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TITLE 47

LEGISLATIVE RULES ol o, By 3
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESQURCES o
i J'I'\'_"
SERIES 12 TSTATE
MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING REGULATIONS
§47=-12=1. General.
1.1. 8Scope and Purpose. -- These regulations estabklish

the open seasons and the bag, size, age, welight, and sex
limits with respect to the huntlng of migratory game birds
in West Virginia.

1.2. Authority. -- West Virginia Code §§20-1-7(30) and
20=-1=-17(7).

1.3. Filing Date. == August 18, 1%8¢9.

l.4. Effective Date. -- September 1, 138S.

1.5. Repeal of Former Rule. —-- This rule repeals .and

replaces 47 C.S.R. 12 “Migratory Bird Hunting Regulaticns”
filed August 31, 1988 and effective September 1, 1988.

1.6. Seasons in General. =-- All seascns are subject to
change under the provisions of W. Va. Code §20-1-7(7).
Opening and closing dates are inclusive and time pericds are
prevailing time unless otherwise noted in these regulations.
Sunday hunting is illegal.

§47=-12-2. Definitions.

2.1. “"Aggregate” means the total bag or possession
limit of similar kinds of migratory game birds.

2.2, ”Bait#” means shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn,
wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

2.3. 7Baited Area” means any area where baiting occurs.

2.4. ”Balting” means the direct or indirect placing,
exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering of bait so
as to constitute for migratory game birds a lure,
attraction, or enticement to, on, or cver any areas where
hunters are attempting teo take then.

2.5, ¥”Blind Area” means the area within seventy-five
(75) yards of the hunter’s assigned blind.




2.6. “Migratory Game Birds” means doves, rails, snipe,
and woodcock for which open seasons are prescribked in
Section 4 of these regulations.

2.7. fParaplegic” means an individual afflicted with
paralysis of the lower half of the body with inveolvement of
both legs, usually due to disease of or injury toc the spinal
cerd. —

2.8. “Permanently Disabled in the Lower Extremities”
means an individual who 1s a paraplegic, who is missing both
legs, or who has a disability affecting both legs which
reguires permanent use of a wheelchair or crutches.

2.9. ¥"Prevailing Time” means elther Eastern Standard
Time or Eastern Daylight Time as established by the United.
States Congress.

§47~12=-3. General Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

2.1. Dual Vicolation. Violation of any provmslon of
these regulations is also a violation of federal migratory
bird hunting regulations under 50 C.F.R. Part 20, Subpart H.

3.2. Illegal Methods cf Taking Migratory Game Birds.

3.2.1. No person may take migratory game birds
with a trap, snare, net, crossbow, rifle, pistol, swivel
gun, shetgun larger than 10- -gauge, punt gun, battery gun,
machine gun, fishhook, poison, drug, explesive, or
stupefyving substance. _ ..

3.2.2. No person may take migratory oame birds
with a shotgun capable of helding more than three shells,
unless it is plugged with a one-piece filler which is
incapable of removal without disassembling the gun.

3.2.3. No person may take migratecry game birds
from a sink box (i.e., a low floating device having a
depression affording the hunter a means of concealment
peneath the surface of the water).

3.2.4. No person may take migratory game birds
from -or with the aid or use of a motor vehicle, other land
conveyance, or an aircraft of any kind, except as provided
in Section 3.2.4.a of these regulatlons.

3.2.4.a. A person who is permanently disabled
in the lower extremities and who helds a valid Class Q
special resident hunting permit may take migratory game
birds from a staticnary motor vehicle provided that he is




the only occupant of that vehicle, that the engine of the
vehicle 1s not operating, and that the vehicle is not parked
on the right-of-way of any public rocad or highway.

2.2.8. No perscn may take migratory game birds
from cor by means of any motcrboat or sailboat unlessz the
motor has been completely shut off or the sail furled and
progress therefrom has ceased.

3.2.6. No perscn may take migratory game birds by
the use or aid of live birds as decoys.

3.2.7. No person may take migratory game birds by
the use of recerds or tapes of bird calls or sounds, or
reccrded or electrically-amplified imitations of bird calls.

3.2.8. Nc perscn may take migratory game birds by
concentrating, driving, rallying, or chasing such birds with
any motorized 1land, water, or alr cénveyvance cor any
sailboat.

3.2.9. No person may take migratory game birds by
the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited area. Hunters
should ke aware that a baited area is considered to be
baited for ten (1C¢) days after the removal of the balt, and
it is not necessary for the hunter to know an area is balted
toc ke in viclation of federal regulations and Section 3.2 of
these regulations.

3.3. Closed seascn. No perseon may take migratory game
birds during the closed seasocn.

3.4. Shooting or Hawking Hours. No perscn may take
migratory game birds except durlng the hours c¢pen to
shocting or hawking as prescribed in these regulations.

3.5. Daily Bag Limit. No person may take more than the
daily bag limit of any migratory game bird.

3.6. Field Possession Limit. ~No person may possess
more than the daily bag limit of any migratory game bird
while in the field or while returning from the field teo
one’s car, hunting camp, home, or cther place.

3.7. Wanton Waste. All migratory game birds killed or
crippled must be retrieved if possible and retained in the
custody of the hunter in the field.

) 3.8. Tagging. No . person may give, put, or leave
migratory game birds at any bplace, or in the custody of




another person, unless the birds are tagged by the hunter
with the following information:

3.8.1. The hunter’s signature:;
2.8.2. The hunter’s address;

3.8.3. The total number of bkirds involved, by
species; and : : o

3.8.4. The date on which each bird was killed.

3.2. Custody of Birds of Another. No person may
receive or have in his custedy migratery game birds
belonging to another person unless such birds are properly
tagged. -

3.10. Possession of Live Birds. No person may at any
time, or by any means, possess or transport live migratory
game birds taken under 50 C.F.R. Part 20 or under these
regulations. Wounded birds reduced to possession must be
immediately killed and included in the daily bag limit.

3.11., Field Dressing. No perscn may completely fileld
dress migratory game birds, except doves and band-tailed
rigecns, and then transport the birds from the field, The
head or one fully-feathered wing must remain attached to all
such birds while being transported from the field tc one’s
home or to a migratory bird preservation facility, as
defined in 50 C.F.R. §20.11.

3.12. Shipment. No person may ship migratory game
birds unless the package is marked on the outside with the
following information:

3.12.1. The name and address of the person sending
the birds:

3.12.2. The name and address of the person to whom
the birds are being sent; and

3.12.3. The number of birds, by species, contained
in the package.

3.13, Importation. For information regarding the
importation of migratory game birds killed in another
ceuntry, hunters should consult 5C C.F.R. §§20.61 throuch
20.66. One (1) fully-feathered wing must remain attached to
all migratory game birds being transported between the port
of entry and one’s home or to a migratory bird preservation
facility, as defined in 50 C.F.R. §20.11. No perscn may




import migratory game birds Xkilled in any foreign country,
except Canada, unless such birds are dressed (except as
reguired in 50 C.F.R. §20.63), drawn, and the head and feet

removed.,  No person may import migratery game birds
belonging to another persocon.

§47=12=4. Open Seasons.
4,.1. Mourning Dove Season.

£4.1.1. The first segment cf this season opens on
September 1, 1989 and clcses on Cctober 14, 1989.

4.1.2. The second segment of this season copens on
December 19, 1989 and closes on January 13, 1880.

4.2, Rail Season (Sd6ra and Virginia Rails).

4.2.1. This season opens on September 1, 198% and
closes on November 92, 1289.

4.2.2. There is no open season for king rails or
clapper rails.

4.3. Common Snipe Season.

4.3.1. This season opens on September 1, 1989 and
closes on December 16, 1989.

4.4, Wecedcock Season.

4.4.1. This season opens on October 14, 1982 and
closes on November 27, 1989.

§47-12-5. Shooting Hours.
5.1. Mourning Doves.

5.1.1. Shecoting hours in the first segment cf the
mourning dove season are .from thirty (30) minutes before
sunrise until sunset except on opening day when shooting
hours are from noon until sunset.

5.1.2. Shooting hours in the second segment of the
mourning dove season are from thirty (30) minutes before
sunrise until sunset. :

5.2, Sora and Virginia Rails.

5.2.1. Shooting hours are from thirty (30) minutes
before sunrise until sunset.




5.3. Common Snipe.

5.3.1. Shooting hours are from thirty (30) minutes
before sunrise until sunset.

5.4, Wocdcock.

5.4.1. Shooting hours are from thirty (30) minutes
before sunrise until sunset.

§47-12=-6. Bag and Possession Limits.
6.1. Mourning Doves.
6.1.,1. The bag limit is twelve (12) doves per day.

6.1.2. The possession limit is twenty-four (24)
doves. .

6.2. Sora and Virginia Rails.

6.2.1. The bag limit is twenty-five (25) rails in
aggregate per day.

6.2.2. The possessicn limit is twenty-five (25)
rails in aggregate. -

6.3. Common Snipe.
6.3.1. The bag limit is eight (8) snipe per day.
§.3.2. The possession limit is sixteen (16) snipe.
6.4. Woodcock.

6.4.1. The bag limit is three (3) woodcock per

6.4.2. The possession limit is six (8) woodcock.
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