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TITLE 47
LEGISLATIVE RULES
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SERIES 11 TR
HUNTING AND TRAPFING REGULATIONS web
§47-11=1. General.
1.1. Scope and Purpose. —-- These regulations establish
the open seasons and the bag, size, age, weight, and sex

limits with respect to the hunting and trapping of wildlife
in this State. . :

1.2. Authority. -- West Virginia Code §§20-1-7(30) and
20-1-17(7).

1.3. Filing Date. =-- Cctcber 24, 1988.

l.4. Effective Date. -- Octoker 31, 1988,

f+5v--Reépiacenent-of-Former--Rulter----These--weguiations
reprace--47--CrS5cRy-~~3t-—~4Hunting-and-Frapping-Reguliationss

that-wera-£filed-en-Dacember-25--158F—and-beaama-affactiva—an
Mareh=-2+=-255858+

Rule. -~ These resgulations
MHunting and Trapping Regulations”

1l.5. .Replacement of Fermer
replace 47 C.S5.R. 11

that were filed on August 9, 1988 and bLecame effective on
September 1, 1988. - —

1.5. Seasons in General. =-- All seasons, unless
otherwise noted, are statewide and subject to change under
the provisions of W. Va. Code §20-1-7(7). Opening and

closing dates are inclusive and time periods are prevailing
time unless noted otherwise in these regulations. Should an
opening date fall on a Sunday, the season will open on the
following Monday. If the last day of a season falls on a
Sunday, the season will close on the preceding Saturday.

1.7. Migratory Game BRirds. -- Regulations

concerning
the hunting of migratory game birds appear in 47

C.S.R. 12.
§47-11-2. Definitions.

2.1. "Aggregate” means the total bag or
limit of similar kinds of game animals or game

example, the possession limit for squirrels is
(24) after the third day of the open season.

possession
birds. For
twenty-four
This could be
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ten (10) gray sguirrels and fourteen (14) fox sguirrels, or
fourteen (14) gray squirrels and ten (10) fox sguirrels, or
any combination of twenty-four (24) squirrels, but not more
than a total of six (6) per day nor more than a total of
twenty-four (24) in possession.

2.2. .”Bait” means shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn,
wheat or other grain, or any other feed or edible
enticement. but-dees-mek-inelunde-secent-tures

2.3. 7Baiting” means the direct or indirect placing,
exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering of bait s=o
as to constitute for wildlife a lure, attraction, or
enticement to or on any areas where hunters are attempting
tc take themn.

2.4. "Big Game” means the following game animals and
game birds: black bear, white-tailed deer, wild boar, and
wild turkey. _

2.5. “Cub Bear” means a bear less than c¢ne year old and
is identified by its having upper canine teeth of less than
five-eights (5/8) inch in length when measured from the gum.

2.6, "Legal Small Game Hunting Season” means the reriocd
commencing on the Saturday priocr to the Saturday nearest to
October 15 and ending on the last day in February of the
following year. -

2.7. P"Possession Limit” means game taken in this State
which 1s in any way under the control of the hunter {i.e.,
the total of 2ll game in a vehicle, home freezer, commercial
food locker, or other storage place).

2.8. #“Prevailing Time” means either Zastern Standard
Time of Eastern Daylight Time as established by the United
States Congress.

2.9. "“Protected” means no open season (i.e., hunting
protected wildlife is illegal at all times).

2.9.1. Protected mammals include: elk, mountain
lion, and ctter.

2.2.2. Protected birds include: eagles, falcons,
hawks, insectivorous birds, owls, and song birds.

2.10. All other terms shall have the meaning prescribed
in W. Va. Code §20-1-2.
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§47-11-~3. General Hunting Rules.

3.1. Hunting is prohibited in State parks and gane
refuges, in safety zones in State forests, and in safety
zones in State public hunting and fishing areas.

3.1.1. Federal regulations prohikit hunting in
Harpers Ferry Natiocnal Historical Park.

3.2. Except as provided in Section 3.2.1 of thesze
regulaticns, it is illegal to dig out, cut out, smoke out,
or in any manner take or attempt to take any wild animal or
wild bird from its den or place of refuge.

3.2.1. Woodchucks may be controclled by such means
oen private land by the landowner, his resident children or
resident parents, or a bona fide resident tenant.

3.2. Except as provided in Sections 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 of
these regulations, 1t is illegal to use pcisons, chemicals,
or explosives in taking any furbearing animal, game animal,
game bird, protected bird, or protected mammal.

3.3.1. Woeodchucks may be controlled by such means
on private land by the landowner, his resident children or
resident parents, cr a beona fide resident tenant during the
period commencing on April 1 and ending on September 30.

3.3.2. Reédwing klackbirds, grackles, pigeons, and
sparrows may ke controlled by chemicals registered with the
West Virginia Department of Agriculture and +the United
States Envirconmental Protection Agency when prescribed and
authorized by the director in writing. Authorized users
must fcllow avicide label instructions and take all possible
precautions in order to protect nontarget species of
wildlife. - : —- -

3.4. It is illegal to hunt for, take, kill, wound, or
shoot at wild animals or wild birds from an airplane or
other airborne convevance, from a motor vehicle or other
land conveéyance, or from a motor-driven water conveyance,
unless specifically authorized to do so under the provisions
of these regulations or under 47 C.S.R. 12.

2.5. It is illegal to hunt, catch, take, kill, injure,
Oor pursue a wild animal or wild bird by means of faiconry or
hawking. :

3.6. It is illegal to catch, capture, take, or Xill by
seine, net, bait, trap, deadfall, snare, or like device of
any kind any bear, grouse, nigratory bird, rheasant,
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protected bkird, protected mammal, guail, wild boar, or wild
turkey.

3.6.1. Wo person may take these game species by
the aid of kaiting. An area is considered to ke baited for
ten (10) days after the removal of the bait.

3.7. A lcng bow or compound bow may be substituted for
a firearm during any season for which firearms are legal
except during the muzzle-loading rifle deer seascn.

3.8. Each person killing a bear, deer, wild becar, or
wild turkey found in a wild state must immediately after
remeving its entrails, but in any event within one hour and
befcre transporting or removing the carcass in any manner
from where it was killed, complete and attach a game tag.
The tag must bear, in plain English, the name and address of
the hunter, the date and county where the game was killed,
and, unless he 1is Ilegally exempted from the licensing
reguirements of this State, the license number of the
hunter, ]

3.9. No person under the age of fifteen (15) years may
hunt or chase wild animals or wild birds on the lands of
ancther unless he is accompanied by a licensed adult who
remains in a position near enough to him to render advice
and assistance. E

§47=11-4, Deer Hunting Seasons.

4.1. Bucks~0Only Deer Season. =-- This seascn runs for
thirteen (13) consecutive days commencing on the first
Monday preceding Thanksgiving.

4visiv—-FThere-is-a-bucks-enivy-deer—-geaser--in——the
fei%ew&ng——eean%ieSL-—-Barbeur-——Berke%ey—--Beene---Braxten-
Breeke-—eabez&——eaihean-—e&ayT-Beddridge—-—Fayette——-etimer-
eran%---Greenbrier---Hampshire---H&neeek—--Haréy r=~Harwisen,
aaeksen——-Eeffersen—--Kanawha———-Eew&s---—anee}n—-——Harten-
Marshaii-—--ﬁasen————Hereer-——therai—--Henenga}ia-——Henree~
Hergan——Hieheias-—ehie——-Pené%eten—-—P&easants—--?eeahenéas-
Pres%en-—P&tnam--Ra}eigh——Ran&o}ph-—Ritehte—-Reane--Summers—
anier--?ueker——?yier—-gpshur-—Wayne—-WebsEex——Wetze%——ﬁ&r%-
and-Weed~s

g7iv2r-~FThere-is-ne-kuckas-enty-deer~seasepn——in--khe
fotreowing- eeanttes*-—&egan—~ueseweii—uHinge——and—Wyentng—

. 4.1.1. The bucks-only deer seascn is open in all
cocunties of the . State except the following: Logan,
McDowell, M;ngo, and_Wyoming.
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4.2, Antlerless Deer Season. —-- This season opens after
the cilose of the rucks-only deer seazson and runs for the
number of days designated by the Natural Rescurces
Cenmission and pubklished annually by the director.

4.2.1. The antlerless deer season is open in those
counties, or porticns thereof, dJdesignated by the Natural
Resources Commission and puklished annually by the director.

4.3. Archery Deer Season. —- This season opens on the
Saturday nearest to October 15 and clcses on December 31.
Deer of either sex may be hunted statewide with a bow,
except that only bucks may be hunted statewide with a bow
during the bucks-only deer season.

4.4. Muzzle-Ioading Rifle Deer Season. -- This season
opens on tThe Saturday fcllewing the last day of the
antlerless deér season.

§47-11-5. Deer Hunting Rules.

5.1. No perscn may legally take more than five (5) deer
per calendar year, unless he holds a valid permit +tc kill
deer causing crop damage as provided under 47 C.S.R. 15A and
15B.

5.1.1. Deer taken during the open seasons
established in Section 4 of these regulations may be a
combination of the following:

5.1.1l.a. One deer by bow during the archery
season;

5.1.1.b. Cne antlered deer by either bow or
firearm during the bucks-only season;

‘ 5.1.1.c. One antlerless deer by either bow or
firearm during the antlerless season;

5.1.1.d. One antlered deer by kow on a Class
R or Class RR.license during the archery season;

) 5.1.1.2. One antlered deer by either bow or
firearm on a Class R or Class RR license during the bucks-
only season;

5.1.1.£. One deer by nmuzzle-lcading rifle, if
not more than one deer has been taken prior to the muzzle-
loading rifle seascn.
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5.2. After & person has killed a deer during any of the
cpen seasons established in Section 4 of these regulations,
he may not participate further in deer hunting (e.g.,
driving deer) with a bow or a firearm in his possession for
the remainder of the day of the kill. A person may pursue
his second legal deer, in accordance with the provisions of
Section 5.1 of these regulations, on any following day which
falls within an open deer season, provided the first deer
has been legally checked with a conservation officer or an
official dgame checking staticon.

5.3. Only deer having at least one antler over three
(3) inches in length, as measured from the hairline, may be
legally taken during the bucks-only deer season.

5.4. No deer with an antler over three (3) inches in
length, as measured from the hairline, may be legally taken
during the antlerless deer season.

5.5. No¢ person may hunt deer with a shotgun using
ammunition lcaded with more than one solid ball nor with any
rifle of 1less than twenty-five (.25) caliber using rimfire
ammunition.

5.6. HNo person may hunt deer between thirty (30)
minutes after sunset and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise
on the following day.

5.7. No person may kKill or wouhd a deer while the deer
is in any stream, lake, or pond.

5.8, Any person who hunts deer on public lands or on
the lands of another during the bucks-only, antlerless, and
muzzle-loading rifle deer seasons mnust wear a daylight
fluorescent orange cuter garment over at least four hundred
{400) sguare inches of his person.

§47-11-6. Hunting Other Species During Daer Eunting
Seasons.

5.1. The hunting of small game is permitted beginning
on the fourth day after the opening date of the bucks-only
deer season. During this period, a hunter may carry slugs
and Number 4 or smaller shot with a shotgun prior to killing
a deer.

6.2. In these counties, or portions thereof, open to
antlerless deer hunting, the hunting of bear or small game
is permitted during the antlerless deer season provided that
ne hunter, except those having a valid Class N license or
those legally participating in bear hunting, may be afield
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with any firearm with so0lid ball ammunition or shells
containing larger +than Number 4 shot or, if using a
combination rifle-shotgun, with rifle ammunition in his
rossession. During this period, a hunter may carry slugs
and Number 4 or smaller shot wzth a shotgun prior to killing
a deer. :

6.32. The hunting of all game species for which a legal
hunting season is then open is permltted during the muzzle-
lcading rifle deer sedsSoh. B

6.4, After killing a deer during any of +the open
seasons established 1in Section 4 of these regulations, a
hunter may not be afield for the remainder c¢f the day of the
kill with a firearm with solid ball ammuniticn or, 1f using
a . combination rifle-shotgun, he may not have rifle
ammunition in his possession unless he is legally
participating in bear hunting.

6.5. It is illegal to hunt small game during the bucks-
only deer  season with any centerfire rifle, with any rifle
¢f larger than Itwenty-two (.22) c¢aliber using rimfire
ammunition, or with a shotgun using solid ball ammunition in
ceounties not open to bucks-only deer hunting.

§47-11-7. Muzzle-Loading Rifle Deer Hunting Rules.

7.1. Deer c¢f either sex may be taken during the muzzle-
loading rifle deer season in counties, or portions thereof,
open for the taking of antlerless deer,

7.2, ©Only antlered deer may ke taken in counties having
a bucks-only deer season.

7.2. Only single shot muzzle-loading rifles with Iiron
sights and a minimum caliber of .44 may be used during the
muzzle-lcading rifle deer seascn.

7.3.1. A single shot weapon that has been
converted to a muzzle-loading rifle by use of a plug may not
ke used.

7.3.2. Double-barreled or swivel-barreled muzzle-—
loading rifles may nct be ussad.

7.3.32. Telescopic sights may not be used.
7.4. When being transported in or on a vehicle, a

muzzle-loading rifle will be considered to be unlcaded when
uncapped or when the priming charge is removed from the pan.
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7.8. ©No person may use a bow to hunt deer during the
muzzle-loading rifle deer season except in those counties,
cor portions therecf, closed to mnuzzle-loading rifle deer
hunting. _ e

§47-11-8. Class N Special Deer Hunting License.

Srir~—CAry-West-Virginia-wesidenkts-holding-a-valid-ciass
Ar--gzass--ABy-—er-Ciass-Q-hunting-ticense;-or-thesa-legaliy
exenpt-from-chtaining-a--ticense--or-—-permit-~—to--hunet--—are
etigible-to-purechase-a-Elass-N-Licenser

82+ 8.1. No person may actively participate in the
hunting of antlerless deer (e.g., driving deer) unless that
person has a Class N license or 1is ctherwise exempt from
having a Class N license.

8x3v——No-persen-may-use-a-bew-to-hunt--deer--durineg-—the
artteriess--deer--seaseh-—in--those-~countieas——or--poreions
thexeof;-that-are-open-teo--antleriess--deer-—-hunting--umless
that--persen--has--a--Etass-N-~license-er-is-ethervise-exemp:
freom-Baving-a-Siagss-N-ticenaa-

8.2. Noc person may use a bow to hunt antlered or
antleriess deer during the antlerless deer Season in those
counties, or portions thereof, that are designated by the
Natural Rescurces Commission and published annually by the
director unless thait person has a Class N license or is
otherwise exempt from having a Class N license,

8+4= 8.3. The director will publish annually a list of
those counties in which a limited number of Class N licenses
will be issued. :

85+ 8.4. Applications for a Class N license fo hunt in

a county 1in which a limited number of Class N licenses are
issued must:

8+5+%+ 8.4.1. Be on the form prescribed by the
directer. . Only ocne application may be submitted per
individual; receipt of more than one application per
individual will void all applicaticns for that individual.

8=5-2= 8.4.2. Be filled out completely and signed;
incomplete applications will be voided.

€+5+3+ 8.4.3. Be received at the Department of
Natural Resources Operations Center in Elkins, West
Virginia, by ne later than June 30 of vear for which
individual 1is applying. Applications submitted by mail and
postmarked cn or before June 30th will ke accepted.
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86+ 8.5, . Class N licenses are nontransferable.

8%+ 8.6. Bena fide resident landowners and their
resident children, bona fide resident tenants, and any bona
fide resident stockholder of a resident corporation formed
for the primary purpose of hunting or fishing and which is
the fee _simple owner of no less than one theousand (1,000)
acres of land upon which antlerless deer may 1legally be
hunted are not required to have a Class N license to hunt
antlerless deer on their own land during the antlerless deer
season 1f that land is in a county, or the portion thereof,
that is open to antlerless deer hunting.

§47=-11~9, Class R and Class RR S8pecial Deer Hunting
Licenses.

9.1. A Class R of Class RR license purchased for +the
archery deer season is not valid for the bucks-only deer
season and a Class R or Class RR license purchased for the
bucks-only deer season is not valid for the archery deer
season.

£.2. A Class R or Class RR license must be purchased
prior to the opening day of season for which the license is
valid.

2.3. A Class R or Class RR license must be signed to be
valid., - '

.4. A Class R or Class RR license is wvalid only in
those counties that are open to bucks-only deer hunting.

©.5. A Class R or Class RR license is emiy valid only
on  the day after the licensee has checked his first deer
kill with a conservation officer or an official game
checking statien.

2.6. Bona fide resident landowners, their resident
children or resident parents, and bona fide resident tenants
are not reguired to have a Class R license toc hunt antlered
deer with a bow or a firearm on their own land during the
archery and bucks-only deer seasons if that land is in a
county that i1s open to bucks-only deer hunting.

§47-11-10. Bear Hunting Seasons.
10.1. Firearms Bear Season. -- This season opens on the

first Monday following the close of the bucks-only deer
season and closes on the last day in December.
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10.1.1. Except as provided in Section 10.1.3 of
these regulations, the firearms bear season is open county-
wide in the followihg counties: Grant, Pendleton,
Pocahontas, Randolph, and Tucker.

10.1.2. Except as provided in Section 10.1.3 of
these regulaticns, the firearms bear season is open in the
following portions of counties:

tordr2rar—-That-porkisn-sf-—Creanbriew-—~County
Iving-merth-of-U-St-Renke-6c0-£frem-the-Fayektte-County-tina-ko
itg—-—intersection-wikth-County-Route-5;-nerth-ef-ceunty-Reouke
S=between-BrS--Rentae-z2io-r—and—eask-of-Yr5-—--Regkte--235~~-frem
Courkty-Rogte-S-pektwaen-EU-S5--Reuke-6-and-U-S--Route-235;-and
ezat-—-of--UsSr-~-Reute--218~-frem--County--Heute--3--to-—-tks
imtersestion-with-the-Monrse—County-Tines

10.1.2.a. That portion of Greenbrier County
lving north of U.S. Route_ 60 from the Favette County line to
County Route 9, north of County Route & from U.S. Route 50

to U.S8. Route 219, and east of U.S. Route 219 from County

10.1.2.b. That peortion ¢f Hampshire County
lying south of U.S. Route 50.

10.1.2.2¢. That portion of Hardy County 1lying
east of U.S5. Route 220.

10.1.2.d. That portion of Monrce County lying
east of U.S5. Route 219.

}6vtr2rar—~Fhat-pertien-of-Webatevr-Coumty-aast
ef--State--Rente--26-—-£from-—-Webster-Springa-senthweat-ta-the
Nichetas~-ceuntv-tiner

0z Er—--FPhakt-pereion-nf-Webster-County—east
ang~seuth-of-State-Route-15~-Erem--Webakter--Springa--to-—-the
Randeiph-Ceunty-Iiner

1¢.1.2.e. That portien of Webster County
lying east of County Route 20 from the Nichelas County line
to Webster Springs and south of County Route 15 from Webster
Springs to the Randolph County line.

10.1.3. The Cranberry Closed Area (known as the
Back Country) 1lying in Pocahontas, Greenbrier, and Webster
Counties and the Spruce Knob Closed Area lving in Pendleton
and Randolph Counties are closed to all bear hunting.

10
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1¢.1.3.a. The Cranberry Closed Area is
bounded as follows: Starting at Dyver, the ncrthern boundary
proceeds along TForest Service Route 86 east to Forest
Service Route 7€ (the Black Mountain Rcad); then follows
Forest Service Route 76 south to its intersection with the
Highland Scenic Highway (State Route 150); and then follows
State Route 150 to State Route 39. The southern boundary of
the Closed Area follows State Route 33 to the MNicholas
County line; then proceeds north following the Nicholas
County line tc Forest Service Route 76; then follows Forest
Service Route 76 north to Forest Service Route 101; and then
follews Forest Service Route 101 north to Dyer.

I8riv3rbr-—-The--Spruse—-Kneb--Cieged--Area—-is
bounded--as-—-£feliswasr—-Skarveima-——pk-tho-imkarvsestion-of-YsSe
Regte-35--and--the-—Spruce--Eneb--Natiesnat--Reeweation—--Aresn
beundary-—abeut-eight-miles-west-of-the-Mouth-of-Senecar-the
bevndary-feltiteows-ErSr~-Reute-33—gaak-to-ika-inkargsecktion-with
State-Regte-35/3+-then-follewa-the--Spruce--Kneb--Reaxeatkion
Awep-koundary-ssuth-te-Forege-Serwyisa-Rente-55+-khern~follows
Ferest--Servige--Route--55--nereh-te-Forvesk-Service-Rente—-%1+
then-proceeda-west-on-Forest-Serviea-Rente-i-te-Skate--Routa
25+-~-then--feiireows--State-Reute-25-nerkh-teo-Sktatae-Reouke-2544
nerth-to-the-Spruce-Kneb-Natienal-Reereation--keundarvy+--and
Ehen—-fe&kows——the—-Spruee—Kneb-Hatiena&—ReereaEien-beundary
rnertk-teo~-HYrS--Roukea-33 -

10.1.3.b. The Spruce FKnebh Closed AaArsa is
bounded as follows: _Starting at the intersection of U.S.
Routé 33 and the Spruce Rnck National Recreation Area
boundary (approximately eight miles west of Mouth of
Seneca) , the boundary follows U.S. Rcute 33 east to its
intersection with County Route 33/3; then follows <the Spruce
Knob Recreation Area boundary south and then nortawest to
Forest Service Route 1; then proceeds west on Forest Service
Route 1 to County Route 29; then follows County Route 29
nerth to County Route 29/4 north_to the Spruce Knock National
Recreation boundary; and then follows the Spruce Knob
Naticnal Recreation boundary northn to U.S. Route 33.

10.2. Archery Bear Seascn. -- This season opens on the
Saturday nearest to October 15 and clcses on the Saturday
preceding the opening of the bucks-conly deer season.

1¢.2.1. The archery bear season is open in those

counties, or portions thereof, open to firearms bear
hunting. ,
10.3. Experimental Bear Seascn. -- This season opens on

December 5, 1588 and closes on December 10, 1288.

11
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10.3.1. FxXcept as provided in Secticon 10.1.3 of
these regulaticns, the experimental bear season is open
county-wide in the following . counties: Boone, Clay,

Favette, Kanawha, Nicholas, and Raleigh.

1C.3.2. Except as provided in Section 10.1.3 of
these regulaticns, the experimental bear season is open in
the following porticns of counties:

10.3.2.a, That portion of Greenbrier County
lving south of U.S, Route 60 from the Fayette County line to
Ccunty Route S, south of Countv Route ¢ from U.S. Route &0
e U.S. Route 219, and west of U.S. Route 219 from County

Route 9 to _the Monroce County line.

10.3.2.b. That portion of Webster County
lying west of County Route 20 from the Nicholas County line
to Webster Springs and north of County Route 15 from Webster
Springs_teo the Randolph County line.

§47-11=11. Bear Hunting Rules.

11.1. No person may hunt bear between thirty (30)
minutes after sunset and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise
on the following day, except that hunting dogs may be
trained on bear during these hours in accordance with the
provisions of Sectioen 22 of these regulations.

11.2. The use of dogs while bow hunting for bear is
illegal except during the firearms bear sesason.

§47-11-12. Wild Turkey Hunting Seasons.

12.1. Fall Wild Turkey Season. —-- This season runs for
twenty-twoe (22) consecutive days ceommencing on the second
Saturday after the opening of squirrel season, and reopens
for six (6) consecutive days commencing on the Monday
following the second Saturday in December, except as
provided in Section 12.1.2 of these regulatieons.

12.1.1. The fall wild turkey seascn is open in the
following counties: Berkeley, Grant, Greenbrier, Hampshire,
Hardy, Mineral, Monrce, Morgan, Nicholas, Pendleton,
Pocahontas, Preston, Randoclph, Tucker, and Webster.

12.1.2. In Preston County, the fall wild turkey
season runs for fifteen (15) consecutive days commencing on
the second Saturday after the start of sgquirrel season.

12.2. Spring Wild Turkey Season. -- This season cpens
on the fourth Monday in April and runs for twenty-six (26)

12
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consecutive days thereafter and is open for the hunting of
bearded turkeys only.

§47-11-13. Wild Turkey Hunting Rules.

13.1. The use of electronic turkey calling devices is
prohibited during both wild turkey seasons.

13.2. No person may hunt wild turkey between eleven
o’clock antemeridian (11:00 a.m.), eastern standard time,
and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise on the following day
during the spring wild turkey season.

13.3, No person may have a firearm or a bow in his
possession in the woods of this State after noon, eastern
standard time, during spring wild turkey season.

13.4. The use of dogs to hunt wild turkey is prohibited
during the spring wild turkey season.

§47-11-14. Wild Bear Hunting Seasons.

14.1. Firearms Wild Boar Season. -- This season runs
for <three (3) consecutive days commencing on the first
Thursday in Novenmber,

14.1.1. The firearms wild boar season is open in
those counties, or portions therecf, designated by the
director and published annually.

14.2. Archery Wild Boar Season., —-- This season openg on
the Saturday nearest to Octecker 15 and closes on the last
day in Cctober.

14.2.1. The archery wild boar seasocn 1s open in
those counties, or portions thereof, open to firearms wild
boar hunting.

§47-11-15. Wild Bear Hunting Rules.

15.1. Boar may be legally taken during the firearms
wild boar season with a bow or with a firearm using
ammunition legal in West Virginia for the taking of deer,

15.2. No person may hunt boar between thirty (30)
minutes after sunset and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise
en the following day.

. 15.3. No person may kill or wound a boar while the boar
is in any stream, lake, or pond.

13
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15.4. The use of dogs to hunt wild boar is prohibited.

15.5. Provided that the hunter uses either a shotgun or
a bow, the hunting of small game 1s permitted dJduring the
wild boar seasons Iin counties, or portions thereof,
designated by the directeor as boar hunting areas. During
this periecd, a hunter may carry slugs and Number 4 or
smaller shot with a shotgun prior to killing a boar.

15.6. Provided that the hunter uses a bow, the hunting
of deer 1is permitted during the wild boar =seasons in
counties, or portions therecf, designated by the director as
boar hunting areas.

§47-11-16. Class P Special Resident Boar Hunting License.

16.1. All persons participating, in any manner, in wilad
boar hunting must possess a valid Class P license.

16.2. Applicants for a Class P license must be West
Virginia residents and at least twelve (12) years of age.

16.3. Applicants for a Class P license must choose a
license for either +the archery wild boar season or the
firearms wild boar season and may not apply for both.

16.4. All applications for a Class P license must:

16.4.1. Be on the form prescribed by the director.
Only one application may be submitted per individual:
receipt of more than one appolication per individual will
void 2ll applications for that individual.

16.4.2. Be filled ocut conpletely and signed;
incomplete applications will be voided.

16.4.3. Be received at the Department of Natural
Rescurces Operations Center in Elkins, West Virginia, by no
later than June 30 of vear for which individual is
applying. Applications submitted by mail and postmarked on
or befcre June 30th will be accepted.

le.5. Class P licenses are nontransferable.

16.6. Bona fide resident landowners, their resident
children or resident parents, and bona fide resident tenants
are not required to have a Class P license to hunt wild boar
on their own land during the archery and firearms wild boar
seasons if that land is within a boar hunting area
designated by the director.

14




11HUNT1988

§47-11-17. Other Huntinhg Seasons.

17.1. Bobcat Season. -- This seascn copens on the first
Saturday in November and clcses on the last day in January.

17.2. Fox Season. -- This season opens on the Ffirst
Saturday in November and closes on the last day in January.

17.3. Grouse Season. -- This season opens on the
Saturday nearest tc October 15 and closes on the last day in
February.

17.4. Hare Season. =-- This season openg on the first
Saturday in November and closes on the last day in February.

17.5. COpeossum Season. -— Open year-round.

i7.6. Pheasant Season. -- This season opens on the
first Saturday in November and closes on the first Saturday
in January and is cpen for the hunting of cock birds only.

17.7. Quall Seascn. =-- This season opens on the first
Saturday in November and clcses on the last day in February.

17.8. Rabbit Season. -~ This seascn opens on the first
Saturday in November and closes on the last day in February.

17.2. Raccoon Seascon. -- This season opens on the
Saturday nearest to Octoker 15 and closes on The last day in
January.

17.9.1. Raccoon hunting is 1egal ocnly during the
eleven hour period beginning at six o’clock pestmeridian
(6:00 p.m.} and endihy at five o’clock antemeridian (5:00
a.m.) on the following day.

17.10. skunk Season. =-- Open year-round.

17.11. Sqguirrel.Season. -- This seascn cpens on the
Saturday priocr fto the Saturday nearest to October 15 and
closes on the first Saturday in January.

17.12. Weasel Season. =-- Open year-round.

17.13. Woodchuck Season. -- Open year-round.

§47-11-18. Hunting Bag and Possession Limits.

13.1. Bear. -- The bag and possession limit is one (1)
bear per calendar year. :
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18.2. Deer. -- The bag and possession limit is ocne (1)
deer per day and five (5) deer per calendar vear, as
specified in Secticn 5.1 of these regulations.

18.3. Wild Beocar. =-- The bag and possession limit is one
(1) becar per calendar year.

18.4. Wild Turkey. -- The bag and possession limit is
two (2) turkeys per calendar year, cnly one of which may be
taken during the fall wild turkey season. Two (2) bearded
turkeys may be taken in the spring or cne (1) bearded turkey
may ke taken in the spring and one (1) turkey of either sex
may be taken in the fall. During the spring wild turkey
season, only ocne (1) turkey may be taken per day.

18.5. Bekcat. -- The bag and possession limit is two
(2) bobecats per day and two (2) bobcats per season.

lg8.6. Fox (Gray and Red Foxes). == The bay and
possession limit is twenty-five (25) foxes in aggregate per
day and twenty-five (25) foxes in aggregate per seasocn.

18.7. Grouse. —- The kag limit is four (4) grouse per
day. The pcssession limit is sixteen (16) grouse after the
third davy of the season.

18.8. Hare, -- The bag limit is two (2) hares per day.
The possession limit eight (8) after the third day of the
sSeason.

18.9. OCpossum. =- No daily or seascn limits.

18.10. . Pheasant. -= The bag and possession limi% is two
(2) pheasants per day and twoe (2) pheasants per seascn.

18.11. Quaill. -- The bag limit is seven (7) quail per
dayv. The possession 1limit is twenty-one (21) quail after
the secend day of the season.

18.12. Rabbit, -~ The bag limit is five (5) rabbits per
day. The possession limit is twenty (20) rakbits after the
third day of the season.

18.13. Raccoon. =-- The bag limit during the eleven-hour
period beginning at six o’clock postmeridian (6:00 p.m.) and
ending at five o’clock antemeridian (5:00 a.m.) on the
following day is two (2) raccoons for one person or two (2)
raccoons for a group of persons hunting as a party. The
pessession limit is twenty (20) raccoons per season. The
daily bag limit of raccoon may be possessed for each day the
season is open until the season limit is reached.
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18.14. Skunk. -- No daily or season limits.

18.15. Sguirrel (Fox and Gray Squirrels, inc%uding
black and alkino color phases). —-—- The bag limit is six (86)
squirrels in aggregate per dav. The possessicon limit is

twenty-four (24) squirrels in aggregate after the third day
cf the se=ason. '

18.16. Weasel. -- No dalily or season limits.
18.17. Woodchuck. —-- No daily or ssason limits.
§47-11-19. G@General Trappihg Rules.

12.1. Trapping i1s prohibited in State parks and gane
refuges, 1in safety =zones in State forests, and in safety
zones 1in State public hunting and fishing areas.

19.1.1. Federal regulations prochibit trapping in
Earpers Ferry National Historical Park and on federally-
cowned land within the boundaries of the New River Gorge
National River.

19.2. A trapping permit is required in public hunting
and fishing areas. This permit may be obtained freom the
district game biclogist in the district in which the public
hunting and fishing area is situated.

12.3. No traps may be set befcre eight ofclock
antemeridian (8:00 a.m.} on the first day of a trapping
season or either set or left set after noon on the last day
of a trapping season.

18.4. All traps set during the month of February nust
be water sets only for <the taking of beaver, mink, or
muaskrat. o '

12.5. All traps nmust be checked and tended each
calendar day.

19.6, Foot snidres are legal when the snare loop is at
and horizontal to ground level and does not exceed six and
one~half (6-1/2) inches in diameter.

1¢.7. It is illegal to use or set deadfalls for taking
wildlife.

12.8. It is illegal to set or maintain any trap or
trapping device on human foot trails or livestock paths.
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12.92. It is illegal to sét or use traps with an open
jaw spread of more than six and one-half (6-1/2) inches
unless such trap is used under water for beaver.

19.10." It 1s illegal to use conibear or mchawk +type
traps for terrestrial <trapping. Conibear or mchawk type
traps may be used in water sets.

19.11. It is illegal toc set or maintain neck or body-
gripping snares or spring pecle snares for terrestrial
trapping. Néck or body-gripping snares may be used in water
sets. B,

19.12. It is illegal to use steel jaw traps with any
teeth on or attached to them.

18.13. It is illegal to set or maintain any trap, trap
set, ©or snare upon any tree, post, or other natural or man-
made object at any peint more than three (3) 1lineal feet
fronm the surface of the earth (whether such surface is
water, soil, or rock) measured at a right angle from the
surface to the <trap or trap set, except as provided in
Section 19.14 of these regulations.

19.14." The provisions of Section 19.13 of these
regulations do nct apply to traps or trap sets that are set
or .maintained on natural earthen mounds, such as ant hills
or muskrat houses, that were constructed without hRuman
assistance. . -

192.15. It is illegal to use animal or bird carcasses,
or parts thereof, to lure an animal to a trap set unless
such carcasses, or parts therecf, are completely covered and
concealed from sight.

19.16. It is illegal to take beaver, fisher, mink, or
muskrat by any means other than by trap.

12.17. It is illegal to have in one’s possession an
untagged beaver, bokecat, or fisher hide, or rarts thereof,
longer than thirty (30) days following the close of the
respective trapping season.

19.18. Shculd any person unintentionally trap and kill
more than the limit fixed by these regulations as a season
possession limit, he must within twenty-four (24) Thours
thereafter deliver the excess animals to a conservation
officer.

. . 12.1%. Each trapper must present beaver, bokcat, or
fisher pelts to an official gane checking station or a
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representative of the Department within thirty (30) Jdays
after the cloge of the trapping season for that animal. &
tag provided by the Department must be affixed to each
beaver, bkobecat, or fisher pelt and remain attached to the
skin until such skin has been sold, tanned, or mounted.

§47~11=20. Trapping Seasons.

20.1. Beaver Trapping Season. -- This season opens on
the first sSaturday in November and closes on the last day in
February. '

20.2. Bobcat Trapping Season. -- This season opens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January.

20.3. TFisher Trapping Season. -- This season opens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January. ’ e 0T

20.4. Fox Trapping Season. -~ This season c¢pens con the
first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January. ’ B B

20.5. Mink Trapping Season. -- This season opens on the
first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
February. '

20.6. Muskrat Trapping Season. -- This season opens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
February. - ' ’

20.7. Racccon Trapping Season. —-- This seascn cpens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January.

§47~-11-21. Trapping Bag and Possession Limits.

21.1. Beaver. -- The bag and possession limit is
twenty-five (25} beavers per day and twenty-five (25)
beavers per season. .

21.2. Bobcat. -- The bag and possession 1limit is +two
(2) bobkcats per day and two (2) bobcats per season.

21.3. Fisher. -- The bag and possession limit is one
(1) fisher per day and one (1) fisher per season.

21.4, Fox (Gray and Red Foxes). —-- The bag and

possession limit is twenty-five (25) foxes in aggregate per
day and twenty-five (25) foxes in aggregate per season,
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21.5. Mink. -- ¥No limit.
21.56, Muskrat. =- No limit.
21.7. Raccoon. -~ The bag limit during the eleven-hour

pericd beginning at six ofcleck postmeridian (6:00 p.m.) and
ending at five ofclock antemeridian (5:00 a.m.) on the

following day is two (2) raccoons for one person or twc (2)
raccoons for a group of perseons hunting as a party. The
possession limit is twenty (20) raccoons per season. The

daily bag limit of raccoon may be possessed for each day the
season is open until the season limit is reached.

§47-11-22. Training of Hunting Dogs.

22.1. It 1is 1illegal for a person engaged in the
training of hunting dogs to have in his possession a firearm
or any other implement o¢r device suitable for taking,
killing, or trapping a wild animal or wild bird during the
closed season on such wild animal or wild bird.

22.2. It is illegal for a person to alleow a dog that he
cewns or a dog that is under his control tc chase, pursue, or
hunt deer at any time.

22.3. It is illegal for a person to allow a dog that he
owns or a dog that is under his control to chase, pursue,
hunt, or fellow upcen the track of any wild animal or wild
bird, either day or night, during the period commencing on
May 1 and ending on August 15 of each year, except as
provided in Section 22.3.1 of these regulaticns.

22.3.1. Dogs may be trained on wild animals and
wild birds, except deer and wild turkeys, on one’s own land
by the landowner cr by his bona fide resident tenant, or on
the 1lands of ancther person with his written permission, or
on public lands.

22.4. Residents may train their dogs in counties, or
portions thereof, which have a legal bear hunting season
during the period commencing on August 25 and ending on the
last day in February of the following vear.

22.5. Nenresidents may train their dogs in this State
only during the legal small game hunting season, except as
provided in Section 22.6 of these regulations.

22.6. Ohio residents may train their dogs in this State
in accordance with the provisions of Sections 22.1 through
22.3 of these regulations but may not train a dog in any
county, or portion thereof, in which there is a 1legal bear
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hAunting season except during the legal small game hunting
sSeason.
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