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- SUMMARY

The West Virginia State Fire Commission promulgates the State
Building Code in accordance with West Virginia Code, Chapter 29,
Article 3, Section 5b. The purpose of this code is to establish
the rules necessary for the safeguarding of property through the
quality of construction of all structures erected or renovated
throughout this state.

The State Building Code adopts the Thirteenth Edition of the
BOCA National Building Code, 1996; BOCA Internaticnal Plumbing
Code, First Edition, 1996; BOCA International Mechanical Ccde,
First Edition, 1996; BOCA National Property Maintenance Code,
Fifth Edition, 1996; BOCA National Energy Conservation Code,
Seventh Edition, 1993; and the CABO One~and Two-Family Dwelling
Code, 1995 or 1992 Edition.

AMENDMENT TO STATE BUILDING CODE

The West Virginia State Fire Commission officially revised
the State Building Code as a result of public comments received.
The proposed amendment authorizes the designer or manufacturer the
option of using the 1995 or 1992 CABO One~and Two-Family Dwelling
Code. This option eliminates the controversy of the "stair
geometry" for one-and two-family dwellings.
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TITLE 87

STATE FIRE COMMISSION
SERIES 4 '

STATE BUILDING CODE

87-4-1 GENERAL e o C - -

1.1 Scope: This rule establishes the standards considered
necessary by the State Fire Commission for the zafeguarding of
life and property and to ensure the quality of construction of
all structures erectéd or renovated throughout this state.

1.2 Authority: West Virginia Code 29-3~5b.
1.3 Filing Date:
1.4 Effective Date:

1.5 Incorporation of other Documents: This rule does not
include a reprinting of all the requirements imposed by statute
or by the incorporation of various nationally recognized .
standards and codes cited in Section 4.1 of this rule. For
ascertaining these additional _standards and requirements, it is
necessary to make reference to the other documents.

87-4-2 DEFINITICNS

2.1 "Building code” - includes éil'aspectéfbffsafe bulldlhg
construction and mechanical operatlons and all safety aspects
related thereto. - . - - o

2.2 "PFire marshal" - means the West Virginia State Fire
Marshal and/or his or her designated representatives.

2.3 "Fire Commission" - means the thirteen (13) appointed
members of the West Virginia State Fire Commission.

2.4 "lLocal jurlsdlctlon" - means mun1c1pal or county 1evel
government. T -

2.5 U"State Building Ccde" - means the entire contents of
this rule and the referenced naticnal codes.

2.6 "BOCA" - refers to the "Building Officials & Code
Administrators International"”.

b
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2.7 "CABO" ~ refers to the "Council of American Building
Officials", 5203 Leesburg Pike, Suite 708, Falls Church, Virginia
22041. e

87-4-3 CONFLICTS

3.3 "Whenever there is a conflict between the "state fire
code"” and the "state building code", the state fire code takes
precedence.

3.2 Whenever there is a conflict between the BOCA National
Plumbing Code sectiocn of the "state building code” and the rules
of the West Virginia State Board of Health, the rules of the
Board cof Health takes precedence.

3.3 Whenever there is a conflict between the "state
building code" and statutory laws of the State of West Vlrglnla,
the West Virginia Code takes precedence.

8§7-4~4 NATIONAL STANDARDS AND CODES

4.1 The standards and reguirements as set out and as
published by the Building Officials & Code Administrators
International and the Council of American Building Officials, as
listed below, shall have the same force and effect as if set out
verbatim in this rule: -

The BOCA National Building Code,
Thirteenth Fwelfth Edition, +993— 1996

The BOCA Natiemal International Plumbing Code,
First Nimth Edition, 1883— 1996

The BOCA Naiienal International Mechanical Code,
First Eighth Edition, 49893 1996

The BOCA National Property Maintenance Cocde,
Fifth Fouwrth Edition, +983— 1996
This Maintenance Code may be
rejected at the option of the local
jurisdiction. . o

The BOCA National Energy Conservation Code
Seventh Edition, 1993

The CABC One - and Two-~Family Dwelling Code
‘ 1995 or-1992 Edition .
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4.1.1 The following structures are not subject to
inspection by local jurisdictions:

4.1.]l.a - Group U utility structures and storage sheds
comprising an area not meore than 150 sg. ft.
which have nc plumbing or electrical con-
nections and are utilized only for residential
storage purposes. (Examples include storage
sheds that are for the residential storage of
lawnmowers, tools, bicycles or furniture.) Not
included are those utility structures and :
storage sheds which have plumbing or electrical
connections or are used for the storage of
explosives or other hazardous or explosive
materials.

4.2 A copy of the codes listed in Secticn 4.1 of this rule
have been filed with the Secretary of State. These code books,
collectively or separately, may be obtained by contacting the
Building Officials & Code Administratcrs Internaticnal, 4051 West
Flossmoor Road, Country Club Eills, Illinois 60477-5795,
telephone 708/799-2300; or BCCA International Regional Offices,
3592 Corporate Drive, Suite 10?, Columbus, OChio 43231, telephone
614/890~1061. — - - -

87-4-5 ADOPTION BY LOCAL JURISDICTION

5.1 Each local jurisdiction adoptlng the State Building Code
shall notify the State Fire Commission in writing. The local
3urlsdlctlon shall send a copy of the cordinance or order to the
State Fire Marshal, West Virginia State Fire Commission, State
Capitol Complex, Charleston, West Virginia 25305, within thirty
{30) days of adoption.

5.2 Each local jurisdiction which adopts the State Building
Code has respon51blllty for the enforcement of the building code
as provided in West Virginia Code 7-1-3n and 8-12-13.

5.3 Throughout the natiocnal codes, as adopted in Section 4.1
of this rule, there are discretionary provisions which require
further action by the adopting local jurisdiction in order to
adapt these codes to various local conditions. It is therefore
the intent of this rule to further authorize each local
jurisdiction to further complete, by order or ordnance, those
respective areas which are indicated to be completed by the
adopting "jurlsdlctlon"
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5.4 Within the penalty sections of each of the national.
codes, as adopted in Section 14.1 of this rule, there is a
penalty for imprisonment. The provision of imprisconment for any
violation of this rule is to be considered opticnal with each
adopting local jurisdiction. _ S o

5.5 - Each of the national codes, as adopted in Secticn 4.1 of
this rule, provides for a separate appeals board, however; the
intent and requirements for an appeal beoard may be met with the
creation by the local jurisdiction of a single appeals board for
the entire "State Building Code.™.

87-4-6 EXISTING BUILDING CODES

6.1 All building codes which have been adopted by local
jurisdictions prior to the passage of West Virginia Code 29-3-5b,
shall be null and void.one year following the effective date of
the State Building Code of. April. 28, 1989.

87-4-7 SEVERABILITY - . L -

7.1 The sections and subsections of this rule are severakle,
Should any secticn or sub section be ruled unconstitutional by
judicial opinion or in any manner contrary to the laws of the
State of West Virginia, then the opinion or enactment invalidates
only that particular section or subsecticn of this rule and all
octher sections remain in full force and effect: Provided, the
remaining portions are not determined to be inseparable, and to
this end this rule is declared severidble.
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"APPENDIX B
FISCAL NOTE FOR PRQPCSED RULES

STATE -BUILDING CODE

Rule Title:

Type of Rule: XX Legislativea _ Interpretive Procedural

Agency State Fire Commission

2100 Washington Street, East

Address
Charlesteon, WV 25305

1. Effect of Proposed Rule

— . —— ==m=a . - L —— = —— _==ﬁ=m
ANNUAL FISCAL YEAR
- — = e —_—
IXCREASE DECHEASE CURRINT xxr TEERZATTER
— — = === . = === _ -~ L e
ESTIMATED TOTAL $ $ $ $ $
CoST 0 0 0 0 0
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0
CURRENT EXPENSE 0 0 0 0 )
REPAIRS &
ALTERNATIONS 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 ' 0
| OTHER 0 0 0 0 0|

2. Explanation of above estimates:

Non Applicable _

3. Objectives of these rules:
The objective cof this Rule is to providé for technological changes in
building construction and renovaticns. This Rule provides minimum standards
to ensure the public safety, health and welfare insofar as building construction,
and te 1ife and property from hazards Incident to the cccupancy of buildings,

structures and premises.




Rule Title: STATE BUILDING CODE

4. Explanation of Overall Economic In;pact of Proposed Rule.

A. Economic Impact on State Government.
This proposed Rule provides updated technology in building

construction. There is no cost to the State of West Virginia
for filing this Rule. = ;

B. Economic Impact on Political Subdivisions; Specific
Industries; Specific groups of Citizens.
Use of the latest edition of the building c¢ode and supplements
provide the latest technology in building design and coastruction
to all citizens throughout the State.

C. Economic -Impact on Citizens/Public at Large.
The adoption of this Rule provides minimum standards to ensure -
public safety, health and welfare through building design and
construction for all citizens.

Date: \//’Zédx/ &5 ST

Signature of en Head or Authorized Reprensentative
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WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

IN RE: PUBLIC HEARING ON PRCEPOSED REVISION OF THE
WEST VIRGINIA STATE BUILDING CODE

The following is a transcript of proceedings had in the
public hearing held in the above-styled matter on the 24th
day of June, 1996, at the West Virginia State Capitol
Complex,  East Wing, Room 215, Charleston, Kanawha County,
West Virginia, before Sherry M. Lawson, Certified Court -

Reporter and Notary Public for the State of West Virginia.

PHYLLIS HAYNES EDENS, CCR, INC.
CERTIFIED COURT REPORTERS
Post Office Box 13337
Sissonville, West Virginia 25360

(304) 984-3531 q
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MR. GUF%‘EY; . Good morning and welcome. My name is
Francis Guffey. I'm é'member cf the West Virginia State Fire
Commission. I reépresent” the West Virginia Society of
Architects on the Fire Commission and I will .be presiding
over this public hearing and I will be strictly neutral.

This public hearing is in reference to revising the
current State Bullding Cede. This revision incorpcrates the
latest - editions of the Building ©Officials and Code
Administraters Building Code, or BOCA, as we all know -it.
The purpose of this public hearing is to receive public
comments regarding revisicn of the State Building Code.

Your comments will be considered by the State Fire
Commission and acted upocn aééfopriately, Written comments
recelved by June 28, 1996 will be considered by the Fire
Commission.

At this time I’'m regquesting all. those present to
sign the register and indicate if you’re. =-_—-It’s already
done, ckay.

Introduction of guests: From the 8tate .Fire
Marshal’s Office we have Walter Smittle, III and L. Darl

Cross in the back. Sherry ILawson 1is a Certified Court

Reporter .and she will be reccrding this hearing and the
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proceedings fresented to the State Fire Commission.

The State Fire Commission is proposing to adopt the
following: The Thirteenth Edition, 1996, BOCA Naticnal
Building Code; First Editien, 1996, BOCA International
Plumbing Code; First Egdition, 1996, BCCA Internaticnal
Mechanical Ccde; Fifth Edition, 1996, BOCA National Property
Maintenance Cocde, and we have listed here the 1995 Edition of
the CABO One and Two-Family Dwelling Code.

Earlier I requested each individual present today
to sign the register. At this time I will call on those
individuals fegistered to comment. Beth Thomasson,
representing the West Virginia Home Builders.

MS. THOMASSON: Thaﬂk you, Mr. Chairman. Now, my
comments are going to be two-part.- One, the ones that I have
prepared and brought with me, and then I have had a
discussion, also, with Mr. Guffey that I would like to
comment on for the record at the conclusion of ~these
comments.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to
speak to yocu on behalf of the West Virginia Home Bullders
Association on the proposed rules to adopt the 1995 CABO and

1996 BOCA codes as the cfficial statewide building ccde to be
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used in West-Virginia.
I am Beth Thomasson, executive directcor of the Home
Builders Association, and I want to bring to your committee

two or three points which we feel are very important in these

proposed rules. o - ) ) 7 -

Number one, we strongly feel that there is no need .
to file the rules as emergency rules. The code states, "For
the purpose of this section, an emergency exists when the
promulgation of an emergency rule 1is necessary for the
immediate preservation of public peace, health, safety or
welfare, to comply with a time limitation established by this
code or by a federal statute or regulation, or to prevent
substantial harm to the publié interest."

It is our opinion that adopting one edition of the
code cver another does not constitute an emergency as defined
above. .By contrast, making them retrcactive could cause
substantial and . severe problems for projects being
constructed in this interim. This would catch most builders
in the height of their building seascn with homes already
under ccnstruction under a prior set of_rules. - I alsco
believe you might find that many, probably mcst, code adopted

counties and nunicipalities are still using the editions
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adcpted by the just concluded legislature. It is gquite
conceivable that'many:are still using the ones that we first
adcpted. -We feel that this would create a confusion that is
really nct necessary.

My second point 1is that there are gquite a few
changes in the 1995 CABO code. .The most controversial sesms
to be the change in stair reguirements to a maximum 7-3/4
inch risers and a minimum 10-inch treads. Granted, this does
not pose as great a problem as the previously studied 7-11.
However, it is a change from the 1992 8-1/4 and 9-inch
requirement and we need to have time to study its effect on
this state’s builders.

These rules were fiied only 30 days ago and while
I have been in constant contact with our State President, our

Legislative Chairman, and some key builders, the last time

that our £full legislative committee and Becard of Directors

met was in mid April, neot to meet again until July 12th and

13th. It seems only fair to allow the people who will have
to live by the building code a chance. tc have time to study
the effect and to be abkle to work with you tc achieve
consensus and compremise.

It could very well be that our Association will
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agree that %o undue hardships will be posed. We need,
however, a chance to s%udy and fully analyze these questions.
I can tell you that our Naticnal Asscciaticon has been a
strong opponent of the amendments of the stailr requirement,
citing the increase required in total sguare footage and
added cost, especially in the more modest home. In &
memorandum they stated, "The stairway requirements of the
latest editions of both the BOCA and CABO codes are
technically unsubstantiated and produce an economic hardship
on affordable housing and first-time home buyers".

I want to reiterate again that our Associaticn may
or may not decide to agree with their perception, but we need
a chance to discuss and form é’position without the threat of
being held responsible for projects in progress.

Another coﬁcern that we have is how the referenced CABO
Model Energy Code that is reference in the 1596 BOCA edition
affects us. Two years ago our members had a chance to attend
a seminar on the CABO Mcdel Energy Code. We know that it is
restrictive and severe. This, too, needs meore study before
we can take a positiocn.

We have always enjoved and appreciated the good

relationship we have had with the Fire Commission, the Fire
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Marshal and his excellent staff. We applaud the commitment
that you have to the West Virginia citizens in protécting

their well-being. We, likewise, appreciate the consideration

you have shown the building industry in recognizing their ..

commitment in providing safe housing without unnecessary and
burdensome rules and regulations.

We urge you to give us the opportunity to take an
official position on the preoposals and work with you in the
best interest of your agency and our industry, without
creating an emergency which we believe does not exist.

Now, those were my prepared remarks that were
approved by my Legislative Chairman and State President.
This morning Mr. Guffey and Iﬁhave had a conversation and I
think what he feels, if I'm saying this right, is probably
the best interest right now is that they go to the Secretary
of State’s Office and instead of proposing the 1995 CABO code
as previcusly proposed, stay with the 1992, which we have.
suppecrted and helped with its passage. We may f£ind when we
start looking this over .in depth and peoll our members that
the newer versicn is ckay, but for the time being, the 1585

would be scratched from the proposed rules and stay with what

we have,
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I glso believe from the conversation that we had
that it’s his intent: with no misunderstanding, that until
further study and evaluation that the CABO Mcdel Energy Code
that '1s referenced in the BOCA edition will not- affect

residential construction. Do I have that correct?

MR. GUFFEY: Yes, ma’am, you do.
MS. THOMASSON: Thank you very much.
MR. GUFFEY: .. Thank you, Beth.

I think a number of vou all have realized what a
hard struggle we had here in the state to get a building code
adepted and the home builders were very strong supporters in

that effort.
Llovyd Milier repres;nting ATA West Virginia.

MR. MILLER: My name is Lloyd Miller. I am the
current President of AIA West Virginia, also President of the
Divisions Architects located in South Charleston, West
Virginia, aid I come to speak in favor of the adeption of the .
1996 BOCA code and the other items listed on the proposed
legislation.

It is impertant as professionals that we Keep

up-to-date with the current laws and regulations and

standards created by the building industry. It’'s a




10
11
12
13
14
i5
16
17
18

19

z0

21

22"

Proceedings 19

constantly changing industry with new means of construction

and materials, new methods, and as an architect to keep up

with those. . - -

In order tc provide our clients with the safest and
most environmentally friendly structures, it’s important that
we have supporting those efforts laws and regulations within
the state that help toc provide those kinds of structures.

There’s a good bit of research, historical
evidence, that is obtained in developing these model codes
that justify the kinds of issues that they address and the
changes that they bring up are a result of this kind of
research. In order to keep up with the standards of the
state and to enforce the higﬁ;ét gquality of work possible, I
think it’s impertant that the state keep up~to-date with
these particular codes.

In reference to the CABOC code, I think still jit’s
important that we keep up with the current standards that the
National Model Ccdes are emphasizing. EHowever, I do realize
that it may bring an undue burden in analyzing the affect
that this might have con the local home builders. I would
encourage that the Commission at least lock favorably upon

the commercial end of the 1936 BOCA codes, mavbe with scme
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adjustments és alluded toc by Ms. Beth Thomasson, on the CABO
dwelling codes, and I:think that our scciety and our members
would be in support of that, with the idea that the home
builders do have the cpportunity to research that information
and come back with the intentiocn of pessibly adopting that
code at some future polint in time.

That’s all I have. Thank you.

MR. GUFFEY: - Thank you very much.

Greg Williamson, immediate past president of AIA

West Virginia. - .- _
MR, WILLIAMSON: Thank ycu very much. I’11 take just

a few moments of your time, if I mnay. My name is Greg
Williamson. I'm an architééf with the firm of Gandee &
Partners located here in Charleston, and as the Chairman has
indicated, I am the immediate past president -of the West
Virginia Society of Architects, AIA. : S

We are appreciative of the efforts of the West
Virginia State Fire Commission in the past toward the
implementation of the statewide building ccde and I‘m here
today to support the continued effeorts that are -being.
discussed in this present legislative rule.

For years the construction design community in West
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Virginia'haé,dealt with issues of active cecdes which are
often one or two reviéions behind the most current. That has
lead tco significant confusion on ocur part and we believe
often, as Mr. Miller has indicated, can .omit some very
appropriate life safety measures and construction measures
which should be incorporated.

We believe the most current codes generally provide
the latest advancements in construction and building safety
technology, that it provides for the latest advancements in
energy efficiency, énergy conservaticn and design.

We recognize that there are problems with
transition of those current codes. Speaking perscnally, I
would prefer a suggested rule to immediatély transfer to the
most - current - codes whenever +those codes are available,
recognizing that there are legislative problems in enacting
that, but I believe there are ways for_ legislators to resolve
those issues.

Again, though, I do support the adoption of the
1996, most current codes. Thank ycu very much.

MR. GUFFEY: Thank you, Greg..

Next to speak, Blair Frier, immediate past/past

president c¢f-AIA West Virginia, or immediate/immediate past:- -
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MR. FRfER: Mr. Chairman, I think that means I‘'m the
cldest one of the grgup.

I'm not sure that there’s a whole lot I can add to.
what has already been said.. I would like to echo the design
community in the fact that it is much easier for us to be
able to deal with the most current code as opposed to trying
tc rifle through several other past codes, and try to
reconcile all that type of information.

I believe, as others have already said, that the
advances that are up-to-date in the most current code are the
most advanced safety, technology-type issues, and those are
the kinds of things that we, as professionals, prefer to work
with and deal with. |

At the same time, I'm also sympathetic to home
builders. I don’t think it’s our intent to cause anyone any
undue hardship here. If there-is some sort of a way to reach
some kind of compromise on the issue, then certainly that’s
acceptable to us, but I would encourage you to locok as
favorably as you can on the adoption of the most current code
that you possibly cculd. Thank you.

MR. GUFFEY: Thank you.

would anyone else like to speak before the group?
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EWHEREUPON, there was no respconse.)

MR. GUFFEY: Sééing nb hands waving, again, written
comments can be submitted to the State Fire Commission by
June 28th, and Beth, if you would put your comments as to
what was agreed to earlier this morning in writing to the
Fire Commission, we would appreciate that.

Hearing nothing else, we are adjourned, and thank
you very much for coming out on a very hot and steamy day.
(WHEREUPON, the public hearing

was concluded at 10:25 a.m.)
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HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSCCIATION D[ HOME BUILDERS

P
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™

700 Virginia Street, W. « P.O, Box 6250 » Charleston, WV 25362-0250 » Phone: (304) 342-5176 « FAX: (304) 342-5177

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity

President to speak to you on behalf of the West Virginia Home

Stan Bucklew - Builders Association .. and the proposed rules to

First Vice President adopt the 1995 CABO and 1996 BOCA codes as the

Alan Baker official statewide building code to be used in West
Virginia.

Second Vice President .
I am Beth Thomasson, executive officer of the

William F. Mays ) -

Home Builders Association, and I want to bring to

Third Vice President - your committee two or three points which we feel
Billy G. Pickreil are very important in these proposed rules.

‘“%Eiﬁ%ﬁi?ﬁﬁmﬁ 1. We strongly feel that there is no need to file

the rules as emergency rules. WV Code 289A-3-15A

Secretary (f) states "For the purpose of this. section, an

“emergency exists when the promulgation of an emer-

Clifford A. Gillilan
gency rule is necessary (1) for the immediate

Treasurer preservation of public peace, health, safety or
Gerald D. Workman welfare, (2) to comply with a time limitation
National R o established by this code or by a federal statute or
13?“? ;%ffmmwe regulation, or (3) to prevent substantial harm to
andraj.Luan . ‘the public interest".
t irector
hkﬁﬁfﬂiﬁe It is our opinion that adopting one edition of

the code over another does not constitute an emer-
Alternate National Director gency as defined above. By contrast, making them

William 7. Richmond, Jr. retroactive could cause substantial and severe

. . problems for projects being constructed in this
Asscciate Member Director interim. This would catch most builders in the
Joseph Jones : height of their building season with homes already

Ceneral Counsel ‘under construction wunder a prior set of rules. I
William F. Richmond, Jr. also believe you might find that many (probably
most) code adopted counties and municipalities are .
- . using the editions adopted by the just concluded
legislature. It is quite conceivable that many are
still using the 138% and 198G editions. Why create
a confusion that is not necessary

LT fRday L PR T LS

T

C - T el todmoe -,

2. There are qu1te a few changes in . the 1990 CABO
code. .The most controversial seems to be the
change in stair requirement to "maximum 7-3/4" ris-
ers and minimum 19" treads"™.  Granted, this does
not pose as great a problem as the previously stu-
died "7-11"; however, it is a big change from the
1882 8-1/4"- 38" requirement and we need to have
time to study its effect on this state’s builders.

A Building Force.
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June 24, 1986 I
Page 2 )

These rules were filed only 30 days ago and,
while I have been in _constant contact with our
State President, our Legislative Chairman and some

key " bupilders .. the last time our full legislative
committee (and Board of Directors) met was in mid
April .. not to meet again until July 12th & 13th.

It seems only fair to allow the people who will
have to live by the building code a chance to have .
time to study the effect and to be . able to work
with you to achieve consensus and compromise. It
could very well be that our Association will agree
that no undue hardships will be posed.. We need,
however, a chance to study and fully analyze these .
questions. - I can tell you that our National Asso-
ciation has been a strong opponent of the _amend-
ments of the stair requirement .. c¢iting the
- increase required in total square footage and added
cost (especially 1in the more modest home). In a
memorandum they stated "The stairway requirements
of the _latest editions of both the BOCA and CABO
codes are technically unsubstantiated . and produce
an economic hardship on affordable housing and
first-time home buyers”.

As stated previously our Association may or
may not decide to agree with their perception
but we need a chance to discuss and form a position
without the threat of being held responsibie for

projects in progress.

3. One more concern is how the referenced CABO
Model Energy Code as referenced in the 1996 BOCA
edition affects us. Two years ago our members had
a chance to.attend a seminar on the CABO MEC. We
know that it restrictive and severe. This, too,
needs more study before we can take a position.

We have always enjoyed and appreciated the
good relationship we have had with, the Fire Com-
mission, the Fire Marshal and his excellent staff.
We applaud the commitment that you have to West
Virginia citizens in protecting their well being.
We, likewise, appreciate the consideration you have
shown for the building industry in recognizing
their commitment in providing safe housing without
unnecessary and burdensome rules and regulations.

We urge you to. give us the opportunity to take
an official position on the proposals and work with
you in the best interest of your agency and our
industry without creating an emergency which we
believe doces not exist.

cc:  Secretary of State
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PALACHIAN

*Loe STRUCTURES

NATIONAL SALES OFFICE - SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE
177, Exit 132 & Route 21§ B -85 Botwesan Exits 92 & 95
PO, Box 614 - Ripley, WV 25271 e 587 Wilcox AvenueA.Gc:f'fne\;ESC 29341
(304) 372-6410 - (80C) 4585990 - FAX (304) 372-3154 : T (803) 487-5952 - (800) 350-2574 - FAX (803) 487-7438 ;

June 20, 1996

Attn.: AB Corley, Jr.

State Fire Commission

State Capital Complex

2100 Washington St. E. ]

Charleston, WV 25305 . .. _. R L

Dear Mr. Corley, Jr.

Our company, Appalachian Log Structures, Inc. is a log manufacturer, producing materials
for lIog homes that are built in West Virginia. Our company str:ves to prowde our cusiomers
with the best possible value in housing.

The purpose of this letter is to urge the state of West Virginia to reject the new stair geometry
requirements that have recently been published in the 1996 National Building Code of the
Building Officials and Code Administrators (BOCA) and the 1995 One and Two-Family
Dwelling Code of the Counci! of American Building Officials (CABO). These two model
building codes which influence the building codes adopted in your jurisdiction have recently
changed the minimum stair trend and riser requirements from a 8 1/4 “riser and 9" tread to a 7
3747 riser and 10" tread. The need for these changes is technically unsubstantiated and will
increase the cost of housing in West Virginia, especially for first-time buyers and others in need
of moderately priced housing. It should be noted that the other two model building codes in the
nation, the Uniform Building Cede and Scuthers Building Code, have not changed the stair

geometry requirement. o o - . o
Thank you for your time considering our position on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Douglas C. Parsons
Vice President Operations

DCP/dek




June 20, 1996

Mr. Bill L. Spencer =~ Chairman

State Fire Commission

2100 Washington Street, West

Charlesteon, WV 25312 . - -

Re: Adoption of 1996 BOCA Code .

Dear Mr. Spencer:

It 1s very important that West Virginia adopt the most
current building codes available since these are also the
most thoroughly refined codes published.

The newest codes take advantage of the latest
advancements in construction and materials technology
including energy conservation.

While some controversy exists relative to the 1995 CABO

One & Two Family Dwelling Code as it concerns stairway

tread and riser configuration, most architects are
already designing residential stairways to a higher
standard than the CABC requirements.

Upon researching the difference between the twe stair
codes, I found that the stair footprint required by the
1995 code will be 6 sguare feet more for a 3 foot wide
stairway and 8 square feet for a 4 foot wide stairway.
I really fail to see this as a big problem considering

“that the larger stair will be safer to use and not a big

expense to construct.

Sincezely yours,

DYy
Francis Guffey, FAIA

FG/cas

Xc: AIA/WV Executive Committee

Paul D, Marshall & Assodiates, Inc., Architscts
915 Breezemont Drive, Charleston, West Virginia 23302
304-343-5310 i




BUILDING FOR TOMORROW

600 Neorth Twelfth Street
Lemoyne, PA 17045
717-730-4380
FAX 717-730-4396

June 27, 1996

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS AND TELEFAX

MWr. Walter Smittle 111

State Fire Marshal

State Fire Commission”

The Department of Military Affairs
and Public Safety

State Capitol Complex

Charleston, WV 25305

Dear Mr. Smittle:

I am writing to you again on behalf of the Mid-Atlantic Building Systems Council, representing
the modular housing indusiry. I appreciated the opportunity to speak with you by telephone
today. Enclosed is a copy of my May 31, 1996, correspondence to you which reiterates our
strong opposition to the new stair geometry. Also enclosed is a table summarizing the stair
geometry positions throughout the northeast Urnited States. I would appreciate your making
this part of the public record to be reviewed by the Commission as they decide whether to
adopt the new stair geometry or maintain the existing measurements.

As you will note in reviewing the attached information, we have not identified a single state that
intends to adopt the stair geometry contained in the latest editions of BOCA and CABQ. We
would respectfully request that the state of West Vu-gnna consider maintaining the existing

8 1/4" maximum riser and 9" minimum tread as well.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. Please feel free to contact me if I may be
of assistance to you in the future.

Sincerely,

FBE Wpen

Steve Spyder
Executive Diractor

Enclosures
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BUILDING FOR TOMORROW

600 North Twelfth Street
. .. Lemoyne, PA 17043
May 31,1996 S - = T717-730-4380
FAX 717-730-1396

Mr. Walter Smittle, III

State Fire Marshall

2000 Quarrier Street o o L
Charleston, WV 25305

Dear Mr. Smittle:

I am writing on behalf of the Mid-Atlantic Building Systems Council representing the modular
housing industry to reiterate our industry's serious concern regarding the recent adoption of new
stair geometry by BOCA and CABO. Many states are now reviewing the updated codes for
adoption and we want to make sure you are aware of how detrimental this new stair geometry
will be to the modular housing industry.

As you are no doubt aware, the proponents of this new, more gradual stair have made the
argument that the new geometry will create a safer stair on which people are less apt to fall.
However, these proponents have never been able to show any conclusive evidence that stair
accidents can be linked to stair geometry. No one argues that people do not fall on stairs.
However, there is absolutely no research to prove that by changing the geometry of the stair, less
accidents will occur. We must understand that in any home where there are stairs, there is an

- inherent danger of a fall. This will not change by changing the riser and run measurements. Yet,
with no conclusive proof that the geometry change will reduce mishaps, the mode! code groups
have gone ahead and passed this code change, which will have a devastating effect on our

industry.

Since the modular home is manufactured in specific widths in order to transport the modules on
the highway, we cannot simply increase the width of the home to accommodate this new stair.
As aresult, many of the narrower width homes will be completely eliminated while others will
have to be re-designed to accommodate a winding stair or a stair which utilizes a landing. These
smaller homes which simply cannet accommodate the new stair have long been the most popular
home for first-time home buyers and families on limited incomes. For larger homes where a re-
design stair is possible, the cost will be significantly increased and will have 1o be passed on to

the consurmer.




Mr. Walter Smittle, [11 -2- May 31, 1996

Qur members ship homes to up to 16 states throughout the northeast. The plan approval process
is different for every state we ship into; however, one thing holds true, the process is costly and
time consuming. As a result of the new stair geometry, entire volumes of floor plans will have to
be re-designed and re-submitted in most states. Most modular manufacturers sell their homes
through a network of builders who ordinarily own several model homes. As a result of the new
stair geometry, these models are all obsolete.

Since the adoption of the new stair geornetry, cur industry has been in touch with state officials
in every state we have shipped into to inform them of how damaging this change will be and to
determine whether individual states will be adopting the change. To date, while several states
are still reviewing the change, we have not been able to identify one single state in our shipping
area that believes there is merit in the new stair geometry and intends to adopt this provision.

On behalf of the modular industry, we strongly encourage you to maintain the existing stair
geometry of 8 1/4" x 9." This stair is both safe and affordable and has served the consumers of

your state well in both capacities.

As your state continues to review the code, we would appreciate the opportunity to be
involved in this process. We would like to respectfully request that you confact us should

there be an opportunity for public input.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns, ~

Sincerely,

Steve Snyder _ o L
Executive Director

Enclosures

cecr— MABSC Manufacturer Members
MABSC Third Party Agency Members
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CoOMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYIJANIA
DEPAITMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
- - HARRISSURG
17120

September 7, 1995

Mr, Raymcnd H. Greene, P.E.
Presidant

BOCA International

4051 W. Flossmocr Road

Country Club Hills, IL 6€0478=-5785

Dear Mr., Greene:

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is a long standing member of
BOCA International. Through our state-wide Dpreemptive
industrialized (modular) heusing program we have relied upon the
wisdom of az unamended/uniform/latest edition BOCA/CABC standard
since 1972. We truly believe that the naticnal model code groups
in general, and BOCA inp particular, are bstter equipped to write
standards in an objective consensus enviromment, allowing States
and local governments to concentrate on more effective

administration and compliance.

We recently proposed adeption of the 15392 CABO MEC as the
Commonwealth's state-wide preemptive energy construction standaxd
in lieu of a "home-grown" standard in place for many years. The
Pennsylvania builders have advanced legislation which would adopt
a uniform BOCA/CABO standard, as the Commeonwealth's first state=-
wide construction code. ¥We have supported the initiative for =z
‘state-wide BOCA/CABO standard and this Department has been
designated to administer the Code.

However, the decision last year by CABO and BOCA to mcd;fy
residential stair geometry has given us cause, t
Te question your process. Contrary to the pelief of BOCA'
Building Code Development Committee, as evidenced by their
unanimous vote on this issue, we have earnestly and objectively
searched out available 1nfcrmat1cn, rasenrch and testimony on this

subject, and 4 no c iv e
. We do not doubt the slncarity or good intentions cf

those voting, but have seen 1j £
ie iy mtna a8 ] it.

We ptrongly urge you to reconsider this issue or produce
conclusive evidence that would restore our confidence in adhering .
. to unamended, latest esdition BOCA/CABO standards. We strongly
recommend that yYour membership, when they vote in Kansasg City,
support the Code change submitted by the New Jersey Builders
Association (B%2-95) and the St. Louis and Kansas City Home
Builders Associaticon (B93-95) to reinstate the required stair riser .
and run measurements to the traditional & 1/4 inch x 5 inch
dimeneions.

0807 'S 21:3L
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Mr. Greense
September 7, 1995 -
Page Two

[T

We have already taken steps to praclud. the adoption of. the
new gtair geometry in our industrialized housing 'program. It is
our sincere hope that this is not a harbinger of future amendments

to the model codes in Eannsylvanza.

We bellevo in the mcdel code process and support actions which
maintain and strengthen its 1ntegr;ty .Please share our concern
with your membership.

" Very truly yours,

BOCA MEMBER NO, 17003

JB/josl62

cc: Andrea Wright-Banks
Richard Filling
Steve Snyder - MABSC
Mary Gaiski - PMHA '
Richard J. Diehm - Prezident PENNBOC

0607 '95 21:31
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- Stute of Netw Jersey
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
' ' JANE M. KEnsn

CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN | ' L _ \NE M. Kz _
Governor - | - T 77 oo T Acting Commissioner

June €, 153%¢

Mr. Steve Snyder

Executive Director

Mid-Altantic Building Systems Council
600 North 12th Street o
Lemoyne, Pennsylvania 17043 - z

Dear Steve: o : L. LTl ———

Thank you for your letter regarding the 1556 edition of the
BOCA. National Building Code and more partlcularly the change. in
gecmetry reguilred by that Code. -

As you know, New Jersey has long followed a policy of not
making any technical amendments to national  model codes when
they are adcpted by reference tc become part of the state’s
Uniform Construction Code. This was a matter of statutory

policy. o

We share ycur concerns on the stair geometry issue.
Legislation which will give the Department of Community Affairs
the authority to not adopt code changes which are not
consistent with the intent of our Uniform Construction Code Act
is pending. It has passed the General BAssembly and been
released from committee in - the Senate. We believe it will

become law this month.

The Department intends to use. that authority to ‘Yerain  the
current “stair gecmetry requlrements of the 1983 BOCA Code when

we adopt the. 1986 editiomn. Both the adoption and the
modification will be done by rulemaking and should be
accomplished by the end of the vyear. Your suppert in the

rulemaking process will be appreciated.

It was good tqihear;fromgyou. Don‘t hesitate teo contact me
if:we can be of assistance on other issues.

" 8incerely,

AL

William M. Connolly, AJA
Director-
Division of Codes and Standards

635207 - e =

A Neur fersev Is_An Egqual Cpportunity Empiover » Prinied on Recvcled Paper and Recuclable
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Crecclise Qffce of Prubiie Finfoty
Srte, Bacied .é&«é:z? WWW
Chne lohbointon Pacs - %am 1301 R

WILLIAM F. WELD DBoston, W 02108 o

KATHLEEN M. O'TOOLE THOMAS L. ROGEF
Adamias

Sccretary TEL: {617 7273200 FAX: (817) 227-1754

Jaruary 18, 1996

Steve Snyder

Executive Director

Mid-Atiantic Building Systems Council
412 North Second Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

RE: New Stair Geometry
In response to your lctter sent on January 8, 1996. Currently, the staff is reviewing
the 1995 edition of the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code. At this time, we

here gt the Board of Building Regulations and Standards have no intention of changing
the requirements of treads mdﬁwsmthoscinScctionﬂd».z of CABO.

Furthermore, Msudnuemﬂrmmmﬂmwoﬁ 1/4" risers and
9™ treads for the promulgation of the sixth edition of the State Buiidmg Code.

If you have any further questicns please do not hesitate to call,

Sincerely,

" éw
Thomas L. Rogers

Administraor to the Board of Building Regulations and Standards

Q1-18 '98 15:52
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1B/23/1995 13:23 4B1-277-6242 COMMNICATIONS PAGE Bl
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

t of Adminiastraton Office {401) 277-3033

FAX (401} 277-2508

BUILDING CODE COMMISSION TOD# (401) 277-6334

Steve Snyder

Exescutive Director -
Nid-Atlantic Building Bystems Council
412 North Second Strset

Harrisburg, PA 17101

RE: Rhode Island Code Change Status

Dear Mr. Snyder,
Bnclosed is an update on the status of the code changes,

in Rhode Igland, relative to stair geometry.

The Article 10, Msans of Egress, sub-committes is
currantly reviewing the 1993 BOCA National Building Ccds for
adcption as ocur State Bullding Code. Bection 1014.6, Treads
and risers, has “Exception 8" which addresses stair geocmetry
in R-2 and R~3 use groups. Thig “exception™ has not been
recozmsnded for change by the sub-committes. This would mean
that for R-3 and interior stairs within R-2 would be 8 1/4"
rise and 9" tread. .

Currently, the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code sub-
comnittes is reviewing the 1995 edition. The sub-committes is
currently recommending to the full committee that Section
314.2, Trsads and risers, be changed to an 8 1/4" riser and
" tread to be consistent.with the BOCA National Building
Code, 1993 edition. _

With our inveolvement in the IBC our sensitivity to the
modular industry is well documented and will continue to
remain strong, We will work with the industry to continue to
maintain a uniform standard for 211 IBC states in an effort
to facilitate construction, cede compliance and the industry

itzel?.

Respectfully Yours,

Xurt A. Stenbery,
Deaputy IBC Commissicnesr

1023 'S5 01:23
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THOMAS L. ROGCEF

Secretay TEL: (817) 7273200 FAX: (617) 227-1754

- January 18, 1856

Steve Snyder

Executive Director

Mid-Ailantic Building Systems Council
412 North Second Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

RE: New Stair Geometry

In response to your letter sent on January 8, 1996. Currently, the staff'is reviewing
the 1995 edition of the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code. At this time, we
hereumeBouﬂofBuﬂdingnguhnonsandSurxdardshwcnoanofchanmg

thcmqmrmm of treads and risers to those in Sea:on 314.2 of CABO.

memmmmmﬂrmnmmmpﬁ‘ 4" risery
9" treads for the prosulgation of the sixth edition of the Stats Buildng %ﬂ’*

If you have any further questions please do pot hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

&

74

" Thomas L. Rogers
Adminigtrator to the Board of Building Regulations and Standards N

01,18 '®B 15:82




Morslarel.

DERPARTMENT OF HOUSING / AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Community Assistance Administration 100 Community Piace Parris N. Glendening, Governa:
Maryland Codes Administration i Crownsville, Maryland 21032-2023 Patricia J. Payne, Secratan,
(410} 514-722¢C

June 13, 1956 T,

Steve Snyder, Executive Director
Mid-Atlantic Building Systems Council
600 North Twelfth Street

Lemoyne PA 17043

Dear Mr. Snyder:

Thank vou for your recent letters to the Department of Housing and Community
Development regarding the proposed building code changes to residential stair geometry. As you
pointed out, the Department is in the process of adopting the latest editions of both the BOCA
National Building Code and the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code.

The Department has established an Advisory Committee under the Maryland Building
Performance Standards (MBPS) to review the latest editions of the codes before adoption as
reference standards (see attached schedule). Maryland Codes Administration has prepared a draft
proposal to revise the current MBPS Regulations. The proposal recommends adoption of BOCA
National Building Code/1996 Edition and CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code /1995
Edition with modifications which will permit use of 8%4” {maximum) riser and 9" (minimum) tread
stair geometry. I am confident that your comments, together with others, will be utilized by the
Advisory Committee to recommend a safe and reasonable approach to the proposed code

change. - — -

Again, thank you for taking time to express your concerns regarding this issue important
to the building industry. For further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Kanti Patel, P.E,,
_Chief, Design and Review, Maryland Codes Administration, at (410) 514-7213.

m:meQ %W | . _

s C. Hanna, Director

Attachment
bocamida st - -
TTY for the Deaf: (410) 514-7531 OD
"IN PARTNERSHIP, BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES™ '
OULL HOLPG The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Develepment (DHCD) pledges to : %&

OPPORTLMTY foster the letter and spirit of the law for achieving equal housing opportunity in Maryiand.
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26 July 19986

walter Smittle, 111

State Capitel Complex

2100 wWashington Street, East
Charleston, WV 25305

Dear Mr. Smittlae,

Our company, Unibilt Industries, inc., is an
industrialized unit manufacturer producing homes for
completien and for sale in the state of West Virginia. We
strive to provide our Builder customers, and the people of
West Virginia with the best peossible value in housing.

The purpose of this letter is to urge the state of

Wast Virginia to reject the new stair geometry reqguirements
that were recently published in the 19858 BOCA and the 13395
CABO. These two building codes have recently changed the
stair riser and tread regquirements from 8 1/4" riser and 8"
tread to 7 3/4" maximum riser and 10" minimum tread. The
need for these changes is technically unsubstantiated and
will increase the cost of housing, especially for first-time
home buvers and others in need of moderately priced housing.

! would be_happy to pfbvide you with é_copy of the NAHB
Resesarch Center’'s "Stair Safety: Al review of the Literature
and Data Concerning Stair Geometry and other Characteristics”

that was prepared for HUD.

Transportation reguirements Timit the width of modules
that can be transported over state and local highways. This
proposed change in the stair requirements will eliminate or
cause substantial redesign efforts on many models, such as
ranches with basements, Cape Cod (one and cone-half stories)

and two stories.

We join the National Asscciation of Home Builders 1in
urging you to retain the 8 1/4" riser and 8" tread stair
requirement in our building code.

Sincerely)

David R. Cook, AlA
Architect

Unibiit Industries, Inc.,P.Q. Box 373:Vandalia, Ohic 45377-1513}890-7570




Cur Company, D & W Estates Inc., builds and sells homes preduced by Unibilt Industries,

Inc., an industrialized unit manufacturer. We strive to provide our customers, and the pecple of

West Virginia with the best possible value in housing.

The purpose of this letter is to urge the state of Wast Virginia to reject the new stair
geometlry requirements that have recently been published in the 1996 BOCA and the 1995 CABO.
These Two building codes have recently changed the stair riser and tread requirements from 8
1/4"riser and 9" tread to 7 3/4” maximi.:rp riser and 10" minimum tread. The need for these

changes is technically unsubstantiated and will increase the cost of housing, especially for first-

time home buyers and cthers in need of moderately priced housing.

We join the National Association of Home Builde}:géf_in urging you to retain the 8 1/4" riser

and 9" tread stair requirement in cur building code.

Sincerely,

Mike Barker
D & W Estates, inc.

MB/d




Morslandd.

DEPAHTMENT:OF HOUSING / AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Cormmunity Assistance Administration ’ 100 Community Place Parris N. Glendening, Governo:
Maryland Codes Administration Crownsville, Maryland 21032-2023 Patricia J. Payne, Sacretary
(410) 514-7220

June 13, 1956

Steve Snyder, Executive Director
Mid-Atlantic Building Systems Council
600 North Twelfth Street
Lemoyne PA 17043

Dear Mr. Snyder:

Thank you for your recent letters to the Department of Housing and Community
Development regarding the proposed building code changes to residential stair geometry. As you
pointed out, the Department is in the process of adopting the latest editions of both the BOCA
National Building Code and the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code.

The Department has established an Advisory Committee under the Maryland Building
Performance Standards (MBPS) to review the latest editions of the codes before adoption as
reference standards (see attached schedule). Maryland Codes Administration has prepared a draft
proposal to revise the current MBPS Regulations. The proposal recommends adoption of BOCA
National Building Code/1996 Edition and CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code /1995
Edition with modifications which will permit use of 84" (maximum) riser and 8" (minimum) tread
stair geometry. I am confident that your comments, together with others, will be utilized by the
Advisory Committee to recommend a safe and reasonable approach to the proposed code

change.
Again, thank you for taking time to express your concerns regarding this issue important
to the building industry. For further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Kanti Patel, P.E.,
~Chief, Design and Review, Maryland Codes Administration, at (410} 514-7213.
Sincerely,

j .
/-.""'-Mrz- Q‘/ %1: : . : ‘ _
\J es C. Hanna, Director

Attachment
bocamida.str o
@ TTY for the Deaf: (410) 514.7531 )
“IN PARTNERSHIP, BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES” g
) The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCL) pledges to . %&

OFPORTLNT foster the letter and spirit of the law for achieving equal housing cpportunity in Maryiand.
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26 July 1986

F?EE B
Walter Smittie, 111 CE

State Capitol Complex R : 1 e e L
2100 Washington Street, East ! RN
Charleston, Wy 25305 | STATE Figeog

Dear Mr. Smittle,

Qur company, Unibilt Industries, inc¢., is an
industrialized unit manufacturer producing homes for
completion and for saie in the state of West virginia. We
strive to provide cur Builder custeomers, and the people of
West Virginia with the best possible value in housing.

The purpose of this letter is to urge the state of

West Virginia to reject the new stair geometry requirements
that were recently published in the 1886 BOCA and the 1885
CABO. These two building codes have recently changed the
stair riser and tread requirements from 8 1/4" riser and 9"
tread to 7 3/4" maximum riser and 10" minimum tread. The
need for these changes is technically unsubstantiated and
will increase the cost of housing, especially for first-time
home buyers and others in need of moderately priced housing.

I would ke happy to provide vou with a copy of the NAHB
Research Center's "Stair Safety: A-review of the Literature
and Data Concerning Stair Geometry and other Characteristics'

that was prepared for HUD,

Transpeortation reguirements 1imit the width of modules
that can be transported over state and local highways. This
proposed change in the stair regquirements will eliminate or
catse substantial redesign efforts on many modelis, such as
ranches with basements, Cape Cod (one and one-haif stories)
and two stories.

We join the National Asscciation of Home Builders 1in
urging you to retain the 8 1/4" riser and 9" tread stair
requirement in our building code.

David R. Cook, AlA
Architect '

Unibilt Industries, Ine.,P.0. Box 373 Vandalia, Ohio 45377.{513J890-7570
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Our Company, D & W Estates Inc., builds and sells homes produced by Unibilt industries,

Inc., an industrialized unit manufacturer. We sirive to provide our customers, and the people of

West Virginia with the best posj—sible value in housing.

The purpose of this lefter is to urge the state of West Virginia fo reject the new stair
geometry requirements that have recently been published in the 1996 BOCA and the 1995 CABQ.
These Two building codes have recently changed the stair riser and tread requirements from 8
1/4*riser and 97 tread to 7 /4" maximum riser ahd 10" minimum tread. The neéd for these
changes is ’Eechnic:a”y unsubstantiated and wilt increase the cost of housing, especially for first-

time home buyers and cthers in need of moderately priced housing.

We join the National Association of Home Builders in urging you to retain the 8 1/4” riser

and 8" tread stair requirement in our building code.

Sincerely,

Mike Barker S . .
D & W Estates, Inc. T

MB/dj .
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Response to.Comments Recelived by the State Fire Commission

Comments Regeived from: - _ . o L o
i. Mid-Atlantic .Building Systems Council

600 North Twelfth Street -

Lemoyne, PA 17043

2. Mr. Francis Guffey, FAIA -
Paul Marshall & Asscciates, Inc. Architects
915 Breezement Drive
Charleston, WV 25302

3. Mr. Douglas C. Parson
Appalachian Log Structures o
P.0. Box €614 . S -

Ripley, wv 25271 .

4. Mr. Mike Barker
D & W Estates, Inc.
Second & Viand Streets
Pt. Pleasant, WV 25550 .

5. Mr, David R. Coock, AIA
Unibilt Industries, Inc.
P. 0. Box 373
Vandallia, QChioc 453377

6. Ms. Beth Thomasson
Bome Builders Association of WV
700 Virginia Street, West
P, 0. Box €250 )
Charleston, WV 25362-0250

7. Lloyd W. Miller, AIA
332 6th Avenue — . —
South Charleston, WV 25303 .. a
8. Greg Williamson i
Gandee & Partners Architects
410 wWashington Street, East
Charleston, WV 25301




JAMES W. FIFE

The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

BILL L. SPENCER " GASTON CAPERTON, GOVERNOR WALTER SMITTLE Il
Chairman B MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF State Fira Marshal
- - Secretary Phone (304} 558-2161
Vice-Chairman : © State Fire Commission FAX {304) 558-2537

State Capitol Complex

Secretary ’ ’ © 7 Charleston, West Virginia 25305, . -

August 1, 1996 . __ . __ . . . = _ . . L . -

Mr. Lloyd W. Miller, AIA = .. . . . _ . . . . . .
332 6th Avenue _ S
South Charleston, WV 25303

Dear Mr. Miller: ] S } o

The West Virginia State Fire Commission has reviewed your .
comments regarding the adoption of the State Building Code.

The State Fire Ccmmission is pleased to inform you the State -
Building Code has been revised regarding the adoption of the CABO _.
Code. Accordingly, the State Fire Commission has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer toc use either the 1992
or 1995 CABO One-and Two-Family Dwelling Code. This option should
nct create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or -
designers an opportunity to use either the 1992 or 1995 CABO
edition. Also the State Fire Commission has elected not to file
the State Building Code as emergency rules.

On behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
your participation in this valuable process of adopting codes for

a better West Virginia. _
. /Z;%;zéiﬁly’

Walter Smzttle
State Fire Marshal .
for the State Fire Commissicn

WSIZI/nlo . . R L L

cc:  State Fire Commission
cc: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

Ref: (C80196-1




BILL .. SPENCER . GASTON CAPERTCN, GOVERNOR WALTER SMITTLE [lI
Chairman MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF Stals Fire Marshal
JAMES W. FIFE . : - =~ Secretary Phone (304) 558-2131
Vice-Chairman © . State Fire Commission FAX (304) 558-2537
. State Capitol Complex
Secretary I Charleston, West Virginia 25308~ —_

August 1, 1996 o L e .-

Mid-Atlantic Building Systems Council
600 North Twelfth Street '
Lemoyne, PA 17043 '

Daar Sir:

The WestﬁVirginia State Fire Commisgsion has reviewed your
comments regarding the adoption of the 1995 CABO One-and Two-
Family Dwelling Code as part of the State Building Cede.

The State Fire Ccmmission is pleased to inform you the State
Building Code has been revised regarding the adoption of the CABO
Code. Accordingly, the State Fire Cormission has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer to use either the 1992
or 1995 CABO One-and Two-Family Dwelling Code. This option should
not create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or
designers an opportunity to use either the 1992 or 1955 CABO
edition. Alsoc. the State Fire Commission has elected not to file
the State Building Code as emergency rules.

On behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
yvour participation in this wvaluable process of adopting codes for
a better West Virginia.

-Sincerely,

alter Smittle
_ State Fire Marshal
__for the State Fire Commission

WSIII/nlo

cc: State Fire.Commissicn
cc: Legislative Rule~Making Review Ccmmittee

Ref: 08019671 -




The Department of Mllltary Affairs and Publlc Safety

BILL L, SPENCER . GASTON CAPERTON, GOVERNOR
Chairman MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF
JAMES W. FIFE - ’ ‘Secretary |
Vice-Chairman State Fire Commission
State Capitel Complex
Secretary Charleston, West Virginia 25305 .. .

August 1, 1996

Mr. Douglas C. Parson

Appalachian Log Structures o

P. O. Box 614 . : . -
Ripley, WV 25271 - - -

Dear Mr. Parson:

WALTER SMITTLE Il
State Fire Marshal
Phone (204) 558-2181
FAX (304) 558-2537

The West Virginia State Fire Commission has reviewed your
comments regarding the adoption of the 1395 CABO One-and Two-

Family Dwelling Code as part of the State Building Code.

The State Fire Commission is pleased to inform you the State
Building Code has been revised regarding the adoptiocn of the CABC
Code. Accordingly, the State Fire Commissiecn has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer to use either the 1992
or 1995 CABO One-and Two~Family Dwelling Code. This option should
not create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or
designers an opportunity to use either the 1992 or 1995 CABO
edition. Also the State Fire Commission has elected not to file

the State Building Code as emergency rules.

On behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
your part1c1patlon in this valuable process of adopting codes for

a better West Virginia.

Walter Smittle III
State Fire Marshal
for the State Fire Commission

WSIII/nlo i B

cc: State Fire Commission
cc: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

Ref: 080196~1 )




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

BILL L. SPENCER . GASTON CAPERTON, GOVERNOR WALTER SMITTLE 1l
Chairman Coe ~  MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF State Fire Marshal
JAMES W. FIFE Secretary Phone (304) 558-2191
Vice-Chairman State Fire Commission FAX (304} 558-2537
N State Capitol Complex
Secretary ' © Charleston, Wast Virginia 25305

August 1, 1996 — ’ o

Mr. Francis Guffey, FAIA -~ _ _
Paul Marshall & Associates, Inc.
915 Breezemont Drive
Charleston, WV 25302

Dear Mr. Guffey: o _

The West Virginia State Fire Commission has reviewed your
comments regarding the adoption of the 1995 CABO One-and Two-
Family Dwelling Ccde as part of the State Building Ccde.

The State Fire Commission is pleased to inform vou the State
Building Code has been revised regarding the adoption of the CABO
Code. Accordingly, the State Fire Commission has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer to use either the 1992
or 1995 CABO One-and Two-Family Dwelling Code. This option should
not create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or .
designers an opportunity to use either the 1992 or 1995 CABOC
edition. Also the State Fire Commission has elected not to file
the State Building Code as emergency rules.

On behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
your participation in this valuable process of adopting codes for
a better West Virginia.

Walter Smittle III
State Fire Marshal
for the State Fire Commission

WSIII/nlo . S o :

cc: State Fire Commission
cc: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

Ref: 080195-1




The Department of M;htary Affairs and Public Safety

BILL L. SPENCER ’ _ GASTON CAPERTON, GOVERNCR WALTER SMITTLE 11}
Chairman ) o MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF State Fire Marshal
JAMES W, FIFE Secrotary Phona (304) 558-2191
Vicg-Chairman - ) " State Fire Commission FAX (304) 558-2837
- State Capitol Complex o
Secretary T 777 Charleston, West Virginia 25305

August 1, 1996 . . _ . . o

Me. Beth Thomasscn

HOme Builders Association of WV
700 Virginia Street,; West

P. O. Box 6250 -
Charleston, WV 25362<0250

Dear Ms. Thomasson:

The West Virginia State Fire Commission has reviewed your
comments regarding the adoption of the 1995 CABO One~and Two-
Family Dwell;ng Code as part of the State Building Code.

The State Fire Commission is pleased to inform you the State
Building Cocde has been revised regardlng the adoption of the CABOC
Code. Accordlngly, the State Fire Commission has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer to use either the 1992
or 1995 CABO One-and Two-Family Dwelling Code. This option should -
not create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or -
designers an opportunity to use either the 1992 or 1995 CABO
edition. Also the State Fire Commissicn has elected not to file

the State Building Code as emergency rules.

Cn behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
your participation in this valuable process of adoptlng codes fér

a better West Virginia. oL

alter Smittle III. Lol _
State Fire Marshal
for the State Fire Commissicn

WSIII/nlo

cc: State Fire Commission
cc: Ledislative Rule-Making Review Committee




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

BILL L. SPENCER - GASTON CAPERTON, GOVERNOR WALTER SMITTLE I
Chairman’ © " - ~MAJORGENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF State Fire Marshal
JAMES W, FIFE IR ~= Secretary Phone {304) 558-2191
Vice-Chairman ' ©~ State Fire Commission FAX (304) 558-2537
State Capitol Complex
Secretary ) ’ T Charleston, West Virginia 25305 S -

August 1, 1956

Mr. David R. Ceock, AIA ... _._ ..~ T o
Unibilt Industries, Inc. ' T :

P. C. Beox 373

Vandalia, Ohio 45377

Dear Mr. Coock:

The West Virginia State Fire Commission has reviewed your
comments regarding the adoption of the 1995 CABO One-and Two-
Family Dwelling Code as part of the State Building Code.

The State Fire Commission is pleased to inform you the State
Building Code has been revised regarding the adoption of the CABO
Code. Accordingly, the State Fire Commission has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer to use either the 1992
or 1995 CABO One-and Two-~-Family Dwelling Code. This option should
not create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or
designers an opportunity toc use eithexr the 1992 or 1995 CABO
edition. Also the State Fire Commission has elected not to file
the State Building Code as emergency rules.

On behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
your partlclpatlon in this valuable process of adopting codes for
a better West Virginia,

Wellter Smittle IIT
State Fire Marshal -
for the State Fire Commission

WSIII/nle . _ I S — R

cc: State Fire Commissicon
cc: Legislative Rule-Making Review. Committee

Ref: 08C196-1




P —
The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety
BILL L. SPENCER . GASTON CAPERTON, GOVERNOR WALTER SMITTLE il
Chairman o MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF State Fira Marshal
JAMES W. FIFE - . Secretary Phone (304) 558-2191
Vice-Chairman State Fire Commission FAX (304) 858-2537
‘ ' State Capitol Complex
Becretary Charleston, West Virginia 25305

August 1, 1996

Mr. Mike Barker

D & W Estates, Inc.
Second & Viand Streets
Pt. Pleasant; WV 25550

Dear Mr. Barker:

The West Virginia State Fire Commission has reviewed your
cemments regarding the adoption of the 1995 CABO One-and Two-
Family Dwelling Code as part of the State Building Code.

The State Fire Commission is pleased to inform you the State
Building Code has been revised regarding the adoption of the CABO
Code. Accordingly, the State Fire Commissicn has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer to use either the 1592
or .1995 CABO One-and Two-Family Dwelling Code. This optiocn should
not create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or
designers an opportunity to use either the 1982 or 1995 CABO
edition. Alsc the State Fire Commisgsion has elected not to file
the State Building Code as emergency rules.

On behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
your participation in this valuable process of adopting codes for
a better West Virginia.

State Fire Marshal
for the State Fire Commissicn

WSIII/nlo

cc: . State Fire Commission
cc: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

Ref: C80196~-1




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

BIL L. SPENCER - GASTON CAPER'TON, GOVERNOR WALTER SMITTLE Ili
Chairman MAJOR GEMERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF State Fire Marshal
JAMES W, FIFE I : - Secratary . Phone (304) 558-2191
Vice-Chairman ’ - -State Fire Commission FAX (304) 558-2537
State Capitol Complex
Secretary Charleston, West Virginia 25305

August 1, 1996

Mr. Greg Williamson
Gandee & Partners Architects
410 Washington Street, East
Charleston, WV 25301

Dear Mr., Williamson:

The West Virginia State Fire Commission has reviewed your
comments regarding the adoption of the State Building Code.

The State Fire Commissiocn is pleased to. inform you the State
Building Code has been revised regarding the adoption of the CABO
Code. Accordingly, the State Fire Commission has adopted language
which permits the designer or manufacturer to use either the 1992
or 1995 CABO One-and Two-Family Dwelling Code. This option should
not create a problem for your company but permits manufacturers or
designers an opportunity to use either the 1992 or 19385 CABO
edition. Alsc the State Fire Commission has elected not teo file
the State Building Code as emergency rules.

On behalf of the WV State Fire Commission, we thank you for
your participation in this valuable process of adopting codes for

a better West Virginia.
Sine 1y, ;
‘Wa

lter Smittle IIT
State Fire Marshal
for the 8tate Fire Commission

WSIII/nlo
cc: State Fire Commission
cc: Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee

Ref: 080196-1




NEWS RELEASE




The Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety

BILL L. SPENCER GASTON CAPERTON, GOVERNOR WALTER SMITTLE I
Chairman B MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH J. SKAFF 5 ftate{ggz)f\;gésgalg 1
: ~Sedreta i one 21
JAMES W, FIFE mecretar/ FAX (304) 558-2537

i ' State Fire Commission
State Capitel Complex
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Vica-Chairman

NEWS RELEASE

The West Virginia State Fire Commission will conduct a
public hearing on the proposed adoption of the 1996 BOCA Codes
as part of the State Building Code.

The public hearing will take place at the State Capitol,
East Wing, Room E-215, at 10:00 AM, June 24, 1996. All
interested individuals or organizations are encouraged to-
attend the public hearing or submit written comments to:
State Fire Commission, c¢/o Mr. Bill Spencer, 2100 Washington
Street, East, Charleston, WV 25305. For additional information,
please contact the State Fire Commission at 304-558-2191 during

regular business hours.

(News Release forwarded to all EéwéFpééefé_,’ radio amd TV stations throughout
West Virginia) . S




