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WEST VIRGINIA o
SECRETARY OF STATE - ST
KEN HECHLER R I
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW DIVISION :
Form #2 Clasti e

NOTICE OF A COMMENT PERIOD ON A PROPOSED RULE

Dept. of Health & Human Resources
AGENCY: Bureau for Child Support Enforcement TITLE NUMBER._78

RULE TYPE: _Legislative - CITE AUTHORITY 48A-2~9

AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING RULE: YES_X NO___.

IF YES, SERIES NUMBER OF RULE BEING AMENDED: 16

TITLE OF RULE BEING AMENDED: ___Cuidelines for Child Support Awards

IF NO, SERIES NUMBER OF NEW RULE BEING PROPOSED:

TITLE OF RULE BEING PROPOSED:

IN LIEU OF A PUBLIC HEARING, A COMMENT PERIOD HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED DURING WHICH

ANY INTERESTED PERSON MAY SEND COMMENTS CONCERNING THESE PROPOSED RULES. THIS
AvGe G
COMMENT PERIOD WILL END ON _ S5, 1999 AT 4:00 pm

ONLY WRITTEN COMMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AND ARE TO BE MAILED TO THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESS.

Bureau for Child Support Enforcemernt

Attn: Legal/Policy Unit

THE ISSUES TO BE HEARD SHALL BE
Building 6, Room 817-B LIMITED TO THIS PROPOSED RULE.

State Capitol Complex

Charleston, WV 25305 <::z>>f06:vx éz-‘(i:x/“vQ

8 e) ATTACH A BRIEF SUMMARY OK YOUR EROPOSAL




The rule being repealed embodies the Melson Child Support Formula. This was the method

used to calculate child support obligations, and was used in this state from 1987 until July 1,

1997.



The Bureau for Child Support Enforcement seeks to repeal Legislative Rule 78-16. This is
necessary for the following reason: When the child support formula was originally enacted in
1087 it was to be enacted by a legislative rule. However, in 1996 when the Legislature changed
the child support formula they actually codified the entire formula in section 48B of the West
Virginia Code. Our agency has not, since that time, changed its legislative rule to coincide with
the applicable. The repeal of this is necessary so that our legislative rule will not be in conflict
with the statutes. It is not necessary to replace it with another rule, since the formula itself is

codi_ﬂed now.



FISCAL NOTE FOR PROPOSED RULES

Rule Title:
Type of Rule: X _Legislative __ Interpretive __ Procedural
Agency: Bureau for Child Support Enforcement
Department of Health and Human Resources
Address: Building 3, Capitol Complex
Charleston, W. Va. 25305
1. Effect of the ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
Proposed Rule
Increase Decrease Current Next Thereafter
Estimated Total Cost $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 b 0
Personal Services 0 0 0 0 0
Current Expense 0 0 0 0 0
Repairs & Alterations 0 0 0 0 0
Equipment 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0
_Revenue 0 0 0 0 0

2, Explanation of above estimates.

The repeal of this rule will have no effect on expenses or revenue, either for State, local, or
Federal government.

3. Objectives of this rule:

In 1996 the West Virginia Legislature enacted West Virginia Code 48A-1B et seq. which codified the
child support formula. Therefore, this legislative rule was superceded and is no longer necessary.

The child support formula codified by the legislature in 1996 is not the same formula as is contained in
the legislative rule sought to be repealed. Therefore, since we are bound by the legislation, the conflicting
rule needs to be repealed.



Rule Title: Guidelines for Child 'Support Awards

4. Explanation of Overall Economic Impact of Proposed Rule.
A. Economic Impact on State Government.
None.

B. Economic Impact on Political Subdivisions; Specific
Industries; Specific groups of Citizens.

None.

C. Economic Impact on Citizens/Public at Large.

None.

Date: ’7"' 7'%%

Signature of Agency Head or Authorized Representative
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