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*#10 TITLE 47
LEGISLATIVE RULES L emn
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES e
SERIES 11
HUNTING AND TRAPPING REGULATIONS =T
*09 §47-11-1. General.
1.1. Scope and Purpcse. -- These regulations estaklish

the _.open seasons and the bag, size, age, weight, and sex
limits with respect to the hunting and trapping of wildlife
in this State.

1.2. 2Authority. -- W. Va. Code §§20-1-7(30) and 20-1-
17(7).

1.3. Filing Date. -- December 2%, 1987.

1.4, Effective Date. -- March 1, 1988,

1.5. Promulgation History. -- These regulaticns replace

West Virginia Administrative Regulations, Department of
Natural Resources, Series 11, as filed on November 5, 1987
that became effective upon filing.

1.6. Seasons in General. =-- All sSeasons, unless
otherwise noted, are statewide and subject to change under
the provisions of W. Va. Ceode §20-1-7(7). Opening and

closing dates are inclusive and time periods are prevailing
time unless noted otherwise in these regulations. Should an
cpening date fall on a Sunday, the season will open on the
following Monday. If the last day of a season falls on a
Sunday, the season will close on the preceding Saturday.

1.7. Migratory Game Birds. -- Regulations concerning
the hunting cf migratory game birds appear in West Virginia
Administrative Regulations, Department of Natural Resources,
Series 12, Migratory Bird Hunting Regulaticns.

*02 §47-11-2. Definitions.

2.1. ”"Aggregate” means the total bag or possession
limit of similar kinds of game animals or game birds. For
example, the possessiocn limit for squirrels is twenty-four
(24) after the third day of the open season. This could be
ten (10) gray squirrels and fourteen (14) fox squirrels, or
fourteen (14) gray scuirrels and ten (10) fox squirrels, or
any cembination of twenty-four (24) sguirrels, but not nore
than a total o¢f six (6) per day nor more than a total of
twentv-fcur (24) in possession.
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2.2. ”"Bait” means shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn,
wheat or other grain, or any other fesd cor edible enticement
but deoes not include scent lures.

2.3. P"Baiting” means the direct or indirect placing,
exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering of bait so
as _te constitute for wildlife a lure, attraction, or
enticement to or on any areas where hunters are attempting
to take them.

2-2+ 2.4. "”Big Game” means the following game animals
and game birds: klack bear, white-tailed deer, wild boar,
and wild turkev.

2.5. "Cubp Bear” means a bear less than one vear old and
is identified by its having upper canine teeth of less than
five-eights (5/8) inch in length when measured from the gum.

23+ 2.6. "Legal Small Game Hunting Season” means the
reriod commencing on the Saturday prior to the Saturday
nearest to October 15 and ending on the last day in Febkbruary
of the following vear.

Zré4s 2.7. "Possession Limit” means game taken in this
State which 1is in any way under the control of the hunter
(i.e., the total of all game in a vehicle, home freezer,
commercial food locker, or other storage place).

2+5+ 2.8. 7Prevaliling Time” means either eastern
standard time or daylight saving time and shall be that time
proclaimed by the governor of the State.

26 2.9. #Protected” means no open season (i.e.,
hunting protected wildlife is illegal at all times).

2+6+%+ 2.2.1. Protected nmammals include: elk,
mountain lion, and otter.

2r6v2r 2.9.2. Protected birds include: eagles,
falcens, hawks, insectivorous birds, owls, and song bkirds.

2%+ 2.10. All cther terms shall have the meaning
prescribed in W. Va. Code §20-1-2.

*0% §47-11-3. @General Hunting Rules.

3.1. Hunting is prohibited in State parks and game
refuges, in safety zones in State forests, and in safety
zones in State public hunting and fishing areas.

3.1.1. Federal Tregulations prchibit hunting in
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Harpers Ferry National Histerical Park.

3.2. Except as provided in Section 3.2.1 of these
regulations, it is illegal to dig ocut, cut out, smoke out,
or in any manner take or attempt to take any wild animal or
wild bird from its den or from trees, rocks, or other places
of refuge. ’

3.2.1. Woodchucks may be contreolled by such means
on private land by the landowner, his resident children or
resident parents, or a bcna fide resident tenant.

3.3. Except as provided in Sections 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 of
these regulations, it is illegal to use peoisons, chemicals,
ocr explosives in taking any furbearing animal, game animal,
game bird, protected bird, or protected mammal.

3.3.1. Woodchucks may be controlled by such means
on private land by the landowner, his resident children or
resident parents, or a bona fide resident tenant during the
veriod commencing on April 1 and ending on September 30.

3.3.2. Redwing blackbirds, grackles, pigeons, and
sparrows may be controlled by chemicals registered with the
West Virginia Department of Agriculture and the United
States Environmental Protection Agency when prescribed and
authorized by the director in writing. Authorized users
must follow avicide label instructions and take all possible
precautions in order to protect nontarget species of
wildlife.

3.4. It is illegal teo hunt for, take, kill, wound, or
sheot at wild animals or wild birds from an airplane or
other airborne conveyance, from a motor vehicle or other
land conveyance, cor from a motor-driven water conveyance,
unless specifically authorized to do so under the provisions
of these regulations or under West Virginia Adninistrative
Regulations, Department of Natural Resources, Series 12,
Migratory Bird Hunting Regulaticns.

3.5. It is illegal to hunt, catch, take, kill, injure,
or pursue a wild animal or wild bird by means of falconry or
hawking.

3.6. It is illegal to catch, capture, take, or kill by
seine, net, bait, trap, deadfall, snare, or like device of
any kind any bear, grouse, migratory bird, pheasant,
protected bird, protected mammal, quail, wild boar, or wild
turkey.

3.6.1. No person may take these game species by
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the aild of kaiting. An area is considered toc be baited for
ten (10) days after the removal of the bait.

3.7. 2 long bow or compound bow may be substituted for
a firearm during any season for which firearms are legal
except during the muzzle-loading rifle deer season.

3.8. Each person killing a bear, desr, wild beoar, or
wild turkey fcocund In =z wild state must immediatelv after
remeving its entrails, kut in any event within one hour and
before <transpecrting or removing the carcass in any manner
from where it was killed, complete and attach a game tag.
The tag must kear, in plain English, the name and address of
the hunter, the date and county where the game was killed,
and, unless he 1is legally exempted from +the licensing
regquirements of this State, the license number of the
hunter.

3.9. No perscn under the age of fifteen (15) vears may
hunt o¢r chase wild animals or wild birds cn the lands of

another unless he is acceompanied by a licensed adult who

remainsg in a position near encugh _to him to render advice
and assistance. ’ ' : :

*C9 §47-1l1-4. Deer Hunting Seasons.

4.1. Bucks-Only Deer Season. —-- This season runs for
thirteen (13) consecutive days commencing on the first
Monday preceding Thanksgiving.

4.1.1. There is a bucks-ocnly deer seascn in the
following cocunties: Barbour, Berkeley, Boone, Braxton,
Brooke, Cabell, Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge, Fayette, Gilmer,
Grant, Greenbrier, Hampshire, Hancock, Eardy, Harrison,
Jackson, Jefferscn, Kanawha, Levwis, Lincecln, Marion,
Marshall, Mason, Mercer, Mineral, Monongalia, Monroe,
Morgan, Nicholas, Ohio, Pendletcn, Pleasants, Peccahontas,
Preston, Putnam, Raleigh, Randclph, Ritchie, Roane, Summers,
Taylor, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Wayne, Webster, Wetzel, Wirt,
and Weeod.

4.1.2. There is no bucks-only deer season in the
following counties: Logan, McDowell, Mingo, and Wyoming.

4.2, Antlerless Deer Season. -- This season is the
Friday and Saturday following the close of the bucks-only
deer seascn.

4.2.1. Counties, or portions thereof, open to
antlerless deer hunting will be determined by the director
and puklished annually.
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4.3. Archery Deer Season. —- This season opens on the
Saturday nearest to October 15 and closes on December 31.
Deer of either sex may be hunted statewide with a bow,
except that only bucks may be hunted statewide with a bow
during the bucks-only deer season.

4.4. Muzzle-Tocading Rifle Deer Season. -- This season
opens on the Saturday fellewing the last day of the
antlerless deer season.

*#09 §47-11-5. Deer Hunting Rules.

5.1. ©No person may legally take more than five (5) deer
per calendar year, unless he heolds a valid permit to kill
deer causing crop damage as provided under West Virginia
Administrative Regulations, Department of Natural Rescurces,
Series 15A and 1538, Permits to Kill Deer and Other Wildlife
Causing Crop Damage.

5.1.1. Deer talken during the open seasons
established in Section 4 of these regulations may be a
cembination of the following:

5.1.1.a. One deer by bow during the archery
ssason;

5.1.1.b. One antlered deer by either bow or
firearm during the bucks-only season;

5.1.1.¢. One antlerless deer by either bow or
firearm during the antlerless season:

5.1.1.d. ©One antlered deer by bow on a Class
R or Class RR license during the archery season;

5.1.1.e. One antlered deer by either bow or
firearm on a Class R or Class RR license during the bucks-
only season;

5.1.1.f. One deer by nmuzzle-loading rifle, if
not more than one deer has been taken pricr to the muzzle-
loading rifle season.

5.2. After a person has killed a deer during any of the
cpen seasons established in Section 4 of these regulations,
he may not participate further in deer hunting (e.q.,
driving deer) with a bow or a firearm in his possession for
the remainder of the day of the kill. A person may pursue
his seccnd legal deer, in accordance with the provisions of
Section 5.1 of these regulaticns, on any following day which
falls within  an open deer season, provided the first deer
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has been legally checked with a conservation officer or an
official game checking station.

5.3. No deer with an antler of 1less than three (3)
inches in 1length, as measured from the hairline, may be
legally taken during the bucks-only deer seascn.

5.4, No deer with an antler over three (3) inches in
length, as measured from the hairline, may be legally taken
during the antlerless deer season.

5.5. No perscon may hunt deer with a shetgun using
ammunition loaded with more than one solid ball nor with any
rifle of - less than twenty-five (.25) caliber using rimfire
ammunition.

5.6. HNo person may hunt deer between thirty (30)
minutes after sunset and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise
on the following day.

5.7. No person may kill or wound a deer while the deer
is in any stream, lake, or pond.

5.8. Any person who hunts deer on public lands or on
the lands of another during the bucks-only, antleriless, and
nuzzle-loading rifle deer seasons must wear a daylight
fluorescent corange outer garment over at least four hundred
(400) sgquare inches of his person.

#09 §4F~ii=Gr--Comeurrent-Hunting-Ruleas

E-kr—-Conenrrent-hunting-—--for-deew-and-gmaii--game-—oxr
rigratery--waterfowi-———its-pevmitted-beginning-on-—the-faurth
day-after-the-epening-date-of-the-buecks-eniy-deer-seasen-

§vZrv——Coneurrent-hunting--—-for--deew--amd--bear--——amati
ganey-—or--migratery--vwaterfowli-———-its-—permiktted--during-the
antiteriess-deer-season-provided-that-no-hunter —except-thase
having-—a——va&ié-—eiass—--H—-—&ieense———er---these---iega}}y
partieipating--in--kear--hunktingr--may--ba--afietd--with-any
firearm—wéth—se%ié--ba&&--ammanétien——er-—shei&s——eentaining
targer-—than-Number-4-shet-er;-if-uaing-a-combination-rifia-
shetguns-with-rifle-ammunitien-in-his-peasessien-

€+3v-—Coneurrent-hunking-wikh-a-musslie-teadirng-rifie—-owr
mazz&e—&sa&ing~—-pisée&--——fer-——&eer--—ané--sma&}——game-—ef
nigrateory--waterfevwi---—is--permitkad--durina—-khe———muszie-
teading-wifle-dear-seassns

6r4---Cencurrent-hunting-with-either-a~-shoteun-or-a--pow
———for--bear--and--smati--game--ev-migratery-vakexfowto———ig
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permi%%eé-d&réng-the-—wi}é——bear—-seasens--én—-eeun&iear—Ter
portiens-thereof,-desigmated-by-tha-divactor-azs-boar-huntineg
areass B ,

E-S5-——Conagurrent-bunting-with-a-bayv-—~—-for-bear-and-deayr
er--migratervy-waktewfewki-—-—ia-permitied-during-the-wiitd-kear
seagseng-im-counties;~or-pertiens-theweefr-—destgnated-by--the
dirvector-as-boar-hunting-areass

Ev6s——Number-4i-or-smatier-shet-and-givngs-may-be——carried
with-a-gshetgun-prier—te-killing-a-deaw-during-the—concurrenkt
hunting-secasens-estakplished-in-Sectiens-6-3-and-6-2-of-these
reguiaktienas

*09 §47-11-6. Hunting Other Species During Deer Hunting
Seasons.

6.1. The hunting of small game is permitted beginning
on the fourthk day after the opening date of the bucks-only
deer season. During this period, a hunter may carry slugs
and Number 4 or smaller shot with a shotgun prior t¢ killing
a deer.

6.2, In those counties, or perticns thereof, open to
antleriess deer hunting, the hunting of bear or small game
is permitted during the antlerless deer season provided that
no hunter, except those having a valid Class N license or
those legally participating in bear hunting, may be afield
with any firearm with solid ball ammunition or shells
containing larger than Number 4 shot or, 1if using a
combination rifle-shotgun, with rifle ammunition in his
possession. During this periocd, a hunter may carry siugs
and Number 4 or smaller shot with a shotgun pricr teo killing
a deer. : - ]

6.3. The hunting of all game species for which a legal
hunting season is then open is permitted during the muzzle-—
locading rifle deer season.

6%+ 6.4. After killing a deer during any of the open
seasons established in Section 4 of these regulations, a
hunter may not be afield with a firearm with solid ball
ammunition or, if using a combination rifle-shotgun, he may
not have rifle ammunition in his possession unless he
possesses a valid Class R or Class RR license or is legally
participating in bear hunting.

68+ 6.5. It is illegal to hunt small game during the
bucks-only deer season with any centerfire rifle, with any
rifle of larger than twenty-twe (.22) caliber using rimfire
ammunition, or with a shotgun using solid ball ammunition in
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counties not cpen to bucks-only deer hunting.
*09 §47-11-7. Muzzle-Leoading Rifle Deer Hunting Rules.

7.1. Deer of either sex may be taken during the nmuzzle-
loading rifle deer season in counties, or pertions e#f
eeunties therecf, open for the taking of antlerless deer.

7.2. Only antlered deer may be taken in counties having
a bucks-only deer season.

7.3. Only single shot muzzle-loading rifles with diren
sights and a minimum caliber of .44 may be used during the
muzzle-loading rifle deer season.

7.2.1. A single shct weapcon that has been
converted to a muzzle-loading rifle by use of a plug may not
be used.

7.2.2. Double-karreled cr swivel-barreled muzzle-
loading rifles may net be used.

7.2.3. Telescopic sights may not be used.

7.4. When being transported in or on a vehicle, a
muzzle-loading rifle will be considered to be unlcaded when
uncapped or when the priming charge is removed from the pan.

7.5. No perscn may use a bow to hunt deer during the
muzzle~loading rifle deer seascon except in those ccunties,
or pcrtions thereof, closed to mnuzzle-loading rifle deer

hunting. 'ngf
*09 §47-11-8. Class N Special Deer Hunting License.

8.1. Only West Virginia residents holding a valid Class
A, Class AB, cr Class Q hunting license, or those legally
exempt from obtaining a license or permit to hunt, are
eligible to purchase a Class N License.

£.2. No perscn may actively participate in the hunting
of antlerless deer (e.g., driving deer) unless that person
has a Class N license or is otherwise exempt from having a
Class N license.

8§.3. No person may use a bow to hunt deer during the
antlerless deer season in those counties, or portions
thereof, that are open to antlerliess deer hunting unless
that person has a Class N license or is otherwise exempt
from having a Class N license.
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8+3+ 8.4. All applications for a Class N license must:

8+Z+3+ 8.4.1. Be on the form prescribed by the
director. Only one applicaticen may be subnmitted per
individual; receipt of more than one application per
individual will wveid all applications for that individual.

&v3+2+ 8.4.2. Be filled out completely and signed;
incomplete applicaticons will be voided.

8+3+3+ 8.4.3. Be received at the Department of
Natural Resources Operations Center in Elkins, West
Virginia, by no later than June 30 of vyvear for which
individual is applving.

84+ 8.5. Class N licenses are nontransferable.

8=5= 8.6. Bona fide resident lLandowners and their
resident children, bona fide resident tenants, and any bona
fide resident stockholder of a resident corporation formed
for the primary purpose of hunting or fishing and which is
the fee simple cwner of no less than one thousand (1,000)
acres of land upon which antlerless deer may legally be
hunted are not reguired to have a Class N license +o hunt
antlerless deer on thelr own land during the antlerless deer
season if that land is in a county, or the portion thereof,
that is open to antlerless deer hunting.

*09 §47=11-9. Class R and Class RR Special Deer Hunting
Licenses.

9.1. A Class R or Class RR license purchased for the
archery deer season 1is neot valid for the bucks-only deer
season and a Class R or Class RR license purchased for the
bucks-only deer season is not valid for the archery deer
season.

2.2. A Class R or Class RR license mnust be purchased
prior to the opening day of season for which the license is
valid. '

9.3. A Class R or Class RR license must be signed to be
valid. '

9.4. A Class R or Class RR license is wvalid only 1in
those counties that are cpen to bucks-only deer hunting.

9.5. A Class R or Class RR license is only valid on the
day after the licensee has checked his first deer kill with
a conservation officer or an official game checking station.
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8.6. Bona fide resident landowners, their resident
children or resident parents, and bona fide resident tenants
are not required to have a Class R license to hunt antlered
deer with a bow or a firearm on their own land during the
archery and Dbucks-only deer seasons if that land is in a
county that is open to bucks-only deer hunting.

*09 §47-11-10. Bear Hunting Seasons.

10.1. Firearms Bear Season. -- This season opens cn the
first Monday following the <close of the bucks-only deer
season and closes on the last day in December.

10.1.1. Except as provided in Section 10.1.3 of
these regulations, the firearms bear season is open county-
wide in the following counties: Grant, Pandleton,
Pocahontas, Randolph, and Tucker.

1¢.1.2. Except as provided in Section 10.1.3 of
these regulaticns, the firearms bear season is cpen in the
following porticns of counties:

10.1.2.a. That portion of Greenbrier County
lying north of U.S. Route 60 from the Fayette County line to
its intersection with County Route 9, north of County Route
9 between U.S. Route 219, and east of U.S. Route 219 from
County Route 9 between U.S5. Route 60 and U.S. Route 2192, and
east of U.S. Route 21¢ from County Route 9 between U.S.
Route 60 and U.S8. Route 219, and east of U.S. Route 219 from
County Route 9 to its intersection with the Monroe County
line,.

10.1.2.b. That portion of Hampshire County
lying scuth of U.S. Route 50.

10.1.2.¢c., That portion of Hardy County lying
east of U.S. Route 220.

10.1.2.d. That portion of Monrce County lving
east of U.5. Route 219. :

10.1.2.e. That portion of Webster County east
of State Route 20 from Webster Springs southwest to the
Nicholas County line.

10.1.2.f. That peortion of Webster County east

and south of State Route 15 from Webster Springs to the
Randelph County line.

10.1.3. The Cranberry Closed Area (known as the

Back Country) 1lying in Pocahontas, Greenbrier, and Webster

19
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Counties and the Spruce Knck Clcsed Area lying in Pendleton
and Randolph Counties are closed to all bear hunting.

10.1.3.a. The Cranberry Closed Area is
bounded as follows: Starting at Dyer, the northern boundary
broceeds along Forest Service Route 86 east +to Forest
Service Routé 76 (the Black Mountain Recad): +then follows
Forest Service Route 76 south to its intersection with the
Highland Scenic Highway (State Route 150); and then follows
State Route 150 to State Route 39. The scuthern boundary of
the Closed Area follows State Route 3% to the Nicholas
County line; then proceeds north following the Nicholas
County line to Forest Service Route 76; then follows Forest
Service Route 76 north to Forest Service Route 10i; and then
fecllows Forest Service Route 101 north to Dyer.

10.1.3.b. The Spruce Xnob Closed BArea Iis
bounded as follows: Starting at the intersection of U.S.
Route 33 and the Spruce Xnob National Recreation Area
boundary abcut eight miles west of the Mouth ¢f Seneca, the
boundary follews U.S. Route 33 east to its intersection with
State Route 33/3; then follows the Spruce Xnok Recreation
Area boundary south to Forest Service Route 55; then follows
Forest Service Route 55 north teo Forest Service Route 1:;
Then proceeds west cn Forest Service Route 1 to State Route
29; then follows State Route 29 north to State Route 29/4
north to the Spruce Kncbk Naticnal Recreation boundary; and
then follows the Spruce Knocbk Naticnal Recreation boundary
north to U.S. Route 33.

10.2. Archery Bear Season. —- This season opens on  the
Saturday nearest fo October 15 and closes on the Saturday
preceding the opening of the bucks-only deer seascn.

10.2.1. The archery bear season is open in those
countles, or portions ef-eeumkies thereof, open to firearms
bear hunting.

*09 §47-11-11. Bear Hunting Rules.

11.1. No person may hunt bear between thirty (30)
minutes after sunset and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise
on the following day, except that hunting dogs may be
trained on bear during these hours in accordance with the
provisions of Section 22 of these regulations.

. 11.2. The use of dogs while bow hunting for bear is
illegal except during the firearms bear season.

*#09 §47-11-12. Wild Turkey Hunting Seasons,

11
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12.1. Fall Wild Turkey Season. -- This seagon runs for
twenty-two (22) consecutive days commencing on the second
Saturday after the opening of sgquirrel seascn, and reopens
for six (8) consecutive days commencing on the Monday
following the second Saturday in December, except as
provided in Section 12.1.2 of these regulations.

12.1.1. The fall wild turkey season is open in the
following counties: Berkeley, Grant, Greenbrier, Hampshire,
Hardy, Mineral, Monroe, Morgan, Nichelas, Pendleton,
Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Tucker, and Webster.

12.1.2. 1In Preston County, the fall wild <turkey
season runs for fifteen (15} consecutive days commencing on
the second Saturday after the start of sguirrel season.

12.2. Spring Wild Turkey Season. =-- This season opens
on the fourth Monday in April and runs for twenty-six (26)
consecutive days thereafter and is open for the hunting of
bearded turkeys only.

#09 §47-11-13. Wild Turkey Hunting Rules.

13.1. The use of electronic turkey calling devices 1is
prohibited during both wild turkey seasons.

13.2. No person may hunt wild turkey between eleven
o’cleock antemeridian (11:00 a.m.), eastern standard time,
and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise on the following day
during the spring wild turkey season.

13.3. No person may have a firearm or a bow in his
possession in the woods of this State after noon, eastern
standard time, during spring wild turkey season.

13.4. The use of dogs to hunt wild turkey is prochibited
during the spring wild turkey season.

*09 §47-11-14. Wild Boar Hunting Seasons.

14.1. Firearms Wild Boar Season. -- This season runs
for <three (3) consecutive days commmencing on the first
Thursday in November. .

14.1.1. The firearms wild boar season is open in
those counties, or portions thereof, designated by the
director and published annually.

14.2. Archery Wild Boar Seasocn. —- This season opens on
the-third--Saturday--in-~Oekteber the Saturday nearest to
October 15 and closes on the last day in October.

12
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l4.2.1. The archery wild boar season is open in
those counties, or portions ef-esunkties thereof, open to
firearms wild boar hunting.

#09 §47-11-15. Wild Boar Hunting Rules.

15.1. Boar may be legally taken during the firearms
wild becar season with a bow or with a firearm using
ammunition legal in West Virginia for the taking of deer.

15.2. ©No person may hunt boar between thirty (30)
minutes after sunset and thirty (30) minutes before sunrise
on the following dayv.

1E.3. No person may kill or wound a boar while the boar
is in any stream, lake, or pond.

i5.4. The use of dogs to hunt wild boar is prohibited.

15.5, 'Provided that the hunter uses either a shotgun or
a bow, the hunting of small game is permitted during the
wild Dboar seasonsg in counties, or portions thereof,
designated by the director as boar hunting areas. During
this period, a hunter_ may carry slugs and HNumber 4 or

smaller shot with a shotgun pricr te killing a boar.

15.6. "Provided that the hunter uses a bow, the huntlng
of deer 1is permitted during the wild boar seasons in
counties, or portions thereof, designated by the director as
boar hunting areas.

#09 §47=1ll-16. Class P Special Resident Bear Hunting
License,

16.1. All persons participating, in any manner, in wilgd
boar hunting must possess a valid Class P license.

l6.2. Applicants for a Class P license must be West
Virginia residents and at least twelve (12) years of age.

16.3. Applicants for a Class P license must choose a
license for either the archery wild boar seasocn or the
firearms wild boar season and may not apply for both.

16.4. All applications for a Class P license must:
16.4.1. Be on the form prescribed by the director.
Only one application may be submitted per individual;

receipt of more than one application per individual will
veid all applications for that individual.

13
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16.4.2. Be filled out completely and signed:
inconplete applications will be voided.

16.4.3. Be received at the Department of Natural
Resources Operations Center in Elkins, West Virginia, by no
later than June 30 of year for which individual is applyving.

16.5. Class P licenses are nontransferable,

16.6. Bona fide resident landowners, thelr resident
children or resident parents, and bona fide resident tenants
are nct regquired to have a Class P license to hunt wild boar
on their own land during the archery and firearms wild beoar
seasons 1f +that land is within a bkecar hunting area
designated by the director.

%09 §47=-11-17. Other Hunting Seasons.

17.1. "Bobcat Season. -- This season opens on the first
Saturday in November and closes on the last day in January.

17.2. Fox Season. -- This seasen opens on the first
Saturday in November and clcses on the last day in January.

17.3. Grouse Season. —-- This season opens on the
Saturday nearest to Cctober 15 and closes on the last day in
February.

17.4. Hare Season. —-- This season opens on the first
Saturday in November and cleses on the last day in February.

17.5. Opossum Season. —- Open year-round.

17.6. Pheasant Season. -- This season opens on the
first Saturday in November and closes on the first Saturday
in January and 1s copen for the hunting of cock birds conly.

17.7. Quail Seascn. -- This season opens on the first
Saturday in November and closes on the last day in February.

17.8. Rabbit Season. -- This seascon copens on the first
Saturday in November and closes on the last day in February.

17.9. Raccoon Season. -- This season opens on the
Saturday nearest to October 15 and closes on the last day in
January.

17.9.1. Raccoon hunting is legal only during the
eleven hour period beginning at six o’clock postmeridian
(6:00 p.m.) and ending at five o’clock antemeridian (5:00
a.m.) on the following day.

14
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17.10.. 8Bkunk Seascon. =-- Open year-round.

17.11. Sguirrel Season. =-- This season opens on the
Saturday prior to the Saturday nearest to October 15 and
closes on the first Saturday in January.

17.12. Weasel Season. —-- Open yvear-round.
17.13. Woodchuck Season. -- Cpen year-round.
*09 §47-«11-18. Hunting Bag and Possession Limits.

18.1. Bear. -- The bag and possessicn limit is one (1)
bear per calendar year.

18.2. Deer. -- The bag and possession limit is one (1)
deer per day and five (5) deer per calendar vyear, as
specified in Section 5.1 of these regqulations.

18.3. Wild Boar. -- The bag and possession limit is one
(1) boar per calendar year.

18.4. Wild Turkey. -- The bag and possession 1limit is
twe (2) turkeys per calendar year, only one of which may be
taken during the fall wild turkey season. Two (2) bearded
turkeys may be taken in the spring or one (1) bearded turkey
may be taken in the spring and one (1) turkey of either sex
may be taken in the fall. During the spring wild turkey
season, conly one (1) turkey may ke taken per day.

18.5. "Bokcat. -- The bag and possession limit is two
(2) bobcats per day and two (2) bobcats per season.

18.6. TFox (Gray and Red Foxes). =-- The bag and
possession limit is twenty-five (25) foxes in aggregate per
day and twenty-five (25) foxes in aggregate per season.

18.7. Greouse. -~—- The bag limit is four (4) grouse per
davy. The possession limit is sixteen (16) grouse after the
third day of the seascn.

18.8. Hare. -- The bag limit is two (2) hares per day.
The possession 1limit eight (8) after the third day of the
season.

18.92. Opossum. -- No dally or season limits,

18.10. Pheasant. -- The bag and possession limit is two
(2) pheasants per day and two (2) pheasants per season.

18.11. Quail. -- The bag limit is seven (7) quail per
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day. The possession 1limit is twenty-one (21) quaill after
the second day of the season.

18.12. Rabbit. -- The kag limit is five (5) rabbits per
day. The possession limit is twenty (20) rabbits after the
third day of the season.

18.13. Raccoon. -=- The bag limit during the eleven-hour
period beginning at six o’clock poestmeridian (6:00 p.m.) and
ending at five o’clock antemeridian (5:00 a.m.) on the

fellowing day is two (2) raccoons for one person or two (2)
raccoons for a group of persons hunting as a party. The
possession limit is twenty (20) raccoons per season. The
daily bag limit of raccoon may be possessed for each day the
seascn is open until the season limit is reached.

18.14. Skunk. —-- No daily or seasocn limits.

18.15. Squirrel (Fox and Gray Squirrels, including
black and albino color phases). ~- The bag limit is six (§)
squirrels in aggregate per day. The possession limit is

twenty-four (24) squirrels in aggregate after the third day
of the season.

18.16. Weasel. —— No daily or season limits.
18.17. Woodchuck. -- No daily or season limits,
#0929 §47-11-19%. General Trapping Regulations.

19.1. Trapping is prohibited in State parks and game
refuges, 1in safety zones in State forests, and in safety
zones in State public hunting and fishing areas.

12.1.1. Federal regulations prohibit trapping in
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park and on federally-
owned land within the boundaries of the New River Gorge
National River. S

12.2. A trapping permit is reguired in public hunting
and fishing areas. This permit may be obtained from the
district game biclegist in the district in which the puklic
hunting and fishing area is situated.

19.3. No traps may be set bkefore eight c’clock
antemeridian (8:00 a.H.) cn  the first day of a trapping
season or either set or left set after nocn on the last day
of a trapping season.

18.4. All traps set during the month of February must
be water sets only for the taking of beaver, mink, or

16
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muskrat.
19.5. All traps must be checked and tended each
calendar day. ' ' ' '
19.6. Foot snares are legal when the snare loop is at

and horizontal
cne-half (6-1/2)

to ground level and does not exceed six and
inches in diameter.

19.7. It is illegal to use or set deadfalls for taking
wildlife.
19.8. It is illegal toc set or maintain any trap or

trapping device on human

12.2. It is illegal
jaw spread of more than
unless such trap is used

six and

19.10. It is illegal to use
traps £for terrestrial trapring.
traps may be used 1in water sets.

to set or use traps
one-half
under water for beaver.

conibear

foot trails or livestock paths.

with
(6-1/2)

an open

inches

or mchawk type
Conibear or mohawk type

19.11. It is illegal to set or maintain neck or »ody-
gripping shares or spring pole snares for terrestrial
trapping. Neck or body-gripping snares may be used in water
sets.

19.12. It is illegal to use steel jaw traps with any
teeth on or attached to them.

19.13. It is illegal to set or maintain any trap, trap

set, or snare upon any tree, post,
made object at any point more than
from the surface of the earth
water, soil, or rock) measured at a
surface to the trap or trap
Section 19.14 cof these regulations.

19.14.
regulations

The provisions

or musKkrat houses, that were
assistance.
19.15. It is illegal to use animal or

or parts thereof, to
such carcasses, or parts thereof,
concealed from sight.

12.16.

17

set,

of S8Section
do net apply to traps or trap sets that are set
or maintained on natural earthen mounds, such as
constructed

It is illegal to take beaver,

or other natural or man-
three {3) 1lineal feet
{whether such surface is
right angle from the
except as provided in

12.13 of these

ant hills
without human

bird carcasses,

lure an animal to a trap set unless
are completely covered and

fisher, mink, or
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muskrat by any means other than by trap.

19.17. It is illegal to have in one’s possession an
untagged beaver, Dbobecat, or fisher hide, or parts thereof,
longer than thirty (30) days following the c<¢lese of the
respective trapping season.

19.18. Should any person unintentionally trap and kill
mere than the limit fixed by these regulations as a season
possession limit, he must within twenty-four (24) hours
thereafter deliver the excess animals to a conservation
cfficer.

192.192. Each trapper must present beaver, bobcat, or
fisher pelts to an official game checking station or a
representative of the Department within thirty (30) days
after the clese of the trapping season for that animal. A
tag provided by the Department mnust be affixed to each
beaver, bobcat, or fisher pelt and remain attached +o the
skin until such skin has been so0ld, tanned, or mcunted.

#09 §547-11-20. Trapping Seasons.

20.1. Beaver Trapping Season. -- This season opens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
February.

20.2. Bobcat Trapping Season. -- This season opens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January. i

20.3. Fisher Trapping Season. -- This season opens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January.

20.4. Tox Trapping Season. -- This season opens on the
first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January.

20.5. Mink Trapping Season. -- This season opens on the
first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
February.

20.6. Muskrat Trapping Seascn. -- This season opens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
February.

20.7. Racccon Trapping Season. -- This season cpens on
the first Saturday in November and closes on the last day in
January.
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*#09 §47-~11l-21. Trapping Bag and Possession Limits.

21.1, 'Beaver. —— The bag and possession limit is
twenty-five (25) beavers per day and twenty-five (25)
beavers per season.

21.2, -Bokcat. -—- The bag and possession limit is two
(2) bobcats per day and two (2) bobcats per seascn.

21.3. Fisher. -- The bag and possession limit is one
(1) fisher per day and one (1) fisher per season.

21.4. Yox {Gray and Red Foxes). =-—- The bag and
possession limit is twenty-five (25) foxes in aggregate per
day and twenty-five (23) foxes in aggregate per seascn.

21.5. Mink. —-- No limit.
21.6. Muskrat. -- No limit.
21.7. Raccoon. =-- The bag limit during the eleven-hour

period beginning at six o’clock postmeridian (6:00 p.m.) and
ending at five o’clock antemeridian (5:00 a.m.) on the
following day is two (2) raccoons for one person or two (2)
raccocns for a greoup of persons hunting as a party. The
rossession limit is twenty (20) raccocons per season. The
daily bag limit of raccocn may be possessed for each day the
season is open until the season limit is reached.

*0¢ §47-11-22. Training of Hunting Dogs.

22.1. It 1is illegal <for a person engaged in the
training of hunting dogs to have in his possession a firearm
or any other Iimplement or device suitable for taking,
killing, or trapping a wild animal or wild bird during the
closed seascn on such wild animal or wild bkird.

22.2. It is illegal for a person to allow a dog that he
owns or a dog that is under his control to chase, pursue, or
hunt deer at any time.

22.3. It is illegal for a person to allow a dog that he
owns ox a dog that is under his control to chase, pursue,
hunt, cr follow upon the track of any wild animal or wild
bird, either day or night, during the period commencing on
May 1 and ending on August 15 of each year, except as
provided in Section 22.3.1 of these regulations.

22.3.1. Dogs may be trained on wild animals and

wild birds, except deer and wild turkeys, on one’s own land
by the landowner or by his bona fide resident tenant, or on
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the lands of ancther perscn with his written permission, or
on pubklic lands.

22.4. Residents may train their dogs 1in counties, or
portions thereof, which have a legal bear hunting season
during the period commencing on August 25 and ending on the
last day in February of the following vear.

22.5. Nenresidents may train their dogs in this State
only during the legal small game hunting season, except as
provided in Sectiocn 22.6 of these regulations.

22.6. Ohio residents may train their dogs in this State
in accordance with the provisions of Secticons 22.1 through
22.3 of these regulations but may not train a dog in any
county, or portion thereof, in which there is a 1legal bear
hunting season except during the legal small game hunting
seascn.
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