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THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES CONSTITUTING THE EMERGENCY ARE AS FOLLOW

The Insurznce Commissicner regulates insurance policies sold
to supplement benefits provided under the federal medicare program.
The benefit and premium levels of medicare supplement insurance
policfes are thus contingent upon and coordinated with benefits
provided by the medicare program.

In 1988, Congress passed and President Reagan signed into law
the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act (MCCA). This Act significantly
alters the benefits provided by Medicare, effective January 1, 1989,
As a consequence, standards for medicare supplement insurance
policies must be altered to correspond with the new medicare benefit
schedule. _

This regulation is promulgated on an emergency basis pursuant
tc West Virginia Code §29A-3-15{(g) due to the January 1, 1989 time
limitation established by MCCA.
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