NCTICE CF FUSLIC HEARTNG OR CCOMMENT PERICD {21 PROPCSED RULE

CENT PERICD

AEECTY: West Virginia Department of Energy

RUIE T7PE:  Legislative

RULE TTTLE: Rules and Regulations Governing the Standards for

Certification of Blasters

A COMENT PERICD OW THE ABOVE PRCPCSED RULE HAS BEEN SCHELUIED AND WILL

BD N February 20, 1987aT 4:30 p.m. | WRITTEN COMMENTS ARE Td BE

METIED TO THE FOLIOWING ADDRESS: WV Department of Energy, 1615

Washington Street, E., Charleston, WV 25311 ATTN: Tony Grbac
TEE TSSUES TO BE HEARD SHALL BE IIMITEL. TO THE DROBOSED RULE.

fWA T adk




- NOTICE CF FUELIC HEARTNG CR COMMENT PERICD ON A PROPCSED RUILE

PUSLIC HEARING

AGENCY: West Virginia Department of Energy

RULE TYPE: legiglative

RUIE TITIE: Rules and Regulations Governing the Standards for

Certification of Blasters

A PUBLIC HEARING N THE ASCVE PRCPCOSED RULE WILL EF =I=Ip 27 10:00 a.m.

CY¥ February 20, 1987 2T Department of Energy Confererce Roam,

1615 Washinaton Street, E., Charleston, WV

COI2ENTS ARE LIMITED TO: ORAL WRITT=N BOTE X

COMENTS MAY AISQ BE MATIFD TO: VWV Department of Energy, 1615

Washington Street, E., Charleston, WV 25311 ATTN: Tony Grbac

THE DEPARTVENT REQUESTS THAT PERSONS WISHDNG TO MAKE COMMENTS AT TEE .

IERRTNG MAXE AN EFFCRT TC SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS I CRDER TO FACITITATE- —-—-o-
2 REVIEW OF THESE CCHMENTS.

THE ISSUES TO EE HEARD SEAIL BE LIMITED TO TEE PROPOSED RULE, - --- - = -




WEST VIRCGINIA ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

CHAPTER 22-4 FiED
SERIES
, _ - 237 JAN -7 Ad ik 32
SUBJECT: RULES AND REGULATICONS GOVERNING THE STANDARDS FCR
CERTIFICATICON OF BLASTERS FOR SURFACE COAL MINES AND . , 7~ s -
SURFACE AREAS OF UNDERCGROUND COAL MINES 2= g;’g oAl
Section 1. General
1.01 Scope - These rules and regulations pertzin to the certification

of blasters for surface coal mines and surface areas of underground coal mines
by the Department of Energy for the Department of Energy.

1.02 “Authority - Tﬁese rules and regulations are issued under zuthority
of West Virginid Code, Chaﬁter 22,-Article 9, Section 6, as amended, in
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 28-4, Article 3 of the West Virginia
Code and in accordance with the Resolution of understanding by the Board of

Miner Training, Education and Certification, dated December 4, 1979.

1.03 Effective Date - These rules and regulations meet the requirements

of Chapter 29-3, Ccde of West Virginia, as aménded, are promulgéted on the

day of ' , 1987, and hecome effective on the

day of . S , 1987..

1.04 Filinz Date - These rules and regulations were filed in the Office

of the Secretary of State on , , 1887,

1.08 Certification « These rules and reguiations are certified

authentic by the Commissioner of the Depariment of Energy for these portions

under his jurisdiction.




Bection 2. Definitions

2,01 Blast - Any and all detonator(s), explosive(s), and/or blasting
agent(s) being initiated simultanscusly by a single energy source.

2.02 Detonaticon - An explosive reaction, also caliled a detonation-;ave,
that moves through the material at a velocity greater than the speed of sound
in the material.

2.03 Ce;tified -;Shall mean a person who has successfully completed an
examination in accordance with Section 5.03 of these rules and regulations and
is considered certified on record by the Department of Ensrgy per Section 3.01
of these riles and regulations. |

T 2.04 7T Ezplosive(s) - Any chemical compound, mixture or device; the

primary or common purpose of which is to function by explosion; incliuding, but
not limited to, water gel, slurries, emulsicns, dvnamites, permissibles,

| pellet pbwder,"blaéting 2aps, cast primers and boosters, detonating cord,
detonating cord delay ccanectors, and blasting agents.

2.05 Surface Mine and Surface Area of Underground Mine - Shall mean all

areas surface mined or being surface mined as well as adjacent areas ancillary
to the operations, together with preparation and processing plants; storage
areas and haulageways, roads, shops and irails; which are covered by the
provisicns cf Chapter QErA, Avticle 3 of the Cods of Weast Virginia, as amended.

Section 3. Criteria for Certification of Blasters

3.01 Certified Blaster

(AY In every surface coal mine or surface arez of any underground
coal mine when blasting operaticns are being conducted one vear after the
effective date of these regulations, a Certified Blaster will bhe responsible
for the handling and use of explosives for each and every blast in accordance
with the klasting plans approved for the permit. Each applicant for Certi-

fication as a Blaster shall: (1) Have had at least one year active bhlasting
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experience within the past three vears; (2) Hold a current permit issued by
the State Fire Marshall's office; and (3) Have demonstrated his knowledge and
skill of the use, handling and storage of explosives and zll state and federal
igws pertaining thereto by completing such training and certification ezamina-
ticas as may be required by these regulations.

(B) Training reguirements shall include, but ars not limited to,
those subject éreas set forth in Section 5.02(A)(1) and Section 5.03(AY(1) of
these regulations and the requirements of 30 CFR Part 48 for initial and
annual refresher training. One yvear of active blasting experience, with on-

the-job Training shall be required prior to certification.

‘Section 4. Certified Blaster Ezxaminers/Inspectors

All persons emploved by the Department of Energy whose duties will
include ezamining and certifving blasting personnel and/or inspecting blasting
operations snhall be Certified Blaster Examiners/Inspectors.

Section 5. Ezaminaticns

5.01 Certification under the provisicns of 5.02 does not constitute _.
certification under the provisions of Secticn 3.01, however, certification
under. Section 35.03 would suffice for certification under Section 4.

5.02  Examinaticns for Certified Blaster Examiners/Inspectors

(A) Ezamination for Certified Blaster Examiner/Inspsctor shall

: i
inciude ipformation presented in the Study Guide for West Virginia Surface

Mine Blasters and shall consist of three parts:

(1) Written multiple choice examination covering:
(a) Tvpes of explosives and their properties, to
ineclude selecticon;
(b) Blasting equipment and accessories, to include

blasting machines;
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(c)

(d)

(&)
(f)

(k)
&Y
(3

(k)

Blast dimensions and calculations, to include
geologic and topographic considerations, blast hole
design, flyrock control, secondary blasting, and
blast plans;

Delay systems, to include pattern design, field
lavout, and initiation systems;

Timing;

Blast vibration and vibration control, to include
airblast, monitoring techniques, and use of pre-
blast surveys;

Loading and shooting, to include priming, scheduling,
site cogtrol, warning signals and unpredictable
hazards;

Storage and transportation of explosives;

Record keeping and reporting;

Current state and federal laws and regulations
relating to the use, storage and transportation of
explosives, the training and certification of
hlasting personnel, and blasting signs;

Responsibilities of a certified blaster.

f
_ (2) Written simulation - Correctly and properly completing a

blasting log.

(3% Hands on simulaticn - Wiring, checking and shooting a

blast.

(B) A score of 70 per cent for part (1) and satisfactory completion

of parts (2) and (3) are required for successful passage of the examination.
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An individual who fails to achieve a passing score may retake the examination
subject to Department of Znergv's direction.

5.03° Examination for Certified Blaster

(A) Ezxaminzation for Certified Blaster shall inciude information

presented in the Study Cuide for West Virginia Surface Mine Blasters and shall

consist of three parts:
’ (1) Written multiple choice examination covering:

{a) Tvpes of explosives and their properties, to
include selections;

{b) Blasting eguipment and accessories, to include
bIasting machines;

{¢) Blast di&ensions and caleculations, to include
geologic and topographic considerations, blast hole
design, flyvrock control, secondary blasting, and
blast plans;

(d) DBelay systems, to include pattern design, field
layout, and initiation systems;

(e) Timing;

(£) Blast vibraticon and vibration control, to include
airblast, monitoring techniques, and use of pre-
blast surveys; |

(g) ' Loading and shooting, to include priming,
scheduling, site control, warning signals and
tnpradictable hazards;

(h) Storage and transportation of explosives;

(i) Record keeping and reporiing;




(i) Current state and federal laws and regulations
relating to the use, storage and transportation of
explosives, the training and certification of
blasting perscnnel, and blasting signs;

(k) Responsibilities of a certified btlaster.

(2) Written simulation - Correctlv and properly completing a
blasting log.

(3) Hands on simulation - Wiring, checking and shooting a
blast.

(B) A score of 80 per cent for part (1) and a "passing grade" on
parts (2) and (3), which are graded on a pass-fail basis,-ares required for
successiul passage of the examinatién.

(C) A1l individuals shall be notified of thelr scores within 30
days of completing the examination. An individual who fails to achieve a
passing score on any of the three parts mav apply to retake the entire
examination by filing an application for examination in accordance with the
provisions of Secticn € of these rules and regulations after receiving
notification of their score.

Section 8. Certification Procedures

8.01 Conditions/Practices Prohibiting Certification

(&) Qertificaﬁion aé a ce?tified blaster shall not be_issﬁed o
perscons wno: (1) Are currently addicted to alechol, narcotics, or other
dangerous drugs; or (2) Have exhibited a pattern of conduct inconsistent with
acceptance of responsibility for blasting cperations.

(B) Addiction to or unlawful use of alcohol, narcotics or other
dangerous drugs in the work place, shall cause any blaster's certification

already in force to ve suspended or rsvoked.
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(C) A pattern of conduct which is not consistent with acceptance
of responsibhility for blasting operations, i.e. repeated or willful wviolaticns
of state or federal laws pertaining to explosives shall be grounds for
suspension or revocation of a blasters certification.

6.02 Application for Certification as a Certified Blaster - Prior to

taking an examination for certification an individual rust submit an application
to take such e;amination on a form prescribed by the Commissioner, Department of
Energy. Upon receipt of an applicaticon for examination, the Department shall,
after determining compliance with the provisions of Section 3 of these regula-
tions, notify the applicant of the date, time and location of the scheduled
“examination. Prior to the effective date as shown in Section 1.03 of these
rules and regulations, examinationé will be scheduled hased upon facility and
manpower availability at the varicus division locations. TFollowing the
effective date as shown in Section 1.03 of these rules and regulations,
examinations will be regularly scheduled on a menthly basis.

5.03 Certification - Upon determination that an applicant for certi-

fication has satisfacteorily passed thes examination, the Department shall,
within 30 days of the examination date, issue to such irdividuzal a certiflcate
indicating that he is a Certified Blaster.

Section 7. Recertification Bequirements for Certified Blaster

i
7.01. Recertification

(A) Recertification of ali Certified Blasters is required every
three vears.  FEach applicant for recertification must be currently certified
and submit validated documentation to the Department of Energy of conformance
with the requirements of Section 3.01 of these rules and regulations on forms
to be prescribed by the Comissioner.

(BY Validated proof of one shift of refresher training, as

provided for in Sectin 3.01 (B), within the previous 12 calendar months must
-7-




e sumitted along with the other wvalidation required by this Section unless

the applicant's one vear of active blasting experience was completed anytime
during the previcus 12 calendar months.

{C) Compliance with 6.C1 of these rules and regulations shall he
required for recertification in the same manner as for certificaticn.

7.02 Re-examination - No Certified Blaster shall be recertified two

consecutive times unless, upon the second applicaticon, the applicant also
successfully passes the examinaticn as required in Section 5.03 of these rules
and regulations.

Section 8. Presentaticn of Certificate; Transfer; and, Delegaticn Of
Authority

8.01 Presentation of Certificate

(A) Upcn certification each blaster shall comply with Section 6
of West Virginia Department of Energy's Administrative Regulations, Chapter
22~4, Series 37.

(B} Upon reguest of an authorized representative of the
Commissioner, West Virginia Department of Energy; or, Director, Office of
Surface Mining, U.S. Department of Interior, a certified blaster shall exhibit
his or her certificate tc the requesting representative.

(C) The Certified Blaster, shall take all reasonable means to
protect his Certificate from loss or wiauthorized duplication, and shall
imnediatéiy report any such loss or duplication to the Department of Energy.

8.02 Transfer - Blaster's certifications shall not be transferred or
assignad.

8.03 Delegation of Authority - Certified blasters shall not delegate

+their authority or responsibility to any individual who is not a certified

blaster in accordance with these rules and regulations.
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8.04 Withdrawal of Certification - Pursuant to Chapter 224, Article 14,

Section 28, the Commissioner of the Department of Epergy may initiate procesed-
ings charging a person certifié& in accordance wifh Section 31, Article 3,
Chapter 224 with neglect or failure to perform duties mandated by Articles 1A
and 2, Chapter 22A, and regulations promulgated thereto; Article 3, Chapter
224, and regulations promulgated thereto; or, these regulaticons.

Section 9. Blasting Crew - Persons who are not certified and who are

assigned to a blasting crew or assist in the use of explosives shall receive

directions and on-the-job training from a certified blaster.
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STATE CF WEST VIRGINIA F “ F!“;
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY T I AT
1615 WASHINGTON STREET, EAST IR+ e A £ R
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25311
TELEPHONE; 348-3500 R -
ARCH A. MOORE, JR. KENNETH R. FAERSER
GOVERNOR ) : - COMMISSIONER

January 7, 1987

The Honorzble Ken Hechler
Secretary of State

State Cazpitol Building
Charleston, West Virginia

Dear Secretary Hechler: el o

Submitted herewiih are proposed emergency
regulations entitled Rules and Regulations Governing
the Standards for Certification of Blasters under
the authority of Chapter 22, Article 9, Section 6
of the Code of West Virginia.

These proposed emergency rules are respectfully
submitted for your review, approval, and filing.
Your cooperation in this matter is very much

appreciated.
Sincerely,
Ro;éiﬁj%A;all
Administrator
RTH/ba

Encleosure




