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TIILE 10
LEGISLATIVE RULES
STMTE BQARD OF EXAMTWERS
FCR LICENSED PRACTICAL HURSES
SERTES &
CORTIRUING COMPETERCE

§10-6-1, Geperal.

1.1. B8cope. -- These legislative Rules establish requirements for cortinuing competence to practice practical

nursing. They set forth boih Continuing Educaticn Requiremenis and Minimum Practice Requirements.
1.2, 2utherity. -- WV Code 530-73-5
J1.3. Filing Date. --
1.4. Effectiive Date., -~ - -

§10-6-2. Definition of Terms. Contimiing Competence

2.1+ "Bpproved provider" meaps a local, state or national agency, orgenizatlon or association recognizaed by ine
Board. '

2.2, VBudit! means the selection of licensees for verification of satisfastery completion of continuing
educalion and practice reguirements during a specified time period; or the selection of approved providers for
verification of adherence to corntinuing education aporoved provider requirements during a specified iime period.

2.3. "Continuing education” means planned, organized learning activities engaged in following initial licensure
and desigred to maintain, improve, or expand a practical purses' imowledge and skills or to develcp rew lmowledge
and skills related to nursing to enhance practice, education, or theory development to ithe end of improving the
health of ihe public,

2.4. "Practical nursing practice"” means performance of nursing acts under the direction of a registered nurse,
licensed physiclan or licensed demtist, for which a licerse {0 practice is required.

2.5,  YPormal offering" means an extension course, independent study, cr other course which is offersd, for

college credit, by 2 recognized educational institutionz.

2.7 "Informal offering"” means a workshop, seminar, institute, conference, lecture, short term course, cor
organized independent study which is offered for credit in contact hours or contimuing education units.

2.8. "Ipderendent study" means a prograw of learning designed by an approved provider for the praciical nurse
who completes the program at the individual's rpace, e.g., home study, programmed instruction.

2.9. MZelf study" weans a program of learning designed by the licensee Lo enhance lmowledge and skill and not
approved by an approved provider.

§10-6-3. Contirming Competence - a Prerequisite for Repewal
3.1. Continuing Coopetence -
3.1.1. Continuing Education Requirements
3.1.1.1. Each applicant for renewal of a licemse, if the license is currenily active, or reinstatement of
a license if a license is lapsed or onr the mon-practicing list, shall verify that he or she has satisfactorily
compleied twenty-four (24) contact hours of contimuing educaticn during the prescribed iwo {2) year reporting
period.

Units of measurement used for continning education courses are as follaws:

a. 1 cortact hour = 50 minuies of instruction

b. 1 contact bour = 30 minutes of ¢linical or laboratory practice in an informal offering
. 1 continuing education unit (CEU) = 10 contact hours of imstruction

d. 1 academic semester hour = 15 contact hours of instructicn

e. ! academic guarter hour - 10 contact hours of instruction

3.1.1.2. During ibe fiscal year, July 1, 1993, through June 30, 1953, each licensed practical nurse with
an active license to practiice practical nursing in Hest Virginia shall corplete a minimum of twelve (12) hours of
continuing education as approved by these rules. The licensed practical nurse shall report his or her continuing
education activities tc the Board no later than June 30, 1924, with the application for renewal of his or her
practical nurse licepse for the fiscal year, July 1, 1934, to June 30, 1995. .
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3.1.1.3. After the above one vear phase-in pericd, each licensed practical nurse with an aciive license
to practlce practical pursing in West Virginia shall complete twez\tJ four (24) nours of conh:.nu;ng education , as
anprovec: by these rules, every twe fiscal wéars. Ou or before June 30, 1996, and every other June 30 thereafter,
each licensed practical nurse shall file a report of such continuing educa\.ion activiiies with the board at the
time the licensee files an applicaticn for renewal of his or her licemse to practice practical nursing in West
Virgiria.

3.1.1.4. The board shall not grant credit for identical continuing education activities submitted during
any single two (2) wyear reporting pericd. Continuing education credits from a previocus twoe (2) year reporting
period may not be used, nor shall credits be accmmulated for use in a future two {2) jear reporting peried.

3.1.2. Practical Nursing Practice Regquirements

3.1.2.1, Each applieant for remewal of a license, if the license is currently active, or reinstatement of
a license, if the liceuse 1s lapsed or on the ncn-practicing list, shall verify tbkat he or shs has engaged in four
mnéred (200) clock hours of practical nursing practice within the prescribed two (2) rear reporting peried.

3.1.2.2. During the fiseal year, July 1, 1893, through June 30, 1994, each licensed practiical nurse with
an active licensé to practice practical nursing in West Virginia shall engage in a minimmm of two hundred (20Q)
clock hours of practicel nursing practice as specified in these rules. The licensed practical nurse shall file
a report with the board certifying that he or she has met the minimm practical nursing practice reguirements no
later than Jume 30, 1994, at the time the licensee [iles application for remewal of his or her licerse to practice
practical nursing for the fiscal year, July 1, 1894, to June 30, 1885,

3.1.2.3, After the above one year phase-in period, each licensed practical nurse with an active license
to prastice practlcal nursing in West Vz_rglma shall engage in a minimum of faur hundred (400) clock hours of
practical nursing practice, as approved by these rules, every twe fiscal years. Uo or before June 30, 1586, and
every otber June 30 thereafter, each licensed practical nurse shall file a report with the board cer't‘ifying that
ke or she bas met the minimun practical nursing practice regquirements, at the time the licensee iiles the
application for remewal of his or her licemse to practice practical nursing.

3.1,3, Excepticms to Continuing Compeience Reguirements

The Board spall exempt from the continuing cormetence requirements a licenses who qualifies for
exceptions set forth in this rule.

3.1.3.1,. & licensee who chtaing a license for ithe first time in the West Virginia during the first
twelve months of any twenty-four (24) month reporting pericd shall comp‘ete twelve (12) hours in approved
continning education activities, as set forth in this rule, before the end of the curreni reporiing period . 4
licensee who obtains a license for the first time in West Virginia c.ur:_ng the second twelve (12) months of any
twenty-four (24) wonth reporting pericd is exempt from the conmmg education requirements Ior the entire
reporting period.

3.1.3.2. A licensee who obiains a license for the first time in the West Virginia during the first
twelve months of any tweniy-four {24) month reporting peried shall engage in two hundred (Z00) clock hours of
practical nursing practice, as 38t Zorth in this rule, before ihe end of the current reporting pericé. A licensse
who obtains a license for the first time in West Virginia during the second iwelve {12) months of any twenty-four
{24) month reperting period is exeupt from the minimum practice requirésents for the eniiré reporting peficd.

3.1.3.3. 1L licenses who resides cutside of West Virginia and whe holés a current license to practice in
a state other than Rest ‘Jirginia which alsc has mapndatory coniinuing education is exempt from the contlm.ung
education requirements set forth in this rule. A licensee Weo claips thisg exception shall retain evidence of the
out-of-state license. The licenses shall present such evidence to the Board upon reguest. A licenses who claims
an exceptlon from the continuing education requirements is not exempt from the reguirement o file a repor‘t
certifying that he or she meets has met minimum practlcal nursing practice reguirements, with the applicaticn for
renewal of the license to practice practical nursirg in West Virginia as provided i subparagrapk 3.1.2.1. of this
rule.

3.1.3.4. R licensee who is earcolled, full time, ir an educational prograe leading o an asscciate degree,
diploma, or baccalapreate degree in pursing has complied with all contipving competence reguirements.

3.1.3.5. 1 licensee who is a government employee working as a licensed practical nurse and assigned io
duty cutside the United States during the eatire reporting period, or who 1s serving on active duty in the military
@uring the entire reporting peried has conplied with the all continning coopetence reguirements during the peried
of service with the governmenti or on active duty with the military. 2 licenses who claims this exception shall
retain evidence of Govermment sexvice or active duty with the military and shall present such evidence to the board
upon request. A licepsee whe 1s a govermment emplovee working as a licensed practical nurse outside the United
States or who is serving on active duty with the military for more than three (3) months, hut less than twelve (12)
months of any twenty-four (24) wonth reporting peried is required to comlete twel»e 12) hovnrs of aporoved
continuing education activities and engage in two hundred (200} clock hours of praciical nursing praciics, as set
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forth in this rule, hefore the end of the curreni reporting paried. 2 licensee who is a government employee
working as a licensed practical purse outside the United States or whe is serving om active duty with the
military for more than twelve (12) months of any twenty-four (24) momth reporting period is exempt from the
continuing education requirements and the minimm practical mursing practice requirements for the entire reporting
pericd.

3.1.3.6. The board may grant a waiver to a licensee who has a physical or mental disebility or illness
or who is providing direci care to a member of his or her immediate family during all or a poriion of the two {2)
vear reporting period. 2 walver provides for an extensiorn of time or exception fram some or all of the continning
competence requirements. Any licensee may reguest an apgplicaticn for a waiver from the board, Ths board shall
approve or deny an application for waiver after review of the application. The board shall not grant an exception
from continuing conpetence requirements for more than cna {1}, tuwo {(2) year reporiing psricd, as sei forth in this
rule. - ’ )

3,1.4 Failure to meet requirements or exceptions to requirements

The Board may take the following &@tticns if & licemsee fails to meet the contiruing competence
requirements or the conditions for exceptions for renewal.

3.1.4.1. The board may place the license on non-practicing status without penaliy and may waive the
continuing competency requirements, providing that the licensee notifies the beard in writing of his or her desire.
to have the board place his or her license on non-practicing status before the last day of the reperting pericd.
The Board shall not charge a fee to place the license on non-practicing status.

3.1.4.2. The board stall lapse the ITicense of any person who fails o notify ihe hoard, in writing, prior
to the last day of the reporting pericd that he or she wishes to place his or her license on the rem-practicing
status.

3.1.5. Reinstatement of a license or non-practicing or Japséd status or issuance of a limited license.

3.1.5.1. .3 person wishing to reinstate a license from non-practicing status or from lapsed status shall
coanply with the fcllowing reguirements. The person shall:

a. make application for reinstatement of the license from non-practicing status or lapsed status,
L. meet the contipuing competence requirsments as set forth in this rule, and

c. pay the fee for reinstatezent of non-practicing or lapsed license as specified in 10 CSR 4,
Fees for Services Rendered by the Beard.

3.1.5.2. A person who wishes to reinstate a license but is not able 1o meet requirements for reinstatement
of a non-practicing or a lapsed license shall requést a limited license.

3.1.5.2.1. A limited license is a license which is valid for ninety (90) days, during which time the
licensee shall: L. B . : .

a. satisfactorlly complete a refresher course of at least eighty (80) clock hours of theory
and eighty (80) clock hours of clinical practice recognized by an appraved provider and
designed for practical nurses returning to practice after a period of absence from
the work setting.

b. engage in a minimm of iwo hundred (200) clock hours of practical nursing practics under
the direct supervision of a gqualified supervisor and secure iwelve {12) contact hours
of contirving educaticn, or:

Toe board shail issue ac unrestricied license when a licensse provides verification that he or she has
met one of the above reguivements, The board skall not rerew a limiited licerse issued for nom coppliance with
continuing conpeience reguirerents.

3.1.5.2.2. & licensee who does not meel requirements provided under this section for limited liceﬁse,
is reguired toc pass the natiomal licensure examination for practical nurses which tests competency for beginning
practical nursing practice. .
3.2, Budit of Licensees

The board may select any licemsee who holds a curvent license to audit for compliarce with continming
competence requirenents. '

3.2.1. To comply with the audit request from the board, a licensee shall submit legible copies of certificates
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of attendance at continuing education offerings, transcripis of courses taksn, notices received from the board

ranting special approval of informal offerings from non-approved providers, and the name, telepnone nwrber and
malling address of his or her employer io verify practical nursing practice. The board may require the licensee
to submit a job descripticn to verify nis or her employment in a nursing positicn which meets the requiremenis of
subparagraph 3.1.2.1. of this rule.

3.2.2. The licensee shall subpit the required documents within thirty {30) days of ithe daie he or she
receives notification of the audit. The board may grant an exiepsion of time for submissior of the docwrments,
on an ingividual basis, and in cases of hardship, providing the licensee makes 2 wrliten request for an axtension
of time and provides justification for soch request. -

3.2.3. Licensees ars reguired to keep certificates of atiendance at continuing education offerings, letters
verifving special approval for informal offerings frow non-approved providers, transcripts of courses, and
decumentation of compliance with exceptions for a two (2} year pericd following submission of continuing educaticon
activities to the board. - - - -

3.2.4., The board shall notify the licenses of the satisfactory coarpletion of the andit.

3.2.5. If a persor fails to submit the audit information requested by the board or meet siandards

in subparagraph 3.1.1. or 3.1.2. of this rwle, the board shall not renew a license before such audit is corpleted.

3.2.6. The hoard shall take action as prescribed in 10 CSR 2, Policies Reguiativwg to Licensure of
the Licernsed Practical Nurse, against any licensee who submits false informaticn to the beoard.

3.2.7. A licensee who falls to notify the board of a current mailing address is not absolved Irom
the audit requiremernts. The beoard shall not renew z license before the andit is corpleted.

4.1. The Boaxd shall recognize as approved providers an agency which meet minimm provider standards in
subparagraph 4.2 of these rules. Approved providers include, but are pot be limited to:

Ererican Diabetes Associaticn - State Affiliates

Arverican Heart Association - State Lffiliates

REmerican Medical 3Association - State Afiiliates

irerican Nurses Associailon - Siate Affiliates

Rmerican Psycholeogical Rssociation - State Afiiliates
Emerican Red Cross - State Affiliates

Boards of Nursing - Uniied States and Territories
Comission on Agieg

Licensed Practical Nurses Asscclation of West Virginia
Medicare and Medicaid Certified Long Term Care Facilities
National kssociation for Practical Nurse EZducation and Service
Katlional Fedaration of Licensed Practical Nurses
Naticnal League for Nursing - State Affiliaies

North Central Association of Cclleges and Secondary Schools
West Virginia Council of Home Health Agencies

Hest Virginia Depariment of Educaticn

West Virginia Department of Health

West Virginia Health Care Associaticn

West Virginia Hospital Lsscciation

West Virginia Nurses Lassociation

West Virginia Vocational and Technical Education Ceanters
Cther West Virginia health-related licensing boards

Cther national, reglonal, or state nursing, wedical, or allied health organizations

The Board shall accept courses and programs provided by accredited schools, colleges or universities and
progracs offered by institutions accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditaticn of Health Care Organizaticon
or the Mmerican Association of COsteopathic Fospitals as well as facilities and agencies certified to recelve
redicare and medicaid reiwburssment.

The Board shall considar writien requesis to desigmate other local, state or raticnal agencies,
rganizations and asseciatlons as approved providers.

Tne Board shall maintain a current list of approved providers which shall be available to the public
upen request, Providers who fail to meet ithe ninimm accepiable provider standards shall be notified, in writing,
of gpecific deficiencies and given a reascnable pericd of time to correct deficiencies. An approved provider who
does not correct deficlencies within the specified time period may be removed from the 1ist of approved providers.
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4,2. Miniman Standards for Rpproved Providers
4.2.1. The duration of the activity shall be least one {1) contact hour.

4.2.2. The provider skall prepars written objectives, in measurable terms, which describe what a licensee can
expect to learn. - -

4,2.3. The program content shall relate to the progran cbjectives.

4.2.4. The provider shall furnish the instructor's gualificaticns in the subjeci areas io be taught to the
participant, in writing.

4.2.5. The provider shall establish a writtes cetbod ic determine whether the participant bas achisved the
stated chbjectives of the offering. Metheds may include but are not limited io seli-evaluation check lists or
tests. - -

4.2.6. The provider shall furnish a written statement of ccapleticn to each participant who satisfactorily
completes each continuing education activity which is signed by the instructor or an individual designated by the
instructor. R

4.2.7. The provider shall give each participani a grade indicating satisfactory completion of the each
continuing education activity.

4.2.8. The provider shall maintain a record of individuals whe attend a continuing education offering for a
pericd of not less than thrse (3) wvears.

£.3. Independent Study _.

4.3,1. Independent study activiiies may include mediated learning, such as educational television, audic
cassettes, and printed media, designed as programmed learning units. :

4.3.2. Contact hour equivalents for approved indepepdant study snall be based on contact hours approved oy
the approved provider. - . )
4.4, Self Study N
4,4,1. Self stody, may includs activities which the licensee determines will erhance skills ‘and krowledge
of nursing, such as reading professicnal journals, watching educaticnal television and listening to audio casssttes
that are not designed as programmed learming units, and are nol approved by an approved provider,

4.4.2. The boesrd shall base cooptact hour eguivalents for self study on the actusl time spent by the
licensee. : - - - - A - 8 -

4,4,3, The beard will permit credit of a total of five (5) contact hours of self study toward the contineing
education requirement for any iwe (2) year reporiing period.

4.5, Continuing Education Sudbjects

4,5.1. Continuing educatico offerings shall reflect the edusational needs for the learmer in order to meei
the health care needs of the consumer and may consist of one or more of the following subject areas:

4,5.1.1. Nursing practice areas and special healih care problems;

4.5.1.2. The biclogical, physical, social and behavioral sciences;

£.5.1.3. The legal aspstis of health care;

%£.5.1.4. Management of health care personnel and patient care;

4.5.1.5. Teaching ard learning process for heatth care personnel and patients;

4.5.1.6. Subjects relating to nursing practice which are required as part of a formal nursing program and
which are more advanced than those completed for original licensure.

4.5.1 The following activities are rot acceptable for continuing education credif;
4,5,1.1 Jjob related clinical praciice,

£,5.1.2, development and presentation of programs as part of the licensses on-going job respomsibilities,
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and

4.5.1.3. orientation and update of policies and procedures specific io the licenses's employing facility;

4,5.1.4, activities which are part of a‘licensee‘s usual job respensibility.
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NQTICE

September 10, 1991

TO: Ken Hechler, Secretary of State, State Regilster

TO: " Ms. Nancy R. Wilson. Exec. Secretary
WV State Bd. of Exam. for LPNs
922 Quarrier Street, Room 506
Charleston, Wv 25301

FROM: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

PROPOSER RULE: Continuing Competence

The Legislative Rule~-Making Review Committee recommends that the West
Virginia ZLegislature:

1. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative Rule
(a) as originally filed
(b) as modified by the agency X

2. Authorize the agency to promulgate part of the Legislative
rule; a statement of reasons for such recommendation is
attached.

3. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule
with certain amendments; amendments and a statement of
reasons for such recommendation is attached.

4. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule
as modified with certain amendments; amendments and a
statement of reasons for such recommendation is attached.

5. Recommends that the rule be withdrawn; a statement of
reasons for such recommendation is attached.

Pursuant to Code 29A-3-11(c), this notice has been filed in the State
Register and with the agency proposing the rule.




