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ADMIN|S
STATE FIRE COMMISSION

SERIES 4

STATE BUILDING CODE

87-4-1 GENERAL

1.1 Scope: These rules and regulations establish the rules
and regulations considered necessary by the State Fire Commission
for the safeguarding cof life and property and tec ensure the
quality of construction of all structures erected or renovated

throughout this state.
1.2 Authority: West Virginia State Code 29-3-5b.
1.3 PFiling Date:
1.4 Effective Date:

1.5 Incorporation of other Documents: This rule does not
include a reprinting of all the requirements impcsed by statute
or by the inccrporation of various nationally recognized
standards and codes cited in Secticn 4.1 of these rules and
regulaticens. For ascertaining these additional standards and
reguirements, it is necessary to make reference tc the other
documents. :

87-4-2  DEFINITIONS

2.1 Building code, includes all aspects of safe bullding
construction and mechanical operafticns and all safefty aspects
related thereto.

2.2 Fire marshal, means the West Virginia State Fire Marshal
and/cr his designated representatives. .

2.3 Fire Commission, means the eleven (1l; appointed members
of the wWest Virglnia state Flze Commlaslon.

2.4 Local Jjurisdiction, means municipal or county level
government,

2.5 8tate Building Code, means the entire contents of this
rule and the referenced national codes. -

Z.6 BOCA refers to the "Bullding Cfficials & Code
Administrators International", 4051 Flossmoor Recad, Country Club
Hills, Illinois, 60477-5795.
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2.7 CABD refers to the "Council cf American Building
Officials", 5203 Leesburg Pike, Suite 708, Falls Church,
Virginia, 22041. . ‘

8§7-4-3 CONFLICTS

3.1 Whenever there arises a conflict between the."state fire
code" and the "state building code", the '"state fire code' shall
take precedence.

3.2 Whenever there arises a conflict between <fhe BOCA
National Plumbing Code section of the "state bullding code"
and the rules of the West Virginia State Board of Health, the
rules of the Board of Health shall take precedence..

2.3 Whenever there arises a conflict between the "state
building code" and statutory laws of the State of West Vixginia,
the West Virginia State Code shall take precedence. ,

87-4-4 NATIONAL STANDARDS AND CODES

4.1 The standards and regulirements as set out and as
published by the Building Officials & Code Administrators
Internaticnal and the Council of American Bulilding Officials, as
listed below, shall have the same fcorce and effect as 1f set out
verbatim in this rule:

The BOCA National Building Code,
Feogsk Eleventh Edition, #5885 1890

The BOCA National Plumbing Code,
Seventh-Eighth Edition, 983 198990

The BOCA National Mechanical Code,
iyt Seventh Bdition, #88% 193890

The BOCA National sseisting Sisuetures Property

Maintenance Code,
feceneéd Third Edition, ®58% 13990

The BOCA National Energy Conservaticn Code
Eifeh Sixth Edition, 5865 1980

The CABO COne- and Two-Family Dwellling Code
+o86 1988 FEdition

4.2 A copy ¢f the said-respossiws codes s listed in Secticn
4,1 of this rule have been f£filed with the Secretary of State.

These code books, collectively cor separately, may be obtalined by
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:.mLaLuLn@ the Building Officials ¥ Code Addministrabtors
Internabional, 10I1L West Flossmosre Head, Countyy Dlubkz Hills,
Tllirnmis GOAT7-373%, lLelasnhone 7808 SHE2/795-0500y OF
BOCA Inmternaticonal Fegiomal GFfflces, 3332 Corporate Drive, Sulie
107, Columbus, Ohio =323D1 48228 itelephone &1478%0-10&4,

27 -a-0 ADOFRTION BY LQCal JURIBDIZTION

T.l Each eeundy or o gunicipalify—inierdirg-So—agdans |

Lrisdist h iidi : 3 ol

A ‘ imn adonting the State Rulliding Docde Shal
Bhate Filve Commlssion ¢4—+%5—tﬁégﬂ% j iting
o kg I enC e Gl RS- & comyw of the \:wrr;’w'_nana-_@ i
documeanss =nall he ssni £9&ua&éa¢ fo bhe Shate

ﬂdministratmr, West Virginia Bbtate Fire Lommzz@imh, %
Building, Room EE-£4, Tharleston, West Virginia Z530I
Eliviy (302 Jdays of the adoption.

S.2 Zach seutdy—or muRcEpeebd Local jurisdicvion whiah
! State Building Code shall bhave responstliility for the

adopts the a

enfovrocament of the bullding Cods2 as provided in West VYivginia
4 ~—
13 m

Cods ~1~=3mn and 8-12-12,

.3  Throughout the national codes, as adopted in Ssctiom &1
o f Elhis rule, there are discrefionary provigsions whigh reguire
further action by the adopting loral jurisdicbion 1inm o T
adapbt thess codas o various losmal conditions. T i R

the inkent of these rules to further authorize sash ‘
itrisdicticon to further complete, by order o ordinance. thoss
resoecfive areas Wwhich ars indicated o he complehbed v the
adoptling "durisdisotiont.

T, Within the nenality sections of each of fThe nabional
comdEs, as adonited 0 Section 2,1 of EBhis vule, there is A oenalty
foy imorigonment. The orovicion of imoyisonment fonr  amy
vicdation of these rules iz bto be considered ontiongl wiitbh sach
adopbing Lowmal duwrisdiction
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2.9 Each of the national cwodes, as adonted in
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o Sty _ LT sy LT
this rule, provides for a separate appeals bhoard, Howswer s
intent and reguirsments for an anpeal hbosard mayvy be meEt with the
creation by the Iogal duyiedicktion of a2 simgle ampeals bhoard For
the sntive "State Zuiiding Jode.

g7 —s=5 EXISTING BUILDIMNS ZODES

S.1 411 bullding codes which have been adopted hy loc
Juriscgictions prior fto the passage of West Virginia Code o=k,
shall be null and vold one yesar following the effective dave of
the State Bullding CTwode of MApril 23, 1398%.
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87-4-7 SEVERABILITY

7.1 The sections and subsections cf these rules and
regulations shatl—be—deomed are severable. Should any section or
sub section be deemad-yuled uncongtitutional by judicial opinion
areersbitubiorat 0r in any manner contrary to the laws of the
State _of West Virginia, then such opinion or enactment shall
invalidate only that particular secticn or subsectlon of these
rules and regulations and all other sections shall remain in full
force and effect: Provided, that such remalning portions are not
determined to be inseparable, and tc this end these rules and
regulaticns are declared separsbie severable.
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WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE (AnA s
LEGISLATIVE RULE-MAKING REVIEW COMMITTEE ' 70 4 5 33
Room M-438, Sate Caplic] R
Charlesion, West Virginia 25308 ‘“_7_”-.'.
(304) 340-3286 o

Senator Llgyd Jacksen, Co-Chairman Debra A. Grahan, Counsel
Delegate Patrick H. Murphy, Co-Chalrman Michael McThomas, Associate Counsel
Marie Nickerson, Admr. Assistant

NOTICE OF ACTION TAKEN BY LEGISTATIVE RULE-MAKING REVIEW COMMITTEE

Novenmber 14, 199C

TO: - . Ken Hechler, Secretary of State, State Register

TC: "Mr. Arnett B. Corley, Jr. -
State FTire Administrator :
State Capitol, EB-64
Charleston, WV 25305

FROM: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

PROPOSED RULE: State Building Code

The Legislative Rule-Maklng Review Comnlttee recommends that the WestT
Virginia Legislature: - - z

1. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative Rule -
(a) as criginally filed ,
(b) as modified by the agency X

2. Authorize the agency to promulgate part of the Legislative
rule: a statement of reasons for such recommendation is.
attached. -

3. Authorize the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule
with certain amendments; amendments and a statement of
reasons ror such recommendation is attached.

4. Authorilze the agency to promulgate the Legislative rule L
as modified with certain amendments; amendments and a
statement of reasons for such recommendation is attached.

S. Reconmends that the rule ke withdrawn; a statement of
reasons for such reconmendation is attached.

Pursuant to Code 29A-3-11(c), this notice has been filed in the State
Register and with the agency proposing the rule. -

c¢:  Janlece Scalia
100 W. King Street - :
Martinsburg, WV 25401 o




