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PROVIDE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONTENT OF THE RULE:

Athietics, Provisions Governing Elgibility

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER CONTENTS OF CHANGES IN THE RULE AND A STATEMENT OF
CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRING THE RULE:

The proposed amendment is for clarification purposes.

SUMMARIZE IN A CLEAR AND CONCISE MANNER THE OVERALL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROPQOSED
RULE:

A. ECONOMIC IMPACT ON REVENUES OF STATE GOVERNMENT:

No state costs or revenues will be impacied by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 127CSR2.

B. ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE RULE ON THE STATE OR ITS RESIDENTS:

No state costs or revenues will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 127CSR2.



C. FISCAL NOTE DETAIL:

Effect of Proposal Fiscal Year

2019 2020 Fiscal Year (Upon

Increase/Decrease |increase/Decrease |Full

{use "-") {use "-") iImplementation)
1. Estimated Total Cost 0 0 0
Personal Services 0 0 0
Current Expenses 0 0 0
Repairs and Alterations 0 C 0
Assets 0 0 0
Other 0 0 ¢
2. Estimated Total 0 0 0

Revenues

D. EXPLANATION OF ABOVE ESTIMATES (INCLUDING LONG-RANGE EFFECT):

NO state costs or revenues will be impacted by the proposed amendment of W. Va. 127CSR2.

BY CHOOSING 'YES', | ATTEST THAT THE PREVIOUS STATEMENT IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

Yes

William C Burch -- By my signature, | certify that | am the person authorized to file legislative
rules, in accordance with West Virginia Code §29A-3-11 and §39A-3-2.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Series 1, Constitution
Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility
Series 3, Provisions Governing Contests
Series 4, Provisions Governing Conduct
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Proposed Changes in Rules and Regulations

BACKGROUND

The majority of public and most private schools in West Virginia belong to the West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission. Each year, the principals of member schools submit revisions to the rules
and regulations. The submitted proposals are presented and voted upon at the annual Board of Control
meeting. Any approved changes are then submitted to the West Virginia State Board of Education for its
review and approval.

PURPOSE

These amendments are brought forth to keep the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
current and updated on changes, trends and issues in the band and athletic programs.

These proposals will be distributed for public comment in May and June. The West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission will present to the State Board the comments received for its review at the
July meeting.

The West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission staff, Constitution and Bylaws Committee, and
Board of Control respectfully request that the proposed rule changes be approved.

CONTENT

Thirteen proposals are being submitted to the State Board by the West Virginia Secondary School Activities
Commission. Each rule change is presented with the whole rule being included. This will help the State
Board members understand the significance of the rule change.

The following is a brief summary of the effect of each proposal:

Clarification (Vote: Yes-137 No-0)
Clarification (Vote: Yes-135 No-0)
Clarification (Vote: Yes-140 No-0)
Clarification (Vote: Yes-137 No-0)
Clarify position of our office since the inception of this rule. (Vote: Yes-135 No-0)
Clarification (Vote: Yes-137 No-3)
Clarification (Vote: Yes-138 No-0)



8. Clarification (Vote: Yes-139 No-0)
9. Competitive Balance (Vote: Yes-111 No-26)
10. Clarification (Vote: Yes-135 No-5)
11. Clarification (Vote: Yes-136 No-0)
12. Clarification (Vote: Yes-131 No-1)
13. Clarification (Vote: Yes-136 No-0)

IMPACT
Instruction

None

Leadership

None

Financial
None

Administrative

None

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS, PRINCIPALS, AND COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS WILL NEED TO BE
AWARE OF THE CHANGES IN ORDER TO ADMINISTER THEIR SCHOOL PROGRAMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
CURRENT RULES. THERE IS NO MAJOR CHANGE THAT WOULD IMPACT ADMINISTRATION NEGATIVELY.
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2019-20 Proposed Rule Changes Passed by BOC

Proposal 1 (Vote: Yes-137 No-0)
Amend §127-1-6. Officers and Duties. (pg. 4) as follows:

6.1. There shall be five (5] elected officer-members of the WVSSAC, each of whom shall be a principal of a
secondary school in West Virginia.

6.1.a. The elected officer-members shall constitute the Board of Directors of the WVSSAC.

6.1.b. One (1} officer-member shall be elected to a regular term each year at the annual meeting of the
Commission. The runner-up candidate in each election shall be declared the alternate-officer-member and shall
serve any portion of the officer-member’s unexpired term which may occur. If the alternate-officer-member is not
thus determined, then a separate election shall be held to do so. Both the officer-member and alternate-officer-
member shall be from the same administrative district.

6.1.c. The regular term of an elected officer-member shall be a period of five (5) years and the term shall
begin on Monday of Week 40 of the NFHS Calendar, following the member’s election.

6.1.d. An elected officer-member shall be eligible to serve two (2] regular five (5) year terms in succession.
Upon completion of the two (2) successive terms, a former officer-member shall not be appointed to, nor elected to
fill, a vacancy of an unexpired term during the five (5) year period immediately following the expiration of a regular
term. Serving more than one half of an unexpired five (5} year term shall constitute one of the two (2] permitted
successive terms.

6.1.e. The election shall be by ballot when more than one (1) candidate from the same administrative
district is nominated for officer-member. When more than two (2) candidates from the same administrative district
are nominated for officer-member, the balloting shall continue until one (1) candidate receives a majority of the
votes cast. The candidate with the least number of votes on each ballot shall be dropped from each subsequent
ballot.

6.3. The term of an officer-member shall end immediately upon their-his/her agreement to accept a position
that would make ther-his/her ineligible to hold office in this Commission. However, in the event that a director
ceases to meet the qualifications for #hei-his/her position but remains in good standing in the last year of their
his/her term, such director shall be given the option to remain in #eihis/her position for the remainder of the
assighed term. The vacancy would then be fillad at the next annual Board of Control meeting.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale: Clarification

Proposal 2 (Vote: Yes-135 No-0)
Amend §127-1-12. Duties of Executive Director. (Pg. 9) by adding the following
12.1.a. The Executive Director shall be responsible for assigning general areas of responsibilities and

directing the activities of the Assistant Executive Directors as such responsibilities relate to the work of the
Commission.



Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Raticnale: Clarification

Proposal 3 (Vote: Yes-140 No-0)

Amend §127-1-13. Review Board. (Pg.24) as follows:
13.6.a. §127-1-85, and §127-6-3.2, Violation of the Rules, infer or state that decisions of the
Board of Directors are final and are hereby modified only to the extent that such final ruling of the Board of Directors
may be appealed within the time limit in the manner prescribed elsewhere in these regulations and affirmed,
reversed, or remanded by the Review Board.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Raticnale: Clarification

Proposal 4 (Vote: Yes-137 No-0)
New Rule §127-2-5 Semester and Season. [(Pg.17) as follows:

5.2. While in grades 6, 7, and 8, a student shall not participate in more than three seasons in any single
interscholastic activity.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Raticnale: Clarification

Proposal 5 (Vote: Yes-139 No-0)
Amend §127-3-4 All-Star Participation. (Pg. 35) as follows:

4.1. Only a graduating senior, or any student completing athletic eligibility at the end of the current academic
year because of age or completion of semesters of eligibility, may play in one All-5tar game upon conclusion of the
each season without loss of athletic eligibility for the balance of that year.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee

Rationale: Clarify position of our office since the inception of this rule.

Proposal 6 (Vote: Yes-137 No-0)
Amend §127-3-6 Coaches. (Pg. 37) as follows:

6.6. All coaches, athletic directors, and band directors of member schools who, upon retirement from a full
time teaching, school service, or administrative positon at a member school, have at least 20 years of service as a
coach, athletic director, band director, or combination thereof shall receive a lifetime WVSSAC Courtesy and
Identification Card. This card shall allow admittance to any WVSSAC sponsored event. This admittance will be by
presentation of the WVSSAC Courtesy and Identification Card and photo identification. Spouses of deceased coaches,
athletic directors, and band directors shall have a WVSSAC permanent Courtesy and Identification Card with the same
admittance stipulations transferred to them upon request to the WVSSAC.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale: Clarification

Proposal 7 (Vote: Yes-138 No-0)



Amend §127-3-9 Game Officials. (Pg. 40) as follows:

9.6.n. Honor all existing officiating contracts with member schools unless a valid reason is presented
and accepted by the involved school. Accepting a game involving a higher level of competition is not a valid reason
the to cancel a contract.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale: Clarification

Proposal 8 (Vote: Yes-139 No-0)
Amend §127-3-9 Game Officials. (Pg. 40) as follows:

9.7. The WVSSAC Executive Director shall have the power to penalize for violations of these rules. Any official
penalized under these rules shall have the right to appeal to the Board of Directors. The WVSSAC Executive Director
shall inform fully a penalized official of his/her appeal rights.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale: Clarification

Proposal @ (Vote: Yes-111 No-26)
Amend §127-3-10 Classification. (Pg. 39) as follows:
10.1. Excluding boys and girls basketball, each member publie high school shall be classified as either AAA,

AA, or A based on the enrollment figures in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 at the end of the second school month of the
odd numbered year preceding the classification.

10.2. Excluding boys and girls basketball, classification of member high schools shall be determined every
four years on the even numbered years and will remain in effect for a four year period unless the school experiences
a 20% change in enrollment using WVDE enrollment figures at the end of the second school month. Classification
changes due to a 20% change in enrollment becomes effective next academic year. 41 127CSR3

10.3. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in one class above its classification
providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to April 1 of a new classification year. Approval of this
option will be for a four year period and will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.4. Excluding boys and girls basketball, the Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament
series in each sport by classification {AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and
accommodation for tournament alighment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior to any
change of structure of any given sport.

10.5. Excluding boys and girls basketball, if a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during
the classification period, the new member school will be reclassified based on the combined enrollment of 9, 10, 11,
and 12 in the consolidating schools.

10.6. Each member high school shall be classified in boys and girls basketball as either AAAA, AAA, AA or
A based on a total score given by the classification model that considers the following factors: enrollment, location
and economics. For an explanation of the classification model, and how scores are assigned, see appendix 1.




10.7. Classification of member high schools in boys and girls basketball shall be determined in the next
regular reclassification year and will remain in effect for a two year period unless the school experiences a 20%
change in enrollment using WVDE enrollment figures at the end of the second school month and gualifies to be
moved according to the classification model. Classification changes due to a 20% change in enrollment and the
classification model becomes effective next academic year. 41 127CSR3

10.8. A school may choose to compete in WVSSAC tournaments in one class above its classification in boys

and girls basketball providing proper notification is made to the WVSSAC prior to April 1 of a new classification year.
Approval of this option will be for a two year period and will be effective for individual sports sponsored by the school.

10.9. In boys and girls basketball, the Board of Directors may structure the WVSSAC tournament series in
each sport by classification (AAAA-AAA-AA-A). Each sport will be structured according to the level of interest and

accommodation for tournament alignment. The WVSSAC will conduct a survey of the membership prior to any
change of structure of any given sport.

10.10. If a consolidation of two or more member schools occurs during the two year period, the new
member school will be reclassified in boys and girls basketball based on the classification applied to the newly
classification model applied to the new consolidated school consolidated school.

10.11. No member schooal shall, based on the classification, be compelled to play more than one class up
from where it would be classifieds in a 4 class system based strictly on enrollment.

Appendix 1:

This considers the following factors: enrollment, location and economics. These factors are given individual scores,
which are then given a weighted aggregate total. All individual scores (scores for enroliment, location and economics
are normalized using maximum-minimum normalization using feature scaling, wherein their values fall between 0-1.
Individual scores are calculated in the following ways:

. The enrollment score takes enrollment data and normalizes it on a scale from 0-1

. The location score is made up of two equally weighted pieces.

. Part 1 is determined by taking the school county’s population divided by the driving distance between the
school and the county seat, that value is then normalized between 0-1.

. Part 2 is calculated by finding the distance from the school to the closest city with a population of 10,000 or
more, then normalized between 0-1. Each part is then multiplied by half of the location score weight.

. The economic score is determined by first calculating a county score where the z-score of the county’s median
household income is added to the z-score of the county’s poverty rate and the sum is normalized between 0-1.

. For_all schools located within single high school counties, the county economic score serves as the school
economic score.

. For all schools located within multi-high school counties, Direct Certified numbers on students eligible for free

or reduced lunch are used to scale the county economic score. The scaling is accomplished by comparing the Direct
Certified numbers of each individual school with the county average.

Weights are applied to each score that are determined based on qualitative assessment by the WVYSSAC Competition
Balance Committee. All county data (population, median household income, and poverty rate) are from the most
recent US Census American Community Survey’s Five Year Estimates and the distances are determined using Google

Maps.

Raticnale: The WVSSAC convened the Competitive Balance Committee which was tasked with determining if there
was a more effective way to classify schools to better promote competitive balance for all member schools. The



current system classifies schools strictly on student enrollment. The committee members represented a diverse
group of schools in terms of size and location. Early meetings seemed to create consensus on some relevant points.
e All member schools operate under the same rules.
¢ Enrollment is a significant factor in athletic success.
¢ (lassifying schools based on enrollment alone may not be the best system.
¢ Other factors impact the student-athlete’s access to training, participation, coaching and facilities. This
impacts a student-athlete’s ability to compete, and by extension, a school’s ability to compete. Chief among
these factors are the location of the school and economic conditions in the district.

The committee had vigorous debate and examined multiple models for classification of schools. The members who
co-sponsored this proposal believe it adjusts for the aforementioned factors and creates a more competitive system
for all member schools. It is proposed that this model be piloted in boys and girls basketball for two years beginning
with the 2020-21 school year. After the two year trial, member schools can vote to expand to other sports, extend
the pilot, or drop the rule.

Proposal 10 (Vote: Yes-135 No-5)
Proposal Amend §127-3-13 Contracts. (Pg. 42) as follows:

13.5. Ar A school will forfeit an athletic contest during regular season or scheduled tournament play if
cancellation is caused by teachers, support personnel, or school patrons acting as a striking body. If both participating
schools are affected by strike, cancellation shall be considered no contest. Regular season cancellation may be
rescheduled during that same season by agreement of the involved parties and the Board of Directors.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Rationale: Clarification

Proposal 11 (Vote: Yes-136 No-0)
Amend §127-3-17. WVSSAC Tournaments. (pg. 43) as follows:

17.1.  Participation in Commission sponsored and directed sectional, regional and state tournaments
exclusively shall be limited to WVSSAC member schools.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Raticnale: Clarification
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Proposal 12 (Vote: Yes-131 No-1)
Amend §127-3-20. Basketball (Boys and Girls). (pg. 42) as follows:

20.9.f. All middle students may play a maximum of-feur -five quarters per day.
Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Raticnale: Clarification

Proposal 13 (Vote: Yes-136 No-0)
Amend §127-4-03 Code for Interscholastic Athletics (page 60) as follows:

3.7.8. Astudent or team attendant shall not leave the bench area, team box area, or their designated off-
field area during a game or contest other than during that time permitted by game or contest rules. A coach shall



not leave the bench area, team box area, or the designated off-field area during a game or contest other than during
that time permitted by game or contest rules unless a student altercation is taking place and the official requests
assistance. Violation of this rule shall cause the coach, student, or team attendant to be immediately ejected from
the contest; team penalized according to game or contest rules; and that coach, student, or team attendant will not
be eligible to participate in the next contest as outlined in §127-4-2.3.

Constitution & Bylaws Committee
Raticnale: Clarification
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TITLE 127
LEGISLATIVE RULE
WEST VIRGINIA SECONDARY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COMMISSION

SERIES 2
ATHLETICS, PROVISIONS GOVERNING ELIGIBILITY
§127-2-1. General.

1.1. Scope. -- These rules establish the provisions governing student eligibility to participate in
interscholastic athletics.

1.2. Authority. -- W. Va. Constitution, Article XlI, §2, and W. Va. Code §§18-2-5, 18-2-25, 18-2-25a,
and 18-2-25b.

1.3. Filing Date. -- Ausust+10—2012.
1.4. Effective Date. -- Oeteber92018.

1.5. Repeal of Former Rule. -- This legislative rule amends W. Va. 127C5R2, West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility, filed fuhy-33-204Z August

10, 2018, and effective Septemberdd 204+ October 9, 2018.

§127-2-2. Waivers.

2.1. The West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (WVSSAC/Commission) Board of
Directors (Board of Directors) is authorized to grant a waiver to a rule when it determines the rule fails to
accomplish the purpose for which it is intended or when the rule causes extreme and undue hardship
upon the student.

2.2. Speculative loss of college scholarship is not considered a basis for granting a waiver to these
rules.

§127-2-3. Enrollment and Team Membership.
3.1. To be eligible for participation in interscholastic athletics, a student must be enrolled full-time in

a member school as described in §127-2-6 on or before the 11™ instructional day of the academic year.
Enrollment must ba continuous after the student has officially enrolled in the school.

3.2. Students can participate in interscholastic activities only in schools in which they are enrolled;
however, an exception may be granted by the Board of Directors as follows:

3.2.a. if a feeder school does not afford students the opportunity to participate and they are
otherwise eligible.

3.2.b. for students from the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind {WVSDB) to
participate at Hampshire High School or Romney Middle School {only in sports not available at WVSDB).
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3.2.c. Member schools containing grades 6 and/or 7 and/or 8 may combine students from two or
more schools within the county to form one interscholastic team in a sport. Requests for permission to
combine students from two or more schools in the same private/parochial or public school system must
be submitted annually to the WVSSAC in writing by the superintendent of the private/parochial or public
school system. Schools which are combining to form one team must be feeder schools for the same high
school, and at least one school must have sufficient numbers for a team. If more than two schools are
involved, principals are to evaluate the number of available participants in each school and shall combine
schools to provide as many teams as sufficient numbers allow. Sufficient numbers will be defined as the
number of a starting line-up plus 50% (for odd number line-ups, round up).

3.2.d. Students enrolled in the 9" grade may participate only on high school teams. Sixth grade
students of a K-6 elementary feeder school may participate on their middle school team if granted
permission by the county board of education or governing body of a private/parochial school and the
school principals involved. Members of a 9th grade team at a high school may be grouped for practice
with members of the varsity team. However, if a 9th grade student participates in a varsity scrimmage or
game, that student becomes ineligible for the 9th grade team. Participation is defined as dressing and
being available to play in a game, regardless if the player enters the game.

3.2.e. Students at a middle feeder school who are not provided the opportunity to participate
because of age may move up to their high school if granted permission by the county board of education
or governing body of a private/parochial school and the school principals involved.

3.3. A student academically ineligible by rule may begin practicing 15 school days immediately prior
to the dates of regaining full eligibility provided all other eligibility requirements are met.

3.4. Students enrolled in the following grades in member schools will be eligible for middle school
participation.

3.4.a. Grades 6, 7, and & may compete with and against schools/teams of the same configuration.

3.4.b. Stand-alone 9™ grade programs at a high school may compete with and against
schools/teams of the same grade configuration. An 8th grade student not provided the opportunity to
participate at their member school because the sport is not offered may choose to participate on a
stand-alone 9" grade team at their feeder high school, provided the student is otherwise eligible.

3.5. Sixth grade students are eligible to participate in all interscholastic sport teams, including
football, in the middle/feeder elementary school in which they are enrolled.

3.6. Students who are enrolled in a grade below the 9™ are not eligible for a high school team.
Students enrolled in a grade below the 6™ will not be eligible for a middle school team.

3.7. Twelfth grade students will be eligible for spring sports until the close of the school’s season.

3.8. Schools may sponsor separate teams for members of each sex where selection for such teamsiis
based upon competitive skill. If a school sponsors a team in a particular sport for members of one sex but
sponsors no such team for members of the other sex, and athletic opportunities for members of that sex
previously have been limited, members of the excluded sex must be allowed to try out for the team
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offered. For example, because overall athletic opportunities for females have previously been limited,
females will be allowed to try out for baseball, but males will not be allowed to try out for volleyball or
softball.

3.9. Students enrolled at West Virginia School for the Deaf will be allowed to participate in sports at
the West Virginia School for the Blind. Students from the West Virginia School for the Blind will be allowed
to participate in sports at the West Virginia School for the Deaf.

3.10. Boarding students at member schools, with the exception of students at the WVSDB, are not
eligible. (Definition: A boarding student is one who receives room and board that is provided by the school
unless such residence is based on Court Order or State Action.)

§127-2-4. Age.

4.1. A student in high school who becomes 19 before August 1 and a student in middle school who
becomes 16 before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition.

4.2. A student in grade 8 or below who becomes 15 before August 1 shall be ineligible for
interscholastic competition at that level.

4.3. A student in grade 8 or below who becomes 15 on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for the
entire academic year at that level.

§127-2-5. Semester and Season.

5.1. A student may have the privilege to participate in the interscholastic program for four
consecutive years (eight consecutive semesters or equivalent) after entering the 9% grade.

5.2. While in grades 6, 7, and 8, a student shall not participate in more than three seasons in any
single interscholastic activity.

5.3. Ten days of attendance or enrollment shall constitute a semester of eligibility. Ten days includes
the day of enrollment, the last day of attendance, and the elapsed time between, provided that they are
days when school was actually in session.

5.4. The number of semesters of athletic eligibility of a student is determined by semesters of
enrollment and attendance and not by semesters of participation. (This applies for students in grades
9-12 only).

5.5. A student whose eligibility expires with the end of a semester shall not become ineligible until
report cards are issued or five school days into the next semester, whichever occurs first. The student will
be considered eligible any days between the two semesters.

5.6. Any part of a contest or interscholastic event in which a student competes shall be counted as a
season for that sport in grades 6-12 and a semester of participation in grades 9-12.
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5.7. The Board of Directors is authorized to grant a waiver to the Semester and Season Rule when it
feels the rule fails to accomplish the purpose for which it is intended and when the rule causes extreme
and undue hardship upon the student. Waivers may be granted in the following circumstances:

5.7.a. The Board of Directors is authorized to consider cases in which a student entering 9™ grade
did not stay in continuous enrollment because of personal iliness, or no school was available, or because
of other undue hardship reasons ascertained through investigation.

5.7.b. The Board of Directors may provide release from the continuous enrollment restriction
provided no participation has occurred during the semester(s) in question.

5.7.c. In no event may a student be allowed to participate for more than four seasons in any one
sport in grades 9-12.

5.8. The Board of Directors may also assess appropriate penalties to the student or to the school if
the Board of Directors determines through its investigation that the student or the school tried to evade
the rule by subterfuge.

§127-2-6. Scholarship.

6.1. A student is required to be enrolled in the equivalent of four content area courses toward
graduation.

6.1.a. If a student is taking a multiple period course, such as block or vocational courses for a full
morning or afternoon, it may be counted as more than one course.

6.1.b. If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above, the
student may attend summer school and have eligibility reinstated if the student meets the standards at
the conclusion of summer school.

6.1.c. If a student has been declared ineligible according to the standards outlined above, the
student may have eligibility reinstated at midpoint of the course if the student is meeting the standards
at that time.

6.2. A student not attempting four full credit subjects during a semester must complete nine weeks
of school work to regain consideration for eligibility.

6.3. Any student who withdraws from school and does not re-enroll within ten school days of that
withdrawal date will lose eligibility for the remainder of that semaester.

6.4. Credit deficiencies cannot be made up after the last day of the semester except in a case where
a student whose final examinations and course credit are delayed due to illness verified by a physician or
as established by local board of education policy.

6.5. The official school transcript will be used to determine a student’s eligibility and will be regarded
as final.



127CSR2

6.6. In accordance with §126CS5R26, West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) Policy 2436.10,
Participation in Extracurricular Activities (C Rule), students must maintain a 2.0 grade point average to
participate in interscholastic athletics.

§127-2-7. Residence-Transfer.

7.1. Part A - Residence - This residence rule applies to all students enrolled in grades 6-12 in all
member schools.

7.1.a. A student shall be eligible in the school located in the attendance zone in which the
student’s parents reside. Public secondary school attendance zones shall be established by official action
by each county board of education. The attendance zones of a private/parochial member school shall be
identical with the attendance zone of the public school in which the private/parochial member school is
located. In the event of overlapping attendance zones, a student shall be eligible at the school in which
the student first chooses to enroll upon entering the 9™ grade.

7.1.b. When a town or city is located in two counties and only one public secondary school is
located in the town or city, students living in the town or city may attend this secondary school if mutually
agreed upon by the two county boards of education and approved by the Board of Directors. A student
shall be eligible at the school in which the student first chooses to enroll upon entering 9™ grade.

7.1.c. A student who is in the care of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources (WVDHHR) shall be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics as a member of the athletic
teams of the secondary school in the zone in which the WVDHHR places the student in a home, provided
the student is otherwise eligible.

7.1.d. A student entering a school as an "unaccompanied youth” under the conditions of the
federal McKinney-Vento Act may be granted eligibility for interscholastic competition by the Board of
Directors in accordance with §127-2-1.

7.1.e. A student may be eligible outside the specified zone of attendance if tha student has been
in attendance in that zone the immediate preceding year (365 days). There can be no change of residence
involving change of attendance zone during the immediate preceding year (365 days).

7.1.f. Astudent whose parents have resided in the school zone for a minimum of one academic
year, during which the student has been in attendance for a minimum of one academic year, and whose
parents make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone during the academic year may:

7.1.f.1. Retain eligibility as long as the student retains continuous enrollment and attendance,
or;

7.1.£.2. Transfer at time of change of residence to the school in the attendance zone in which
the parents are now residing and be eligible in that school, or;

7.1.f£.3. Transfer at any time prior to the start of the next academic year to the school in the
attendance zone in which the student’s parents are residing and be eligible for interscholastic activities at
the receiving school.
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7.1.f.4. However, a student who has started participation in a sport, which would include
practice or contest, that they were participating in at a WVSSAC member school, may not participate in
that sport for that sport season at the WVSSAC member school to which they transferred, so long as that
transfer was within one contiguous county of their former member school.

7.1.g. A student whose parents have resided in the school zone for less than one academic year,
during which the student has been in attendance for less than one academic year, and whose parants
make a bona fide change of residence to a new school zone during the school term may:

7.1.8.1. Retain eligibility for the balance of the academic year, provided the student retains
continuous enrollment and attendance; or

7.1.8.2. Transfer at time of change of residence to the school in the attendance zone in which
the parents are now residing and be eligible in that school; or

7.1.8.3. If astudent chooses to remain enrolled at the school outside the attendance zone in
which the student’s parents reside at the conclusion of the academic year the student will be ineligible
for the next academic year.

7.1.h. Foreign exchange students, attending a member school under the auspices of a Council on
Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET) student exchange program, shall be considered
eligible regarding residence for a maximum period of one calendar year. A foreign exchange student may
not be a graduate of the secondary school of the home country and must maintain eligibility in a member
school. A foreign exchange program must assign students to schools by a method which insures that no
student, school, or other interested party may influence the assignment for athletic purposes.

7.1.i. A student returning from an approved foreign exchange program may resume
interscholastic competition in the member school in which the student was enrolled at the point of
interruption, provided the student does not fulfill graduation requirements while participating in the
exchange program and provided the student meets all requirements relative to age and semesters of
eligibility.

7.2. Part B - Transfer.

7.2.a. If a student transfers during the academic year from one secondary school to another
secondary school, the student shall be ineligible for 365 days from date of enrollment, absent a bona fide
change of residence. Determination of a bona fide change of residence depends upon the facts of each
case and is defined as, but not limited to:

7.2.a.1. Theoriginal residence must be abandoned as a residences in that the original residence
is sold, rented, or disposed of as a residence, and must not be used as a residence by the immediate
family;

7.2.a.2. The change is being made with the intent that the move is permanent;

7.32.a.3. The entire family must make the change;
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7.42. a.4. Documentation of connection of utilities to the residence (e.g. power, water, waste,
sewer);

7.32.a.5. Change of voter’s registration, driver’s license, mailing address, etc.;

7.2.a.6. If astudent returns to a previously abandoned residence, the student shall be ineligible
for 365 days from the date of enrollment.

7.2.b. If the transfer is from a private/parochial school to a member school in the zane where the
student’s parents reside, a student is eligible providing: (1) the student is enrolling in a member school
for the first time, and (2) the principals of both private/parochial and member schools involved concur
that undue influence is not involved with the transfer.

7.2.c. A student may be transferred from one attendance zone to another zone within the same
county by a county board of education and maintain eligibility. The transfer must be initiated by county
board of education personnel to fulfill certain special education program(s) not available in the
attendance zone from which the student is transferred. Upon the completion of the special program, the
student must return to the attendance zone of the student’s residence.

7.2.d. For the purpose of athletic eligibility, the Commission does not recognize emancipated
minor status as it relates to transfer, except as might occur in marriage and relocation to another school
zone.

7.2.e. Notwithstanding any other provisions of WVSSAC rules and regulations, if a student
transfers for athletic reasons, the student will be ineligible for 365 days from the date of enrollment. A
transfer for athletic reasons depends upon the facts of each case and is defined as, but not limited to:

7.2.e.1. Seeking a superior athletic team;
7.2.e.2. Seeking a team consistent with the student’s ability;

7.2.e.3. Seeking relief from conflict with the philosophy or action of an administrator, teacher,
or coach relating to athletics;

7.2.e.4. Seeking a means to nullify punitive action by the previous school.

7.2.f. If astudent enrolls who has been released and accepted by formal actions of county boards
of education or similar governing bodies of a private/parochial school which have verified that such
transfer is not for athletic purposes, the student will be granted immediate eligibility provided all other
rules are met. The enrollment transfer must occur at the beginning of the 9™ grade academic year with
the student enrolled on or before the eleventh instructional day of the beginning of the academic year
and provided that the student is residing with the parents. With respect to a student whose parents reside
in an attendance zone containing more than one member school, at the time of enrollment in an
out-of-district school at the beginning of the student’s 9™ grade academic year, the student must identify
a “home” school. Inthe event the student later elects to utilize “transfer back” (§127-2-7.2.g), the student
is only eligible to transfer back to the identified “home” school. Once a student has been a member of a
team that has participated in a scrimmage or contest, the student has established eligibility at that school.






