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TME 10
LEGISLATIVE, RULES
STATE DBOARD OF EXAMTNEES
FOR LICFNSED PRACTICAL NURSES
SERTES &
CORTINUING COMPETENCE

§10-6-1. General.

1.3. Scope. -- These legislative Rules establish requirements for continuing competerce to practice practical
nursing. They set forth both Continuing Education Reguiremenis and Minimum Practice Requirements.

1.2. BRuthority. —— WV Code §30-7A-5 ~
1.3. Filing Date. --
1.4, Effective Date. -- - oL

§10~6-2. Definition of Tarms. Comtimming Competence

2.1. "approved provider' means a local, state or patiomal agency, organizaticn or association recognized by the
Board. o . B

2.9, "Audit" means the selection of licensees for verification of satisfactory completion of cootinuing
sducation and practice requirements during a specified time period; or the selection of approved providers for
verification of adherenca to continuing education approved provider requirements during a specified time period.

2.3, "Continuing educatioa™ means planned, organized learning activities engaged in following initial licensure
and designed to maintain, improve, or expand a practical nurses' knowledge and skills or to develop new knowledge
and skills related to nursing to enbamce practice, education, or theory development to the end of improving the

bealth of the public.

2.4, "Practical nursing practice’ means performance of nursicg acts under the directicn of a registered nurse,
licensed physician or licensed dentist, for which a license to practice is required.

2.5. "Formal offering" means an extension course, independent study, or other couwrse which is offered, for
college credit, by a recognized educational Instituticn.

2.7 "ipformal offering'' means a workshep, seminar, institute, conference, lecture, short term course, or
organized independent study which is offered for credit in contact bours or coptinning education wmits.

2.8. "Independent study" means a program of learning designed by an approved provider for the practical nurse
who completes the program at the individual’s pace, e.g., bome study, programeed instructioen.

2.9, "Self study" means a program of learning designed by the licensee to enbance kmowledge and skill and not
approved by an approved provider. B

§10-6-3, Cootiming Competence - a Prerequizite for Heodwal
3.1. Continuing Competsnce
3.1.1. Coptinuing Education Reguirements

3.1.1,1. Each applicant for repewal of a license, if the license is currently active, or reinstatepent of
a license if a license is lapsed or on the nop-practicing list, shall verify that bhe or she bas satisfactorily
completed twenty-four (24) contact howrs of continuing education during the prescribed two {2) year reporting
pericd. :

Units of measurement used for continuing education courses are as follows:
2. 1 contact hour = 50 minutes of instruction
b. 1 contact hour = 50 minutes of clinical or laboratory practice in an informal offering
c. 1 cogtinning education unit (CEU) = 10 contact bours of instructice
4. 1 academic semester homr = 15 ccatact hours of instruction
e. 1 academic guarter bour - 10 contact hours of lpstruction

3.1.1.2. During the fiscal year, July 1, 1993, through Jume 30, 1994, each licensed practical nurse with
an active license to practice practical nursing in West Virginia shall complete a minimwm of twelve (12) hours of
continuing education as approved by these rules. The licensed practical ourse shall report his or ber continuing
education activities to the Board po later than Jume 30, 1994, with the applicaticn for renewal of his or her
practical nurse license for the fiscal year, July 1, 1994, to June 30, 1895.
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2.1.1.3. After the above one year phase-in pericd, each licensed practical nurse with an active license
to practice practical pursing in West Virginia shall complete twenty four {24} bours of continuing education , as
approved by these rules, every two fiscal years. On or befare Jume 30, 1996, and every other June 30 thereafter,
each licensed practical marse shail file a report of such continuing edocation activities with the board at the
time the licensee files an appl:.cat:.on for renewal of his or ber licemse to practice practical oursing in West

Virginia. . . . N

3.1.1.4. The board sball not grant credit for identical coptinuing education activitles submitted during
any single two (2) year reporting period. Continuing edvcation credits from a previous two (2) year reporting
pericd may oot be used, nor sball credits be accurulated for use in a future two {2) year reporting period.

3.1.2. Practical Nersing Practice Reguirements

3.1.2.1. Each applicant for renewal of a license, if the licemsa is curreatly active, or reinstatement of
a license, if the license is lapsed or on the non~practicing list, shall verify that he or she has engaged in four
hpdred {400} clock hours of practical narsing practice within the prescribed two (2) year reporting period.

3.1.2.2. During the fiscal gear, July 1, 1853, through June 30, 19%4, each licensed practical nurse with
an active license to practice practical pursing inm West Virginia shall engege in a minimm of two bundred (200)
clock hours of practical nursing practice as specified ip these rules. The licensed practical nurse shall file
a report with the board certifying that he or she has met the minimom practical nursing practice requiremenis no
later than Jume 30, 1934, at the time {he licepsee files applicaticm for remewal of his ar her license to practice
practical mrsing for the fiscal year, July 1, 1994, to Jume 30, 1985.

3.1.2.3. After the above cne year phase-in period, each licensed practical nurse with an active license
to practice practical pursing in West Virginia shall engage in 2 minimum of four hundred (400} clock howrs of
practical nursing practice, as approved by these rules, every two fiscal years. Om or before June 30, 1936, and
every other June 30 thereafter, each licemsed practical nurse sball file a report with the board cert:.fying that
he or she has met the minimom practicel pursing practice requiresents, at the time the licensse files the
application for remewal of his or her licemse to practice practical rursing.

3.1.3. Exceptions to Continuing Competence Regquirements

The Board shall exempt from the cortinning competence requirements a licenses who qualifies for
exceptions set forth in this rule.

3,1.3.1. A licensee who obtains a license for the first time in the West Virginia during the first
iwelve mopths of any twenty-four (24) month reporting period shall coamplete itwelve (12) hours in approved
continning educaticn activities, as set forth in this rule, before the end of the cumrent reporting peried ., 2
licensee who obtains a license for the first time in West Virginia during the second twelve (12) mooths of any
twenty-four (24) mooth reporting period is exempt fra'e the coptinwing educaticen requirements far the entire
reporting peried.

3.1.3.2, 2 licensee who cbtains a license for the first time in the West Virginia during the first
iwelve months of any twenty-four {24) month reparting period sball engage in itwo hundred (200) clock hours of
practical pursing practice, as set forth ip this rule, before the end of the current reporting period. A licensee
who obtains a license for the first time in West Virginia during the second twelve {12) months of amy twenty~four
{24) mwonth reporting period is evempt from the minimm practice requirements for the entire reporting period,

3.1.3.3. A licensee who resides outside of West Virginia and who holds a current license io practice in
a state other than West Virginia which also has mandatory comtinuing education is exempt from the continuing
educaticn requiremenis set forth in this rule. 3 licenses whe claims this excepticn shall retain evidencs of the
cut-of-state license. The licensee shall present such evidence to the Board upon reguest. 1 licensee who claims
an exception from the continping education reguirements is pot exempt from the requirement to file a report
certifying that he or she meets has met minimom practical nursing practice requ:ranents with the application for
renewal of the l:.cense to practice prac’ucal pursing in West Vlrglma as prov:.@d in subparagraﬁ 3.1.2.1. of this
rule. -

3.1.3.4, A licensee who is eproiled, full time, iman eds.lcationalprogran leading to an associate deg::ee,
diploma, or baccalaureate degree in pursing has complied with all continping competence requirements,

3,1.3.5. A licensee who is a government esployee working as a licensed praciical nurse and assigned to
duty cutside the United States during the estire reparting period, or who is serving on active duty in the military
during the entire reporting period bas complied with the all cootinning competence reguirements during the period
of sarvice with the government or on active duty with the military. A licensee who claims this exception shall
retaip evidence of Government sarvice or active dity with the military and shall present such evidence to the board
upen request, A licensee who is a goverrment employee worldog as a licensed practical purse cutside the United
States or who is serving on active duty with the military for more than three (3) months, but less than twelve (12)
months of any twenty-four (24) month reporting period is required io complete twalve (12) bours of approved
continuing education activities and engege in two hundred (200) clock hours of practical nursing practice, as set
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forth in this rule, before the end of the current reporting period. A licensee who 1z a government employee
working as a licensed practical nurse cutside the United Staies or who is serving oo active duty with the
military for more than twelve (12) months of any twenty-four (2¢) month reporting period is ewempt from the
continuing education requirements and the minimom practical mursing practice requirements for the entire reporting
period. : }

3.1,3.56. The board may grant a waiver to a licensee who bas a physical or mental disability or illmess
or who is providing direct care to a member of his or her immediate family during all or a porticn of the two (2)
year reporting peried. 1 waiver provides for an extension of time or exception from same or all of the coniinuing
Competence requirements. Any licensee may request an application for a waiver frem the board. The board shall
approve or deny an application for waiver after review of the application. The board shall not grant an exception
from continuing cometence requirements for more than cne (1), two (2) year reporting period, as set forth in this
rule.

3.1.4 Failure to meet requiremepts or excepiions to requirements

The Board may take the following actiops if a licensee fails to meet the coptinuing coopetence
requirements or the conditions for exceptions for renewal.

3.1.4.1, The board may place the license on mea-practicing status withcut penalty acd may waive the
contimuing competency requirements, providing that the licensee potifies the board in writing of his or her desire
to bave the board place his or her license on non-practicing status befare the last day of the reperting peried.
The Board shall not charge a fee to place the license ob pon-practicing status.

3.1.4.2. The board shall lapse the license of apy person wha fails to notify the beard, in writing, prier
to the last day of the reporting period that be or she wishes to place bis or ber license co the non-practicing

status.
3.1.5. Reinstatement of a license on pem-practicing or lapsed status or issvcance of a limited licansae.
3.1.5.1. B person wishing to reinstate a license from pop-practicing status or from lapsed statns shall
comply with the following requirements. The personm shall:
a. make application for reinstatement of the license from mon-practicing status or lapsed statos,

b, meet the continning competence requirements as set forth in this rule, and

c. pay the fee for reinstatement of nop-practicing or lapsed license as specified in 10 C5R 4,
Fees for Services Rendered by the Board.

3.1.5.2. 2 person who wishes to reinstate a license but is zot able to meet reguirements for reinstatement
of a non-practicing or a lapsed license shall request a limited license.

3.1.5.2.1. B limited license is a license which is valid for ninety (90} days, during which time the
licensee shall: .
a. satisfactorily complete a refresher course of at least eighty {80) clock hours of theory
and eighty {80) clock hours of clinical practice recognized by an approved provider and
designed for practical nurses returning to practice after a period of absence from
the work setting.

b. engage in a minimm of two hundred {200) clock bours of practical oursing practice under
the direct supervision of a gualified supervisor and secure twelve (12) conmtact hours
of conptinuing education, or:

The board shall issue an unrestricted license when a licensee provides verification that he or she has
met coe of the above requirements, The board shall not recew a limited license issued for non compliance with

continuing competence requirements.
3.1.5.2.2. B licenses who does not meet regquirements provided under this section for limited license,
is required to pass the pational licensure examination for practical nurses which tests competency for beginning
practical nursing practice.
3.2. 2udit of Licensees

The board may select any licensee who bolds a current licepse to audit for coppliance with continwing
campetence requirecents.
3.2.1. To comply with the andit requast froe the board, a licensee shall submit legible coples of certificates
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of attendance at continuing education offerings, transcripis of courses taken, notices received from the board
granting special approval of informai offerings from nom-azpproved providers, and the name, telephons nmrber and
mailing address of bis or ker employer to verify practical nursing practice. The board may require the licensee
to submit & job description to verify his or her esployment In a nursing position which meets the requirements of
subparagraph 3.1.2.1, of this rule. ) a

2.2.2,. The licensee shall submii the requived documents within thirty {30) days of the date he or she
receives notification of the avdit. The board may grant an extension of time for submission of the docmments,
on an individual basis, and in cases of hardship, providing the licensee makes a wriitten request for an extension
of time and provides justification for such reguest.

3.2.3.. Licensees are required to keep certificates of attendance at continuing education offerings, letters
verifving special approval for informal offerings from non-approved providers, transcripts of courses, and
documentation of campliance with exceptions for a two (2) year pericd folleowing submission of continuing education
activities to the board.

3.2.4. The board shall notify the licensee of the satisfactory completion of the audit.

3.2.5. If a person fails to submit the avdit information requested by the beard or meet standards
in subparagraph 3.1.1. or 3.1,2. of this rule, the board shall oot renew a license befere such audit is completed.

3.2.8. The board shall take action as prescribed io 10 CSR 2, Policies Requlating to Licepsure of
the Licensed Practical Nurse, against any licensee whe submits false information to the beoard,

3,2.7, A licensee who fails to notify the board of a current mailing address is not absolved from
the audit requirements. The board shall not renew 2 license before the andit is completed.

§10-6-4. Cortimuing Education - Providers

4,1. The Board shall reccgmize as approved providers an agency which meef miniman provider standards in
subparagraph 4.2 of these rules. Approved providers include, but are not be limited to:

hmerican Diabetes Association - State Affiliates
Emerican Heart Asscociation - State Affiliates

imerican Medical Assoclation - State Affiliates

Mmerican Hurses 3sscclation - State affiliates

hmerican Psychological Assoclation - State Affiliates
Mmerican Bed Cross - State Affiliates

Boards of Nursing - United States and Territories
Commission on Aging

Licensed Practical Nurses Association of West Virginia
HBedicare and Medicaid Certified Long Term Care Facilities
National Association for Practical Nurse Education and Service
NHaiiomal Federatiop of Licenssd Practical Nurses

Natiomal League for Mursing - State Affiliates

North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
Fest Virginia Comcil of Eome Health Agencies

West Virginia Department of Edocation

West Virginia Department of Health

West Virginia Heaith Care Associatlen

West Virginia Hospital Association

West Virginia Nurses Assoclation

West Virginia Vocatiopal and Technical Educaticn Centers
Cther West Virginia health-related licensing boards

Other naticnal, regiopal, or state nursing, medical, or allied health organizations

The Board shall accept courses and programs provided by accredited schools, colleges or unlversities and
programs offered by institoiions accredited by the Jeint Comuissicn on Accreditation of Health Care Organizatien
or the American Association of Ostegpathic Hospitals as well as facilities and agencies certified o receive
medicare and medicaid reimbursement.

The Board shall consider written requests to designate other local, state or pational agencies,
organizations and associaticns as approved providers.

The Board shall meintain a current list of approved providers which shall be available to the public
upon request. Providers whe fail to meet the minimm acceptable provider standards shall be notified, in writing,
of specific deficisncies and given a reasopabla period of time to correct deficlencies. An approved provider who
does not correct deficiencies within the specified time period may be removed fram the list of approved providars.
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4.2. Mininamn Standards for Approved Providers
4.2.1. The duration of the activity shall be least one (1) contact hour.
4,2.2. The provider shall prepare writien cbiectives, in measurable terms, which describe what a licensee can
expect to learn. - _ o o ’
4,2.3, The program conteni shall relate 1o the program chiectives.

4,2.4, The provider shall furnish the instructor's gualifications in the subject areas to be taught to the
participant, in writing.

4.2.5. The provider shall establisgh a written method to determine whether the participant has achieved the
stated objectives of the offering. Methods may include but are pot limited to self-evalpation check lists or

tesis.

4.2.6, The provider shall furmish a wriiten statement of completion to each participant who satisfactorily
corpletes each continuing education activity which is signed by the instructor or an individual designated by the
instructor. )

4.2.7. The provider shall give each participant a grade indicating satisfactory completion of the each
contipuing education activity.

4.2.8. The provider sball maintain a record of individuals who attend a continuing education offering for a
pericd of not less thap three (3) years.

4,3, Independent Study -

4.3.1, TIndependent study activities may Include mediated learning, such as educatiomal television, audic
cassettes, and printed media, designed as programmed learning units.

4.3.2. Contact hour eguivalents for approved independent study shall be based cn contact bours approved by
the approved provider.

4.4. Self Study

4.4.1. Self study, may include activities which the licensee determines will enhance skills and knewledge
of nursing, such as reading professional jowrnals, watching educatiopal television and listening to audic cassettes
that are pot designed as programmed learning units, and are not approved by an appruved provider.

4.4.2. The board shall base coptact hour equivalents for self study on the actual time spent by the
licensee.

4.4.3. The board will permit credit of a total of five (5) contact hours of self study toward ike continning L
education reguirement for any two (2) year reporting period.

4.5, Continuing Educaticn Subjects

4,5.1, Continuing educatico offerings shall reflect the educational needs for the learmer in order to meet
the health care needs of the consumer and may comsist of ome or more of the following subject areas:

4,5.1.1. Nursing practice areas and special health care problems;

4,%.1.2. The blcloglcal, physical, social and behavioral sciences;

4.5.1.3. The legal aspects of health care;

4.,5.1.4. Management of health care perscnpel and patient care;

4.5,1.5. Teaching and learning process for health care personnel and patients;

4.5.1.6. Subjects relating to pursing practice which are reguired as part of a formel pursing prograe and
which are more advanced than those completed for original licensure.

4.5.1 The following activities are pot acceptable for continuing educaticn credit;
4,5.1.1 Jjcb related clinical practics,
4.5.1.2. development and presentation of programs as part of the licensees on-going job responsibilities,
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4,5.1.3. orientation and update of policies and procedures specific to the licensee's employing facility;
and

4,5.1,4, activities which are part of a licensee‘s usual jeb responsibility.
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then the Judielar:

A BILL teo amend and reenacht section seventeen, article nine,
. chapter sixty-four of the code of West Virginia, one thousand
nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, relating to authorizing

. the West Virgig%@‘pgayqﬁqg_ega;iners for licensed practical
nurses to promulgate legislative rules relating to céntinuing

. competence,

That section seventeen, article nine, chapter sixty-~four of
the code of West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one,
as amended, be amended and reenacted, to read as fcllows:

ARTICLE 9. AQTHQR;Q&?;QE_FQR_&IQE?PANEOUS AGENCIES AND BOARDS TO

PROMULGATE LEGISLATIVE RULES. |
§64-9-17., West Virginia board of examiners for 1licensed

practical nurses.
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{a) The legislative rules filed in the state register on the
thirtieth day of July, one thousand nine hundred eighty-six,
modified by the West Virginia board of examiners for licensed
practical nurses %*¢ meet the objections of the legislative
rule~making review committee and refiled in the state register on
the thirtieth day of September, one thousand nine hundred
eighty-six, relating to the West Virginia board of examiners for
licensed practical nurses (policies relating to licensure of the
licensed practical nurse), are authorized.

(k) The legislative rules filed in the state register on the
thirtieth day of July, one thousand nine hundrad eighty-six,
relating te the West Virginia board of examiners for licensed
practical nurses ({legal standards of nursing practice for the

licensed practical nurse), are authorized.

{c} The legislative rules filed in the state register on the
thirtieth day of July, one thousand nine hundred eighty-six,
relating to the West Virginia becard o¢f examiners for licensed
practical nurses {fees for services rendered by the board), are
authorized.

(d) The legislative rules filed in the stat eglister o©
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cene, relating tg the West Virginia board of examiners for

licensed practical nurses (continuing combetence) are authorized.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to authorize the West
Virginia Board of Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses to
promulgate legislative rules :g;gtingmgp_continqing competence.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from
the present law, and underscoring indicates new language that
would be added.
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Corporztiens, (304) 558.2000

TO: Nancy Wilson

AGENCY: Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses

FROM: JUDY COQPER, DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION

DATE: August 27, 1892

THE ATTACHED RULE RECENTLY FILED BY YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN ENTERED
INTO OUR COMPUTER S5YSTEM. PLEASE REVIEW, PROOF AND RETURN IT WITH
ANY CORRECTIONS. IF TEERE ARE NO CCRRECTICNS, PLEASE SIGN THIS
MEMO AND RETURN IT TO THIS OFFICE. YOU WILL BE SENT & FINAL
VERSION OF 'THE RULE FOR YOUR RECORDS.,

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED RULE OR THIS FORM WITHIN TEN
(10} WORKING DAYS OF THE DATE YOU RECEIVED THIS REQUEST. CALL IF

YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

SERIES: 6 TITLE: 10 Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses
* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND IS CORRECT.

SIGNED:

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING:

DATE:

kkkkkkddhhdhhkktdbhhdhhkkabikd bbbt hit

* THE ATTACHE‘.D RULE HAS BEEN REVI;-:WED AND NEEDS CORRECTING. THE
CORRECTIONS MAVE BEE M.A
) £
SIGNED: l Gll'?, A!/ A M/ a0/ L.
&f / !
TITLE o jor: I NING. S+, . o ,_-,:
DATE : 9 ab// ot / 74
NOTE : IF YOU ARE NOT THE PERSON WHO HANDLES THIS émzjz,i EPLEASE

FORWARD TO THE CORRECT PERSON.




