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WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE RULE
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES .
CHAPTER 48A-2-8
SERIES [

Titie: Guidelines for Child Support Awards

Section 1. General

1.1

1.2

1.3

Scope--This legisiative rule establishes guidelines for chiid
support award amounts so as toc ensure greater uniformity by those
persons who make child support recommendations and enter child
support aorders and to increase predictabiiity for parents,
children, and other persons who are directly affected by child
support orders,

Authority and Related Code Citation--West Virginia Code §48A-2-8,
42 U.S.C. §667, 45 C.F.R. §302.56.

Filing Date--

1.4 Effective Date--October 1, 1987,

Sectien 2. Guidelines for Child Support Awards

2.1

2.2

Federal law (42 U.S.C. §667) requires each state to develop
guidelines for establishing amounts of child support obligations.
The guidelines must be made available to all persons in the State
who set child support award amounts, i.e., all Circuit Court Judges
and Family Law Masters.

West Virginia Code §48A-2-8 requires guidelines for child support
award amounts to insure greater uniformity by those persons
recommending and entering child support orders and to increzse the
predictability for parents, children and other persons who are
directly affected by child support orders. The guidelines must be
followed by the Child Advocate Office, Family Law Master and
Circuit Court Judge unless they set forth in writing reasons for
not foliowing the guidelines in thg particular case involved.




Department of Human Services S S
Leg. Rule, 48A-2-8 ’ ST :
Series , Sec. 2

2.3 West Virginia Code §48A-2-8 also establishes criteria to be
considerad in tormulating the guidelines. These are as follows:

1. In order to insure that children properly share in their
parents' resources, the guidelines shall provide that, after a
consideration of respective parental incomes, child support will
be related to the level of 1iving which the children would enjoy
if they were 1iving in a household with both parents present.

2. The guidelines shall take intc consideration the financial
contribution of both parents. They are to previde for examining
the financial contributions of both parents in relationship to
total income so as to establish and equitably apportion the
child support obligation.

3, The guidelines shall take into consideration any pre-existing
support orders,

4, The guidelines are to provide direction in cases involving split
or shared custody.

5. Alimeny is not to be included in the amount set as child
support. e

2.4 In addition to these criteria, the law reguires the guidelines for
child support awards to take into consideration the following
underlying principles:

1, That parental expenditures on children represent a relatively
constant percentage of family consumption as family consumption
increases, so that as family income increases, the family's
Jevel of consumption increases, and the children should share in
and benefit from this increase;

2. That parental expenditures on children represent a declining
proportion of family income as the gross income of the Tamily
increases, so that white total dollar outlays for children have
a positive relationship to the family's gross income, the
proportion of gross family income allotted for the children has
a negative relationship to gress income;

3. That expenditures on children vary according to the number of
children in the family, and as the number of children in the
family increase, the expenditures for the children as a group
increase, and the.expenditures on each individuai child
decrease; so that due to increasing economies of scale and the
increased sharing of resources among family members, spending
will not fincrease in direct proportion to the number of
children;

4, That as children grow older, expenditures on children increase,
particuiarly during the teenage years.

2.5 The Melscn Formula, devised by a Delaware Judge and used in that
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State, incorporates the basic guidelines and principles necessary
to satisfy both the federal and state laws. Thus, the Melson
Formula is the basis for the guidelines established for the State
of-West Yirginia.

2.6 The guidelines and procedures for their use are outlined as
follows: T

‘Part I. PRIMARY CHILD SUPPORT CALCULATION
’ STEP A. AVAILABLE NET FOR PRIMARY SUPPORT

. 1. DETERMINE EACH SUPPORT OBLIGOR'S MONTHLY NET
e TNCOME.

- This is determined for each parent's income - the
obTigee and obligor. Both parents are referred to
as obTigors for this calculation.

- To do this add:

2 a. Income from employment, as well as all
other sources (such as pensions,
dividends, interest, etc.}; and

b. Business expense accounts to the extent
that they provide the support obligor with
something he would otherwise have to
provide {such as autcmobile, lunches,
etc. ).

Y- Subtract:

a. Income taxes figured on the basis of the

\ - maximum allowable exemptions;

"~ b, 0Other deducticns required by law,
including child support payments made
pursuant to a Court order;

¢. Deductions required by the employer, e.g.,
pensions, hospitalization, etc;

d. Legitimate business expenses (for the
self-employed obligor);

e. Benefits such as hospitalization insurance -
which are maintained for the obligor's
dependents.

24 = The guidelines are to be completed using the
obligor's net monthly income. In instances where

the obligor is paid other than menthly, the

monthly gross is to be determined as follows:

1. Cbligor paid weekly: multiply by 52

weeks and divide
by 12 months
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2. Obligor paid weekly, add the four
but amounts vary: checks together,
divide by four,
multipiy by 52
and divide by 12

3. Obligor paid twice muitiply one
a month: check by two
&, Biweekly: muTtiply by 26
weeks and divide
by 12

Deductions for payments on consumer debts or loans
will not be reccgnized except tc the extent that
such debts were incurrad for®indispensable items
in use by the dependents or=for necessary health
care. Support obligors will not be allowed to
reduce the child support obligation by incurring
debts other than for necessities of life.

Income so established will then be used to deter-
mine the obligor's monthly net income for the
purpose of calculating child support.

ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IN THESE CALCULATIONS
SHOULD BE BASED ON MONTHLY AMOUNTS. WHERE A PARTY
IS PAID WEEKLY, THE PAY SHOULD BE MULTIPLIED BY 52
AND DIVIDED BY 12 TO ARRIVE AT A CORRECT MONTHLY
AMOUNT. LIKEWISE, IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED, ALL
CHILD CARE EXPENSES, MEDICAL INSURANCE PAYMENTS,
ETC., MUST BE PRESENTED IN ACCURATE MONTHLY
AMOUNTS,

SUBTRACT THE OBLIGOR'S SELF-SUPPORT DEDUCTICN.

- Four hundred fifty dollars ($450) a month is
established as the self-support deduction for
sach obligor. This amount represents the minimum
amount reguired for an adult's subsistence '
requirements.

- Income remaining after subtrazction of the self-
support deduction amount is deemed available for
payment of child support. If no amount is left
after subtraction of the self-support deduction,
the child support amount will be set at $50 per
month.

- STEP B. DETERMINE THE PRIMARY CHILD SUPPORT NEED

-.The next step is to compute the PRIMARY SUPPCRT NEED

for each dependent child, Like the self-support
deduction, the primary suppori need represents the
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minimum amount reguired to maintain a child at a
subsistence level.

The primary child support nsed of each child in
question will be considered by first determining that
child's rank in the custodial parent's househoid and
then using the appropriate figure shown below.

The minimum needs of the several members of a
household are established below. The grder of
household members is ranked cn the basis of age:

First member (usually a parent} $450 a month
Second member, 40% thereof, or $180 a month
Third & Fourth members, 30% thersof, or $135 a month
Each additional member, 20% thersof, or §$ 90 a month

Primary support is currently set at $180 per month
for the second member of the household {a second
adult or first chiid in a single adult family), $135
per month for the third and fourth members, and 390
for each member thereafter. In a case where the
custodial parent”lives with his/her parents or cther
separate family, he/she and the children will be
considered to be in a household by themselves.

Add to the total primary needs of all the children in
question the cost of child care needed to allow a
custodial parent to work.

STEP C. DETERMINE THE PRIMARY SUPPORT OBLIGATION OF EACH
OBLIGGOR

PART II. STAN

The child's primary support needs are pro-rated
between the parents based on available net income as
determined in Step A.

To arrive at the percentage for each parent, divide
each support obligor‘s available net income for child
support by the total available net income for child
support. The resulting percentage (%) establishes
the burden each obligor should carry with respect to
their children's primary support. This percentage — -
should then be multiplied by the tctal primary child
support need in order to arrive at the PRIMARY
SUPPORT CBLIGATION of each chligor.

DARD OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT {SOLA) CHILD SUPPORT

CALCULATION

1

. - SOLA is designed to apportion, as equitable consider-

/  ations require, the income available to a support
obligor after he has met his own primary needs and
those of his dependents. This standard of Tiving
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allowance enables the child tc benefit from the higher
living standard of a parent.

fl\ STEP A. DETERMINE THE AVAILABLE NET INCOME FOR SOLA SUFPCRT

- From each parent's AVAILABLE NET FOR PRIMARY SUPPORT
estabiished in Part I, Step A,

-
i

- Subtract:

a. The PRIMARY SUPPORT OBLIGATICN calculated in
oA Part I, Step C;

* b, Where the support obiigor has other dependents,
the support obligor may be entitled to z
deduction for such & dependent before
calculating the SOLA obligation. If a parent
does have dependents other than the child for
whom support is being sought, and such other
dependents are not covered by a court order,
primary support amounts for such dependents are
to be deducted from obligor income available for
the SQLA. Thus, if 2 nen-custodial parent has
two other natural or adopted children living in
the same household, and support is being
calculated for one child 1iving with the
custodial parent, income available for SOLA
would be reduced by the primary suppert amount
for those two children (most 1ikely $270 - $135
each as the Third and Fourth members of the
household). To do this calculaticn, use a
second form and complete Part I, Steps A, B, and
C to_determine the Primary Support Obligation
for “the children. The primary support
cbligations for all of these children are to be
combined and deducted from the AVAILABLE NET FOR
PRIMARY SUFPORT in Part II, Siep A.

&7
STEP B. CALCULATE SOLA SUPPORT CBLIGATION

- Where income is available, both support obligors

- shall be required to pay 15% for the first child,
plus 10% each for the second and third chiid, plus 5%
each for the fourth, fifth, and sixth child, of the
AVAILABLE NET FOR SOLA SUPPORT established in Part
IT, Step A. Thus, the percentages used for the
standard of 1iving allowance are currently set at the
following levels:

;. One child 15 percent
- Two children 25 percent
Three children 35 percent
Four children 40 percent
Five children 45 percent
Six children 50 percent
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STEP C.

- Total SOLA ordered shall net exceed 50% of the
discretionary income.

CALCULATE THE PER-CHILD SHARE COF SCLA SUPPORT

- Divide the total SOLA Support Obligation (mother's
and father's added together) by the number of
children for whom support is sought to arrive at this
figure.

Y PART I1I. DETERMINATION OF PARENTS® TOTAL MONTHLY SUPPCRT
OBLIGATIONS

2.7 A guidelines

To determine the TOTAL MONTHLY CHILD SUPPORT
OBLIGATION, add the Primary Support Obligation and the
individual SOLA Support Obligation together.

Where a support obligor is also the custodial parent,
the obligor retains that share of the support
obTigation owed to the child in his custody and pays
the difference, if any, to the othsr custodial parent
for the benefit of other children,

The obligation will be set at $50.00 if, according to
the calculating, the obligor’s total monthly child
support obligation is less than $50.00.

These guidelines contemplate normal visitation
arrangements, but non-traditional custody arrangements
are recognized.

Where parties share physical joint custody on an egual
basis, each will be considered to have the child for
six months during the ccurse of a year. To avoid
unnecessary transfers of funds, the "pay out" of each
narent for the year should be determined by multiply-
ing the monthly support obligation times six months.
If one parent's yearly obligation is greater than that
owed by the other, the excess amount shall be divided
by 12 and paid monthiy over the course of the year,
uniess the parties agree otherwise. In other words,
the obligation is pro-rated based on the proportion of
total time spent by the child in the physical custody
of the cther parent. Obligations for each of the
parents are netted out, with the remainder specified
as the support amount for the parent with the greater
obligation.

worksheet is attached as Appendix A.
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APPENDIX A

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

1900 Washington Street, East
Arch A. Moore, Jr. Charleston, WV 25365 Telephone (304) 348-2400 Reginia S. Lipscomb
Govemor ) Commissioner
CHILD ADVQCATE QFFICE
CHILD SUPPORT FORMULA
DATE:
Obligor's Name: ‘ . Number:
PART I. PRIMARY CHILD SUPPORT
STEP A . FATHER MOTHER  TOTAL
Monthly Net Income ¥ o £
Individual Avajlable Net o 5 - 5
for Primary Support -
Sub-totals 3 , 3 _
= TOTAL AVAILABLE NET FOR PRIMARY CHILD SUPPORT . et v e e e e e e e e S
STEP B
, as person in 's household % _
+ - » 25 person jn s household +
+ : , 8% person in 's housenold =+
Sub-total S
+ MONTHLY CHILD CARE EXPENSES 0OF WORKING CUSTODIAL PARENT......eveereus. +
= TOTAL PRIMARY CHILD SUPPORT NEED. ... vt it ieiiiisrrennnsrennnssnanans 5
TOTAL
STEP £ B FATHER MOTHER
individual Available Net $ $
¢+ Total Available Net S 7 : i
= Share of Primary Support L %
x Primary Child Support Need X X

= PRIMARY SUPPORT GBLIGATION 5

(¥4 ]

CAC-15d {Revised 09-87)




PART TI. STANDARD OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT (SOLA) CHILD SUPPORT
STEP A FATHER MOTHER

individual Available Net for
Primary Support 5 3

Less Individual Primary Support
Obligations - S : -

Individual Availazble Nei for
SOLA Support S hY

STEP B FATHER MOTHER

Individual Available Net for ) 7
SOLA Support , _ 5 3

x Total SOLA Support
Percentage X % X %

Individual SOLA Support :
Obligations 3 S

= TOTAL SOLA SUPPORT OBLIGATION. i et it i it e et ittt esnnsraarocnansonsaraseas )
STEP € - .
PER-CHILD SHARE OF SOLA SUPPORT .. ittt it rivareraonsorasnaccsssans ciseaeaa S
PART TII. TOTAL MONTHLY SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS

Individual Primary Support 3 S
+ Individual SOLA Support’ . + +
= Total Monthly Child Support
Cbligation 3 $
Less Amount Retained by ]
Custodial Parent - -
= TOTAL MONTHLY ORDZRED CHILD
SUPPORT 3 $

This child support obiigation formuia has been explained ito me, and

i I agree with this amount.

-1 do not agree with this amount and wish to make ihe court aware thet I
do not agree with the amount.

Date . ' : . _

(OpTigor's Signaturs)

Parzlecal ) {Typed MName o7 Cbiiger)
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TITLE 78
LEGISLATIVE RULE
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

SERIES 16
GUIDELINES FOR CHILD SUPPORT AWARDS

§78-16-1. General.

1.1. Scope. Thislegislative rule establishes guide-
lines for ¢hild support award amounts s¢ as to ensure
greater uniformity by those persons who make child
support recommendations and enter chiid support or-
ders and to increase predictability fer parents. chil-
dren, and other persons who are directly affected by
child support orders.

1.2, Authority. W. Va. Code $43A-2-8, 42 U.S.C.
$667,45 C.F .R. §302.56.

1.8. Filing Date. September 23, 1887
1.4. Effective Date. QOctober 1, 1887
§78-16-2. Guidelines for child support awards.

2.1, Federal law (42 U.3.C. §8667) reguires each
state to develop guidelines for establishing amounts
of child support obligations. The guidelines must be
made available to 2ll persons in the State who set
child support award amounts, i.e., all Circuit Court
Judges and Family Law Masters.

2.2. West Virginia Code §48A-2-8 requires guide-
lines for child support award amounts to insure great-
er uniformity by those persons recommending and en-
tering child support orders and to increase the pre-
dictability for parents, children and other persons
who are directly affected by child suppert orders. The

guidelines must be followed by the Child Advocate Of-

fice, Family Law Master and Circuit Court Judge un-
less they set forth in writing reasons for not following
the guidelines in the particular case involved.

2.3. West Virginia Code $48A-2-8 also establishes
criteriz to be considered in formulating the guide-
lines. These are as follows:

1. In order to insure that children properly
share in their parents' resources, the guidelines shall

provide that, after a consideration of respective pa-
rental incomes, child support will be related to the
level of living which the children would enjoy if they
were living in a household with both parents present,

2. The guidelines shall take into consideration
the financial contribution of both parents. They are
to provide for examining the financial contributions
of both parents in relationship to total income so as to
establish and equitably apportion the child support
obligation.

3. The guidelines shall take into consideration’
any pre-existing support orders.

4. The guldelines zre to provide direction in
cases invelving split or shared custody.

5. Alimony is not to be included in the amount
set a3 child support,

2.4, In addition to these criteria, the law requires
the guidelines for child support awards to take into
consideration the following underlying prineiples:

1. That parental expenditures on children rep-
resent a relatively constant percentage of family con-
sumption as family consumption increases, se that as
family Income increases, the family's level of con-
sumption increases, and the children should share in
and benefit from this increase;

2. That parental expenditures on children rep-
resent a declining proportion of family income as the
gross income of the family increases, s¢ that while

_ total dellar outlays for children have a positive rela-
tionship to the family's gross income, the proportion

of gross family income allotted for the children has s
negative relationship to gross income;

3. That expenditures on children vary accord-
ing to the number of children in the family, and as the
number of childreninthefamily increases, the expen-
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ditures for the children as a group increase, and the
expenditures on each individual child decrease; so
that due to increasing economies of scale and the in-
creased sharing of resources among family members,
spending will not increase in direct proportion io the
number of children; -

4, That as children grow older, expenditures on
children increase, particularly during the teenage
Years.

2.5. The Melson Formuls, devised by a Delaware
Judge and used in that State, incorporates the basic

guidelines and principles necessarvto satisfy both the
federal and state laws, Thus, the Melson Formula is
the basis for the guidelines established for the State
of West Virginia.

2.6. The guidelines and procedures for their use
are outlined at the end of this regulation.

2.7. A guidelines worksheet is attached as Appen-

7 d}x A




Part I. PRIMARY CHILD SUPPORT CALCULATICHN

STEP &, AVAILABLE NET FOR PRIMARY 3SUPPORT
1. DETERMINE EACH SUPPCRT OBLIGOR'S MONTHLY NET INCOME.

This is determined for each parent's income - the obliges and
obligor. Both parents are referred te as obligors for this
czlceulation,

To de this add:

a. Income from employment, as well as a1l other sources (such zs
pensions, dividends, interest, ete.}; zand

b. Business expense accouncs to the extent that they provide the
support obligor with scmething he would otherwise have Lo pro-
vide {such as automoblile, lunches, ete.}.

Subtract:

a. Income taxes figured cn the basis of the maximum allow-
able exemptions;

B. ther deductions reguired by law, ineluding child support
payments made pursuant to a Court order:

¢. Deduetions required by the employer, e.g., pensions,
nospitalization, etce;

d. Legitimate business expenses {for thes self-employed
obligor);

e, Benefits such as hospitalization insurance which are
maintained for the obligor's dependents.

The guidelines are Lo be completed using the obligor's net monthly
income. In instances where the obligor iIs paid other tnan monthly,
the monthly gross is to be determined as follows:

1. Obligor pald weekly: multiply by 52 weeks and .
divide by 712 months
2., Obligor paid weekly, add the four checks together
but ameunts vary: divide by four, multiply by

52 and divide ny 12

3. Chligor paid twice .multiply cone check
a month: by two
4, Biweekly: multiply by 26 weeks and
divide by 12

Deductions for payments on consumer debis or loans will not be
recognized except to the extent that such debts were incurred for
Indispensable items in use by the dependents or for necessary
hezlith care. Support obligors will not be z2llowed to reduce the
child support obligation by incurring debts other than for neces-
sities of 1ife.



Income so esitzblished will then be used to determine the obligor's
menthly net income for the purpose of calculating child support.

AlL information presented in these calculations should be based

on monthly amounts. Where a party is paid weekly, the pay should
pe multiplied by 52 and divided by 12 to arrive zat a corrsct
monthly amount. Likewise, in order to be considered, all child
care sxpenses, mediecal insurance payments, etc., must be presented
in accurate monthly amounts.

2. SUBTRACT THE OBLIGOR'S SELF-SUPPORT DEDUCTION.

Four hundred fifty dollars (3450) 2 month is established as the
self-support deduction for each obliger. This amount represents
the minimum amount required for an adult's subsistence requirements.

Income remaining after subtraction of the self-support deduction
amount i1s deemed available for payment of 2hild support. If no

amount is left after subtraction of the self-support deduction,

the c¢child support amount will be. set at fifty dollars (§50) per

month.

STEP B. DETERMINE THE PRIMARY CHILD SUPPORT NEED

The next step is to compute the PRIMARY SUPPORT NEED for each depen-
dent child. Like the sell-support deduction, the primary support
need represents the minimum amount required fo maintain z child at a
subsistence level.

The primary child support need of each child in questlion will be
considered by Tirst determining that child's rank in the custodial
pazrent's househeld and then using the appropriate figure shown below.

The minimum needs of the several members of z household are established
below. The order of household members is ranked on the basis of age:

First member {usually =z parent) $450 a month
Second member, 407 thereof, or $180 a month
Third & Fourth members, 30% thereof, or 8135 a month
Each additional member, 20% therecof, or $ 90 z month

Primary support is currsntly set at $180 per month for the second
member of the household (a second adult or first cnild in a2 single
adult family}, $135 per month for the third and fourth members, and
590 for each membar thereafter. In a case where the custodial parent
lives with his/ner parents cr other separate family, he/she and the
children will be considered to be in a household by themselves.

Add to the totzl primary needs of all the children in question the
cost of child care needed to z2llow a custodial parent to work,

STEP C. 'DETERMINE THE PRIMARY SUPPCRT OBLIGATION OF EACH OBLIGOR

The child's primary support needs are pro-rated between the parents
based on available net income as determined in Step 4.




To arrive at the percentage for each parent, divide each support
obliger's availahle net income for child support by the total avallabie
net income for child support. The resulting percentage (%) establishes
the burden each obliger should carry with respect to their children's
primary support. This percentage should then be multiplied by the
tetal primary child support need in order to arrive at the PRIMARY
SUPPORT QBLIGATION of eacnh obligoer.

PART II. STANDARD OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT (SOLA) CHILD SUPPCORT CALCULATION

SOLA 1s designed to appertion, as equitable considerstions require,
the income avallable to z suppert cbligor aflter he has met his oun
primary needs and those of his dependents. This standard of living
allowance enables the child to benefit from the higher living standard
of a parent.

STEP &£. DETERMINE THE AVAILABLE NET INCOME FOR SOLA SUPPORT

From each parent’s AVAILABLE N2T FOR PRIMARY SUPPORT estzblished
in Part 1, 3tep 4.

Subtract:

2., The PRIMARY SUPPORT CBLIGATION calcul=zted in Part I, Step C;

b. Where the support obligor has other dependents, the support
obligor may be entitled to a deduction for such a dependent before
calculating the SOLA obligation. If a parent does have despendents
other tharn the child for whom support is being sought, and such
other dependents are not covered by a court order, primary support
amounts for such dependents are to be deducted from obligor income
available for the SCLA&. Thus, if a non-custodial parent has two
other natural or adopted children living in the same nousehold,
and suppert is being czlculated for one child living with the
custodial parent, income avallable for S0LA would be reduced by
the primary support amount for those two children {most iikely
$270-$135 each as the Third and Fourth members of the household).
To do this ezleculation, use a second form and complete Part I,
Steps A, B, and C to determine the Primary Support Obligation for
the children, The primary support obligations for all of thess
children are to be combined and deducted from the AVAILABLE NET
FOR PRIMARY SUPPORT in Part II, Step A.

STEP B. CALCULATED SOLA SUPPORT OBLIGATION

Where income is available, both support obligors shall be required

to pay 15% for the first child, plus 10% each for the second and third
child, plus 5% each for the fourth, fifth, and sixth child, of the
AVAILABLE NET FOR 30QLA SUPPORT established in Part II, Step A. Thus,
the percentages used for the standard of living allowance are currentliy
set _at the following levels:

One child ' 15 percent
Twe children 25 percent
Three children . 35 percent




Four children 40 percent
Five children 45 percent
Six children 50 percent

Total SOLA ordered shall not exceed 50% of the discretionary income.
STEP C. CALCULATE THZ PER-CHILD SHARE OF SCLA& SUPPORT

Divide the total SOLA Support Obligation {(mother's and father's added
together) by the number of children for whom support is sought to arrive
at this figure.

PART III. DETERMINATION OF PARENTS' TOTAL MONTHLY SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS.

To determine the TOTAL MONTHLY CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATICN, add the
Primary Supgert Cbiigation and the individual SOLA Support Obligation
together. -

Where a support cbligor 1s also the custodial parent, the obligor
retains that share of the support chbligation owed to the child in his
custody and pays the difference, if any, to the other custodial parent
for the benefit of other children,

The obligation will be set at $50,00 if, according to the ezleculating,
the obligor's total monthly child support obligaticn is less than
$50.00.

These guldeliines contemplate normal visitation. arrangements, but non-
traditional custody arrangements are recognized.

Where parties share physical joint custedy on an equal basis, sach will
be considered to have the cnild for six {6} months during the course of
a year. To avold unnecessary transfers of funds, the "pay out" of esach
parent for the year should be defermined by multiplving the monthly
support obligabtion times six (6) months. If one parent's yearly obliga-
tien is greater than tnat owed by the other, the excess amount shall be
divided by twelve (12} and paid monthly over the course of the year,
unless the parties agree ctherwise. In other words, the cbiigation is
pro-rated based on the proportion of total time spent by the child in
the physical custedy of the other parent. Obligations for each of ths
parents are netted ouf, with the remalinder specified as the support
amount for the parent with the greater obtligation.




