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Section 1. General

1.1 Scope — These interpretive regulations is intended to define and
clarify the intent of the legislation enacted as Article 5, Chapter 47, of the
Code of West Virginia. It is also the cbjective of this informatlion to further
define the term "Hazardous Locations" and sane of the other terms "words of art”
used in the Act to aid in the interpretation of the provisicns theresin.

1.2 Buthority - W. Va. Code 47-3-1

1.3 Filing Date - December 31, 1982
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2.1 The intent of the legislaticon is to protect the consumer and
encourage the highest standards of constructicn safety by requiring safety
glazing materials in "Hazardeus Locations" in residential, commercial ox public
pbuildings in which, historically, the use of crdinary annealed glass has been
the cause of high incidence of accidental injuries and deaths resulting from
pecple accidentlly walking or runnirg into or falling against and bresing
through, the ordinary annealed glass.

The provisions of the legislature apply to these "Hazardous Locations' in new
c?nstructi%n and thosge "Haégrdous Iocations” in existing constructicn when the
§laeZing materlal Is réplaced. T _ -

Section 3. Definiticns

3.1 '"Hazardous Locations" - Experience, injury statistics, and investiga-
tive swrveys, have indicated that most accidental injuries involving ordinary
amnealed flat glass are limited to certain glazed installations or areas which
have become classified as "Hazardcous Iccations".

These "Hazardous Locations" are those glazed installaticons used in residential
buildings, and other structures used as dwellings, commercial buildings and

public buildings, which because of their location in these buildings or structures,
present a barrier in the normal path travelled by persons geing into or out of
these buildings and thus the glazing material is exposed to frequent and recurrent
physical contact by pecple. . ) y

Specifically, the "Hazardous Locations" covered by the Act are:

(a) 8Sliding glass doors.
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{(b) Stomm doors.

(c) Bathtub enclosures.

{d) Shower doors.

(e) Framed or unframed glass entrance doors.

(£} Fixed glazed panels adjacent to entrance deoors are which
may be mistaken for means of ingress or egress.

(g) Other installations designated as "Hazardous Locations" by the
Commissioner of the West Virginia Department of Labor after nctice and hearings
as required by the legisiation.

3.2 Glazing - The tem "glazing" shall be construed to mean the act or
art of installing and securing glass or glass—like materials in prepared openings
or ingtallations such as doors, windows, enclosures, panels, etc.

Such openings, in which glass or glass—like materials have been installed and
secured are defined as having been glazed. '

3.3 Glazing Material - The term "glazing material" shall be construed
to mean glass or a glass-like material including rigid plastics, intended to be
set in, or installed in, prepared openings or installations such as doors,
windows, enclosures, panelis, etc,

3.4 Safety Glazing Material - The term "safety glazing material"” shall
be construed to mean a glazing material so constructed, treated or cambined with
Oother materials as to minimize the likelihood of accidental cutting and peircing
injuries resulting from contact and braskage of the glazing material.

Specifically, wire glass, temnpersd glass, laminated glass, and rigid plastics,
which meet the test requirements of American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
Standard ANSI-zZ-97.1-1366, aré classified as safety glazing materials,

3.5 Annealed Glass - The term “"annealed glass" shall be construed to
mean glass that has been supbjected to a slow, controlled cooling process during
manufacture so as to relieve residual stresses so that it can be cut or subjected
to other fabrication.

Regular plate, float, sheet, window, crystal, rolled ard patterned surface
glasses are examples of annealed glass.

3.6 Laminated Glass — The term "laminated glass" shall be construed to

mean a glass product composed of two or more sheets of glass (usually annealed
glass) bonded to an intervening layer or lavers of resilient plastic material.
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Wnen laminated glass is brcken, the brcken pieces of glass tend to adhere to the
plastic material,

3.7 Wire Glass — The term "wire glass" shall be construed to mean an
annealed glass which contains a wire mesh wh:l.ch was ccmoletely embedded in the
body of the glass during manufacture,

When wire glass is brdken, the brdken pieces tend to remain mechanically attached
to the wire mesh.

3.8 'I'empered Glass — The term "tempered glass" shall be construed to
mean glass which has been given a special controlled heating and cooling treatment
so as to build controlled compressive forces into the surface of the glass to
make it many times stronger than annealed glass.

Tenpered glass cannot be cut or drilled, once tempered.

When tempered glass is brdken, at any point, the entire piece of tampered glass
immediately bresks into small fragments.

2.9 Rigid Plastic — The term "rigid plastic" shall be construed to mean
an organic glazing material rossessing some glasslike properties, such as
. transparency.

2.10. Doors

{a) Framed Glass BEntrance Door — The term "framed glass entrance door™
shall be construed to mean a door which is used as an entrance into or an exit
out of a residential, camnercial or public building and which door contains a

framed opening in which glass is installed and occuples 40 percent or more of
the total door area. Jec Figust A
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(b) Unframed Glass Entrance Door — The term "unframed glass entrance
door" shall be construed to mean a door which is used as an entrance into or an
. exit out of a résidental, commercial, or public building and which door is
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essentially all glass. In such a door, the glass is elther unframed or framed
on less than zour edges. Jee ,t-’ﬁwc, 1
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{¢) Panels

(1) Fixed Glazed Panel Adjacent To Entrance Or Exit Docrs ~ The terms
' "Fixed glazed panels adjacent to entrance or exit doors" shall be construed to
. mean those framed glazed structures immediately adjacent to or otherwise in
close proximity to either transparent or opaque entrance and exit doors in
residential, commercial and public buildings. These structures are not doors
and cannct be cperated as doors, but because of their proximity to doors and
their design, may be mistsken for doors. Jee Fiyut

(2) Fixed Glazed Pangls - Fixed Glazed Panels may number one or more
and are all classified as "Hazardous Tocations” when located as barriers in the
normal path of trfavel into or out of buildings. fe. f—’fw-r, D

F[JI(EDJ GLASS E)_OORS DQQRS FIXED GLASS
i ] - - ! K -
o P i
/,/ / FIXED OPAQUE WALLS FIXED | f
GLASS / DOORS \ GLASS™H
/ ] \ ]
N * .
- /S I O
v <N L 3 ﬁ ™
s 7 RE I = Fi
ol iy o @ T T
o IL ) a e
< A ~
& ~ ; X0 =
S J &L 5
& FOL o
4
L 3
FIGURE C . FIGRED FIGURE E
. (3) Fixed glazed panels adjacent to entrance and exit doors may ke
excluded from the classification of "Hazardous Locations" when permanent obstructions
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are placed in front of them that will result in either a change in the nomal

path of traffic, thus directing persons away fram them, or prevent human contact
with the glazing material. fei Fyve £
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{4} Fixed Glazed Panels C, D, &nhd G are egxamples of fixed glazed panels
adjacent to.doors that may be classified as not being "Hazardous Locations"
; since the path of travel to Panel C is blocked by a permanent parrier. Fixed
‘ glazed pvanels D and G adjacent to doors may be classified as not being "Hazardous
Locatiocns” since permanent barriers in the form of protective bars, grilles or
screens are designed, constructed and attached to the stiles on both sides of

the panels sc as to prevent accidental human impact fram being delivered to the
glazing material, §ee Fyoe F
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Chris Quagebart

AGENCY: Division of Labox

FROM: JUDY CCCPER, DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION

DATE: May 8, 1996

THE ATTACHED RULE FILED BY YOUR AGENCY HAS BEEN ENTERED INTO OUR

COMPUTEER. SYSTEM. PLEASE REVIEW, DPROOF AND RETURN IT WI

TH ANY

CORRECTIONS. IF THEERE ARE NC CORRECTICNS, PLEASE SIGN THIS MEMO
AND RETURN IT TO THIS CFFICE. YOU WILL BE SENT A FINAL VERSION OF

THE RULE FOR YOUR RECCRDS.

PLEASE RETURN EITHER THE CORRECTED RULE OR THIZ FORM WITHIN TEN
(10} WORRING DAYS OF THE DATE YOU RECEIVED TEIS REQUEST. CALL I¥

¥OU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.

SERIES: 13  TITLE: _42 Divigicn of Labor

* THE ATTA%Z?%E HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND IS CORRECT.
SIGNED . ,
TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING: /_v/z’g 7 o (Com<ciom e
DATE: < waA(
/*w-:-irwww-k--k-k-k-k*’x-x*********w***********wrr
* THE ATTACHED RULE HAS BEEN REVIEWED. AND NEEDS CORRECTING. THE
CCRRECTIONS HAVE BEEN MARKED. :
SIGNED:
TITLE OF PERSON SICNING: o -
DATE: —
NOTE: IF YOU ARE NOT THE PERSON WHO HEANDLES TEIS RULE, PLEASE

FORWARD TO THE _CORRECT PERSON
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(10) WORKING DAYS OF THE DATE YOU RECEIVED TEIS BEQUEST. CALL IF
YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.
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