.7.1.k. The second segment of this season
December 17, 1988 and c¢loses on January 7, 1989,
3.7.2. Zone 2 Merganser Seasch.

3.7.2.2., The first segment of this season
Octcker 8, 1988 and closes on October 15, 1588.

3.7.2.b. The second segment of this season
October 29, 1988 and closes cn November 19, 1988.
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3.8. Coot Seasons.
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3.3.1. Zone 1 Coot Season.

3.8.1.a. The first segment ¢f this season
on October 8, 1288 and closes on October 15, 1888.

3.8.1.b. The second segment ¢f this season
on December 17, 1988 and closes on January 7, 198¢.

3.8.2. Zone 2 Ccocot Season.

3.8.2.a. The first segment of this season
on October 8, 1288 and c¢leses on Cctcker 15, 19838.

3.8.2.b. The seccnd segment of this season
on QOctober 29, 1988 and closes c¢n November 192, 1988.

$. Gallinule Seasocons.
3.9.1. Zone 1 Gallinule Season.

3.9.1.a. The first segment of this season
on Cctober 8, 1988 and closes on Octecber 15, 1983,

3.92.1.b. The second segment of this season
on December 17, 1988 and closes on January 7, 1%889.

3.8.2. Zone 2 Gallinule Season.

3.9.2.a. The first segment of this season
on October 8, 1888 and closes on Ocktober 15, 1988.

3.9.2.b. The second segment of this season

on Octoker 29, 1988 and closes on November 18, 1988.
10. Canada Goose Seasons.
2.10.1. Zone 1 Canada Goose Season.

2.10.1.a. The first segment of this season
on October i, 1988 and closes on October 15, 1988, '

3.10.1.b. The seccond segment of this season
on November 28, 1988 and clecses con January 20, 1989,

3.10.2. Zone 2 Canada Goose Seascn.

2.10.2.a. The first =szegment of this season
on October 1, 1988 and closes on November 18, 19%88.

(8]
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3.10.2.b. The second segment cf this season
opens on January 2, 1989 and closes on January 20, 1389.

3.11. Snow Goose and Blus Goose Saascns.
3.11.1. Zone i1 Snow Goesz and Blue Goose Season.

3.11.1.a. The first segment of thils seascon
opens on October 1, 1988 and cleses on October 15, 19288,

3.11.1.b. The second segment of this season
opens on November 28, 1888 and closes on January 20, 1889.

3.11.2. Zone 2 Sncocw Geoose and Blue Goose Season.

32.11.2.a. The first segment of . this season
opens on Cctober 1, 1288 and closes con November 19, 1988.

3.1172.b. The second segment cof this season
cpens on January 2, 1989 and closes on January 20, 1989,

32.12. 'Brant Seasons.

3.12.1. Zone 1 Brant Season. =-- This sesason opens
on December 17, 1988 and closes on January 7, 1989.

3.12.2. Zone 2 Brant Season. ——- This seascn opens
on Octobex 29, 1288 and closes on November 1%, 1988.

3.13. Swan Season. -- There is ne open season for
swans,

§47-12-4. BShooting Hours.
4.1. Mourning Doves.

4.1,1, Shooting hours in the first segment ¢f the
mourning dove season are from noon until sunset.

4.1.2. Shooting hours in the seccond segment of the
mourning dJdove season are from thirty (30) minutes bkefore
sunrise until sunset.

4.2. Sora and Virginia Rails. =- Sheocting hours are
from thirty (30) minutes before sunrise until sunset.

4.3. Wecodcock. —- Shooting hours are from thirty (30)
minutes before sunrise until sunset.

4.4. Commen Snipe. —— Shooting hours are from thirty
(30) minutes before sunrise until sunset.
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4.5. Ducks (including pintails). =-- Shcoting hours are
from sunrise until sunset. -

4.6, Mergansers., -- Shooting hours are frcm sunrise
until sunset.

4.7. Coots. =- Shooting hours are from thirty (30)
minutes befcore sunrise until sunset.

4.8, Gallinules. == Sheooting hours are from thirty (30)
minutes before sunrise until sunset.

4.9. Canada Gesse. =-- Shooting hours are from sunrise
until sunset.

4.10. Snow Geese and Blue Geese. -- Shceoting hours ars
from sunrise until sunset.

4.11. . Brant. =-— Shooting hours are from sunrise until
sunset.

§47-12-5, Bag and Pessession Limits.

5.1. Meurning Doves. == The bag limit is twelve (12)
doves per day. The possession limit is twenty-four (24)
doves.

5.2. Scra and Virginia Rails. =- The bag 1limit is

twenty-five (25) rails in aggregate per day. The possession
limit is twenty-five (25) rails in aggregate.

5.3. Woodcock. == The bag limit is thres (3) woodcock
per day. The possession limit is six (6) woedcock.

5.4. Commen Snipe. == The bag limit is eight (8) snipe
per day. The pessession limit is sixteen (16) snipe.

5.5. Ducks {(including pintails). -- The bag limit is
three (3) ducks in aggregate per day, as specified in
Secticn 5.5.1 of these regulations. The possession limit is
six (6) ducks in aggregate, as specified in Section 5.5.2 of
these regulations.

5.5.1. The daily bag limit of three (3) ducks in
aggregate may include:

5.5.1.a. Only one (1) bilack duck;

5.5.1.b. Only one (1) hen mallard;
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5.5.1.c. Only one (1) pintail during the
first segment of the pintail seasons (Octoker 8, 1588
through Octoker 14, 1988);

5.5.1.4. No more than two (2) drake pintails
during +the second segment of the Zone 1 pintail season
(January 2, 198% through January 7, 1989);

5.5.1.e. No mere than two (2) drake pintails
during the second segment of the Zone 2 pintail season
(Noverber 14, 1988 through Neovembker 1%, 19288);

5.5.1.f. No more than two (2) redheads; and
5.5.1.¢g. Nc more than two (2) wood ducks.

5.5.2. The possession limit of six (6) ducks in
aggregate may include:

5.5.2.8. No more than two (2) black ducks;
5.5.2.b. No more than two (2) hen mallards;

5.5.2.c. No more than two (2) pintails during
the first segment of the pintail seasons (Octcker 8, 1988
through Cctober 14, 1988) ;¢

5.5.2.d4. No more than four {4) drake pintails
during the second segment of the Zcne 1 pintail season
(January 2, 19282 thrcocugh January 7, 1888);

5.5.2.e. No mcre than four (4) drake pintails
during the second segment o¢f +the Zone 2 pintail season
(Novemker 14, 1988 through November 18, 1%88);

5.5.2.f. .No mere than four (4) redheads; and
§.5.2.9. No mere than four (4) wood ducks.

5.6, Mergansers. -- The bag limit is five (5}
mergansers 1n aggregate per dav, as specified in Section
5.6.1 of these regulations. The possession limit 1s ten
(10) mergansers in aggregate, as specified in Section 5.6.2
of these regulations.

5.6.1. The daily bag limit of five (5) mergansers
in aggregate may include only one (1) hooded merganser.

5.6.2. The possessicn limit of ten (10) mergansers
in aggregate may include no more than +twe (2) hooded
mergansers.
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5.7. Coots. -—- The bkag limit is f£ifteen (15) cocots per
day. The possession limit is thirty (30) coots.

5.8, Gallinules. -- The bag limit is fifteen {15)
gallinules per day. The possession limit is thirty (30)
gallinules.

5.2. Canada Geese. -- The bag limit is three (3) Canada

geese per day. The possession limit 1is six (6) Canada
geese, - :

5.10. Snow Geese and Blue Geese. -- The bag 1limit is
four {4) snow and blue gesese in aggregate per day. The
possession limit is eight ({8) snow and blue geese in
aggregate.

5.11. Brant. =-- The bag limit is two (2) brant per day.
The possession limit is four (4) brant.

§47=-12=-6. Federal Regulations.

6.1. The purpose of Section 6 of these regulaticons 1is
to recapitulate federal regulations that are found in 50
C.F.R. Part 20 concerning the taking, possessicon, shipping,
transporting, and storing of migratory game birds.

6.2. Illegal Methods of Taking Migratory Game Birds.

§.2.1. XNo perscn may take migratory game birds
with a trap, snare, net, crosshow, rifle, pistol, swivel
gun, shotcun larger than 10-gauge, punt gun, battery gun,
machine gun, fishhook, poisecn, drug, explosive, or
stupefying substance.

£.2.2. No person may take mnigrateory game birds
with a shotgun capable of holding more than three shells,
unless it is plugged with &a one-piece filler which is
incapable of removal without disassembling the gun.

6.2.3. No person may take migratorvy game birds
from a sink box (a low floating device having a depression
afferding the hunter a means of concealment beneath the
surface of the water).

6.2.4. Nc person may take migratory game birds
from or with the aid or use of a motor vehicle, motor-driven
land conveyance, or aircraft of any kind, except as provided
in Section 6.2.4.a of these regulations.

6.2.4.a. Paraplegics and persons missging one
or both legs may take migratory game birds from any




12BIRD19E88

stationary motor vehicle or staticnary motor-driven land
conveyance. -

6.2.5. No person may ‘take migratory game birds
frem or by means of any motorboat or sailboat unless the
moter has been ccompletely shut off or the saill furled and
progress therefreom has ceased,

6.2.6. No perscn may take migratory game birds by
the use or aid of live birds as decoys.

6.2.6.a. All live, tame, or captive ducks and
geese must have been remcved from the hunt area for a period
of ten (10} consecutive days prior to hunting and confined
within an enclosure which substantially reduceas the
audibility of their c¢alls and totally conceals such tame
birds from the sight of migratory waterfowl.

6.2.7. No person may take migrateory game birds by
the use of records or tapes of migratery kird calls or
sounds, or recorded or electrically-amplified imitations of
bird calls.

6.2.8, No person may take migratcry game birds by
concentrating, driving, rallving, or chasing such birds with
any motorized land, water, or alr conveyance or any
sallbecat. '

§.2.92. N¢ person may take migratory game birds by
the aid of baiting, or on or over any bhaited area. Hunters
should be aware that a baited area 1s considered to be
baited for ten {(10) days after the removal of the bait, and
it i1s not necessary for the hunter to know an area is baited
tc be in viclation cof federal regulations and Section 6.2 of .
these regulations.

6.3. C(Closed Season. -- No person mnmay take migratory
game birds during the closed season.

6.4, Shocting or Hawking Hours. —--— No person may take
migratory game birds except during the hours open to
shooting or hawking as prescribed in these regulations.

§.5. 'Daily Bag Limit. =- Ne¢ person may take mocre than
the daily bag limit of any migratory game bird.

6.5. Field Possesgion Limit. -- No person may possess
more than the daily bkag limit of any migratory game bird
while in the field or while returning from the field to
cne’s car, hunting camp, home, or other place,.

10
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6.7. Wanteon Waste. -- all nmigratory game birds killed
or crippled must be retrieved if possible and retained in
the custody of the hunter in the field.

€.8. Tagging. -- No person may give, put, or leave
migrateory game birds at any place, or in the custody of
another person, unless the birds are tagged by the hunter
with the following information:

6.8.1. The hunter’s signature:
6.8.2. The hunter’s address;

6.8.3. The total number of birds inveolved, by
speclies;: and

6.8.4. The date(s) such kirds wers killed.

6£.2. Custody cf Birds of Another. -- No person may
receive or have in his custody mnigratory game birds
belenging to another person unless such birds are properly
tagged. :

€.10. Possessicn of Live Birds. —- No person may at any
time, or by any means, possess or transport live migratory
game birds taken under 50 C¢.F.R. Part 20 or under these
regulations. Wounded birds reduced to possession must be
immediately killed and included in the daily bag limit.

6.11. Field Dressing. =-- No perscn may completely field
dress migratory game birds, except doves and band-tailed
vigeons, and then transport the birds from the fieid. The
head or cne fully-feathered wing must remain attached to all
such birds while being transported from the field to one’s
home or to a migratory bird preservaticn facility, as
defined in 30 C.F.R. §20.11.

6.12. Shipment. -- No person nay ship mnmigratory game
birds unless the package is marked on the outside with the
following information:

6.12.1. The name and address of the person sending
the birds;:

€.12.2.. The name and address of the person to whom
the kirds are being sent; and

6.12.3. The number of birds, by species, contained
in the package.

11
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6.13. TImportatien. =- For information regarding the
importation of migratory birds killed in ancther country,
hunters should consult 50 C.F.R. §§20.61 threcugh 20.66. One
(1) fully-feathered wing must remain attached to all
migratory game birds being transported between the port of
entry and one‘s home cr to a migratecry bilrd preservation
facility, as defined in 50 C.F.R. §20.11. No person may
import migratory game birds killed in any foreign country,
except Canada, unless such birds are dressed (except as
required in 50 C.F.R. §20.63), drawn, and the head and feet
removed. No perscn may import migratory gams bkirds
belenging to ancther perscn.

6.14. Federal Migrateory Bird Hunting and Conservation

Stamp. —— Each waterfowl hunter sixteen (16) vears c¢f age
and over must carry on his person a valid federal Migratory
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp (i.e., a “duck stamp”)

signed in ink across the face. This stamp is not needed in
order +to hunt coots, doves, gallinules, rails, snipe, or
woodcocock.

6.15, Dual Viclation. -- Viclation of state migratory
bird regulations ({i.e., these regulaticns) is alsec a
violation of federal regulations.

§47=-12-7. MeClintic Publie Hunting and Fishing Area.

7.1. The provisions of Sections 3 through & ¢f these
regulations are 1in effect at the McClintic Pubklic Hunting
and Fishing Area, except as provided in Sections 7.2 through
7.4 of these regulations.

7.2. Waterfowl hunting is prechibited on Ponds #£12 and

7.3. Seasons for Canada geese, snow geese, and blue
geese in the McClintic Public Hunting and Fishing Area are
closed until Cctober &, 1988.

7.4. The Controlled Waterfowl Hunting Area.

7.4.1., The contrclled waterfowl hunting area is
marked Dby signs and includes Ponds #3, #6, #7, #38, #9, #11,
#17, =18, #19, #38, #39, and #40.

7.4.2. Hunting in the controlled area is
restricted to waterfowl hunting from state-controlled
blinds. ©Only waterfowl may be taken in the controlled area
during the periodéﬁommencing on Qctober 8, 1988 and ending
on October 15, 1985 even if other hunting seasocns run

concurrently. ]

iz
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7.4.3. Shooting hours in the controlied area are
from sunrise until noon.

7.4.4. Waterfowl hunting in the controlled area is
by permit only.

7.4.4.a. Applications for controlled area
hunting permits mnust be received at the DNR Pocint Pleasant
Office, Rcocute 1, Box 484, Point Pleasant, West Virginia
2555C, prior to September 12, 1988.

7.4.4.b. Letters of notification granting
controlled area hunting permits will be sent to successful
applicants.

7.4.4.¢c. Controlled area hunting permits are
nct transferable.

7.4.5. Hunters with valid controlled area hunting
permits must report to the McClintic PHFA Office pricr to
six c’clock antemeridian (£:00 a.m.) on the morning of the
hunt. Fallure td report by that time forfeits the hunter’s
reservation and the reserved blind will then be filled on a
first-come, first-served basis.

7.4.6. Hunters in the controlled area are
restricted to fifteen (15) shells per hunter per day per
hunt and must have a wvalid controlled hunting permit in
possessicn while hunting in the controlled area.

7.4.7. Guns must be cased and unlcaded except when
in the blind area. ' C

7.4.8. Alccholic keverages are prchiblted in the
blind area.

7.4.9. Dogs must be on a leash except when in the
blind area.

7.4.10. Hunters may not travel more than seventy-
five (73) yards frem the bklind in the pursuit of cripples.

7.4.11., Hunters must check out at the McClintic
PHFA 0Office, preséent the day’s bag for inspection, and
return their controlled area hunting permits pricr to one
o’clock postmeridian (2:00 p.m.) on the day of the hunt.

7.4.12. Hunters in the contrelled area who violate
the provisions of these regulations or conduct themselves in
an unspertsmanlike manner at the McClintic Public Eunting
and Fishing Area will not receive any further permits.

13
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FROM: RICH O, HARTMAN, DIR. ADMIN. LAW DIV.

DATE: &714,/"7 7 :

THE ATTACHED RULE(S) RECENTLY FILED BY YOUR AGENCY HAVE
PLEASE REVIEW AND PROOF

BEEN ENTERED INTQ THE CCHMPUTER. PL
AND RETURN WITH ANY CORRECTICNS. IF THERE ARE NO CORRECTIONS
PLEASE SIGN THIS MEMO AND RETURN TO THIS OFFICE. YOU WILL
BE SENT A FINAL VERSION OF YOUR RULE(S) FOR YOUR RECORDS.

help wecanget)

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED RULE OR TEIS FORM
WITHIN TEN (10) WORKING DAYS OF THE DATE YOU RECEIVED
THIS REQUEST. CALL IF YQU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

j:?w-/fj /2

THE ATTACHED RULE({S) EAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND
ARE CORRECT.

SIGHED:

TITLE OF PERSCN SIGNING:

DATE:

L/Téﬁ ATTACHED RULE(S) HAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND
NEEDS COHERECTED. THESE CORRECTIONS HAVE BEEN

MARKED. . - P
SIGNED: d@//é%ﬁ%w.aﬁ% | _
TITLE OF PEEgsgN}S'IGéING: /u/Jégn gﬂg%j_c, /47%@%%%‘
patE: | DA vben 5 (/725 /) |
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