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RULE MODIFICATION

FILED

TITLE 47

LEGISLATIVE RULES 1857 1Y 22

wide

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SERIES 6
WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC HUNTING AND FISHING AREAS

§47=-6=-1., General.

1.1. Scope and Purpose. —- This legislative rule
establishes regulations to govern public use of West
Virginia public hunting and fishing areas.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Code §§20-1-7(30) and 20-3-2.
1.3. Filing Date. --
1.4. Effective Date. =--—

tsSr-—-Repeali-eof-Fermer-Rutegr———-Fhis——-Tegistative--rule
repeats-—and--replaces-<4F-——Er5-Rr~~—G-—LPublics--Use-af-Waat
Tirginia-Stakte-Parksr-State-Foresta--——and--State—-Hunting-—-&
Fighing-Aveasf~£ilad-Fume-6+-1585-and-effectiva-Fune-6--1565
and-—aigo-~wepeals-—and-—restaces-—47--E:xS5:R+———-5-4Ruleas-and
Regutatiens-Governing~Shereline-Camping-en——Sovernment-Swned
Regerveir--Areas~—in--West-Yiwginigl-£fited-Besember-36,-~3582
and-effeckive~Fanuary-2+-1583+ - -

§47-6-2. Definitiens.

2.1. *"All-Terrain Vehicle” or ”ATV” means any motor-
driven vehicle specifically designed for off-road
recreational activities that 1is not subject to vehicle
registration reguirements established under the provisions
of Chapter 17A of the West Virginia Code.

2.2. “Department” means the West Virginia Department of
Natural Resources.

2.3. "Public Hunting and Fishing Area” means any public
access area, public hunting area, public fishing area,
public hunting and fishing area, -er- pubklic shooting
ground, or public shooting range administered by the
Pepartment. For the purpose of these regulations, the term
"public hunting and fishing area” shall also include the
West Virginia State Wildlife Center at French CreeX.

2.4. "Public Shocting Range” means any range on a
property owned or administered by the Department which is
cpen to.the general public for the practice of archery,
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pistolry, riflery, trapshooting (skeet), or a combinaticn of
such sports.

§47=6=3. General Regulations.

3.1. Abandoned Property. The Department assumes no
respeonsibility for watercrafit or other personal property
used ¢on a public hunting and fishing area. If such property
is akandoned or left unattended for a perliod 1in excess of
forty-eight (48) hours, the Department may remove and
dispose of such property in accordance with applicable
provisicns of the West Virginia Code.

3.2. Canmping. Tent and +trailer camping on public
hunting and fishing areas is permitted in designated areas
cnly. Any perscn who occuples a campsite for which there is
a rental fee must pay that fee upcocn entering the public
hunting and fishing area.

3.3. Fires. Fires are permitted on public hunting and
fishing areas only in £fireplaces, fire rings, or grates
which have been provided by the State or in areas designated
by the Department. Fires must be completely extinguished
before a person leaves the site of the fire. :

3.4. TLivesteock Grazing. It is illegal to . graze
livestock on a public hunting and fishing area without flrst
cbtaining a special use permit from the Department.

3.5. Noises and Disturbances. Loud cor excessive noise,
discrderly conduct, or cother disturbances are prohibited on
puklic hunting and flshlng arsas.

3.6. Property Damage. It is illegal to cut, damage,
deface, or destroy any building, rock, shrub, sign, tree, or
other property on a public hunting and fishing area.

3.7. Remdval of Objects. It is illegal to remove any
man-made or natural object from a public hunting and fishing
area, except game legally taken during the open seasons
prescribed under 47 C.S.R. 1i, 12, and 20. Objects which
may not be removed included, but are not limited to,
animals, plants, rocks and minerals, sand, and historical or
archaeclogical artifacts. .

3.8. Vehicles in Public Hunting and Fishing Areas.
3.8.1. The maximum speed 1limit for vehicles is

thirty (30) miles per hour, unless a lower speed limit is
posted. All traffic signs and directions must be observad.
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3.8.2. The driving of any vehicle in a manner
which c¢reates a nuisance to other persong by repetitive or
continuous cruising is prohibited.

3.8.3. The use of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and
snowmobiles is prohibited except where specifically
prermitted by posted signs on designated roads and trails.

3.8.4. The driving of any vehicle, amy-aii-tewmeain
vehiete-{aT¥y ATV, cor snowmobile in a manner so as to
harass, chase, or anncy any animal or bird is prohibited.

§47-6=-4., Special Regulations.

dric——haegehtown——Fighermmpan-—-Ascegs~—-Sitar———-tcohalis
beverages-—-are-—prokhibited--within--the--koundaries--of--the
Leachteown-FPishermar-Acsags-—Siktax

42+ 4.1. Stonececal Public Hunting and Fishing Area.
No person may create a shoreline development of any kind on
the lands and waters under the administrative contrecl of the
Department within the boundaries of +the Stonecoal Public
Hunting and Fishing Area.

4+3+ 4.2. West Virginia State Wildlife Center at French
Creek. Alcoholic beverages are prohibited within the
boundaries of the West Virginia State Wildiife Center.

§47=6=5. Department of Commerce Facilities.
5.1. The regulaticns found in 144 C.S8.R. 1 are in
effect . __for those recreational facilities and areas

administered by the West Virginia Department of Commerce in
the follecwing public hunting and fishing areas:

5.1.2. Berwind Lake (McDowell County).

5.1.2. Big Ditch (Webster County).

5.1.3. Bluestone Lake (Mercer and Summers
Counties).

5.1.4.. Laurel Lake (Mingo County).

5.1.5. Moncove Lake (Monroce County).

2.1.6. Pleasant Creek {Barbour andé Taylor
Counties).

5.1.7. Plum Orchard Lake (Fayette County).
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5.1.8. Teter Creek Lake (Barbour County).

§47-6-6. Public Sheeting Ranges.

6.1. FHours of Operatlon. Hours of operaticn will be
posted at the entrance to each public shooting range and no
person may utilize the range except during the posted hours.
The range may be temporarily closed at the discretion of the
regponsible district game bioleogist or area manager.

6.2. Range Safety. Each shooter wutilizing a public
shooting range must cbserve all posted range safety rules.
A range safety sign will be posted at the entrance to the
shooting area to enumerate, at a minimum, the following
safelty rules:

£€.2.1. All firearms must be unloaded and firearm
handling must cease while any verson is forward of the
firing line. The firing line shall be defined as the 1line

directly in front of and parallel to the shooting benches.

5.2.2. No perscn may move forward of the firing
line until all firing has ceased and all firearms have been
unloaded and placed on the shooting benches.

6.2.3. TFirearms must be pointed downrange at all

times.

6.3. Shooting Range Targets.

6.3.1. Glass or metal containers may not be used
as _targets on any public shooting range.

6.3.2. After use, targéts or silhouettes must be
removed from the range by the shooter or disposed of in
containers provided at the range.

6.4. OQther Prohibitions.

6.4.1. Alcocholic beverages are prohibited within

6.4.2. No perseon may handle a weapon a2t a public
shooting range while under the influence of a.cohol, a
contrclled substance or . other drug, cr while under the
combined influence of alcohol and a controlled supstance or
other drug.
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